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[image: image3.wmf]Southtowns Wednesday Lenten Services Schedule
Lenten Journey
Lent is a special time of year, a time when we walk with Jesus through those final days of His ministry – the days preparing for His death and then His glorious resurrection.  It’s a time for us to focus on what was given for us; a time to remember; a time to experience the wonder and the power of God’s love.

To help us experience all of this, our South Towns Cluster of churches has special Wednesday Evening Lenten services.  The schedule each week is a Potluck Supper at 6:30, followed by worship at 7:30.

March 4 – St. John’s – Eden – Rev. Bonnie Bates, preaching
March 11 – Faith – Boston – Rev. Hugh Pratt, preaching
March 18 – St. James – Hamburg – Rev. Jack Bacon, preaching
March 25 – First Congregational – Angola – Rev. Jim Reidling, preaching
April 1 – Trinity – Gowanda – Pastor Alva Looze, preaching
Lenten Banner
As part of our observance of Lent, once again we will add symbols to our Lenten banner each weekend.  If you or your family would like to add a piece to the Lenten Banner on a Saturday or a Sunday, please talk with Rev. Bob.
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If you know someone in the service who might like to receive a card or letter from members of St. James, please provide the address to Linda Meyer.  They will be printed in the April edition of the newsletter.
Scholarship Applications

Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship and the Raymond Reifler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.  Applications include a list of guidelines.

Please note Applications for the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are due by April 1st.

Applications for the St. James Scholarship must be submitted for approval no later than June 1st.

World Day of Prayer – Friday, March 6 at 2:00 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of women of many faith traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer each year.  For 2009, the Word Day of Prayer Committee of Papua, New Guinea has developed by them, In Christ; there are many members, yet one body.
There is more information posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.  Please make every effort to attend this very moving service.

Parish Nurse News

March – 2009 

Heart Health and the health of the earth are in your hands, February is observed as “American Heart Health” month; but, it needs to be observed every day; not just for our own individual health and wellness, but for the wholeness of our home – the earth.


Servers Fellowship Group

The Servers Fellowship Group will meet on March 24th in the Horton Lounge at 1:00 p.m.  All women of St. James are encouraged to come.

Women’s Sewing Mission Group

The next meeting will be March 10th.  We meet at 9:30 a.m.  Please bring a sandwich and join us for lunch.  Dessert will be provided.

From the Music Director – Christina Shrewsbury

The Cherub and Youth Choir Rehearsals resume Wednesday March 4 at 7:00 p.m.  We will be preparing songs for Palm Sunday, April 5.  


March Rehearsals
Cherub and Youth Choirs – March 4, 11, 25

 There will be no rehearsal on March 18 due to Cluster Service.

March 18th Cluster Service is also the Lenten Choral Concert.

Chancel Choir Rehearsals – March 1, 8, 15, 22

Warm up at 9:15 a.m. and rehearsals at 11:00 a.m.

Special Music Sunday is March 29th.

Services Provided by Members of our Congregation

Management Systems – 
Nicholas P. Reinagel, Ph.D.
Computer Systems, Repairs Upgrades, networking, Internet Connectivity, Point of Sales Solutions Business and Residential,

103 Huron Street, Hamburg, NY

(716) 444-4782

msys@localnet.com
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Churches in Action

2009 Upcoming Events

Mark your Calendar

March – CIA will be selling labels to put in a Bible written in 

  
Creole for $10.00 the Bible will be given to 


a Haitian  graduating from a literacy course.

     .

May 8th & 9th – Work Weekend

Westside Ministry – redoing houses for the needy on the west side of Buffalo.

June – Collect & assemble hygiene kits for summer mission team to pass out in Haiti.

September 27th – Undies Sunday

                   Collect and distribute new underwear to local missions.

October (TBA) – Crop Walk

                   Support walkers in a drive to stamp out hunger.

November 5, 6, 7, 8 – Christmas in the Country – fundraiser

                   Sell bags at craft show.

December 7th – Christmas Caroling

                   Our annual caroling to area group homes for developmentally disabled adults. 


*Sign up on CIA website for email reminders of upcoming events at: www.Churchesinaction.com
Thank You To . . .

The Staff would like to thank the Servers for the beautiful carpet in the offices.  To Don Pfister and Horst Kirsten for painting the walls and woodwork, and moving the furniture.  We would also like to thank the Property Committee for removing the carpet and to Jim and Ila Spute for supplying the new desk.

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Katherine Mary House and Blanket Sunday.  Many people will be helped by your generosity.

· Your Social Concerns Committee
Dear Members of St. James Church,

Please know how grateful we are once again for your generous support, love and caring for the children and their families at Boston Valley School.

Every year the need seems to be greater; this year was especially hard due to illness, accident and the economy.  It is wonderful to help those in need, but it is extremely appreciated this year.  With your help, we were able to fulfill the wishes of 38 children from 16 families.

I cannot picture a child without Christmas.  Your caring gifts make sure that in our town that won’t happen.  Thank you.  Thank You.  Thank You.  This is the best community in the world.  The spirit of “Sharing and Caring” is truly with you all.

Please know that you have made a real difference in the life of a child.

Thank you on behalf of all the children and their families.

Cathy Maghran

Paul Pietrantone

BV Emergency Fund

BVS Principal
	March 2009

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1 
9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Chancel Choir Warm-Up

10:00 – Worship

10:30 – Sunday School

11:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal


	2
	3
7:00 – Board of Christian Education Meeting
	4
Southtowns Cluster Potluck Dinner and Service

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Worship

St. John’s-Eden

Family Night @ St. James 6:30 – 8:30
	5
10:00 – Bible Study


	6
2:00

World Day of Prayer

Trinity Episcopal Church

NYS Youth Event from Friday March 6th – Sunday, March 8th


	7
9:00 Property Committee

6:30 – Worship



	8

9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Chancel Choir Warm-Up

10:00 – Worship

10:30 – Sunday School

11:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal


	9
7:00 – Council Meeting
	10
9:30 – Sewing Mission
	11 

Southtowns Cluster Potluck Dinner and Service

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Worship

Faith-Boston
	12
10:00 – Bible Study

7:00 – CNY Meeting
	13
	14
6:30 – Worship



	15
9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Chancel Choir Warm-Up

10:00 – Worship

10:30 – Sunday School

11:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal


	16
	17
	18 

Southtowns Cluster Potluck Dinner and Service

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Worship

St. James- Hamburg
	19
10:00 – Bible Study


	20
	21
9:00 Property Committee
6:30 – Worship



	22
9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Chancel Choir Warm-Up

10:00 – Worship

10:30 – Sunday School

11:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal


	23
	24
1:00 – Servers meet in the Horton Lounge
	25 

Southtowns Cluster Potluck Dinner and Service

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Worship

1st Congregational- Angola
	26
10:00 – Bible Study


	27
	28
Youth Service Rehearsal – Time to be determined.
6:30 – Worship – Youth Service



	29

9:00 – Adult Sunday School

Special Music – Youth Service

9:15 – Chancel Choir Warm-Up

10:00 – Worship

10:30 – Sunday School

11:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal


	30
	31
6:15 p.m. – Youth Board Meeting
	April 1st
Southtowns Cluster Potluck Dinner and Service

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Worship

Trinity - Gowanda
	NOTE:  The Cherub Choir will be meeting at 7:00 p.m. and the Youth Choir will meet at 7:30 on March 4, 11, and 25.

NOTE:  Daylight Savings Time begins on March 8th.

NOTE:  March 15th for 11:30 – 12:15 will be Confirmation Class

NOTE:  Newsletter Deadline for April articles is March 15.




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Souper Bowl of Caring
This is the fifth year that the church school program at St. James has participated in this event. This year we have raised $220.00 plus matching legacy funds which brings the grand total to $440.00. The money raised will be sent to "The South Towns Food Pantry". This is a great effort on the part of the teachers, the congregation and all who helped in anyway to make this mission project be a success.

When the children arrive at their class on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday they have a soup pot filled with decoration sitting on the table.  They are given ½ hour to decorate the soup pot.  When the church service ends the classes all go to their assigned areas to collect donations.  They bang their pots with spoons, shake any change that is in the pot or decorate themselves and hassle people until they donate something.  If you would like more information on The Souper Bowl of Caring and to explore their website just log onto www.souperbowl.org. 

YOUTH SERVICE - Saturday March 28th @ 6:30pm and Sunday, March 29th @ 10am 

This year the Youth have chosen the theme - “3 H’s - Honor, Honesty and Hope.”  

The Sunday morning church school class time is being spent preparing for the service so we are encouraging the youth to attend class as often as they can.  Rehearsal for the Youth Service will be on Saturday, March 28th (check the bulletin for the time and details). 

Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship
Graduating high school seniors, who have served in the Christian Education program at St. James during their high school years, including their senior year, are eligible to apply for the Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship.   Applications will be mailed to those that are eligible to apply.  Completed applications MUST be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN, JUNE 1ST.


Paula Pfister Dessert Auction
Palm Sunday, April 5th, during Coffee Hour in the Assembly Hall

You can tell that spring is on its way when it's time for the Paula Pfister Dessert Auction!  Please sign-up and bring a dessert or two to be bid on for this worthwhile event.  Paula was CE Director from 1982 - 1987 and a pie/dessert auction is held twice a year to raise funds for a scholarship that is in honor of her memory.  The scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors that have volunteered during their four years of high school in the Christian Education program at St. James either as a church school teacher, assistant or CE office assistant.  Paula was a wonderful person and this is a wonderful way to honor her memory.

Lenten and Easter Christian Education Events
____________________________________
Meditative Lenten Walk
During the Lenten Season you are invited to "Walk the Easter Path".  Discover and explore the steps that Jesus walked, following in his footsteps; footsteps that were marked on Earth long ago but continue to lead us today.  During the Lenten Season there will be a series of stations for everyone to explore.  Each of the stations will have symbols and reminders to stop and look at and reflect on the path that Jesus walked.  Please take the time to visit each station alone or with your family or class.  Stop, pray and reflect on the meaning of each station.  The walk will be made available through out the Lenten Season until a week following Easter. 

Lenten Handouts
The Board of Christian Education is offering special materials to the families of St. James.  Please be sure to check the basket on the CE table/bulletin Board. area and help yourself to any of the items that interest you.

Easter Sunday April 12th Enrichment Time
There will NOT be any regular church school classes on Sunday, April 12th (Easter Sunday).  Instead there will be a special Enrichment Time following the children's sermon and it will be held in the Horton Lounge.  All children in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to attend.  We will be sharing a special Easter Lesson and Activity.  Children maybe picked up in the lounge following worship. Volunteers are needed to help.

Easter Sunday Childcare
In addition to the special enrichment time, there will be CHILDCARE provided for children through age 4 during the worship service.  Just bring your child/children to the pre-school room located down the hall from the lounge. Volunteers are needed to help.

Easter Egg Hunt
Following the worship service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for children through 5th grade.  If you are interested in helping with the egg hunt please speak to Karen Reinagel.  The egg hunt has been traditionally held outside but it is always dependent on the weather.  It will be announced during the service where the egg hunt is being held. Volunteers are needed to help.

     Please feel free to leave any donations to fill the eggs in the church office, Karen's mailbox or the CE 2nd floor office area.  Thank you ahead of time for all of your donations.

Wednesday Family Night - March 4th   6:30 - 8:30pm

The first Wednesday of each month we join together for Pizza, Salad, Beverage, Dessert and Fellowship.  Please consider joining us.  It’s a chance to visit with other parents while your children attend choir, or just a chance to get out of the house and let the pizzeria do the cooking.  Please remember to sign-up on the bulletin Board. so we have an idea how much pizza to order.  Any question speaks to Karen Reinagel.

Dunkirk Conference Center Summer Camping Program
Theme for 2009 - "Breakthrough"

Although the snow is still on the ground it is not to early to start to plan for the summer.  Dunkirk's program committee has been working hard over the last several months to make sure 2009 is a great season.  All of the camps directors are busily preparing for this year's camps.

This year's theme is "Breakthrough".  What would it be like to meet Jesus?  The gospels provide a variety of accounts of those who encountered Jesus during his lifetime.  Some reacted negatively, actively seeking to stop his ministry.  Others had no reaction, choosing to ignore him or walk away.  But for many others, their encounter with Jesus was a breakthrough a transforming experience that changed their way of seeing God, themselves and the world around them.  The theme of “Breakthrough” will explore a series of biblical stories that represent transforming encounters with Jesus. 

Summer is on its way, and it's time to register your child, your family or yourself to attend camp at Dunkirk Conference Center.  Dunkirk is a non-profit center that is committed to enrich the lives of children, youth and adults in a Christian environment.  The camp has a dedicated staff of volunteer directors and counselors that are to be commended for their long hours and untiring efforts.  They are special people who enjoy working with our youth who are our leaders of tomorrow.  The Conference Center is handicap accessible.  If you would like to learn more about the center go to www.dunkirkcc.org or speak to Karen Reinagel. 

Registration forms are located outside the CE office and also on display near the lounge on the CE Bulletin Board. display.  The deadlines for registration have changed this year.  Please note that the Super Early Bird Rate is NO longer available, instead the Early Bird Rate Deadline is payment in full by April 15th and if you register after that date the full fee is due at the time of registration.  In order to meet the Dunkirk Early Bird Deadline St. James has set a deadline date for registration and money to be in by Sunday, April 5th. Any registrations after April 15th are the full rate.

St. James offers a scholarship to all campers.  The scholarship covers ½ of the cost of the April 15th Early Bird Registration.  All camping registration forms and monies are to be handed into the Christian Education Office by April 5th in order for the CE office to process the registration and get to Dunkirk by their April 15th deadline. 

Dunkirk Conference Center 2009 Camping Schedule
Kids Camps – All grades shown are for kids entering school in September 2009

Website:  www.dunkirkcc.org
Phone # 716-366-1900

Fax:  716-366-3650

May 2nd   Auction
Check website

May 16 – 17
Western Area Youth Work Weekend – Check website

May 22 – 24
Memorial Day Work Weekend Check website

June 5 – 7 Women’s Weekend

Directors Rev. Jan Mahle and Gail Vera

Registration is May 30th.  Women of all ages are invited to attend a weekend filled with fun, worship and Christian fellowship.  This weekend runs from Friday evening to Sunday.  Cost for Saturday only is $60.  Early Bird paid in full by 4/15 is $95.  Full fee after 4/15 is $105.

June 28 – July 1 Pilgrim Mini Camp (Grades 1- 4)

This camp provides an excellent experience for kids who have never been to camp.  Caring directors and counselors engage young campers in crafts, games, swimming and worship.  Camp runs for a shorter period of time – Sunday – Wednesday evening.  Early Bird paid in full by 4/15 - $180.  Full fee after 4/15 is $190.

June 28 – July 4 Senior High Camp (Grades 10 – 12) Registration deadline is June 20th.  Directors:  Jeff Ribbeck, Ron Bieler and Rev. Deborah Baxter.  Early Bird paid in full by 4/15 is $285.  Full fee after 4/15 is $300.

July 5 – 11 Explorers Camp (Grades 3 – 5) Registration Deadline is June 29th.  Director Amy Worth Patterson.  Early Bird in full by 4/15 is $265.  Full fee after 4/15 is $280.
July 5 – 11 Junior High Camp (Grades 7-9) Registration deadline is June 23rd.  Directors:  Betty Lamb and Bonnie Haase.  Early Bird paid in full by 4/15 is $285.  Full fee after $415 is $300.

Family Camp Prices
Early Bird paid in full by 4/15

Adult: $290
12-18: $280
7-11: $250  

3-6: $215.  Children 2 and under:  no charge.
July 12 -18 Family Camp 1  

Registration Deadline July 2nd
Directors:  Reverends David and Beth Long-Higgins

July 26 – Aug. 1 Family Camp 2

Registration Deadline July 18th
Directors:  Reverend Gary Burdick and Family.  The Dean and Burdick Scholarships are available for Family Camp 2 only.

July 19 – 25 Family Camp 3

Registration Deadline is July 10th
Directors Bob and Kathy Aures.  Early Bird paid in full by 4/15 is $265.  Full fee after 4/15 is $280.
August 9-15 Mind, Body and Soul Camp
1Directors:  Marsha Guillaume and Jean Haller.

Registration Deadline is August 1st.

Do you want to try something new?  Taste the many ways to wellness.  Yoga, massage, relaxation, prayer, meditation, Tai Chi, water aerobics, healthy eating, weight loss/maintenance, music, art, walking, swimming and nature studies are only some of the workshops we plan to offer.  You may participate in a workshop if you wish or take some time for personal relaxation and reflection.  More details will be posted on the www.dunkirkcc.org website in mid-February.  Early Bird paid in full by 4/15 is $315.  Full fee after 4/15 is $330.  Day fee is $60.

August 28-30 Adult Music Camp Registration deadline is August 18th.  

Director:  Dr. Mildren Fischle.  Something new for Pastors, Christian Ed. Directors, Music Committee Member, Directors of Music and, of course, Choir Singers, Bell Ringers, Chimes, Drums, Tin Whistle and more.  Friday there will be sessions related to the challenges of church music in 2009, ways to work with the varied generations, pastoral/music director issues, choir and organist recruitment and others to be decided by Pastors and musicians.  This will be a time for clergy and musicians to interact in both discussions on Friday and 
developing music opportunities for worship on Saturday and Sunday.  There will be opportunities for in-depth study in hand bells and choral techniques.  The camp will run from Friday morning through breakfast on Sunday.  Friday or Saturday only $60, Friday evening – Sunday $110, Friday a.m. - Sunday $130, There is a $5 discount for the Early Bird Registration by 4/15.

Sept. 19


September 19


Annual Dinner Check website 

Oct. 24             

                         October 24

                         Halloween Happening Check website 

The Dunkirk Conference Center is a non-profit corporation committed to enriching the lives of children, youth, and adults in a Christian environment.  Rules for acceptance and participation are the same regardless of race, gender, national origin or religious affiliation.

The very dedicated volunteer Staff of Directors and Counselors are to be commended for their long hours and untiring efforts.  They are special people who enjoy working with our youth who are our leaders of tomorrow.  The majority of counselors are former campers and counselors-in-training.

The Auxiliary of the Dunkirk Conference Center, Inc.
Representative - Jennifer (Jen) Reinagel
The Auxiliary was organized in May 1932 by a group of women to provide support for the Evangelical Conference Ground at Dunkirk, NY.  The membership dues became a gift to the camp.  The camp then was able o use the gift money for dining tables, floor, and ceiling fans, kitchen equipment, smoke alarms, gas line repairs, paint, ramps for handicap accessibility, playground equipment and more.

     Jennifer (Jen) will be available during the month of March to collect dues for the Auxiliary; the membership is $2.00 per individual or $5.00 per family, make checks payable to "The Dunkirk Auxiliary".  This is an annual membership drive.  The membership includes receiving the "Spirit" Newsletter.

Other churches that have participated in the past are; Zion UCC, Christ UCC, Kenmore UCC, Faith Williamsville UCC, Cleveland Heights Christian, Epiphany UCC, St. Matthews UCC and others.

You may be asking yourself, "When would I use the Dunkirk Conference Center?"  Traditionally, our church picnic is held at the Conference Center.  Rain or shine we have a wonderful time.  If we have to, we move indoors to a warm heated building that still allows us to celebrate in picnic style.  Also, in the summer months there are numerous camps to attend from ages 7 up to 100 plus, children's families, or groups.  St. James also sponsors a cabin at Dunkirk, which is maintained by members of our congregation.  Funds to make repairs and updates come from our annual rummage sale.  So, yes we have plenty of opportunities throughout the summer/year to make use of this great facility. 

In advance thank you for becoming a member of "The Auxiliary" for 2009 and enjoy your visits to the Dunkirk Conference Center.

New York State Youth Event for youth in Grades 9th - 12th
March 6th - 8th Watson Homestead - Painted Post, NY

Theme:  "God’s Rhythm"

March 6th - 8th is the date for this year's exciting New York State Youth Event.  This year's event entitled “God’s Rhythm” is filled with many fantastic activities and workshops.  It will be a wonderful opportunity for youth and adults from all over the state to get a chance to meet, learn, have fun, and worship together. 

This year there will also be the ever popular dance on Saturday night, as well as bible studies, and creative worship.  Bring your musical instruments if you wish and do not forget to bring your suit for the beautiful indoor pool.

For more information check out the website www.uccny.org.  Consider attending along with over 200 other youth from all over New York State for fun and fellowship. 

The cost for this event is $140.00 plus travel and transportation cost.  One-half of the fee is covered by funds from Christian Education and the parents or the youth attending pay for the other half ($70.00).  The deadline for application was Feb.23rd so that means the St. James deadline was Feb. 15th.  If you are still interested and it is after the deadline talk to Karen and she will check and see if there is still room.

HELP - THE YOUTH HOUSE IS MISSING THE FOLLOWING!!!!!
It was noticed that the Youth House is missing some items and we are asking people to let us know if they have any information regarding their where abouts.  
Please speak to Karen Reinagel if you have any questions or information.

Value of missing items is estimated at $180.00

- Playstation 2 Game System 

- 2 Game Controllers

- 2 Playstation 2 Games

- Hook-Up Cables for Playstation 2 and                            Game Cube System

- 5 Game Cube Games

- 3 Computer Games

Baptisms
Evey Jem McGee

Born:  October 29, 2008

Baptized:  December 21, 2008

Parents:  Sibel & Chris McGee

Damian Danger Marejon

Born:  May 16, 2008

Baptized:  January 24, 2008

Parents:  Abbey Madigan & Jase Morejon

Food Pantry

March 1 – Canned Vegetables

March 8 – Instant Potatoes

March 15 – Noodles and Macaroni

March 22 – Paper Products – napkins, toilet paper, Kleenex, paper towels

March 29 – Jell-O & Pudding Mixes


                               St. James 

                    United Church of Christ

            76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075


                    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Rummage Sale
Well it’s that time of year to start thinking about that Spring cleaning.  So keep all your gently used items and bring them in.
The St. James Rummage Sale will be as follows:

April 23rd – Thursday set-up and pricing – all day

April 24th – Rummage Sale – 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. - $1.00 admission
April 25th – Rummage Sale 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – Bag sale at 1:00 p.m.

April 26th – Bag Sale after worship and clean up

Look for the flyers and sign-up sheets on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.

You may start bringing your gently used items in on Monday, April 20th and putting them in the designated area in the Assembly Hall.

Any questions, please call Patty Jensen at the church 649-6171.

There will be more information in the bulletins and the April newsletter.
The March 2009 Connector
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Character Council of Hamburg, Inc.





March – Sincerity





Sincerity is eagerness to do what is right with transparent motives.  To demonstrate sincerity in my life, I will be all that I can be.





- Take responsibility for my own actions.


- Respect others’ opinions.


- Always mean what I say.


- Not take advantage of other people.





Journey’s End





Is a Christian and community-based organization with a mission:  to welcome refugees to Western New York without regard to ethnic origin or creed and to assist them to become healthy, independent, contributing members of the community.





If you are interested in making a contribution to this worthwhile organization please send to the following address:





Journey’s End Refugee Services, Inc.


PO Box 885


Buffalo, NY  13213





Checks should be made out to Journey’s End Refugee Services, Inc.
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