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LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES
One of the special ways that we observe Advent is with the lighting of candles on our Advent wreath.  These candles remind us of some of the many gifts God offers to us.

Any individuals or families who would like to help by lighting the Advent Candles on a particular Sunday – or to help light the aisle candles on Christmas Eve, please contact Reverend Matlack.

A Message From Bob
ADVENT
Advent was set aside as a season of anticipation and preparation.  It was first identified in the fourth century by Hilary of Poitiers who indicated that it was observed for a three-week period in Gaul.
This year the first Sunday in Advent is November 30th.  The focus of the season is intended to include not only preparation for the anniversary of Christ’s birth, but also the anticipation of Christ’s return at the close of history.
That’s different than what we typically do this time of year!  In our society we know how to plan the parties, buy the food, shop for presents and to do all of the other things that we do in our society to prepare for Christmas, but most people find it very difficult to spend time in reflection and preparing themselves spiritually to celebrate the wonder of Christ’s birth, and to anticipate Christ’s return.  It is easier when we can feel like we’re doing something, particularly in a season where we feel like there is so much to be done!

Yet Advent isn’t so much about doing, as about our state of being.  It is a time to really prepare ourselves inside; a time when we need to stop and reflect, to pray, and to ask God to really prepare us for the wonder of Christ’s birth.  In this season of economic hardship in our nation, observing the original intention of Advent doesn’t cost any money ─  only some time, some effort, some openness to God and God’s plans for our lives.
This year let’s try to really observe Advent.  Let’s spend some time waiting and preparing; time that really focuses on our spiritual lives and seeks to get us ready to celebrate Christ’s birth in the most meaningful of all ways.  This year may Advent be a time of really preparing for the wonder of Christmas.
Bob
CHRISTMAS EVE 
7:30 p.m. – Family Candlelight Service – There is something for everyone in this celebration.  It includes many favorite carols, a Christmas Story, and, of course, communion.

11:00 p.m. – We will welcome Christmas Day with our traditional Candlelight Communion Service.
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ADVENT WORKSHOP
December 7th after Church

Everyone is invited to attend.  There will be crafts for the little ones and youth.  There will also be card making for our shut-ins in which adults can participate with.
We are having “subs” made by our youth in honor of Pearl Harbor Day.  

Work a bit and take time out for a “sub” with family and friends.

SEWING MISSION
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, December 9th at 9:30 a.m.  We will be meeting in the Assembly Hall.

After our sewing session we will carpool to Fox Run where we will join the Serves for a Christmas Luncheon.

KATHERINE MARY HOUSE FUNDRAISING EVENT
Fundraising can be fun as well as productive.  January 15, 2009 has been selected by the Social Concerns Committee to help the Katherine Mary House.  The fun part is that we are asking members of St. James to skip a meal for charity.  You have your choice of giving by selecting the meal you would like to give us:

· Breakfast would be $5.00

· Lunch would be $7.50; and

· Dinner would be $10.00

Please consider skipping a meal on that date, individually or as a family, and donate the money to St. James for the Katherine Mary House.

Please note that we will be requesting matching funds from our Legacy Committee.

CYN FAIR

Casting Your Nets (CNY) will be sponsoring a Committee Information Fair Progressive Brunch after church on December 14th.

There are many areas in the church where your skills and gifts can be used each organization in the church will tell you what they are about.

Feel free to browse, munch and sign-up.

NOTES FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR
Christmas is a perfect time to sing for joy and spend some time up close with music of our faith.  We tell the Christmas story in our carols and hymns during this season.

Interested singers are always welcome to participate with the Chancel Choir.  Please see me if you would like to sing during the Christmas season!

On December 3, 10, and 17 the Cherub Choir will be rehearsing at 7:00 p.m. and the Youth/Teen Choir will be rehearsing at 7:30 p.m.

The Chancel Choir will b e rehearsing on December 11 at 7:00 p.m.
The Chancel Choir will rehearse on Sunday December 7, 14, and 21 at 11:00; with warm-ups at 9:15.

God’s blessings to you this Christmas season.

Christina
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PARISH NURSING

Falls are dangerous health hazards, especially as winter comes on; there are a greater number of incidents of falling.

How can we prevent falls?

Exercise regularly, review your prescriptions and over the counter medications, have regular eye exams, improve the lighting in your home and outside, check your home to make sure hazards such as slippery floors and rugs or cords are avoided.
SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER

A number of our church families are self-employed and we urge everyone to support them in their work.  

There are also some who do part-time work and don’t mind taking on a small job.  

Please help us make this list comprehensive by calling the church office to add your name and number to our list.

Carol Lee Rubeck – Associate Broker

Hunt Real Estate 716-743-5163

www.RubeckResults.com
Thad Kosmowski – “Man About the House

Repairs, remodeling and custom cupolas

716-861-8227

REPORT FROM WNY ACC
NOVEMBER 2008

Sometimes we really do not know of how we give and how much we give to the wider church.  At our annual fall meeting we celebrated the following via PowerPoint presentations:

· National Youth Event, Katrina

· Homebuilding, Disaster Response

· Burmese Refugee Families, Camp

· Trinity Outreach and Casting Your Nets

We also heard and celebrated from Germany, India, Silver Bay Conference, Northeast Regional Assembly, Network of Religious Comm. and Dunkirk.
Reports from missions we are supporting:

Global Ministries

N.Y. Help, United Church Home, Voice Buffalo, the Resource Center

Community Ministries:
This Little Light of Mine

Coalition of Economic Justice

Good Shepherd Community of Faith

Liberty and Justice for All

We enjoyed an interpretive dance by Madelyn Reed and special music by Julia Harvey and Ethan Schrodt.

It was good to share and see the work that the church is doing.

Alva
The Servers Christmas Party this year will be December 9th at Fox Run at 1pm. If any other ladies in the congregation would like to join us you are welcomed to attend. The Deadline for reservations is December 1st Contact Joanne Roberts or Laura Zittlel, The party will include a tour of Fox Run.

THANK YOU TO . . 
David Banks for finishing the lawns for the season.
Laurie Karn for donating a refrigerator

To everyone who helped cooked and prepare for the G.I.F.T. Thanksgiving Dinner.  It was delicious and the service was very meaningful.
We wish to thank everyone for prayers, cards and phone calls during and after Jack’s hospitalization.  Jack is doing well and getting stronger every day.  It is said, “Kind deeds and thoughtfulness is a reflection on one’s soul.”  May many blessings find their way back to you.  A special thank you to Rev. Bob and Pastor Alva for their uplifting visits.

─ Jack and Viola Noel

Many Thanks to the Chancel Choir and Christina and the many good wishes acknowledging my “retirement” from the Chancel Choir. It has been a great joy and pleasure to be part of this music worship at St. James.
Norma Monckton

MANY VOICES – ONE SPIRIT – CELEBRATING DIVERSITY THROUGH MUSIC

January 17 – 18, 2009

The Hamburg Presbyterian Church invites everyone to join them for an awe-inspiring weekend with Dr. Melva Costen, internationally known composer, arranger, author and speaker.  Dr. Costen recently retired as Helmar Emil Nielsen Professor of Church Music and worship at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, GA and accepted a teaching post at Yale Institute of Sacred Music and Yale Divinity School, New Haven, CT as Visiting Professor of Liturgical Studies.  
Two workshops are being offered on Saturday at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with a refreshment break at 10:30 a.m..  

Sunday, January 18 at 3:00 p.m. you will hear a massed choir from Buffalo and local area churches with Dr. Costen as the choir director, accompanied by Joanne Hollenbeck at the Allen Organ.

To continue the evening of diversity, everyone attending the program is welcome to attend a potluck dinner and encouraged to bring a favorite cultural dish to pass.  There is no charge for the weekend.  However, reservations for the workshops and potluck dinner are required by calling Hamburg Presbyterian Church at 649-1970.  If there is no answer, please leave your message.
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ADVENT ITEMS
On the first Sunday in Advent (November 30th) during the children’s sermon the children will receive a special advent gift.  They will also hear about the special “No Tag Left Behind” policy for this year’s Angel/Mitten Tree (more information in Angel/Mitten Tree Article).

A basket of advent items is on display located near the bulletin board.  Please help yourself to any items you might like during the advent season, complements of the Christian Education Department.  

“NO TAG LEFT BEHIND”
The Board of Christian Education has decided to center this Advent Season around the theme “Giving.”  With that in mind, the Board is pledging to make sure every tag on the Angel Tree has a gift to be sent back to the Salvation Army so we can adhere to the “No Tag Left Behind” policy.  The money donated in the children’s offering envelopes will help to defray the cost of purchasing the gifts we need in order to fulfill this.  You are also invited to make monetary donations to help defray the cost of purchasing gifts to fill the tag requests during the advent season; just place them in an envelope, label the envelope “No Tag Left Behind” and place it in the offering plate or leave it in Karen Reinagel’s mailbox in the church office.  Please help make this Christmas special for someone in need.  

ANGEL/MITTEN TREE
The Angel/Mitten Tree is a tradition at St. James for as long as I can remember.  The tree is used to place warm hats, mittens, gloves, & scarves on the branches and then given to needed children. The tags on the tree are to be taken so you can purchase a gift for the child whose name appears on the tag you’ve chosen.  You can either purchase the suggested items or choose one that you would like to give.  If you keep your receipt it can be attached to the top part of the tag for tax purposes.

The gift tags have arrived so let the giving begin. Remember do not gift wrap your gift!  Please  return it and place it under the tree in the sanctuary or the lounge with the original tag attached to the item/s.  The Salvation Army needs to be able to see all the gifts, if you wrap them they have to unwrap them to check each gift.  The deadline to bring in gifts, hats, mittens, etc. is Sunday December 14h. If you have any questions please speak to Karen.


Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 21st is the date to circle on your calendar for this year’s Christmas Pageant.  It is always a special morning and service when the children of our congregation tell the story of the birth of the Christ Child.  The service begins at 10:00am and the pageant will be presented in place of the children’s sermon. Fittings for costumes will be taking place in November and finishing on December 7th.  Please be sure to fill out pageant permission forms and return it to the box at the CE. Bulletin Board display or the CE Office. We only mail permission forms if you call and request to have one mailed to you.

The dress rehearsal for the pageant is scheduled for Saturday, December 20th at10:00 a.m. and will be followed by a holiday pizza party.  We plan to finish around noon. If you would like to help with the pageant, rehearsal or party, please speak to Karen.  
Permission slips are available on the table by the CE bulletin board  display.  We always have room for all the children that would like to be included in the cast.  Participation in the pageant is usually for four years old and up.  If a parent feels that their three-year old is ready to be in the pageant, please speak to Karen to make arrangements.  The youngest children are usually the stars.  If you have any questions please feel free to call the Christian Education Office and speak to Karen.

CALLING ALL YOUTH – SNOW ANGELS NEEDED
Forecast - snow, snow, snow, and more snow!  Sound familiar?  
Winter is just around the corner and the village gets more than its share of snow.  As winter arrives, the inevitable chore of keeping sidewalks and driveways clear of snow and ice comes with it.
Last year more than 30 youth in the village signed up to be “Snow Angels” and volunteered to provide assistance to village residents who needed help during the winter months.  
Our Snow Angel Program was recognized by the National League of Cities as one of the most successful and creative programs from cities and towns across the country.

We want to continue the Snow Angel Program again this year and are looking for volunteers to sign up.  The village tries to match up youth in the same area of the village where the residents have a need.  All arraignments made are between the youth and the resident.

If you are a youth that is interested in participating, please contact Lynn Detzel at 649-6170 or via email ldetzel@villagehamburg.com
or Recreation Supervisor 
Bill Nye at bnye@villagehamburg.com 

It is this service spirit that enables the village to work toward its vision of being the most desirable community in Western NY; where quality of life, affordability and innovation are the norm.

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

Board of CE Annual Christmas Party Board of CE 
The annual Christmas Party and Meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 2nd at Gay Lynn Nelson’s home, 6126 McKinley Parkway, Hamburg, NY at 7:00 p.m.  Please bring an appetizer or a dessert to share.  

4th Grade Bible Study 
The 4th Grade Bible Study will take place on Sunday, November 23rd & Sunday, November 30th with a copy of The Good News Bible being presented to the 4th graders on Sunday, December 7th during worship. 
The children will be studying with Pastor Alva in preparation to receive their Bibles. This is a special time in the life of the children; they are now old enough to be able to read and have a better understanding of what has been written about within the covers of this special book. If you have a child in 4th grade and have not received a letter before the classes start, please speak to Karen or Pastor Alva.  

If you have a child in fourth grade be on the look out for a letter explaining the details of the Bible study and the presentation. If you have any question please feel free to speak to Karen Reinagel.

FAMILY NIGHT

December 3rd 

Family Night will be held the first Wednesday in December from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  Please remember to sign-up if you are planning on attending.  When you sign-up please indicate whether you are willing to stay and help clean up following the event.   Also indicate if you are willing to bring a dessert.  
If you have a special activity you would like to lead to entertain the children be sure to let Karen know.  Karen is always looking for suggestions and help.  Remember sign-up, help if you can and please remember to attend.  This night is for you and you can make it what you want!  Talk to Karen if you have questions or idea's.

YOUTH NEWS
Fund-Raising Projects
Don't forget our on-going fund-raising projects;

Abitibi Paper Recycling
Can & Bottle Drive

 St..Pauly's Textile Drive, and our Candy Bar Sale

We will also be selling “Enjoy The City Coupon Books” during November and early December.  Books are $20.00 each.  Please speak to a youth or Karen or Donna if you’re interested in purchasing a book.

Youth Calendar of Events 2008 - 2009
If you are a member of our Youth program you should have received a mailing of our yearly events calendar list for 2008 - 2009.  If you did not receive one please let Karen know and she will have one sent to you or you can pick up a copy in the bin outside the CE Office or in the bin on the Youth Bulletin Board.

Upcoming Youth Events to Mark on Your Calendars 
“12 Hours & 12 Minutes of Christmas” - Calling all Middle & Sr. High Youth - Tuesday, December 30th  
We will be leaving church at 10:52 a.m. and heading to the Newcomb Farm, 10659 W. Perrysburg Road, Perrysburg, NY & returning to St. James at 11:04 p.m.  
Permission and sign-up sheets will be on the Youth Bulletin Board.  Bring a $5.00 gift to exchange if you care to participate in the optional gift exchange.  If you have questions please  talk to Donna!  Bring warm clothing for outdoor activities.  
If you are Interested in chaperoning or driving talk to Donna or Karen.

Tubing 
Jan 25th
Watch the Youth Bulletin Board for more information and sign-up sheet.

Youth Board Meeting January 27th at 6:15 p.m. in the Resource Room

Thank You’s
Thank you to everyone who continues to support our Youth fund-raisers.


Youth Sponsored Pancake Breakfast
Thank you to everyone who supported our fundraiser. 

Youth Sponsored Sabres Game
Thank you to everyone who attended the Sabres Game. We had a great time!  Go Sabres!
Sr. High Youth Class
 Thank you to the Sr. High Class for bagging the Harvest Home Collection on Sunday, November 23rd.

Thank you to Margaret Stuhr and all the CE Staff who helped to run this year’s Halloween Party.  I received many positive comments on what a great job you did and the kids told me they had a lot of fun.

Peace,

Karen 

Paula Pfister Pie Auction  

Thank you to everyone who donated something for the auction and thank you for everyone who attended and bid on the goodies. The proceeds of the auction go to the Paula Pfister Scholarship Fund.  Paula was a wonderful person who served as our CE Director and she worked hard for our children and congregation.  


Operation Christmas Child   
Thank you to everyone who participated in this event;

The Power of a Simple Gift  
Operation Christmas Child bring joys and hope to children in desperate situations worldwide through gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News of God’s love.  
The Christmas Fund Offering 
The Christmas Fund Offering, one of four Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ (UCC), is an important way of sharing our joy at God's renewing and life-giving grace. The Offering is an expression of joy and gratitude to, and for, those who serve the church.

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employees and Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of annuitants.

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 
Food Pantry Items for December
Dec. 7th
Paper Products
Dec. 14th
Jello & Pudding Mixes

Dec. 21st
Bisquick & Bread Mixes

Dec. 28th
Hot & Cold Cereals
Registry Items

DEATHS

Scott M. Hackett

Born:  July 14, 1960

Died:  November 1, 2008

Service:  November 5, 2008
Janice L. Klein

Born:  August 29, 1936

Died:  November 1, 2008

Service:  November 6, 2008

Margaret Henry

Born:  March 27, 1914

Died:  November 10, 2008

Service:  November 15, 2008

Another Soup-er Success!

On October 11, the Servers Fellowship held it Fall Soup Sale raising a grand total of 

$1724.75.  This was all profit since all the ingredients were donated from various sources.  Thank you to all who helped make this a success whether it was financial donations or helping hands not only ladies but many men came to help.
Thank you again!

Joanne Roberts
The Heart

'Tomorrow morning,' the surgeon began,
'I'll open up your heart...'

'You'll find Jesus there,' the boy interrupted.

The surgeon looked up, annoyed 'I'll cut your heart open,' he continued,
to see how much damage has been done..'

But when you open up my heart, you'll find Jesus in there,' said the boy.

The surgeon looked to the parents, who sat quietly. 'When I see how much
damage has been done, I'll sew your heart and chest back up, and I'll plan what to do next.'

'But you'll find Jesus in my heart. The Bible says He lives there. The hymns all say He lives there. You'll find Him in my heart.'

The surgeon had had enough. 'I'll tell you what I'll find in your heart.  I'll find damaged muscle, low blood supply, and weakened vessels.  And I'll find out if I can make you well.'

'You'll find Jesus there too. He lives there.'

The surgeon left.

The surgeon sat in his office, recording his notes from the surgery, '...damaged aorta, damaged pulmonary vein, and widespread muscle degeneration.  No hope for transplant, no hope for cure. Therapy: painkillers and bed rest. Prognosis: here he paused, 'death within one year.'

He stopped the recorder, but there was more to be said. 'Why?' he asked aloud.
'Why did You do this? You've put him here; You've put him in this pain; and You've cursed him to an early death. Why?'

The Lord answered and said, 'The boy, my lamb, was not meant for your flock for long, for he is a part of My flock, and will forever be. Here, in My flock, he will feel no pain, and will be    comforted as you
cannot imagine.

His parents will one day join him here, and they will know peace, and My flock will continue to grow.'

The surgeon's tears were hot, but his anger was hotter. 'You created that boy, and You created that heart. He'll be dead in months. Why?'

The Lord answered, 'The boy, My lamb, shall return to My flock, for He has done his duty: I did not put My lamb with your flock to lose him, but to retrieve another lost lamb.'
The surgeon wept... 
The surgeon sat beside the boy's bed; the boy's parents sat across from him. The boy awoke and whispered, 'Did you cut open my heart?'
'Yes,' said the surgeon.
'What did you find?' asked the boy.

'I found Jesus there,' said the surgeon.

Author Unknown - Celebrate Jesus in 2008

	DECEMBER 2008

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	NOTE:  Poinsettia Sunday is December 14th.  You may pick up your Poinsettia after service on Saturday or Sunday
	1
	2
7:00 Board of CE Meeting and Christmas Party
	3
6:30 Family Night

7:00 Cherub Choral Rehearsal

7:30 Youth/Teen Choral Rehearsal
	4
NO BIBLE STUDY

7:00 TLC Board Meeting
	5
	6
9:00  Property Committee Meeting

	7
4TH GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION DURING CHURCH

ADVENT WORKSHOP WITH SUB & DESSERT FOLLOWING CHURCH
	8
7:00 Church Council Meeting
	9
9:30 Sewing Mission followed by Christmas Party with Servers at Fox Run
	10
7:00 Cherub Choral Rehearsal

7:30 Youth/Teen Choral Rehearsal
	11
10:00  - Bible Study
	12
	13

	14
10:00 ADVENT CHORAL CONCERT


	15
	16
	17
7:00 Cherub Choral Rehearsal

7:30 Youth/Teen Choral Rehearsal
	18
10:00  - Bible Study
	19
	20
9:00  Property Committee Meeting

10:00 – Noon

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

	21
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DURING CHURCH SERVICE
	22
	23
	24
7:30 – Family Candlelight Service

11:00 Candlelight Service


	25
CHRISTMAS
	26
	27

	28
	29
	30
“12 HOUR AND 12 MINUTES OF CHRISTMAS”
	31
NO CHOIR REHEARSAL
	NOTE:  

DEADLINE FOR ANGEL/MITTEN TREE DONATIONS IS DECEMBER 14
	NOTE:  

DEADLINE FOR ENJOY THE CITY FUNDRAISER IS DECEMBER 14
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THE BELL 
I KNOW WHO I AM
I am God's child (John 1:12)
I am Christ's friend (John 15:15 )
I am united with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17)
I am bought with a price (1 Cor 6:19-20)
I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
I am a personal witness of Christ.  (Acts 1:8)
I am the salt & light of the earth (Matt 5:13-14) 

I am a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27)
I am free forever from condemnation ( Rom. 8: 1-2)
I am a citizen of Heaven. I am significant (Phil 3:20)
I am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31 -34)
I am a minister of reconciliation for God (2 Cor 5:17-21) 
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18)
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6)
I cannot be separated from the love of God (Rom 8:35-39)
I am established, anointed, sealed by God  (2 Cor 1:21-22 )
I am assured all things work together for good  (Rom. 8:28 )
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16 )
I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12 )
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13)
I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5)
I am God's temple (1 Cor. 3: 16).   I am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10)
I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). I have been justified (Romans 5:1)
I am God's co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1). I am God's workmanship (Eph. 2:10)
I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected. (Phil. 1: 5)
I have been redeemed and forgiven ( Col 1:14). I have been adopted as God's child (Eph 1:5)
I belong to God
The St. James Connector	December 2008


	Editor:  Linda Meyer


St. James United Church of Christ	Email: - � HYPERLINK mailto:stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com ��stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com�


76 Main Street, Hamburg, NY 14075	(716) 649-6171	Website – www.saintjamesucc.com








WE’RE HERE FOR YOU!





The Church Office hours are Monday – Friday from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  If you wish you can leave a message on the Church’s answering machine, which is checked frequently or please feel free to contact Bob or Alva during those times.  If you need to get a hold of them after hours or in case of an emergency you can reach Bob at 533-0570 or Alva at 648-9233.
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CHARACTER COUNCIL OF HAMBURG, INC.


“Creating a Culture of Character”








December:  Generosity





Generosity is carefully managing my resources so I can freely give to those in need.





To demonstrate generosity in my life, I will:





Share what I have with others;


Recycle;


Not expect anything in return of my generosity;


Give of my time and talents;


Praise the good I see in others.
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