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From the Pastor…..

SEPTEMBER IS HERE!

Things have been pretty quiet at St. James over the summer. The congregation is normally much smaller – and it has been. This year, road construction has been taking place on Main Street, and that’s made access more complicated. In particular, on Sunday mornings we don’t have the sound of many children’s voices over the summer.

September 9th all of that changes! That’s the opening day of Church School and we have some special activities planned!!! However, even more important than the fun and the food is that this is a time to worship the one who has given us life, and to teach our children about faith that has and continues to shape our lives.

Our community is richer and stronger when we’re all active and involved. Make sure you’re there on September 9th – and in the weeks that follow. Be an active part of this special community of faith – and know the blessings of involvement.

See you there!

Bob

An Introduction to

SHADLE REMODELING UCC

(Formerly known as St. James United Church of Christ)

Faced with another summer of missed pledges and declining contributions (made worse by ongoing Main Street reconstruction), the Church Council at its July 23rd meeting voted to sell the naming rights to the church. Sources close to several Council members indicated this step was taken only after much discussion, and only as a last resort before church members would again be asked to catch up with their pledges.

All Council members were pleased, however, to accept the bid of long-time church member William “Bill” Shadle on behalf of his well-respected contracting business. (This article is a complete fabrication.) Members felt that the values Mr. Shadle has always built his business upon were most compatible with those upon which the former St. James was founded.

One Council member, speaking on condition of anonymity, indicated that a higher bid from the law firm of Wilding & Walder had been rejected. Some members felt that the firm’s well-known slogan (“If the Devil made you do it, we can help!”) might become a source of controversy. (This article is a joke, really!)

In the coming weeks, members will begin to see new signage around the church and a marketing campaign in the print media publicizing the new Shadle Remodeling UCC. It is anticipated that this campaign will draw considerable attention to the church and provide the church with a more modern image than was possible under its old, traditional (need we say “dull”?) name.

The new slogan of our church (with its totally fictitious new name) will be:

“A Congregation Built By God and Constantly Remodeled”

This article was completely untrue. But current trends – unless reversed -- in actual income versus 2007 pledges will result in a substantial deficit at year-end. We hope that drastic measures, like selling the naming rights to the church or cutting programs (more likely!) will be unnecessary. If you are behind in your giving, you can help by catching up (or exceeding) your pledge.

Respectfully,
Bud Jet

Music Notes

Welcome back…Fall 2007 Music Ministry invites you!

After a beautiful summer I hope everyone feels refreshed and ready for a new season and choir start-ups!


The Cherub, Youth and Teen choirs will begin rehearsal on Wednesday, September 19th. 7pm-Cherubs;   7:30 Youth ; and 8:15 Teens 

The Adult choir will begin singing on Sunday, September 16th, with warm-up at 9:15 am. All interested singers are welcome to attend and participate at the 10am worship service.


Our Sunday 11am schedule will begin also.

Mark your calendar now with these dates:  

September11:  Memorial service with area churches at 7pm. The choir and any interested singers are invited to prepare music for the service at 5:45 in the Music room

March 8, 2008:  Youth Choir Festival.   Time 3pm   Rehearsal at 1pm at the Kenmore Presbyterian Church, Delaware Ave. Sponsored by the Buffalo AGO

ALL ABOUT MUSIC IN WORSHIP

Beginning with Sunday, September 30, the LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH WILL BE OPEN FOR SPECIAL MUSIC OFFERINGS.
Vocal,instrumental, solos or ensembles are all welcome. Start brushing up and let me know when you would like to participate!

Dietrich Buxtehude  1637-1707

I will be playing organ music from this great composer to honor the 300th anniversary of his death. Buxtehude's music was intended for the church service to enhance the worship experience. He was the most famous and respected organist of the time in Germany in 1705. 


I will feature a brief discussion about the upcoming musical selections in the monthly bulletin. Your comments are always welcome.

Looking forward to a great year, 

Christina

Music Director
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FALL CHURCH SCHOOL KICKOFF, LUNCH & ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sunday, Sept. 9th
Come and join us immediately following worship for LUNCH (cookout with hamburgers, hotdogs, and chips), fun and games with ICE CREAM to follow. This has become a favorite tradition at St. James, a relaxed and fun way to begin the new church school year. Bring a chair and your favorite topping to share.
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Soup’s On!

It sure hasn’t been soup weather. But it will be. And just in time for the coming autumn chill is the annual Soup Sale. 

The sale, October 13th from 11:30am to 2:30 (or sold out), offers eat-in or take out, with take-out sold for $5 a quart, and eat-in offering a soup with bread and dessert for only $5 per adult and $3 for children 12 and under.

Homemade soup choices on the menu board are Beef Vegetable, Chicken Noodle, Ham & Bean, Broccoli Cheese and Chili.

To place advance orders, call 649-6171 by 3:00pm Wednesday, October 6th.

From Rev. Deborah Baxter
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Eggertsville UCC

The songs of Cole Porter (1891-1964) are always fresh, no matter how many 
times they're played.  Some of the, funniest, most clever and romantic 
songs ever written came from the pen of Cole Porter. He is widely considered to be the greatest American songwriter of the 20th Century.  There are very few composer/lyricists who can match him for timelessness with the lyrical twists and expressions of universal sentiment that keep the songs fresh.

Several of the area's finest performers will underscore that point on Saturday, Sept. 15, when they present a performance of Cole Porter songs 
at Eggertsville United Church of Christ. Between them Kelly Ball, Michelle S. Holden, Katy Miner, Corey Neil, and David Wagner have appeared in many productions at the Lancaster Opera House, Alleyway Theater, and STAGE; performed in area Choruses and Choirs; and sung dinner music, with an emphasis on Cole Porter

The evening will begin at 7:30 p.m. followed by a reception at which hors 
d'oeuvres and dessert will be served.
A free will offering will be taken. For more information please call 832-8663.

Eggertsville UCC is located in the Town of Amherst at the corner of Sheridan Dr. and Sweet Home Rd.
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Say It With Pictures!

You may now submit photographs to be published in the Connector. If you would like to include a photo of your event or group to accompany a Connector article, you may either drop off your photos at the church office to the attention of the Connector Editor, or you may email digital photos to thadeenz97@verizon.net, with “connector photos” in the subject line. We cannot guarantee every photo will be published, but we will do our best as space permits.

Women’s Sewing Mission

Tuesday, September 11 @ 9:30am

Sewing Mission will begin their new season with a sewing session on Tuesday, September 11th in the Assembly Hall beginning at 9:30am. Sewers and non-sewers are welcome; [image: image7.jpg]


there is work for everyone! Bring a bag lunch (coffee and tea are provided). Helen Markus will delight us with a delicious dessert.
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S.O.S: Save Our Stamps!

Please pick up your contributor’s statement at the beginning of October. This saves the church postage money. Statements will be found on the tables near the church doors. – Barb Reuter

Server News

The Servers will meet in the lounge on September 25th. The Fall Soup sale is October 13th. Bring family & friends for lunch. $5 per person (eat in; $3 for kids 12 and under) or $5 per quart (take out).

Coffee Hour Volunteers Needed

One of the most cherished traditions of St. James is the after-service coffee hour. It’s a moment to relax and enjoy the company of our friends over light refreshments, and to bask in the fellowship that St. James has come to embody for so many of us.

However, coffee doesn’t brew itself, and we’re still waiting for the Property Committee to install the self-cleaning kitchen we’ve been dreaming of. Therefore, we need hands in the kitchen to set up, serve and clean up for Sunday Coffee Hour. There are 52 Sundays, and 52 Coffee Hours. Are there 52 people out there who could donate at least an hour of time out of the year to the pleasure of their St. James friends?

Are you one of them? I’ll just bet you are. Sign up on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.

It Can’t Happen Here…can it?

The story in the Buffalo News was a shocker: St. Paul’s UCC, on Indian Church Rd in South Buffalo, is closing. Rev. Wayne Sova was quoted in the News story as saying that the congregation had dwindled to just a handful of members, shrinking from the 100+ member congregation it had enjoyed in the 1950s and 60s. The reason for the decline was simple math: fewer new members to replace members lost through death or relocation. This is a good reminder that full, active church is a healthy church. 

This Sunday, why not invite a friend 

or neighbor for a visit?
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From the UCC Desk Calendar & Plan Book

“You know, if you want a church where you can pretend for an hour or two that everything is just fine with you, with your family, and with the world, then we’re probably not for you. But if you want a church where you can tell the truth about how it is and know that it’s okay, maybe you’ll find a home here”
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United Church Home Society News
Executive Director Tom Reinagel announces that the UCHS will hold a Theme Basket Luncheon at the Creekside Banquet Center at 11am on September 29.

Tom also announces that the Fox Run community development is moving toward its November opening date. Upon opening, the UCHS will be moving its offices to Orchard Park.

Women’s Bible study

Friday, September 28th 7pm

We are planning an 8-week session on faith building devotions on questions Christians ask. We will then take a break and resume after the holidays.

Southtowns Cluster Dinner

Sunday, October 7 @ First Congregational, Angola

You are invited to the Southtowns Cluster Dinner. The gathering begins with refreshments at 5:30, followed by dinner at 6:00. Immediately following dinner will be a presentation by Heidi Walling on her trips to Africa.

The cost is $15, and paid reservations must be made to the office by September 29th.

September Food Pantry

Sept. 2…Canned Juice and Juice mixes
Sept. 9…Dry Milk
Sept. 16…Cake & muffin mixes

Sept. 23…Canned vegetables

Sept. 30…Instant Potatoes
FLU CLINIC

Thursday, October 4, 10am-2pm

The Visiting Nursing Association of WNY, Inc will sponsor a Flu clinic at St.
James on Thursday, October 4th, from 10am to 2pm. No appointment necessary; walk-ins only!
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YOUTH NEWS
Youth Planning Meeting set for Tuesday, August 28th @ 6:30pm in the resource Room. Anyone interested in helping to plan event or work with the Youth program are invited to attend. Since we didn’t meet before the August 15th newsletter deadline, we remind you to be on the lookout in the bulletin, or on bulletin boards, on flyers and mailings for information regarding youth events that we are planning.

A note to parents and church members: If you are willing to donate your time and talents to help with the Youth program, please speak to Karen Reinagel. This can be anything from volunteering to run a youth activity to chaperoning an event or providing transportation to events.

Youth House & Property

Did you realize that the Youth of St. James are responsible for maintaining and raising funds for the care and operation of the Youth House? A special “Thank You” to everyone who has supported their efforts through financial contributions, by mowing the lawn, or by donating to the many fundraisers.

Family Night

Wednesday, Sept. 19th 6:30pm-8:30pm

On the 2nd Wednesday of each month we gather to share dinner; the kids attend Choir rehearsals while the adults visit and catch up. Enjoy a fun, relaxed atmosphere for all. Sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board. The menu is always pizza, salad and dessert…if someone brings something (hint, hint).

Ongoing Fundraisers for St. James Youth:

Can & Bottle Drive: Leave your donated containers in the barrels provided on the Youth House Porch.

St. Pauly’s Textile: Donate used clothing in the shed behind the Youth House.

Abitibi Paper Recycling: Leave paper, catalogs, office paper, phone books, in the green and yellow Dumpster at the rear of the parking lot.

G.I.F.T: Growing In Faith Together

GIFT was a dream envisioned by Dr. James Fishbaugh to have three well-established churches help three small struggling churches. After 14 years, what began as financial assistance and hands-on building projects has evolved into a group, steeped in fellowship and faith, in which they continue to share their stories, concerns and support. 

We are convinced that the Holy Spirit continues to draw these Christians together through the years even though the original concept has changed. God surely works in mysterious ways. GIFT will hold their annual shared Thanksgiving Dinner on November 10, at 5pm at St. James.

Heifer Fair

Cowabunga! It feels like udder nonsense that it’s almost time for the Heifer Fair again. The children will be spending the first month of church school working on the Heifer Fair, and will hold their fair in the Assembly Hall on OCTOBER 7. Save the date, and look for more information in the October Connector.

“I would like to thank the Music Committee for the beautiful plant that I received on Recognition Sunday. It has given me many hours of pleasure.”

--Charlotte Lujan

“I would like to thank the Congregation of St. James, the Fellowship Group, Servers, Sewing Mission & all the children that made get well cards and until we meet again, may the Good Lord hold you in the palm of His wonderful hand.”

Marie Newman
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“Thank you from Operation Good Neighbor, the largest Food Pantry in WNY. On Mother’s Day weekend some members of St. James went to OGN to work with Churches In Action on 11 projects, including a carport, ceiling tiles, painting, electrical, cupboards and landscaping. Thank you for your part in joining with others to help Operation Good Neighbor.

--Ruth Rathman

Dear Servers of St. James,

How very thoughtful of you to welcome me with so many gifts. One moment I had nothing; the next, I had everything. I am overcome with your generosity.

Sincerely,

Jeannette Samter

The Church Registry

Baptisms

Sydney Leigh Schrubb

Born: 3/24/2007
Baptized: 7/22/2007
Parents: Wayne & Carissa Schrubb
Karisa Ann Kaczmarek

Born: 6/16/2007
Baptized: 8/12/2007
Parents: Michael & Michelle Kaczmarek
Weddings

Cheryl Kramer & Frederick Hall

Married: 8/3/2007
Deaths

Luella C. Pederson

Born: 8/20/1918
Died: 8/6/2007
Service: 8/10/2007
Ruth C. Szalasny

Born: 11/5/1926
Died: 7/23/2007
Service: 8/11/2007
[image: image1.jpg]



        [image: image2.wmf]
St. James

United Church of Christ

76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

A Fresh Start

It’s probably pretty obvious that the Connector is starting the new season with a new look. As we rushed to get the newsletter together with the new changes, we were forced to cut some non-time-sensitive articles and features, and we apologize; if your submission isn’t in this month’s Connector, every effort will be made to include it in October’s. Thanks for your patience. 

--The Editor

New UCC campaign launched to gather 100,000 anti-war signatures before October 7 

	
	


Written by J. Bennett Guess, August 15, 2007
    Church leaders intend to gather 100,000 endorsing signatures to the UCC's Pastoral Letter on the Iraq War before the first week of October, at which time they will travel to Washington, D.C., to present the statement and signatures to government officials.

    The 700-word statement, which calls for the war's end, was first presented during the opening plenary at General Synod 26 by the five-person Collegian of Officers. The letter has been endorsed by all Conference Ministers and Seminary Presidents.

    "Thousands of precious American lives have been lost; thousands more have been altered forever by profound injuries. We grieve each loss and embrace bereaved families with our prayers and compassion," the letter reads in part. "Tens of thousands more innocent Iraqi lives are daily being offered on the altar of preemptive war and sectarian violence. They, too, are precious, and we weep for them."  

    A webpage was launched on August 14, where individuals are being urged to offer their individual names in support and to invite others to sign. 

http://www.ucc.org/100kforpeace/

