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Special Announcement…

Please join us for a special celebration in honor of 

the marriage of 

Bob & Sandra Xi Mei Matlack

Sunday, October 14, 2007

following worship
From the Pastor
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In the life of the early church they often gathered to worship around a table, where they shared a meal as well as worshiping God.  Christians have typically found special meaning and pleasure in sharing meals together (and we certainly are a congregation that enjoys eating together!).  

On Sunday, October 7th we have the opportunity to be fed in a very fundamental and important way.  You see, October 7th is World Wide Communion Sunday.  We will be celebrating The Lord’s Supper, and we do so with Christians in every country in the world, as a reminder of the faith we share in common – the faith that feeds us and satisfies our deepest hunger.  We live in an age when the world often seems fractured, and the problems seem immense.  This is an opportunity for each of us to recapture that spirit of oneness in Christ!

We hope that every member of the congregation will join us for this special day!

Southtowns Cluster Pulpit Exchange
Sunday, October 28th our Southtowns Cluster is having our annual pulpit exchange.  This is a wonderful opportunity for members of our cluster churches (St. John’s, Eden; First Congregational, Angola; Faith, Boston; Trinity, Gowanda; and St. James, Hamburg to get to know the other pastors better.  This year, Rev. Jack Bacon, pastor of First Congregational, Angola will be here at St. James, and Pastor Alva Looze will be at Faith UCC, Boston.  Rev. Matlack will be here at St. James serving as liturgist with Rev. Bacon.

Commitment Sunday

October is the month when we lift up Stewardship.  You will hear more about this in the weeks to come.  Some people’s instinctive response is a “Not Again!” or an “Oh no, the church always asks for money!”  Those responses come from a misunderstanding of stewardship – perhaps caused by our own failure to communicate what stewardship is really about.

I think it’s vitally important to talk about stewardship in the life of the congregation, AND I feel like I’m in good company on this one.  Money and the use of it was one of Jesus’ most frequent topics!

As Christians we need to think about the commitments that we make and the priorities that we set.  Do they reflect what we believe?  Do they truly reflect and nurture our faith and the faith of others?

These are vitally important issues – to each of us, and to this congregation.  Our Stewardship Committee is hoping to spur you to reflect this month on your commitment.  Those efforts will culminate on October 28th when we will celebrate Commitment Sunday.  Each of you will be invited to place your 2008 financial commitment and your 2008 Time & Talent Pledges on the altar, as we celebrate together our commitment and the future God is inviting us into!

Music Notes

Special Music Sundays
October 28, November 25, December 30

Any solo or ensemble, vocal or instrumental is invited to provide service music during worship on these dates. I encourage your participation on any level, and I will help you prepare your music. Please let me know what you are interested in playing/singing on these dates...let's make a difference through our music!


Chorale Settings
The music of Dietrich Buxtehude(1637-1707) will be featured in upcoming weeks. Buxtehude's music was intended for the church service with chorale preludes based on hymn tunes. Also, a freer style known as toccatas, preludes and fugues. As you hear these different musical forms note the chorale settings are warmly expressive and inspired by the hymn melody itself. A word or phrase of the chorale text  also inspired Buxtehude's organ setting. In organ literature and music for worship, Buxtehude is a household word. Titles will be given in German w/English translations.


October music schedule

Wednesday rehearsals
October 3,10, 24, 31   7, 7:30, 8:15

Sundays
October 14 9:15 chancel choir warm-up
 11am   chancel choir rehearsal


October 21 9:15 cherub, youth, teen 
                 11am  chancel choir

October 9:15  Special music Sunday
              11am chancel choir


Have a great month with music at St. James, Christina
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Church School Fall Kick Off

Thank you - to everyone who pitched in and helped to make the Fall Kick off of Church School a great success!  A special thank you to Charlie & Helen Markus for donating hot dogs and condiments.  Also thank you to Kim and Jeff Waryk (owners of ZJ’s restaurant) for donating hot dogs and hamburgers.  Also thanks to Emily Rust for getting the ice cream from Charlap’s and to Nick Charlap for donating some of the ice cream.  And last but not least to Buzz Rust and Dave Bimber for their great grilling talents.

Ongoing Fundraising

Abitibi Paper Recycling 

Can & Bottle Drive

St.Pauly’s Textile Drive

Candy Bar Sale
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Youth Candle Sale 

The Candle sale runs from October 21st - November 18th (Candle Orders and Payment Due).  

The candles make a great holiday gift.

 

 Youth Calendar of Events 2007 - 2008 

If you are a member of our Youth program you should have received a mailing of our yearly events calendar list for 2007 - 2008.  If you did not receive one please let Karen know and she will have one sent to you.

 

Upcoming Youth Events to mark on your calendars -
 

WAY Retreat - Be on the lookout for information for the Fall WAY retreat sometime in November.  Information will in be posted on the Youth Bulletin Bd., in the weekly bulletin or at Youth Group Meetings.

 

BBB Party & Youth Group Meeting  - Tuesday, October 16th 6 - 8:30pm for Middle & Sr. High @ Y. House

 

Sabres Game - Friday, October 19th There are 50 tickets available, tickets are $35.00 and are on a first come first serve basis and must be paid for by check payable to Bill or Donna Schumacher in order to reserve a ticket.  Talk to Donna or Bill if you have any questions.

 

Annual Halloween Party for 5th Grade and Under - Sunday, October 28th from 2 - 3:30pm hosted by the Middle & Sr. High Youth.  All children are invited and encouraged to invite a friend to attend this annual event.  Costumes are recommended. Please remember to sign-up so we know how many to plan for.  Also indicate on the sign-up sheet if you are willing to donate anything for the party.

[image: image1.jpg]Ly )




 

Youth Board - Tuesday, October 30th - 6pm can sorting followed by Y. Bd. Meeting @ 6
Say it with flowers! …Or, with bulletins!

ALTAR FLOWERS AND MORE

On many Sundays, the beautiful flower arrangement on the altar during our worship service is provided by one or more members of the congregation in honor of a loved one or special occasion.  The signup sheet to make this contribution to our worship is on the bulletin board.  If no one signs up for a particular week, we use one of the artificial arrangements the church has on hand.

Some time ago one of our Church Council members attended another UCC service and noticed that members of that congregation also make donations to cover the cost of the weekly bulletins and dedicate these donations in the bulletin to loved ones in the same manner as we dedicate our floral arrangements.  Consequently, we have decided to also make this an option and a second alternative when more than one person or family wants to make a dedication on a particular Sunday.  Both options will now appear on the signup sheet.

Bulletins may not be as beautiful in appearance as flowers, but both are an important part of our worship service.  The cost for either donation will be the same at $15.  However, payments for the floral arrangements go directly to the florist, whereas payments for bulletins will be made to St. James, will offset an expense that would otherwise come out of the church budget, and, therefore, can be tax deductible.

Please consider making either type of donation to honor or remember a loved one or special occasion.

St. James to Take Another Shot at Photo Directory

Unfortunately, the last attempt at a photo directory didn’t develop. A new attempt is being made to turn that negative into a positive.

A meeting was held with a representative from Olan Mills Studios and the church has contracted with them. Photo dates are:

October 23rd, 24th & Nov. 1st 

There are sign up sheets outside the church office, or call the church office to sign up. 

The directory is a rare opportunity for a “family portrait” (yours and St. James’). Everyone PLEASE PARTICIPATE!
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…And Speaking of Pictures

Last month the Connector invited you to submit photos of your events for inclusion in future editions. The offer is still there.

If you have pictures that would go with your article, please submit them to thadeenz97@verizon.net. At this point, we can only accept digital photos.

If your photos include people, please identify them so we can include their names.
Bits & Pieces

Women’s Sewing Mission

Our group is growing, but we’re still waiting for you to join us!

Come to our next meeting on Tuesday, October 9th at 9:30pm in the Assembly hall.

Please bring your lunch; a fabulous dessert will be provided by Jennie Altes.

Servers Fellowship Group

The next meeting of the Servers Fellowship Group will be held at 1:00pm at ZJ’s Restaurant on Tuesday, October 23rd.
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The Fall Soup Sale is Saturday, October 13th. To pre-order soup or sign up for donations please see the charts located outside the Horton Lounge
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CHURCH REGISTER
Baptisms

Pierce William Wittmeyer

Born: July 11, 2007
Baptized: August 26th, 2007
Parents: Mark Bojt & Patricia Wittmeyer

Weddings

Sandra Xi Mei Yang & Robert Matlack

Married: September 2, 2007

Deaths

Archer Ottley

Born: February 13, 1914
Died: September 6, 2007
Service: September 10, 2007
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OCTOBER

7th…………...noodles & macaroni

14th………………..paper products

21st……..gelatin & pudding mixes

28th……..Bisquick & bread mixes

From the Desk Of Alva Looze, Associate Pastor……

It was so wonderful to see all of our young people at our Fall Church School Lunch & Ice Cream Social. The bounce house was a huge success and even though the weather didn’t cooperate it was a fun time for all.

We are planning more family activities, as it is important to be together as families and as extended families in our church. Invite a friend to come with you!

How often we hear that children are the future of our church. Our children learn from us, and if we set the example of our strong faith, they will learn from our example.

I would like to take the time to let each of your know what a joy it is to know you and work at St. James. This is a very caring church, and we are blessed to be together.

Alva

From the UCC Desk Calendar & Plan Book….

“What I love about the UCC is that it’s about Jesus – not just Jesus who’s on our side, but Jesus who calls us to walk by his side.”

Women’s Bible Study

Friday, October 5th, 19th & 26th
We are studying Don Postman’s book “Catch Your Breath,” God’s invitation to Sabbath rest.

WNY Churches in Covenant Fall Meeting

November 4th at Church of the Nativity, 1530 Colvin Boulevard.

Stop in sometime…..

When you were born, your parents brought you here

When you were married, your partner brought you here

When you die, your friends will bring you here

Why not try coming on your own sometime?
Contributed by Ruth Rathman

GIFT Thanksgiving Dinner

November 10th @ 5pm at St. James

Please remember to bring personal care items for Heart & Soul Soup Kitchen in Niagara Falls.

Flu Clinic

Thursday, October 4th, 10am – 2pm
No appointment necessary—WALK INS ONLY!
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October 2007 – Thoroughness

Thoroughness is using extreme care to be accurate and complete when accomplishing a task. Strive for precision with quality of effort.
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October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Ladies over 40: take the time to have a mammogram!

	October 2007

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	1
	2

7 – Board of CE
	3

6:30-8:30 Family Night

Choir Rehearsals:

7:00 pm – Cherubs

7:30 pm – Youth

8:15 pm - Teens
	4

10-2 Flu Clinic 

       – walk-ins only

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	5

7 – Womens Bible Study
	6

9-noon - Property

6:30 - Worship

	7  

World Communion

No Choir

Heifer Fair

5:30 – Cluster Dinner 
	8

7 – Church Council
	9

9:30 – Sewing Mission
	10

Choir Rehearsals:

7:00 pm – Cherubs

7:30 pm – Youth

8:15 pm - Teens
	11

10 - Bible Study
	12

Preparation for Soup Sale
	13

Soup Sale - 11:30-2:30 or sold out 

6:30 - Worship

	14

Chancel sings

Celebration of marriage Bob & Xi  Mei Matlack 

CROP Walk
	15

Newsletter Deadline
	16

6-8:30 - BBB party & Youth Group Meeting for Mid/Sr High
	17

No Choir Rehearsals


	18

10 - Bible Study
	19

7 – Womens Bible Study

Youth Fall Event - Sabres Game
	20

9-noon - Property

6:30 - Worship

	21

Youth sing

Youth Candle Sale begins

Financial Planning – Things We Need to Know
	22
	23

1 – Servers

Photos for new picture directory 2-8:30 pm 
	24

Photos for new picture directory 2-8:30 pm

Choir Rehearsals:

7:00 pm – Cherubs

7:30 pm – Youth

8:15 pm - Teens
	25

10 - Bible Study
	26

7 – Womens Bible Study
	27

6:30 - Worship

	28

Cluster Pulpit Ex.

Special Music

Commitment Sunday

2-3:30 CS Halloween Party for 5th gr & under 
	29
	30

6 – Youth: Can Sorting

6:30 – Youth Board Meeting
	31

Choir Rehearsals:

7:00 pm – Cherubs

7:30 pm – Youth

8:15 pm - Teens
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Shoeboxes Full of Hope

Operation Christmas Child Fires Up for Holiday Season

By Amy Dean

It’s Shoebox Time! Let’s support Operation Christmas Child and help shine God’s light into some of the darkest places on the globe. 

In 2006, 7.6 Million children received shoebox gifts and the message of God’s love. Many of these children have suffered the sorrows of war, poverty, disease and natural disaster.

A simple shoebox gift gives them hope and reminds them that they have not been abandoned, forgotten.

Last year, we collected 18 boxes and a cash donation here at St. James. I know we can do better, so we’re trying to collect 50 boxes. It’s a great way to warm the heart during the holidays, and an even greater opportunity to teach your children the importance of giving as you let them prepare boxes for children their own age in less fortunate circumstances.

Enclosed, please find the donation pamphlet. Just follow the easy direction, and when finished, bring your shoeboxes to the church office:

FIRM DEADLINE:

 Sunday, November 18th
If you cannot drop off your boxes, please call me, and I we will pick them up.

Sincerely,

Amy Dean

(716) 825-0794

thadeenz97@verizon.net


                    St. James 

          United Church of Christ

     76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075


ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Global Ministries: 'Our prayers and support are with the people of Myanmar'  

Written by Global Ministries
September 27, 2007

The UCC/Disciples' Global Ministries has issued the following statement of support for Buddhist religious leaders in Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, where their witness for peace and democracy has been met with brutal violence: 

Our prayers of support and concern are with the people of Myanmar, the country once known as Burma. The hopes and democratic aspirations of thousands, inspired bravely into peaceful witness by Buddhist religious leaders, once again swell against the cruelty and repression of their government. Their mounting demonstrations this week beckon a change in political leadership, the end of abduction and torture of dissident and minority voices, and the release of political prisoners such as Nobel-prize winning opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, confined to home arrest for nearly seventeen years. Yet the world watches as the military government meets the prayers and protests of their people with bullets, batons and scores of arrests. More violent reprisals are sure to come.
The United Nations has dispatched a special envoy to the country and the United States and others in the international community have called for restraint from the Government of Myanmar, the "State Peace and Development Council". We welcome added pressure on the nation's leaders to find peaceful pathways to reach the dialogue and democratic participation necessary in this ethnically diverse land. Global Ministries encourages its friends and partners in Myanmar in their faithful determination to seek freedom and reform in their beloved land. For all the people of Myanmar—Burman, Shan, Karen and others—we will continue to monitor and pray for their struggle for freedom and human rights, and for the Government we pray for an end to their violence and that their hearts, hardened by fear and repression, will be softened to the petitions of its people.
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Photos for new picture directory


 2-8:30 pm





EVERY SUNDAY:


9:00 – Adult Sunday School


9:15 - Choir warm-up


10:30 – Church School


11:00 - Chancel Rehearsal























