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Baccalaureate Sunday - June 1st
This is graduation season!  The colleges have already celebrated their graduations, and next weekend our local High Schools will be celebrating theirs.  Baccalaureate Sunday is a time when we honor our graduates.  They have taken the gifts that God has given them, and applied them towards specific goals.  It is appropriate that we celebrate this achievement with them, and even more appropriate that we do so in the context of worship.

The service  will be followed by a special luncheon put on by our youth.   Please sign-up on the bulletin board so we can plan how many to grill for and please indicate if you would be willing to donate a salad or desert for this event.  Bring comfortable clothes and a pair of sneakers - I hear there might be a kick ball game or some other type of athletic activity.
We invite all of our High School graduates-to-be, and our college or graduate school graduates to join us.

We do need your help!  We know who is graduating from our local High Schools, but our records are incomplete about college and graduate school programs.  We would like to list all of our graduates in the bulletin (whether or not they can be here for the service), along with the degree which they have earned.  If you are graduating, or know of someone who is, please contact the church office with that information.  THANKS!

From Bob! 
This is the time of year when people think about sleeping in or doing things outside on a Sunday morning - instead of going to church.  WRONG!  Summer is a time of renewal - and we all desperately need that spiritual renewal.  

Yet true renewal begins with worship.  It’s not something you can do on your own -  you need God and a community of faith as a vital part of that process.  

If you have a Sunday morning activity planned, then come and worship with us on Saturday evening!

Don’t cheat yourself - this summer make a point of worshiping God regularly!!!

Thanks,

Rev. Bob

The 45th ANNUAL MEETING

of the

N.Y. CONFERENCE UCC

June 6-8, 2008

Silver Bay YMCA of the Adirondacks.

Delegates: Barb, Dan Newcomb, Heidi Walling.  Visitors:  Mark Walling, Charlie and Helen Markus, and Don Pfister.

CASTING YOUR NETS --
Follow up - Thank you for attending our first Mini-Retreat on Sunday, April 27th.  After evaluating the information from the retreat, the fishing team has decided to implement using the yellow prayer slips that are used on Saturday Night at our  Sunday morning worship services.  

Please write your prayer concern/s on the yellow slips in the pew rack and the ushers will pick them up during the first hymn. 

We are also encouraging everyone to use the name tags in your bulletin - or dig around and use your St. James’ name tag.  Please write your name in ink so we can all get to know one another better!

Be sure and check out the poster with John Ortner’s picture of the congregation, an awesome picture of a worship service and some other fascinating images!  They are Great!
Our team is going to CYN Fishing School on Sunday June 8 at noon and ending Monday, June 9th about 2 pm for continuing education at Silver Bay.

Music Highlights

Summer is approaching, and I would like to invite anyone to offer special music, vocal or instrumental during the summer worship season.  If you are interested in sharing your talents for the music portion of worship please speak to me anytime and we will schedule you in.  Or, you can e-mail at

me at musettacs@aol.com.
Thank you to all the devoted choir singers at St. James that provide outstanding music during the year.  The cherub, youth/teen and Chancel choirs have gone the extra mile to rehearse and prepare music for worship during the seasons of Advent and Lent and these choral events have been well received by all.  Thankyou again!!

Upcoming event:  Ice cream dinner social Wednesday, June 4th.  Meet at the church at 6:00 pm so we can walk over to John and Mary’s for dinner, ice cream and fun together.  This event is for all cherub, youth/teen singers and their families.  Please RSVP by June 1st so we know who to expect!!

Looking forward to working with everyone in the months ahead.  

Blessings for a wonderful and safe summer season.

Your music director, Christina 
T.V. in Horton Lounge

The T.V. is hooked up as well as the DVD player and VCR.  There is a red notebook near the DVD player which explains how to use the system.  Please refer to it so you use the equipment correctly.  I am pleased to announce that a VCR has been donated, in fact a couple have been donated.  Thank you to everyone who responded to my plea. If you have any questions regarding the use of the equipment please speak to Karen Reinagel.

Wednesday  Family Night
Mark your calendars for September 10th the next Wednesday Family Night.  I hope everyone has a safe and healthy summer season.  I am looking forward to September with pizza and time together eating, laughing and hanging out.  A special thanks to everyone that helps with this event, whether you bake, set-up, clean-up or attend.  Join us in September, for a good time.

Peace,

Karen


THANK YOU - to Diane Stetter for the generous donation to our Youth Program.  It was a wonderful gift to receive from you and is greatly appreciated.  The funds will be put toward the National Youth Event 2008 which we will be attending in July at the University of Tennessee.

Peace,

Karen Reinagel, Youth Advisors & Youth

NIAGARA CLIMBING CENTER - Thank you to Rita Los and Jim Stuhr for chaperoning and driving to this event.  Rumor has it that a good time was had by all!

BURGERFEST - ST. JAMES EVENT
On Saturday, July 19th the youth are planning on putting St. James on the map during Burgerfest.  There are a variety of events they are working on as a Youth Fundraiser.  They are planning on holding a Theme Basket Auction, selling popcorn, and they are also looking into other possibilities for the day.  If you are interested in helping with this event let us know, we would love to have you work with us.  

We will holding a meeting to work on plans Sunday, June 8th following worship at 11:15.  Please come to the meeting and help with our plans. We are also looking for people to donate Theme Baskets, Gift Certificates or help to make up baskets from the items donated.  All donations should be in by Sunday, July 6th.  

If you are looking for ideas for Theme Baskets please consider;  Auto Care, Baby Basket, Baking Day, Bath Supplies, Bookworm (adult or child), Boys or Girls Basket, Breads/Muffins, Camera & Supplies, Candles/Potpourri, Card Party, Children’s Travel, Chocolate Lover, Christmas Decorations, Cleaning Supplies, Coffee/Tea Combination, Coffee-Klatch, College, Computer Supplies or Games, Crafts, Desk Supplies, Desserts, Fishing, Flowers, For The Birds, Fruit/Cheese/Crackers, Garden Lovers, Gift Wrap, Ice Cream Social (scoop, toppings, etc), Jams & Jellies, Junk Food Junkies, Kitchen Helpers, Laundry Day, Making Memories (photo album/frames), Movie Night (Movie, DVD, Snacks), Pets, Picnic in the Park, Picnic Supplies, Pizza Nite, Recipes/Ingredients, Romantic Evening, School Supplies, Sportsman, Tea Party, Toiletries (men, women or both), Tool Time, Toys, Wine Tasting, Worship Basket, Writing (note paper, stamps, pens, etc.)

NY Conference Annual Meeting (New York Conference) 

June 6-8, 2008 @ Silver Bay YMCA Conference Center
This is a great deal!!!!!!   By now you should be signed-up but if you have questions speak to Karen Reinagel.

Come with your church to Silver Bay!  There’ll be great music with Kim & Reggie Harris, awesome workshops on Christian Practices, cool worship with youth-led communion, time to hang out with old and new friends, fun activities like archery, canoeing, climbing wall, tennis basketball, volleyball, ping pong, hiking, stargazing, a bonfire and more, all set in the beauty of the Adirondack Mountains.

The $100 bargain rate for youth and chaperones includes housing in Hepbron Hall plus all meals and activities for Friday night through Sunday noon.  No registration fee!

TO REGISTER:

All youth in grades 6 - 12 must fill out registration and health form which are available from Karen Reinagel.


NYE 2008 (National Youth Event)

“Living the Life”

July 24th - 28th  


U. Of Tenn. @  Knoxville

Deadline to hand in registrations forms and pay $100.00 deposit is Sunday, June 1st!  
Questions - speak to Donna or Karen.  There will be a brief meeting for those attending  following worship on Sunday, June 1st.

What is it? - The NYE, a UCC gathering held every 4 years, provides an opportunity for about 3000 youth to gather for four days of worship, workshops, faith, fun and fellowship.

Who Plans it? - It is planned by the collaborative efforts of UCC Local Church Ministries, Worship and Education Ministry Staff and a National Youth Event Planning Committee comprised of a diverse group of youth and adult volunteers.

How much does it cost? - The registration cost for NYE is $365 per person, and includes accommodation and meals from Thursday night through Sunday night. Plus travel expenses which will run around $155 per person. We have been doing fund-raising and hopefully will be awarded some money to help defray cost by legacy and the NY UCC Conference.

Where can I find more information? - We encourage you to save the date and check www.ucc.org/youth for updates on NYE 2008.  They will soon be adding video about NYE to the site, so you can watch it and share it with friends, family and your youth group!

Dunkirk Conference Center

Summer Camping

Theme for 2008 “Handle with Care”
It’s not to late to register for camp at the Dunkirk Conference Center.  Get a registration form at the CE bulletin board area or outside the CE office on the 2nd floor, fill it out, hand in your registration form and deposit to Karen Reinagel and we will do the rest.

The Board of Christian Education and the Legacy Committee have increased the scholarship for St. James members up to ½ off registration based on the Super Early Bird Rate.  Children entering 2nd grade in the fall of 2008 are eligible to register as first time campers.  Camps are offered for children and youth through post high, a women’s weekend, family camps, an adult music camp.  If you have questions, stop in or call the church office.

2008 Summer Schedule - 
Family Camp 1   July 13 - 19 (reg. deadline July 2nd)   Dir: Rev. David & Beth Long-Higgins

Family Camp 2   July 27 - Aug. 2 (reg. deadline July 18th)   Dir: Rev. Gary Burdick and Family

Family Camp 3   Aug. 3 - 9   (Reg. deadline July 25th)  Dir: Rev. David Martin

Other camps offered by Dunkirk are - 
Women’s Weekend - June 6th - 8th  

Sr. High Camp - June 29th - July 5th  (see article in youth section)

Pilgrim Mini Camp - June 29th - July 5th  Grades 2nd - 4th
Jr. High - July 6th - 12th (see article in youth section)

Explorers -  July 6th - 12th , Grades 3rd - 5th 

Pioneers - August 10th - 16th , Grades 5th - 7th
Music Festival - August 24

Adult Music Weekend - August 22 - 24

Halloween Happening - October 25th 

Breakfast with Santa - December 6th

Don’t Forget 

Dunkirk’s Wish List
If you have any of these items (new or used) which could be made available for DCC and/or would like to make a contribution for their acquisition, contact the Camp Director (716) 366-1900 x 12 at your earliest convenience.

Maintenance


pliers (regular, needle nose)


allen wrenches
vice grips

generator

painting supplies

pipe locator

router

4" or 4½ “ grinder
golf carts

dry wall lift

nail gun

roofing nail gun
torpedo heater

transit


circular saw

wrench sets, socket sets ( regular, metric, deep well)

Kitchen Needs
muffin pans

bread pans

pastry brushes

bench brush

kitchen shears

steamer


cutting boards

scoops

pan extenders

soup chafers

deep fryer
storage bins (flour and sugar)

assorted sizes hotel pans

cake decorating tips and bags 

25 round banquet tales

June Church School - during the month of June the Church School Classes will be working on getting ready for Dunkirk Day and planning the service, practicing music, writing prayers and choosing scriptures lessons.  It will be a busy month so please make sure your children attend and help with the planning.

Dunkirk Day

Church Worship and Picnic
Theme:  “Jesus Does Wonderful Things”

Sunday, June 22
Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 22nd to attend our annual church picnic and worship service at the conference center grounds.  The service begins at 11:00am with the picnic immediately following.  

We are once again teaming up with First Congregational UCC from Angola to celebrate and worship together in song, prayer and praise of our Lord!  Please join us as we complete our church school program and begin our summer schedule.  

Please remember to sign-up on the bulletin board to let us know you are planning on attending.  Directions will be available near the church office and near the bulletin board.

This year along with food, fun and games THE SWIMMING POOL WILL BE OPEN, so remember to pack your swimsuit!  What you need to bring; your swimsuit and towel, your place setting, a dish to pass, your meat to grill and anything else you would like to bring in your picnic basket.

Remember - there will also be a 9 AM service here at St. James on June 22nd those  unable to go to Dunkirk - and as always our Saturday Night service is at 6:30 PM!

Summer Church School & Childcare for infant - Grade 5
Beginning Sunday, June 29th until Sunday, August 31st we will be holding our Summer Church School Program.  We strive to bring a quality program to the children that enter our doors during the summer months.  We are inviting church members to help provide the best program we can offer.  If you are someone that enjoys spending time with children please consider donating a Sunday or two to our Summer Church School program.  Contact Karen Reinagel, Director of Christian Education for more information on ways you can help.  Karen can be reached at the office most afternoons at 649-6171 or at home 648-1092 or by email at church karen@saintjamesucc.com or email at home karenreinagel@gmail.com or sign-up on the bulletin board and someone will call you.  People are needed to serve as leaders on Sunday mornings, assistants, childcare workers, people to serve refreshments, as well as donate items such as juice, ice tea, lemonade, cookies, and other snacks. It would be nice to have 2 or 3 people for each Sunday morning.  


Often during the summer months people seem to take a break from attending church on a regular basis.  I don’t know why.....we are still here and what better time to take a moment out of your schedule to attend a service and thank the Lord for all the sunshine we are enjoying.  


Volunteering to be a part of this program is also a nice way to get to know the children in our congregation.  We have some really neat kids and they sure are easy to love.  Spending time with them sure can put a smile on your face! If you are worried that you don’t have any idea’s don’t be, Karen will provide all the supplies. 

Church School Family Day - The Board of Christian Education will be holding a Family Day on Sunday, September 7, 2008 to celebrate the beginning of the Fall Opening of Church School.  There will be hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, pickles, beverage, and ice cream sundae’s to eat.  We will once again have a bounce house for the children attending.  Mark your calendars for this special date and sign-up on the bulletin board. More details in the weekly bulletin and in the September newsletter.

IT’S BACK ----“VBS”

Evening Vacation Bible School

for the Whole Family
St. James, Hamburg. Presbyterian and St. Matthews are once again teaming up to bring a great VBS program to you.  Our Theme is Mission Possible!  We are encouraging families to attend and spend quality time together and work on mission projects that will include the entire family.  Come and find out what we have planned.  

Can’t attend all three nights, that’s O.K. - come as many nights as you can.  We are planning some great activities and hope to share this wonderful event with all of you, this is a multi generational event, sponsored by the Board of Christian Education.  

There is NO charge to attend this event, but we will accept any donations people care to make.

Monday, July 21st @ St. James - 6pm starting with dinner, 8:30pm ending in prayer

Tuesday, July 22nd @ Hamburg Pres. - 6pm starting with dinner, 8:30pm ending in prayer

Wednesday, July 23rd @ St. Matthews - 6pm starting with a cookout, 8:30 ending in prayer

Child Care will be provided for infants up to age 4.

The evening will start with a shared meal.  We will then work on a mission project together and end the evening with dessert and worship as an entire group, with a leader from each church leading each evening and music provided by all the talent we are blessed with in our congregations! 

Help is needed in the Kitchen, people to volunteer to bake, help work on VBS, and clan - up, donate supplies, paper products, etc.

This event is still in the planning stages, but above was a sample of what is being planned so far.

Interested in working on VBS - please sign-up on the bulletin board or talk to Karen Reinagel.  Look for more information in the weekly church bulletin. 

The next VBS meeting is on Wednesday, June 11th @ 7pm @ The Comfort Zone.  Come and join us if you are interested in the planning.  Need more info., talk to Karen.

Christian Education Help Wanted Season

We have a few openings for Church School Teachers, Assistants in the Classroom, CE Office Assistants, Substitutes, Workers in Child Care.  If you are someone that would be interested in working with the Church School/CE Department of St. James, speak to a Bd. Of CE member or Karen Reinagel. If you haven’t taught before or worked within our CE program this is a good time to consider joining us and helping to work with wonderful families, great children.  

The Board of CE will meet on Thursday, JUNE 5TH.  Please note this is a change from the usual schedule!

Christian Education Staff Appreciation Luncheon and Program
A special thank you to everyone who helped to make this event so special!  Also thank you to the Board of CE for the beautiful ring they gave me on this special day.

Peace,

Karen

Food Pantry
June 1 - hot and cold cereals

June 8 - spaghetti sauce, canned stew, ravioli

June 15 - pancake mixes, oatmeal

June 22 - pasta and pasta dinner mixes

June 29 - canned and dry soups

July 6 - peanut butter and meat products

July 13 - canned juice and juice mixes

July 20 - dry milk

July 27 - cake and muffin mixes

August 3 - canned vegetables

August 10 - instant potatoes

August 17 - noodles and macaroni

August 24 - paper products

August 31 - jello and pudding mixes

St. James Women’s 

Sewing Mission Group
Our next meeting will be June 10th, 2008.  We will meet at 9:30 am.  We will sew until 11:45 am, at which time we will go to Heidi’s Hideway on Lake Street across from Jacobi’s for our June Luncheon.  Any questions please contact Jennie Altes at 649-3284.  You are welcome to join us.  Please contact me by June 4, 2008.

SERVERS 

The Servers Fellowship Group has the following schedule for the upcoming months.

June - No Meeting

July - Picnic at Joanne Roberts Tuesday the 22nd gathering at 2 pm serving at 4 pm.  All women of the church may attend.

August - meeting Tuesday the 26th at 1:00 pm in the lounge, refreshments served by Jennie and Ellie.

Character Council of Hamburg, Inc.
June ‘08 - Joyfulness is an inner sense of well being that comes from a genuine appreciation for the gift of life.  Be satisfied to nurture an inner peace and find happiness.

July ‘08 - Alertness

Alertness is being mentally perceptive to allow for effective responsiveness to your surroundings.  Be vigilantly attentive to recognize and avoid danger.

August ’08 – Decisiveness

Decisiveness is having the ability to finalize difficult decisions while thoughtfully considering relative details.  Make decisions based on a commitment to character instead of popular opinion.


THANKS FROM CIA!!!
Thank you to all the members of St James who volunteered at the Taste of Home Show. Among them were Dave and Nancy Banks, Bob and Heidi Mueller, Cailey Rizzo, Jane Stievater, Charlotte Lujan, and Ruth Rathman. We had such a good turnout that the bags were completely done by 2:00 p.m. $2000 was raised toward the renovation fo St Luke’s Mission in Buffalo. We hope we can speak for everyone when we say it was fun. They say many hands working together make the work light. Please think about coming out to help at another project and enjoy the company of so many others who love to work for the poor.

Presently, Hygiene Kits for the children of Haiti are being collected from now to June 1st. We need combs, toothbrushes, nail files, hotel size soap, baseball caps, and eye glasses as well as other small personal items Your help in this worthwhile project for those who have so ;little is greatly appreciated. All the items collected will be taken to Haiti personally in June.

 Ruth Rathman and Charlotte Lujan

Thank you to the Music Committee for the beautiful plant I received Sunday. It is always nice to be recognized. I love filling in on Sunday and playing for the Saturday service. The rose will be a wonderful addition to my patio.

Charlotte Lujan
THANK YOU - Dave and Maryann Reichard for taking an idea and running with it.  Your “Time and Talent Auction” was a great idea and very successful.   And thank you to everyone who participated!

THANK YOU - for the understanding the disruption of our worship service during the month of June and beginning of July.  

Our “Servers” have held five soup luncheons to raise the monies to refinish our sanctuary floors and purchase carpeting. There also have been some very generous donations.

July 12-13 worship will resume in our newly decorated sanctuary.

REGISTRY - BAPTISMS
Michael Paul DeSpirt

born - January 1, 2008

baptized - May 11, 2008

parents - Michael & Christa DeSpirt

Sabrina Loraine O’Brien

born - January 2, 1997

baptized - May 18, 2008

daughter of Allyson Karn

Sarah Frances Karn

born - December 29, 1991

baptized - May 18, 2008

daughter of Allyson Karn

Spencer Lawrence Rubeck

born - September 3, 1992

baptized - May 18, 2008

son of Carol Lee Rubeck

The Connector - Summer 2008 (June, July & August)
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