
Holy Week Begins March 16th
March 16th marks the beginning of Holy Week.  Our Palm Sunday Service is always a moving celebration, as once again we are invited to walk with Jesus through those last days of His ministry here on earth.  Palm fronds will be given out as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the start of the very first Holy Week.

Maundy Thursday March 20th - 7:30 pm
We will recall the Last Supper Jesus had with His disciples, and then be reminded of those last hours of Christ’s life here on earth - and the flight of His disciples during our service of Tenebrae.  This is a very special candlelight communion service!  Twelve members of the congregation will serve as readers - interested?  Talk with Rev. Matlack.

Good Friday - March 21st
St. James and Hamburg Presbyterian Church are hosting a community Good Friday Service at Hamburg Presbyterian Church at 7 pm.  We will be doing a skit, “Close Encounters at the Cross”.  

Holy Saturday - Great Vigil of Easter

March 22nd - 6:30pm

The Great Vigil of Easter is an ancient Liturgy of the church with deep roots in scripture.


The vigil begins with the service of light.  A tall paschal candle is used to represent Jesus Christ.


The vigil continues with the Service of the Word in which readings from scripture remind us of all that God has done for the human family in preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ.


The service of water follows in which we renew our baptismal vows.  In the sprinkling of water, each of us is reminded of our own baptism.  The Great Vigil of Easter concludes with a celebration of Holy Communion.

Please join us for this special Easter Vigil!


Easter Sunday

March 23 10:00 am
Our Easter Service is always special, and this year is no exception.  The music will be spectacular, and Rev. Matlack is preparing a special sermon title “An Empty Cross!”.  Come and help us celebrate the special gift that Christ has brought into our lives.

Easter is, of course, the highlight of the church year.  Having gone through the darkness and despair of Good Friday, we come to the joy of the resurrection.  Come celebrate with us!  Invite your friends!  For Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen Indeed!

St. James Scholarships
Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.  Applications include a list of guidelines.

Please note: Applications for the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are due in by April 1st!

Applications for the St. James Scholarship must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN JUNE 1ST.
Prayer Journal for the Chaplains
We have received a letter from John Thomas, General Minister and President thanking us for the prayer journal that we made to be sent to United States Chaplains for the service men and women.  The journal was placed on the communion table and viewed along with others in the Amistad Chapel at the UCC Headquarters in Cleveland.  They now have been sent to Chaplains in Iraq.

Character Council of Hamburg, Inc.
March ’08 – Compassion

Compassion is sharing sympathetic concern for someone who is suffering and then willingly giving support or showing mercy.  Kindly help those who are troubled.

Directory
The Directories are completed and at the back of the Sanctuary.  Please pick up the one with your name on it.

Parish Nurse News

Nutrition awareness month  
The most recent update of the USDA pyramid represents a shift in thinking in American nutrition.  Greater emphasis is placed on weight control and exercise, whole grains are recommended over processed grain products, and rather than recommending a diet low in all fats, emphasis is placed on avoiding solid fats (those that are high in trans fats and saturated fats) while allowing foods that are good sources of monosaturated fats and essential fatty acids.   Check the website mypryamid.gov 

World Day of Prayer
The World Day of Prayer invites all women to join in a service at Queen of Heaven Catholic Church in West Seneca on March 7th at 2 pm.

Prayer Shawls
We have some beautiful prayer shawls made by our ladies.  If you would like to give one to a loved one, a family member, or a special someone please feel free to pick one up in the office.

News of One of Our Members that Now Resides at Eden Heights
Jeanne Draudt participated in a fashion show sponsored by The Dress Barn.  She chose two outfits to model and Dress Barn supplied the clothes, accessories, and description of the clothing.  Her picture is on the bulletin board.

Southtowns Cluster
The Southtowns Cluster has donated monies to purchase some large print Bibles for Autumn View and Lakewood Health Care facilities.

Souper Bowl of Caring
     This is the fourth year that the church school program at St. James has participated in this event.  This year we have raised $271.00 plus matching legacy funds which brings the grand total to $542.00.  The money raised will be sent to "Friends of the Night People".  This is a great effort on the part of the teachers, the congregation and all who helped in anyway to make this mission project be a success.

     When the children arrive at their class on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday they have a soup pot filled with decorations sitting on the table.  They are given ½ hour to decorate the soup pot.  When the church service ends the classes all go to their assigned areas to collect donations.  They bang their pots with spoons, shake any change that is in the pot they have decorated themselves and hassle people until they donate something.  If you would like more information on The Souper Bowl of Caring and to explore their website just log onto www.souperbowl.org. 

     A special thank you goes to Linda Meyer for taking charge on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday and overseeing this event.

Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship
     Graduating high school seniors who have served in the Christian Education program at St. James during their high school years, including their senior year, are eligible to apply for the Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship.  Applications will be mailed to those that are eligible to apply.  Completed applications MUST be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN JUNE 1ST.

Paula Pfister Dessert Auction
Sunday, March 16th, 2008 during 

Coffee Hour in the Assembly Hall
     You can tell that spring is on its way when it's time for the Paula Pfister Dessert Auction!  Please sign-up and bring a dessert or two to be bid on for this worthwhile event.  Paula was CE Director during the 80's and a pie/dessert auction is held twice a year to raise funds for a scholarship that is in her memory.  The scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors that have volunteered during their four years of high school in the Christian Education program at St. James either as a church school teacher, assistant or CE office assistant.  Paula was a wonderful person and this is a wonderful way to honor her memory.


Meditative Lenten Walk
During the Lenten Season you are invited to "Walk The Easter Path".  Discover and explore the steps that Jesus walked, following in his footsteps. Footsteps that were marked on earth long ago, but continue to lead us today.  During the Lenten Season there will be a series of stations for everyone to explore.  Each of the stations will have symbols and reminders to stop and look at and reflect on the path that Jesus walked.  Please take the time to visit each station alone or with your family or class.  Stop, pray and reflect on the meaning of each station.  The walk will be available through out the Lenten Season until a week following Easter. 

Lenten Handouts
The Board of Christian Education is offering special materials to the families of St. James.  Please be sure to check the basket on the CE table/bulletin Bd. area and help yourself to any of the items that interest you.

Palm Sunday Church School Event
Children in grades K - Middle High will be holding a Seder Meal for classes on Palm Sunday, March 16th.  The event will end at 11am so classes and staff may attend the Dessert Auction.

Easter Sunday Enrichment Time
There will NOT be any regular church school classes on Sunday, March 23rd (Easter Sunday).  Instead there will be a special Enrichment Time following the children's sermon in the Horton Lounge.  All children in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to attend.  We will be sharing a special Easter Lesson and Activity.  Children maybe picked up in the lounge following worship.  Volunteers are needed to help.

Easter Sunday Childcare
In addition to the special enrichment time, there will be CHILDCARE provided for children through age 4 during the worship service.  Just bring your child/children to the pre-school room located down the hall from the lounge. Volunteers are needed to help.

Easter Egg Hunt
Following the worship service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for children through 5th grade.  If you are interested in helping with the egg hunt please speak to Karen Reinagel.  The egg hunt has been traditionally held outside but it is always dependent on the weather.  It will be announced during the service where the egg hunt is being held.  Volunteers are needed to help.

     Please feel free to leave any donations to fill the eggs in the church office, Karen's mailbox or the CE 2nd floor office area.  Thank you ahead of time for all of your donations.

Wednesday Family Night

March 5th  6:30 - 8:30pm
The first Wednesday of each month we join together for Pizza, Salad, Beverage, Dessert and Fellowship.  Please consider joining us.  It is a chance to visit with other parents while your children attend choir, or just a chance to get out of the house and let the pizzeria do the cooking.  Please remember to sign-up on the bulletin board so we have an idea how much pizza to order.  Any question speak to Karen Reinagel.

Dunkirk Conference Center 

Summer Camping Program
Theme for 2008 "Handle With Care"

     Although the snow is still on the ground it is not to early to start to planning for the summer.  Dunkirk's program committee has been working hard over the last several months to make sure 2008 is a great season.  All of the camp’s directors are busily preparing for this year's camps.

     This year's theme is "Handle with Care".  Campers will enjoy the goodness of God's creation and explore the meaning of loving relationships with God and all creation.  In the beginning God hovered over the void bringing order to the chaos and began creating out of nothing.  During those first days, God made the heavens and the earth, the sky and sun and stars, the day and the night, the green of the plants and the blue of the water, and all creatures to walk and fly and swim.  God called it all good!  Campers will hear about their role as stewards and what it means to handle creation with care.

     Summer is on it's way, and it's time to register your child, your family or yourself to attend camp at Dunkirk Conference Center.  Dunkirk is a non-profit center that is committed to enrich the lives of children, youth and adults in a Christian environment.  The camp has a dedicated staff of volunteer directors and counselors that are to be commended for their long hours and untiring efforts.  They are special people who enjoy working with our youth who are our leaders of tomorrow.  The Conference Center is handicap accessible.  If you would like to learn more about the center go to www.dunkirkcc.org or speak to Karen Reinagel. 

     Registration forms are located outside the CE office and also on display near the lounge on the CE bulletin board display.  The Super Early Bird Deadline set by the Conference Center is March 15th, so in order to get the check printed up and to the center on time our deadline at St. James is Sunday, March 9th.  The next deadline for Dunkirk is the Early Bird rate by April 15th and for St. James we need to have your registration in by Sunday, April 6th.  After April 15th the cost is the full rate.

     Children who entered 2nd grade in the fall of 2007 are eligible to register as first time campers.  Camps are available for elementary, middle & senior high school, post high, youth, women and families.

     St. James offers a scholarship to all campers that are members of St. James.  The scholarship covers 1/3 of the cost of the March Super Early Bird Registration.  All camping registration forms and monies are to be handed into the Christian Education Office. 


Dunkirk Conference Center

2008 Camping Schedule
March 22
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny

May 17 - 18
Western Area Youth Work Weekend

May 24 - 26
Memorial Day Work Weekend

June 6 - 8
Women's Weekend

June 20 - 22
Post High Weekend

June 29 - July 2    Pilgrim Mini Camp




(Gr. 2-4)

June 29 -  July 5     Senior High Camp




(Gr.10-12)

July 6 - 12
Explorers Camp (Gr.3-5) 

July 6 - 12
Junior High Camp (Gr.7-9)

July 13 - 19
Family Camp 1

July 20 - 26
Caring Love

July 27 - Aug. 2    Family Camp 2

Aug. 3 - 9             Family Camp 3

August 10 - 16      Pioneer Camp (Gr. 5 -7)

Aug. 22 - 24
Adult Music Weekend

Aug. 24
Music Festival

Oct. 25
Halloween Happening

Dec. 6

Breakfast with Santa

YOUTH COMING EVENTS
Youth Sponsored Luncheon - Sunday, March 2nd - Look for details in the weekly bulletin.

Buffalo Bandits Game - April 19th the Youth are sponsoring a night at a Buffalo Bandits game on Saturday, April 19th.  Details are not finalized yet so be on the look out for more information in the weekly bulletin or the April newsletter.  You can also ask Donna Schumacher for more information.

The Auxiliary of the Dunkirk Conference Center, Inc.


     The Auxiliary was organized in May 1932 by a group of women to provide support for the Evangelical Conference Grounds at Dunkirk, NY.  The membership dues became a gift to the camp.  The camp then was able to use the gift money for dining tables, floor, and ceiling fans, kitchen equipment, smoke alarms, gas line repairs, paint, ramps for handicap accessibility, playground equipment and more.

     There will be envelopes on the back table in the sanctuary with cards in them.  As you enter for worship, please take one, fill out the name and address portion, and keep the receipt portion for yourself.  Enclose $2.00 per individual or $5.00 per family, and make checks payable to "The Dunkirk Auxiliary".  Place the envelope in the offering plate.  This is an annual membership drive.  The membership includes receiving the "Spirit" Newsletter.

     Other churches that have participated in the past are:  Zion UCC, Christ UCC, Kenmore UCC, Faith Williamsville UCC, Cleveland Heights Christian, Epiphany UCC, St. Matthews UCC and others.

     You may be asking yourself, "When would I use the Dunkirk Conference Center?"  Traditionally, our church picnic is held at the Conference Center.  Rain or shine we have a wonderful time.  If we have to, we move indoors to a warm heated building that still allows us to celebrate in picnic style.  Also in the summer months there are numerous camps to attend for ages 7 up to 100 plus for children, families, or groups.  St. James also sponsors a cabin at Dunkirk which is maintained by members of our congregation.  Funds to make repairs and updates come from our annual rummage sale.  So, yes we have plenty of opportunities throughout the summer/year to make use of this great facility. 

     Thank you in advance for becoming a member of "The Auxiliary" for 2008 and enjoy your visits to the Dunkirk Conference Center.

New York State Youth Event for Youth in Grades 9th - 12th

March 7th - 9th

Watson Homestead, Painted Post 

Theme:  "More Than Peace"

     March 7th - 9th is the date for this year's exciting New York State Youth Event.  This year's event is filled with many fantastic activities and workshops.  It will be a wonderful opportunity for youth and adults from all over the state to get a chance to meet, learn, have fun, and worship together. 

     This year there will also be the ever popular dance on Saturday night, as well as bible studies, and creative worship.  Bring your musical instruments if you wish and remember to bring your suit for the beautiful indoor pool.

     For more information check out the website www.uccny.org.  Consider attending along with over 200 other youth from all over New York State for fun and fellowship. 

     The cost for this event is $135.00  plus travel and transportation cost.  One-half of the fee is covered by funds from Christian Education and the parents or the youth attending pay for the other half ($67.50).  The deadline for application was Feb.23rd so that means the St. James deadline was Feb. 17th.  If you are still interested and it is after the deadline talk to Karen and she will check and see if there is still room.

Music Ministry

March is a special month for music this year.  The Chancel choir is providing some outstanding choral singing to heighten the meaning of the Lenten season.  The Cherubs and Youth will be singing on Palm Sunday.  Our music for Easter Sunday...so early this year...will feature the Chancel choir with organ and trumpet.

Please keep in mind that our youth will be preparing musical selections for Teacher's Appreciation Sunday.  I have several vocal selections that need young female singers--Pie Jesu by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Just a Single voice---a great number written for an all County Choral Festival in 2000.  Please think about participating and contact me soon.  We invite all young people at St. James to participate in Teacher's Appreciation. 

March Rehearsal Schedule-2008
Chancel choir wu 9:15 March 2,9
All choirs wu 9:15 Palm Sunday
Chancel choir wu 9:15 Easter Sunday
Special Music Sunday March 30, wu at 9:15 for those participating.

Chancel Choir Sunday rehearsal's at 11am on March 2,9,16
NO Rehearsal March 23 or March 30.  Next rehearsal will be April 6th at 11am

Wednesday rehearsal Cherubs at 7pm youth/teens at 7:30 pm
March 5,12, 19, No Rehearsal on March 26, next rehearsal will be on April 2. 

Happy Easter and God's blessings throughout this Lenten season
Christina, Music Director



 Thank you to Clyde Collins for your faithfulness for snow blowing and keeping the steps and sidewalks clear of snow these winter months.  We really appreciate it!


Patty Jensen & Nancy Weimer
I want to extend my sincere thanks to Bob, Alva and to all who took the time to call me or send get well cards.  Each gave me a lift at a time when I was down.

A special thanks to Betty Witzleben for her daily visits and to Kitty Sandoval for furnishing transportation to my medical appointments.

St. James truly is a caring church.


Laura Zittel
Thank you for the many cards you have sent me.

God bless, Margaret Henry
Thank you to everyone who has brought in treats for our military.  They will be on their way to the front lines soon.

Thank you, Linda Meyer
Women’s Sewing Mission Group
Our next meeting of the Women’s Sewing Mission Group will be on March 11, 2008.  We meet from 9:30am until 12 noon at which time we stop for lunch.  Please bring a sandwich and Laura Zittel will provide dessert.  Please join us!


Servers Fellowship Group
The Servers Fellowship Group will meet March 25th in the Horton Lounge at 1:00 pm.  We are busy planning our Spring Soup Sale which will be held April 19th from 11am until 2pm unless sold out before.  All take out orders should be placed by April 14th.

There will be a sign-up sheet for workers and donations.

Food Pantry
March 2 - pancake mixes, oatmeal

March 9 - pasta and pasta dinner mixes

March 16 - canned and dry soups

March 23 - peanut butter and meat products

March 30 - canned juice and juice mixes

REGISTRY - DEATHS
Hermina Draudt
born: August 11, 1923

died: January 23, 2008

service: January 30, 2008

Cyril Wittmeyer
born: February 17, 1922

died: January 28, 2008

service: February 4, 2008



Are you a packrat or a saver -

 you decide!

It’s Rummage Sale Time 

Again
Mark the dates below on your calendar and let the cleaning begin!  Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.  We will be accepting you USEABLE items beginning Monday, March 24 through Thursday, March 27th.  There will be designated area in the Assembly Hall for your treasures.  

Anyone interested in helping should sign up on the bulletin board or talk to Patty Jensen.

Workers are needed for the kitchen and floor as well as people to bake for the bake sale that will be held during the rummage sale.

Please DO NOT ask to bring items earlier than the beginning date as there is no room at the church to store them.  If you need assistance getting things to the church we will try to arrange a pick up.

We are looking for people with trucks and vans to help with the removal of leftover items and cleaning of the Assembly Hall on March 30th.  Let’s make this year go as smoothly as last year.  Remember, “Many hands make light work!”

Here are those dates to remember:
Thursday, March 27, 9:30am - ??: 


Set-up and Pricing

Friday, March 28, 5:30-8:30pm

PREVIEW NIGHT $1 donation

NO EARLY BIRDS OR SNEAK PEEKS!

Saturday, March 29, 9:30am-2:30pm

Rummage Sale (Bag Sale begins at 1:30pm)

Sunday, March 30 - 

Bag sale AFTER CHURCH

$3.00 a bag, that means only items that FIT into a bag.  Everything else will be half price.

Friday and Saturday there will be roast beef sandwiches, baked goods and beverages for sale.

Happy Cleaning!

(Patty Jensen 649-6171)

The Connector
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