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It is always a special time of year when our children in the Church School program dress up in costumes and tell the story of the birth of the Christ child.  The service begins at 10:00 a.m. and in place of the children’s sermon the pageant will take place.  The children have been busy being fitted for their costumes and rehearsing for their parts.    This year’s pageant is entitled “Would it Still Be Christmas?”  Please join us for this wonderful presentation by the children.

Reminder to Parents:  Dress Rehearsal for the pageant is scheduled for Saturday, December 13th at 10:00 a.m. until 11:45 a.m. and will then be followed by a Christmas Pizza Party.  If you would like to help with the pageant, rehearsal or party, please contact Nancy or Karen.     
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One of the special ways that we observe Advent is with the lighting of the Advent Candles.  Any individuals or families who would like to help by lighting the Advent Candles on a particular Sunday - or on Christmas Eve, please contact Rev. Matlack.
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7:30 p.m. Family Candlelight Service.    There is something for everyone in this celebration.  It includes many favorite carols, a Christmas Story, and of course, communion.

11:00 p.m.  We will welcome Christmas Day with our traditional Candlelight Communion Service.


Our quarterly Service of Healing will be held on Saturday, December 20th - during our normal Saturday evening service.  We will sing carols together and seek the power of Christ’s healing in our lives as we prepare to celebrate Christmas.  Please join us!

Advent is the season of anticipation and preparation, which precedes Christmas. Earlier this fall we celebrated our 150th anniversary.  We all know that the celebration took a lot of preparation.  We did a lot of anticipating, and that made the celebration itself more exciting when October 19th finally arrived.  The same thing is true of Christmas.  It takes a lot of preparation!  In one sense we all know that, except that I’m not talking about shopping and decorating and baking.  To fully celebrate Christ’s birth takes the same intensity of preparation on a spiritual level!

It’s also true that as a society we don’t do Advent very well.  After all, we aren’t much good at waiting!  We want things to come right now.  One of the small ways that we experience that is that people can’t wait to sing the Christmas carols.  They’re joyous and filled with life and talk about the wonderful thing that has happened. 

The Advent hymns are just as beautiful, but they focus on anticipation, preparation, and waiting.  We will be singing them during those early weeks of Advent - and that may well try your patience, as you want to rush right ahead to the Christmas carols.  This becomes a wonderful opportunity to work on those feelings of impatience.  Waiting and anticipation are indeed part of the agenda of Advent.  This is a part of what will really help us to prepare spiritually so that we are really ready to celebrate Christ’s birth.


Notes from the Music Room
Remember the Christmas carol that has words that refer to the goose getting fat and putting a penny in the old man’s hat?  Well, very few of us stuff a goose for Christmas, and even fewer put pennies into anything.  They are not worth much today.  That truth is undeniable because of the “penny” cups that have proliferated at cash registers.  Many of us use credit cards for our purchases; so receiving change is becoming a thing of the past.  I was hoping that St. James would consider instituting automatic electronic deductions from my credit card or checking account for pledges.  It is an easy way to take care of our phone bills, electric bills, gas bills, etc.   Revolutionary you say?  Well, maybe.

I would like to propose a new “credit” card, one that would keep track of the hours we spend in our commitment to St. James.  Sunday morning service would count for one hour of “credit.”  If you sang in a choir, you could add another 45 minutes “credit” for the after service rehearsal, and a half hour “credit” for warm-up for the Sundays the choir was singing.   The 9:30 to 11:45 schedule two Sundays a month is a two and ¼ hour commitment a week, a little more than an hour in addition to the service.  Adult choirs in churches of our size are becoming extinct.  People are “too busy” to take the time to get involved.  Over the last three months I’ve written some humorous, tongue in cheek articles for the newsletter.  This month I am very serious about asking for your help.  

Do you know that our Chancel choir currently consists of 2-3 sopranos, 4 altos, 2 tenors, and 3 basses?  That is when everyone is able to be at choir.  There are times when people have plans for trips, or are ill, and we have even fewer than 12 people.  When I first came to St. James in 1971, we had 8 people in the Chancel Choir, so we switched the rehearsal to a more convenient time, Sunday mornings. The choir at its peak was at 18 – 20 people.  We had high school students joining us as well. We have had wonderful commitment from the people who are involved now, but we need to call in the “reserves.”  Six additional people in choir would make a BIG difference!

If you hear a good singer in church, could you please ask that person if they would consider joining choir?  If you like to sing, perhaps you might come to sing with the Chancel Choir.  There are no auditions.  If you have any questions, please call the church office.  Thanks!

How many  “credits” did you earn on your St. James “credit” card this week?

Peace, 

Margaret 


A reminder:  

TheInstrumental Ensemble will be rehearsing December 2, 9, 16 from 8:15 to 9:00 in the organ loft in preparation for the 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve family service.  If you have finished two of your method books, you are welcome to join us!  





ATTENTION PARENTS:

ADVENT HANDOUTS
There are several copies of various advent booklets, calendars, and devotionals available to the church families of St. James.  Please look for the display near the lounge and help yourself to a calendar or booklet.  Please take what you will use and spend the time with your family to share some special spiritual time during this holy time of year.  It is through our actions as parents that our children learn about the story of the advent season.  Share this special time as a family, pray together and worship the coming of the Christ Child.

WINTER CURRICULUM HAS ARRIVED!
The winter curriculum has arrived and is available for the Christian Education Teaching Staff to pick up.  Please see Karen or Nancy if you need assistance in locating your curriculum.  It should be in your CE mailbox.   Thank you for sharing your time to teach and be a part of our CE program.  

PAULA PFISTER PIE AUCTION
Our semi-annual auction was held on November 2nd and $397.50 was raised.  Congratulations to Mary Beth Earl for bidding and winning the highest priced pie of the day.  Mary Beth paid $15.25 for a cherry pie baked by Michelle Whitworth.  The next auction will be in the spring with more temptations to tempt your taste buds and your wallets.  Thank you to all who baked, helped set-up, clean-up, and worked on the auction.  A special thanks to Bea Young and Charlie Markus for serving as our auctioneers that day!




ANGEL AND MITTEN TREE

The Angel tags have arrived and will be on the tree in the lounge by the time you receive this newsletter.  You only have until December 15th to choose a tag, purchase a gift and return it and place it under the Angel/Mitten tree.  

REMEMBER GIFTS MUST BE UNWRAPPED AND HAVE THE TAG ATTACHED TO THE GIFT.  

Participating in this mission project is a nice way for you and your family to give something to someone less fortunate than yourself during this blessed holiday season.  Please consider being a part of this holiday tradition.  Along with the gift tags is the opportunity to adorn the tree with mittens, scarves, hats and gloves.  We collect these items for children that are in need of them at Boston Valley School.  Thank you in advance for giving something special during this wonderful time of glory and blessings! The Angel/mitten tree is sponsored by the Board of Christian Education.

NEW CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE OPENS IN WEST SENECA

Fruit of the Spirit Bookstore located at 181 Ridge Rd. in West Seneca is open for business and looking for customers.  

The store is open Monday thru Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.  I’ve heard they have some great items.

TUESDAY FAMILY NIGHT

DECEMBER 9TH
6:00 PM – 8:30 PM

This month we will have some type of Christmas activity planned.  Curious?
The menu is always the same – pizza, salad, beverage and dessert.  Sign-up on the bulletin board and plan to join us for dinner, conversation, good times, clean-up and go home by 8:30 p.m.  

The Christmas Party at the West End Inn at 12:30 p.m. will be the next gathering of the Server’s Fellowship Group.  Members and guests will need to contact Flossie Rubeck for reservations.  

The meal will be served family style and Rev. Matlack’s annual Christmas story will be the program.


The Women’s Sewing Mission will meet in the Assembly Hall on Tuesday, November 11th at 9:30 a.m.    We extend a warm welcome to our newest members – Jeanne Critoph and Carol Wahlenmayer!  We would also like to welcome YOU!

We will be celebrating the Christmas Season with lunch at the Promenade Family Restaurant.  If you have not signed-up and are interested in joining us, please contact Karen Sutton at 532-5991.  

YOUTH NEWS

Youth Christmas Party

December 13th
Please join us for lots of food & fun!

Bring a gift worth approximately $5.00, which could be for a girl or boy; and $2.00 for pizza.

Be ready to have FUN!

YOUTH SLEEP OVER

Saturday, December 27th 

The youth will be having a sleepover on Saturday, December 27th.  It will begin at 7:30 p.m. and will conclude with attending Sunday Worship on December 28th.

For additional information, other youth news and upcoming youth events, check out the YOUTH BULLETIN BOARD, located outside the Horton Lounge.


CALLING ALL YOUTH

AGES 12 TO 18!!!
NATIONAL YOUTH EVENT 2004
“The E Attitude”

July 22 - 26, 2004

University of Tennessee (UT), 

Knoxville, Tennessee

for more info: www.ucc.org/youth
NYE 2004 will be July 22 - 26, 2004 on the campus of the U. of Tennessee (UT) in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Registration begins at 10am on Thursday, July 22nd.  The event opens with dinner on Thursday followed by Opening Worship and concludes around midnight on Sunday with Monday being a travel day.  A great program is planned including awesome worship, engaging informative speakers, workshops of all kinds, music, service projects, meeting new friends, recreation, after-hours activities, the Extravaganza, evening devotion for groups, and free time for fellowship and refreshment.

St. James already has Donna Schumacher and Karen Reinagel available to chaperone and take a group of youth to this exciting event.  If you are interested in attending this exciting event you need to contact Donna or Karen A.S.A.P. so you can get your registration information filled out.  

We would like to get our registrations in by the first deadline which is January 31st to allow us to get the best NYE rate.  Registration will be first in/first registered.  This event only happens once every 4 years.  So don’t miss out on a great opportunity!  Contact Donna or Karen for details and forms.
There will be a meeting some time in January to go over details with our youth and their parents.  Look for that date in your bulletin in the near future.  More information to follow in next month’s newsletter.

Just a reminder that all committee chairpersons are being asked to submit a list of prospects for those positions left vacant on their committees at the conclusion of the 2003 terms.

Please ask all current committee members to speak with those church members they would like to be working with shoulder to shoulder for the upcoming year.  

Please compile a list of nominees or prospective candidates and place the list in the large envelope in the church office marked “Nominating Committee” by 12/31/03.  Thank you.


Dave W. Ferguson


December

7th 
Instant Potatoes

14th 
Noodles & Macaroni

21st    Jello & Pudding Mixes

28th 
Bisquick & Bread Mixes


Baptism
Haley Elizabeth Taylor

Born:  June 24, 2003

Baptized:  October 26, 2003

Mother:  Karen Parker

Weddings
Robert W. Jordan, Jr. and Polly Protos

October 18, 2003


The Folded Napkin

. . . A Truckers Story
I try not to be biased, but I had my doubts about hiring Stevie.  His placement counselor assured me that he would be a good, reliable busboy.  But I had never had a mentally handicapped employee and wasn't sure I wanted one.  I wasn't sure how my customers would react to Stevie.  He was short, a little dumpy with the smooth facial features and thick-tongued speech of Downs Syndrome.

I wasn't worried about most of my trucker customers because truckers don't generally care who buses tables as long as the meatloaf platter is good and the pies are homemade.  The four-wheeler drivers were the ones who concerned me; the mouthy college kids traveling to school; the yuppie snobs who secretly polish their silverware with their napkins for fear of catching some dreaded "truck stop germ"; the pairs of white-shirted business men on expense accounts who think every truck stop waitress wants to be flirted with.  I knew those people would,be uncomfortable around Stevie so I closely watched him for the first few weeks.

I shouldn't have worried.  After the first week, Stevie had my staff wrapped around his stubby little finger, and within a month my truck regulars had adopted him as their official truck stop mascot.

After that, I really didn't care what the rest of the customers thought of him.  He was like a 21-year-old in blue jeans and Nikes, eager to laugh and eager to please, but fierce in his attention to his duties.  Every salt and peppershaker was exactly in its place, not a breadcrumb or coffee spill was visible when Stevie got done with the table.

Our only problem was persuading him to wait to clean a table until after the customers were finished.  He would hover in the background, shifting his weight from one foot to the other, scanning the dining room until a table was empty.  Then he would scurry to the empty table and carefully bus dishes and glasses onto cart and meticulously wipe the table up with a practiced flourish of his rag.  If he thought a customer was watching, his brow would pucker with added concentration.  He took pride in doing his job exactly right, and you had to love how hard he tried to please each and every person he met.  

Over time, we learned that he lived with his mother, a widow who was disabled after repeated surgeries for cancer.  They lived on their Social Security benefits in public housing two miles from the truck stop.  Their social worker, who stopped to check on him every so often, admitted they had fallen between the cracks.  Money was tight, and what I paid him was probably the difference between them being able to live together and Stevie being sent to a group home.  That's why the restaurant was a gloomy place that morning last August, the first morning in three years that Stevie missed work.

He was at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester getting a new valve or something put in his heart.  His social worker said that people with Downs Syndrome often have heart problems at an early age so this wasn't unexpected, and there was a good chance he would come through the surgery in good shape and be back at work in a few months.

A ripple of excitement ran through the staff later that morning when word came that he was out of surgery, in recovery, and doing fine.  Frannie, the head waitress, let out a war hoop and did a little dance in the aisle when she heard the good news.  Belle Ringer, one of our regular trucker customers, stared at the sight of this 50-year-old grandmother of four doing a victory shimmy beside his table.  Frannie blushed, smoothed her apron and shot Belle Ringer a withering look.  He grinned.  "OK, Frannie, what was that all about?" he asked.  We just got word that Stevie is out of surgery and going to be okay."  "I was wondering where he was.  I had a new joke to tell him.  What was the surgery about?"  Frannie quickly told Belle Ringer and the other two drivers sitting at his booth about Stevie's surgery, then sighed:  "Yeah, I'm glad he is going to be OK," she said.  "But I don't know how he and his Mom are going to handle all the bills.  From what I hear, they're barely getting by as it is."  Belle Ringer nodded thoughtfully, and Frannie hurried off to wait on the rest of her tables.  

Since I hadn't had time to round up a busboy to replace Stevie and really didn't want to replace him, the girls were busing their own tables that day until we decided what to do.  After the morning rush, Frannie walked into my office.  She had a couple of paper napkins in her hand and a funny look on her face.  "What's up?" I asked.  "I didn't get that table where Belle Ringer and his friends were sitting cleared off after they left, and Pony Pete and Tony Tipper were sitting there when I got back to clean it off," she said.  "This was folded and tucked under a coffee cup."  She handed the napkin to me, and three $20 bills fell onto my desk when I opened it.  On the outside, in big, bold letters, was printed "Something For Stevie."

"Pony Pete asked me what that was all about," she said, "so I told him about Stevie and his Mom and everything, and Pete looked at Tony and Tony looked at Pete, and they ended up giving me this."  She handed me another paper napkin that had "Something For Stevie" scrawled on its outside.  Two $50 bills were tucked within its folds. Frannie looked at me with wet, shiny eyes, shook her head and said simply: "truckers."

That was three months ago.  Today is Thanksgiving, the first day Stevie is supposed to be back to work.  His placement worker said he's been counting the days until the doctor said he could work, and it didn't matter at all that it was a holiday.  

He called 10 times in the past week, making sure we knew he was coming, fearful that we had forgotten him or that his job was in jeopardy.  I arranged to have his mother bring him to work.  I then met them in the parking lot and invited them both to celebrate his day back.  Stevie was thinner and paler, but couldn't stop grinning as he pushed through the doors and headed for the back room where his apron and busing cart were waiting.  "Hold up there, Stevie, not so fast," I said.  I took him and his mother by their arms.  "Work can wait for a minute.  To celebrate you coming back, breakfast for you and your mother is on me!"  I led them toward a large corner booth at the rear of the room.  I could feel and hear the rest of the staff following behind as we marched through the dining room.  Glancing over my shoulder, I saw booth after booth of grinning truckers empty and join the procession.  We stopped in front of the big table.  Its surface was covered with coffee cups, saucers and dinner plates, all sitting slightly crooked on dozens of folded paper napkins.

"First thing you have to do, Stevie, is clean up this mess," I said.  I tried to sound stern.  Stevie looked at me, and then at his mother, then pulled out one of the napkins.  It had "Something for Stevie" printed on the outside.  As he picked it up, two $10 bills fell onto the table.

Stevie stared at the money, then at all the napkins peeking from beneath the tableware, each with his name printed or scrawled on it.  I turned to his mother.  "There's more than $10,000 in cash and checks on that table, all from truckers and trucking companies that heard about your problems.  "Happy Thanksgiving,"

Well, it got real noisy about that time, with everybody hollering and shouting, and there were a few tears, as well.  But you know what's funny?  While everybody else was busy shaking hands and hugging each other, Stevie, with a big, big smile on his face, was busy clearing all the cups and dishes from the table.  Best worker I ever hired.



· Pam Kuhns.  Pam was the only person from St. James that walked in this year’s CROP walk.  Pam raised $75.00 for this worthwhile cause.  Next year I hope more people will follow Pam’s example and walk and/or sponsor someone to walk for CROP.  Kudos to Pam!

Karen Reinagel

· Thank you to Bea Young for her donations of snacks, games and cleaning supplies for the Youth House.


The Youth

· Thank you to the Youth for hosting a great Halloween Party for the children of the church school.  And thank you to Donna Schumacher & Rita Los for coordinating the event.


The Church School Kids

· Thank you to Butch and Linda Meyer for all their hard work in celebrating St. James 150th Anniversary!

Your Church Family

· A special thank you to St. James UCC and Anniversary Committee Chairs, Linda and Butch Meyer for the beautiful clocks presented to us at the Anniversary Luncheon.  It has been a real pleasure for us to be able to dig through the archives to tell “the story” of St. James UCC.

Thank you also for the many celebrations we have enjoyed this past year.  The final Anniversary Service was particularly meaningful.

Barb Newcomb, Fay Drankhan, Norma Monckton, Margaret Paget, Ruth Rathman and Bea Young

· Butch and Linda Meyer for the wonderful job this past year in helping us to celebrate St. James UCC 150th Anniversary.  We appreciate all the time and hard work they put into this important time in our church.

Irma & Clarence Winter

· To all those who helped make this anniversary year a year to remember.  It took too many volunteers throughout the year to mention them all – but chances are each person you greet at Church, had something to do with making this celebration a success!  

Butch & Linda Meyer

� EMBED TextArt7.Document  ���








REMINDER FROM NOMINATING COMMITTEE











A MESSAGE FROM


REV. MATLACK








SERVICE OF HEALING


Saturday, December 20th 





FOOD PANTRY



































CHRISTMAS PAGEANT


Sunday, December 21st  





December Dates to Remember


Nov. 29  -10:00 a.m. – Decorating the church.  Anyone who would like to come and join us is welcome.  This is always a fun way to begin Advent!


Nov. 29/30 - 1st Weekend in Advent.  The sermon title this week:  Dressing for Success!


Dec. 6/7 -2nd Weekend in Advent.  Sunday following our worship, we will have a potluck luncheon, and then our annual Advent Family Workshop.  People can choose to make one or more of a variety of crafts.  This is for people of all ages.  Our worship will focus on the theme:  “Prepare the Path.”  Rev. Matlack will be away – Alva Looze will be preaching.


Dec. 13/14 - 3rd Weekend in Advent.  This is our annual Poinsettia Sunday – come and enjoy the beauty of our sanctuary with the wonderful colors of the poinsettias.


Dec. 20/21 - 4th Weekend in Advent.  Sunday morning our Church School presents our annual Christmas Pageant.  If nothing else has gotten you into the true Christmas Spirit – our kids will!
































NEW CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE OPENS





THANK YOU TO  . . .








CHRISTMAS EVE








WOMEN’S SEWING MISSION


Tuesday, December 9th 





SERVER’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP


Monday, December 8th   





Our kitchen needs help!  We are going to clean, paint, spruce up the cupboards and wallpaper.  Bring your favorite cleaning supplies and your bucket, Monday & Wednesday evenings Dec. 1st & 3rd.  We will meet at 6:00 p.m.  If you need further information, please contact Alva Looze 648-9233.





REGISTRY





ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTERS NEEDED! 
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