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From the pastor….
2008 Confirmation Class

Our 2008 Confirmation Class will begin with a meeting for all confirmands, mentors and parents of confirmands on Sunday, January 20th, immediately following our worship service.

Once again, each confirmand will have a mentor who will meet with their confirmand on a weekly basis to talk about issues of faith. Ninth graders and other interested students should contact either Pastor Looze or Reverand Matlack to let them know that they would like to be part of this year’s class.

Lent

Easter is March 23rd this year, which means that Lent begins February 6th. We will mark that day with our traditional Ash Wednesday observance. Our worship will be at 7:30pm, and a potluck supper will precede it at 6:30pm. Please plan to attend!

Bob
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The Annual Meeting of St. James United Church of Christ will be held in the Assembly Hall immediately following our morning worship service on Sunday, February 10th. We expect the meeting to conclude by 12:30.

Childcare will be provided during the meeting.

We need YOUR presence! Some people always avoid business meetings, but this meeting of our congregation is a time to set policy and direction for the coming year and it is a time for you to be heard! At this meeting we will hear more about this past year and look ahead to the future and what God is calling us to do!

Please mark this date on your calendar and plan to attend.

We anticipate that the 2007 Annual Reports will be available starting February 3rd.

St. James Committees Need YOU!

Beginning mid-January, sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board outside of the Horton Lounge for all interested in serving on one of the many church committees available. This is your opportunity to make a real difference in our Church Family (as well as to meet and work with some really nice people!).
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St. James Womens Sewing Mission

Sewing Mission meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the Month at 9:30am in the assembly hall. So, start the New Year off right and try something new! Join us on Tuesday, January 8, 2008 and Tuesday, February 12, 2008. Bring your lunch and enjoy conversation and charitable work. January’s dessert will be provided by Jennie Altes. February’s dessert will be provided by Ruth Rathman.

Servers Fellowship Group

January 22, Horton Lounge
The Servers Fellowship Group will meet January 22nd in the Horton Lounge at 1:00pm.

On February 26th, the Servers will meet at ZJ’s Restaurant (Hamburg Village Square Plaza) at 1:00pm.

All women of St. James are invited to attend. For more information, please call Kitty Sandoval at 646-4444.

Lesotho Fund Donations- A Call For Help from Jeannette Samter
The students in Lesotho are in need of Financial Aid. If you can help support these students, a donation would be greatly appreciated. Checks should be made out to St. James UCC (please put Lesotho Fund on the memo line). Thank you for continuing to help these students.
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Rehearsals for January/February 2008
Cherub, Youth/Teen Choirs

7pm, 7:30pm & 8:15pm

Wednesdays

January 9,16,23,30

February 6,13

February Events

20th: Winter Break

27th LENTEN CHORAL CONCERT and Cluster Service

Saturday, March 8th 3pm:

Youth Choral Festival

(1pm All Choir warm-up and rehearsal)

Location: Kenmore Presbyterian Church, Delaware Avenue, Kenmore, NY

All choirs will be preparing the special all choir selections:

Oh, Sing to the Lord

(a set of three folk tune arrangements)

Sing to the Lord of Israel

(based on the canticle of Deborah [from Judges]

Chancel Choir Rehearsals

11am Sundays

January 13, 20, 27

February 3, 10, 17, 24

9:15am warm-up for Chancel Choir on Sundays

January 13, 20,

February 3, 17, 24

Special Music Sundays are January 27th and February 24th
Blessings in the New Year to All! A special thank you to the Chancel Choir of St. James for an outstanding season of choral music, including the Advent Choral Concert on December 9th, 2007

Thank you for the beautiful singing by the Cherub, Youth & Teen choirs during Advent/Christmas season. These choirs will be preparing music for the Youth Choir festival to be held March 8th. For more details and information, please contact Christina as soon as possible. We encourage all singers to participate.

	January 2008

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	EVERY SUNDAY
9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Choir Warmup

10:00  – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal


	1
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	2
	3

10:30 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	4

7 – Family Movie Night
	5

9 - Property

6:30 - Worship

	6      Epiphany
Youth Sponsored Epiphany Chili Luncheon and Taking Down the Greens
	7

7 – Nominating Committee
	8

6:30 – Budget & Finance

6:30 – National Youth Event Info. Meeting

7- Board of CE
	9

6:30-8:30 Family Night

Cherub, Youth/Teen Choirs 7, 7:30, 8:15
	10

10:30 – Bible Study
	11
	12

6:30 - Worship

	13
	14

7 – Church Council
	15

9:30 – Sewing Mission

7:30 pm – Southtowns Cluster


	16

Cherub, Youth, Teen Choirs 7, 7:30, 8:15
	17

10:30 – Bible Study

7 – G.I.F.T. Steering Committee
	18

7:30 – Womens Bible Study
	19

9 - Property

6:30 - Worship

	20

Confirmation Meeting

Casting Your Nets Sunday
	21
	22

1 – Servers – Lounge
	23

Cherub, Youth/Teen Choirs 7, 7:30, 8:15
	24

10:30 – Bible Study
	25

7:30 – Womens Bible Study
	26

6:30 - Worship

	27

Special Music Sunday

Mdl/Sr. High Colden Tubing
	28
	29

6 – youth can/bottle sorting

6:30 – youth board
	30

Cherub, Youth/Teen Choirs 7, 7:30, 8:15
	31

10:30 – Bible Study
	
	


	February 2008

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	EVERY SUNDAY
9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Choir Warmup

10:00  – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal
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	1

7:30 – Womens Bible Study
	2

9 - Property

6:30 - Worship

	3

Souper Bowl of Caring
	4
	5

7 – Board of CE
	6

ASH WEDNEDSAY

6:30 - Potluck

7:30 - Service
	7

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	8

7:30 – Womens Bible Study
	9

6:30 - Worship

	10

Annual Meeting 
	11

7- Church Council
	12

9:30 – Sewing Mission
	13

7:30 – Cluster Service

Faith, Boston

Cherub, Youth, Teen Choirs 7, 7:30, 8:15
	14

10 – Bible Study


	15

Newsletter Deadline


	16

9 - Property

6:30 - Worship

	17
	18
	19
	20

7:30 – Cluster Service at St. John’s, Eden
	21

10 – Bible Study


	22
	23

6:30 - Worship

	24

Special Music Sunday
	25
	26

1 – Servers at ZJ’s

6 – Youth can sorting

6:30 – Youth Board
	27

7:30 – Cluster Service

at St. James

Lenten Choral Concert
	28

10 – Bible Study


	29
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Youth News
Stuffed Animals to Love During Church

Thank you to everyone who has donated to this request. We have received a whole basket full of animals to love. We do not need anymore at this time. These snuggly animals are located in the rear of the sanctuary for children to hold and to love during the church service. (Please return animals to the basket following worship)

Thank Yous go to…

Melissa Reinagel-Macri, Jennifer Reinagel and Jennifer Gillman (who, by the time you read this will be Jennifer Gillman-Reinagel) for spending the night under the “R” of Circuit City to be 25th in line and get a super “black Friday” deal on a new 42” Sharp LCD TV for the Horton Lounge. They saved us hundreds of dollars and have brought us up to modern-day standards in the electronic world.

Peter and Nick Reinagel: Thank you for taking the time to install the new TV in the Horton Lounge.

Harold Cobb: It is a tremendous help to have you stop by each day and check the St. Pauly’s Shed for clothing donations. We appreciate your time, effort and dedication to helping our Youth Program.

Children & Youth Offering Envelopes

Rev. Matlack will once again be sharing a special Children’s Sermon on the importance of church offerings sometime during January. He will have boxes of children and youth offering envelopes available for the kids to take home. In addition, offering envelopes will be available at the rear of the sanctuary. This is a great way to involve children in the ritual of weekly giving. There are no pledges involved, and no individual records kept, and all money from these envelops go to fund church school programs and supplies.

New York State Youth Event

Is happening March 7th-9th at Watson homestead in Painted Post, NY (near Elmira). More details to follow for this event for youth grades 9-12.
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 February 3, 2008 is the day of the Souper Bowl of Caring! Help the children in the church school program as they battle hunger with thousands of others. Every dollar you drop into our soup pot will help people in need feel the power of God’s love.  On this day, our church school classes will decorate soup kettles and will walk through the building after worship looking for people to donate to their kettles and their cause. Stop by the CE bulletin board to vote for the charity you would like to see receive our donation this year. Direct any questions to Karen Reinagel or Linda Meyer.

Dunkirk Camping Information

As soon as last summer’s season ended the planning for 2008 began. Remember that the early bird deadline is March 15th (Checks must reach the St. James office by March 9th!!!). Find forms and information on the CE Bulletin Area outside the CE office (2nd floor).

Christmas Pageant Thank You

A special thank you to everyone who helped put this year’s Christmas Pageant together. The pageant is a large undertaking and many people contribute. All of the following helped by doing multiple jobs such as fitting costumes, helping with dress rehearsal and the party, helping on the day of the pageant, videotaping, and the inevitable cleanup. I hope I didn’t leave anyone out, but if I did, please let me know so I can thank you personally.

Robin Lindstrom, Gay Nelson, Margaret Stuhr, Elizabeth Srutkowski, Patty Jensen, Jennifer Reinagel, Nick, Peter, Jennifer and Philip Reinagel, Jennifer Gillman, Jenn & David Mumm, Kim Waryk, Dawn Berlin, Cher Hall, Karen Gerwitz, Laurie Karn, Allyson Karn, Rita Los, Kurt Schumacher, Bob Matlack, Christina Shrewsbury, Charlotte Lujan, Jackie Reese, Cindy Schuman, Beth Scheffler, Karen Touris, Michelle (Whitworth), Michael & Klarisa Kaczmarek. A special thank you to Dave Reichard for sharing his talents in a script called “The Inn Keeper’s Christmas”.

Lenten Handouts

Lenten Handouts will be available during the Lenten Season in a basket near the Horton Lounge. Help yourself to these guides for the Lenten Season.

Family Night

Wednesday January 9 – 6:30pm-8:30pm

At this event we will decide what we want to do for February as the first Wednesday of the month is Ash Wednesday. Please check the sign-up sheet for more information

Family Movie Night

Friday, January 4th
Plan to start the New Year by attending a Family Movie Night in the Horton Lounge. We will have popcorn and a movie beginning at 7pm. Come and help break in our new 42” flat-screen TV. Sign-up and movie to be shown will be posted on the bulletin board.

Lenten Meditative Walk

The Lenten Meditative Walk will be available during the Lenten season. Beginning the first week of Lent, take the time to visit the meditative walk which can be found throughout the building. This is the sixth year of the walk and I hope people find it inspiring and thought provoking. There will be a list of stops on the walk at the rear of the sanctuary.

Ongoing Fundraisers to remember

Youth Can & Bottle Drive

Leave donations on the Youth House Porch

Youth Candy sale

Available from Youth or in Church Office

Abitibi Paper Recycling Program

Green & Yellow Dumpster

St. Pauly’s Clothing Drive

The shed at the entrance driveway

Upcoming for Youth

National Youth Event Informational Meeting

Tuesday, January 8th @ 6:30pm

This meeting is for anyone interested in attending the National Youth Event July 24-28. This will be a general meeting to inform parents about the expenses and to making a commitment for their youth to attend. The NYE 2008 will be held at the University of Tennessee.

Mystery Youth Event

February 16th
See bulletin board for details

Colden Tubing Company

January 27th
Leaving St. James @ 2pm and returning @ 7pm. The middle and senior high youth groups will travel to Colden to go tubing. The price is $20 per person, which includes tubing, pizza and wings. Sign up on the Youth bulletin Board.

Heifer International

We received a thank you from heifer International for our fall Heifer Fair which raised a total of $825.80. Half of the money was raised by children in our church school program and the Legacy Committee matched what was raised.

Angel/Mitten Tree

I am pleased to report that we did indeed complete our goal of No Tag Left Behind! We had a dozen tags left on the tree and Cher Hall called and offered to take the money people donated and shop for the twelve remaining tags. I felt like a Christmas Angel had blessed my office. What a wonderful feeling to know that each child would receive a gift on Christmas. I appreciate all the gifts that were handed in and all the financial contributions that were made to help this worthwhile cause. GREAT JOB!!!!

Church Registry: Death

Frank Reuter

Born: June 19, 1937
Died: November 27, 2007
Service: December 3, 2007

Food Pantry

January 6: Canned Vegetables

January 13: Instant Potatoes

January 20: Noodles/macaroni

January 27: Paper products

February 3: Jell-O & puddings

February 10: Bisquick/bread mixes

February 17: Hot & Cold Cereals

February 24: Spaghetti sauce, canned  stew, ravioli

Thank you’s


Thank you so much for all the prayers and cards, and a big thanks to pastors Bob and Alva for phone calls and hospital visits.  Ray is now in therapy and improving.  May God richly bless each and every one and a healthy, happy new year to all.


Ray & Mrya

A Special Thank you to the Reception Committee for Frank’s Memorial Service.  Especially to Charlotte, Caroline & Herbie, Heidi and all the people who worked and made cookies.  Thank you to Rev. Matlack and Pastor Alva for the wonderful, fitting service.  Also thank you all who sent cards, there were so many – Frank would have been so proud.


Bless you all, 
Barbara Reuter

From Alva…

“CASTING YOUR NETS”
The UCC is offering an exciting program called “Casting Your Nets” which is a discernment and spiritual growth ministry for “re-tooling” healthy churches – transforming leaders and mobilizing congregations to recognize what they have to offer and to recast it for a new day.

The Fishing School will teach local churches leaders, plus the pastor how to bring local church into “Casting Your Nets” and into doing church in new ways.  The leaders will learn how their churches can use Action Plans to realize greater mission, reach new people, and raise new resources for ministry.  

It is an exciting new program and you will be hearing more about it at the “Casting Your Net” Sunday in January.  We are blessed with five volunteers who are attending the schools and will be inviting the congregation to join them on this new adventure.

Alva

CHARACTER COUNCIL of HAMBURG, Inc.

January – 08 – Availability

Availability is being able to make my own priorities secondary to the wishes of others in greater need.  Be ready and willing to be helpful when called upon.

February – ’08 – Deference

Deference is having courteous respect for another’s wishes, judgment or opinion.  Gratefully acknowledge the wisdom of others.

NEEDED

If you are downsizing the Servers are in need of electric roosters for the Soup Sale.  They would be greatly appreciated.

Thank you to the Property Committee for building the cupboard for the storage of supplies for the Server’s Soup Sale.


Alva

JOANNE’S TURKEY CORN CHOWDER

1 med. onion chopped fine

2 tablespoons butter

2 cups turkey broth

2 cups chopped turkey

2 cups diced potatoes

1 cup diced celery

1 cup diced carrots

1 can cream corn

1 can evaporated milk

1 tsp. parsley

1 tsp. salt

¼ tsp. pepper

¼ tsp. paprika

¼ tsp. ginger

Put everything in a Crock-pot and cook all day on low.  Makes 2 to 3 quarts.  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

will resume on Friday January 18th at 7:30 for a four-week session.  Prayer – a study by Linda Meyer.
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Traditionally we gather together on Wednesday evenings for midweek Lenten Services with our brothers and sisters from our five congregations.  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday Feb 6th  here at our church.  

The first potluck and service begins on Feb. 13th.  The tentative schedule is as follows:

Feb. 13 - Faith, Boston

Feb. 20 – St. John’s, Eden

Feb. 27 – St James, Hamburg

Mar. 5 – First Congregational, Angola

Mar. 12 – Trinity, Gowanda 

We have the same schedule each week with potluck at 6:30 (bring a dish to share and your own place settings), followed by a worship service at 7:30.

WNYSeniorCare.org

Can help you find a sense of direction if you and your family are facing care-giving challenges.  It is a guide for families that will evaluate what level of care may be appropriate for their senior loved ones. 

                    St. James 

          United Church of Christ

     76 Main St., Hamburg, NY       14075

                    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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Southtowns Cluster Lenten Services
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St. James Annual Meeting – February 10th, 2008
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