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From the Pastor…

Harvest Home Sunday – November 18th

At Thanksgiving time one of the natural things to do is to give in gratitude to help those who are less fortunate than we are.  Sunday November 18th is a wonderful opportunity.  On Harvest Home Sunday we encourage people to bring donations of food, or monetary donations that can be used by area food pantries to buy food through the Buffalo Food Bank.

Churches In Action takes a special collection of food throughout the community, and this offering is one way we can participate.  Please bring your donations into the sanctuary that morning and they will become a wonderful display of gratitude as we worship together.

Thanksgiving Eve

Thanksgiving was at its heart a religious festival, as the pilgrims gave thanks to God that they had enough!  Please join us at church on Thanksgiving Eve (November 21).   At 7 PM we’ll have a brief (20-30 minutes) service of worship as we give thanks together.

-- Bob

“First Lady” of St. James Welcomed Warmly by Congregation
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Following service on Sunday, October 14th, the congregation was invited to a party in the assembly hall in honor of the September marriage of Reverend Bob and his lovely new bride, Xi Mei. 

Well-wishers enjoyed fellowship and several tables full of delicious desserts and beverages, and took turns welcoming Xi Mei into our church family.

Congratulations and blessings to the happy couple!!!

St. James Applauded For Its Generosity (Of course, that’s not really news, is it?)

The New York Conference of the United Church of Christ recently wrote to congratulate our congregation on exceeding our 2006 giving to Our Church’s Wider Mission.

“Your local congregation has accepted the responsibility of participating beyond your local church to the mission of your Conference and for our national and global ministries through your giving to OCWM,” the letter states.

St. James bested the 2006 totals by over $1600.

Never Too early…?

Okay, so the store shelves were crawling with Halloween goodies around July 4th, and it’s hard to understand why retailers even bother putting away the Christmas stuff. And maybe it seems a little early to be thinking of poinsettias, but inside this month’s connector, you will find the order form for your holiday poinsettias. 

They’re cheap, they’re fun, and with two months of lead time, there’s no need to wait ‘til the last minute. So don’t delay! Fill out your order forms TODAY!
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18th

Please remember this firm deadline for monetary donations or filled shoeboxes. There are plenty of brochures available outside the church office with all of the directions for this simple yet wonderful gift. 

In a world that seems to grow darker every day in the midst of war, poverty, political upheavals, fear and hatred, the simple act of filling a shoebox for a child, full of childish things, can be a light in that darkness. In our blessed world, an act of kindness still means a great deal; imagine, now, what an act of kindness can mean to a child who may have never known such love?

Please have your shoeboxes ready as per the brochure instructions, and leave them outside the Church office by noon on the 18th. Direct questions to Amy Dean @ 825-0794
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Buxtehude Bonanza:

“Free Organ Works” of Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Still recognizing the 300th anniversary of the composer Buxtehude, we look at his imaginative “free works.” I have been playing some of his toccatas and fugues. These works are highly improvisatory, meaning the music sounds like it’s being created on the spot. You hear repeated note patterns, pedal solos and arpegiated sections.

Buxtehude’s “free works” are exhuberant and interesting. They make a great send-off following worship on Sunday Mornings.

Special Music Sunday: 

November 25th
Calling all youth and adults with a musical flair: November’s Special Music Sunday is the 25th. Use this opportunity to sing or play an instrument as a solo or in a group. I will help you with any music you have in mind. It can be an offertory piece or a prelude (prior to the service) or an anthem. Let me know what you would like to offer as a gift of music for worship.

God’s Blessings,

Christina Shrewsbury

Director of Music

November Rehearsal Schedule

Wednesday Rehearsals

November 7, 14, 28

Cherubs………………..7pm

Youth………………….7:30pm

Teens………………….8:15pm

*There is NO REHEARSAL November 21st, which is Thanksgiving Eve

Sunday Rehearsals

Chancel Choir

November 4 & 11……..9:15am

Youth & Cherub Choirs

November 18………….9:15

Special Music Sunday: Those Participating

November 25………….9:15

Chancel Choir will rehearse each Sunday in November at 11am
Hymns For All types

Dentist's Hymn: "Crown Him With Many Crowns"

Contractor's Hymn: "The Church's One Foundation"

Baker's Hymn: "I Need Thee Every Hour"

Weatherman's Hymn: "There Shall Be Showers of Blessings"

Tailor's Hymn: "Holy, Holy, Holy"

Shopper's Hymn: "By and By"

Teacher's Hymn: "Be Still and Know" 

Just in time for Thanksgiving:

The Paula Pfister Pie Auction

Sunday, November 18th

Twice a year a pie/dessert auction is held to raise funds for the Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship Fund. This Fund was established to honor the memory of Paula, who served as CE Director at St. James for several years. Students who serve faithfully in our CE program during their high school years are eligible to apply for this scholarship. Paula was a wonderful person who worked hard for our children and congregation. Please honor her memory by participating in this wonderful event.

“White Christmas” @ Shea’s

The Board of CE is sponsoring an evening at Shea’s to see “White Christmas.” Please sign up by November 18th if you are interested in attending this event.
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Stuffed Animals to Love During Church
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The Christian Education Department is looking for donations of stuffed animals for worship time. In the rear of the sanctuary is a basket labeled Stuffed Animals For Worship. If you have a new or clean, gently-used stuffed animal you can donate, just place it in the basket. These soft, furry friends are for children to love and pray with during our worship service. They are a nice, quiet friend to sit with, and help occupy the children if the service runs a bit longer than their attention spans. At the end of service, children are encouraged to return their furry friend to the basket so they will be there for the next week’s service.

Christmas Pageant  Update

Plans are underway for this year’s pageant, which is entitled “The Innkeeper’s Christmas,” and was written by our own Dave Reichard. Mark Sunday, December 16th on your calendar for this wonderful St. James tradition.

Thank You!

A special thank you to all who volunteered to help with the summer CE program. The children enjoyed the activities that were provided for them during the summer months. The following is a list of people who volunteered during the summer months:

Jackie Lehner

Mary Lehner

Heidi Walling

Patty Jensen

Emily Jensen

Amy Whitworth

Laurie Karn

Robin Lindstrom

Gay Lynn Nelson

Margaret Stuhr

Emily Rust

To the parents who brought their children to church over the summer, thank you for sharing them with us!

-- Karen Reinagel
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Youth News
Fundraising Continues…

Don’t forget our ongoing fundraising projects: Abitibi Paper recycling; can & bottle drive, St. Pauly’s textile drive, and our candy bar sale!

Youth Candle Sale

The candle sale runs from November 4th
thru November 18th (candle orders and payment Due). The candles make a great holiday gift!

Youth Calendar of Events 

2007-2008

If you are a member of our Youth program, you should have received a mailing of our yearly events calendar list for 2007-2008. If you did not receive one, please let Karen know and she will have one sent to you.

Upcoming Youth Events to mark on your calendar

WAY Retreat: Be on the lookout for information for the Fall WAY retreat sometime in November. Information will be posted on the Youth Bulletin Board, in the weekly meetings, or at Youth Group Meetings

Slumber Bowl Party: November 10th @ 8pm

Pancake Breakfast: Sunday, November 11th
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Youth Board: Tuesday, November 27th (6pm can sorting followed by Youth Board Meeting)

Church School News

Heifer Fair

We began the Fall Church School Program by working on a Heifer fair, which was held in the assembly hall Sunday, October 7th following worship. The children raised $321.90, and legacy funds are doubling the amount, making the total $643.80! The money has been sent to Heifer International. This is an annual event that the Church School presents. GREAT JOB KIDS!!!! And thank you all for your support.

CROP WALK

On Sunday, October 14th, the children of our Church School program held their own CROP Walk during church school to help raise the awareness of HUNGER.

4th Grade Bible Study

…will take place on November 4th & 11th with a copy of the Good News Bible being presented to the 4th graders on Sunday, November 18th during worship. The children will be studying with Pastor Alva in preparation to receive their Bibles. This is a special time in the life of the children; they are now old enough to read and have a better understanding of what has been written within the covers of this special book.

If you have a child in 4th grade, watch for a letter explaining the details of the Bible study and presentation.  Direct questions to Karen Reinagel.
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Wednesday Family Night

…is November 7th from 6:30 to 8:30pm. Please remember to sign up if you are attending. When you sign up, please indicate if you are willing to stay and help clean up. Also indicate if you are willing to bring a dessert. If you have a special activity you would like to lead to entertain the children, be sure to let Karen know, as she is always looking for suggestions and help. Remember to sign up, help out if you can, and remember to attend. This night is for you and your family, and you can make it what you want. 

Dunkirk Conference Center

What a great year to attend camp – the weather was wonderful. We had ten people sign up to attend camp over the summer and gave out over $700 in scholarship money. We also had a few campers who brought a friend along. There are many opportunities at Dunkirk, and I hope when next year’s camping season rolls around you will take the time to check out what’s going on at Dunkirk. If you want to learn more about the camping experience, talk to Michael Walling, Ryan Houghton, Sara Jensen, Emily Jensen, Dan & Erica Jackson, Brittany Reinagel, Kevin Gilgallon or Spencer Rubeck since they know first-hand what it’s all about.

One afternoon a little boy was playing outdoors. He used his mother's broom as a horse and had a wonderful time until it was getting dark.

He left the broom outside. His mother was cleaning up the kitchen when she realized that her broom was missing. She asked the little boy about the broom and he told her where it was.

She then asked him to please go get it. The little boy informed his mom that he was afraid of the dark and didn't want to go out to get the broom. His mother smiled and said 'The Lord is out there too, don't be afraid'. 

The little boy opened the back door a little and said 'Lord if you're out there, hand me the broom'.

G.I.F.T. THANKSGIVING DINNER: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10th

G.I.F.T. – Growing In Faith Together. Six churches that have been meeting and sharing together in a variety of ways as we support one another on our journeys as Christians. St. James (Hamburg); St. John’s (Strykersville); First Congregational (Angola); St. Paul’s (Alden); Amherst Community Church and First Congregational (Niagara Falls). 

The Thanksgiving meal has become an annual tradition – and a wonderful one. Please plan on joining us. The meal is free. Just sign up so we know how many to expect. It’s a wonderful gathering, with great food (a full turkey dinner), great company and great worship.

Dinner is at 5pm, with worship at 6:30pm. Dessert will be served in the Assembly Hall following worship. Please Join Us!!!
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Alva’s Notebook

Notes & News from Alva Looze,

St. James Associate Pastor

From the UCC Desk Calendar 

& Plan Book:

“I’m single and I love my church because it’s the only place I don’t need to buy a family size to belong.”

Women’s Bible Study

Fridays, November 2nd and 9th 

At 7pm
We will be completing Don Postman’s book “Catch Your Breath.” We will then take a break, and resume after the holidays with something new.

Advent Workshop:

December 2nd after church
Please sign up on the bulletin board for potluck.

This year we are trying something different. See craft samples in the lounge. NO SIGNUPS ARE NECESSARY. Free will offering.

Once again we will be offering cardmaking for adults and children.

Decorate for the Holidays:

Saturday, November 24th, 10am

Helping hands are needed along with the Cabinet to decorate our church. Get in the holiday spirit by dressing up our church!

Western New York Churches In Covenant Fall Meeting

The meeting is November 4th at Church of the Nativity, 1530 Colvin Boulevard, Buffalo
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November 2007: Determination

Be strong in your will to succeed. Determination is focusing your energy and efforts on right goals regardless of the opposition

Parish Nurse News

Schools around the country have been alarmed by a recent outbreak of drug-resistant staph infections. According to the Centers for Disease Control, over 30 percent of the population carries staph bacteria, though the drug-resistant strain is much rarer.

The CDC suggests the following common-sense steps to help protect yourself from infection:

· Practice Good Hygiene: Wash hands frequently with soap and water, or an alcohol based cleanser

· Cover skin traumas (cuts, abrasions) with a clean, dry bandage until fully healed

· Avoid sharing personal items (towels, razors) that contact bare skin, and keep a barrier (i.e., a towel) between skin and shared equipment, such as exercise machines

For more information, visit: www.cdc.gov
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A Soup-er Success

On October 13th, 2007, the Servers Fellowship held its 5th annual soup sale, raising a grand total of $1,357.30! This was all clear profit since all ingredients were either donated, or ingredients were purchased with donated money. All of the money will be put into our Sanctuary Carpet Fund. We had orders for 179 quarts (that’s over 44 gallons of soup, folks) before the sale started at 11:30, and had a brisk one-hour sale. The balance of soup was gone by 12:30pm. All money donated for supplies came from Servers, members of St. James and friends, Tops and Wegmans stores. Our bake sale, knives & dishcloths sales were very good, bringing in $143 of our total. We were very fortunate to have several younger members (younger than 70 or 80) of St. James to volunteer to help us on the day of the sale with set-up, clean-up, cooking and lifting heavy kettles. Thank you all for the wonderful help. Our carpet fund is near $8,000! Many donations and memorials have been given to this fund, including all memorials remembering Dorothy Shadle and a generous memorial in memory of Edith Avery given by her niece. We thank everyone for all their support in our endeavor.

--Joanne Roberts

Servers Fellowship Group

The Servers will meet in the Horton Lounge on Tuesday, November 27th at 1pm. The Servers Christmas party is planned for Tuesday, December 4th.



Sew What?

You’re missing all the fun and conversation – not to mention the great desserts! Women’s Sewing Mission will meet on Tuesday, November 13th in the assembly hall. Bring your lunch and join us at 9:30am for an enjoyable and worthwhile morning.
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This Church Doesn’t Have a Property Committee: Thank God We Do!

Ever wonder how those light bulbs above the altar get changed? Ever wonder how the lines get painted on the parking lot? Ever wonder who paints the louvers on the bell tower?

Well, stop wondering and come find out for yourself. We meet the first and third Saturdays of each month, and work from 9am to 12pm. That’s three hours, including a very liberal coffee break. For more info, see our able team leader Bill Shadle, or just show up. No tools or talent required. Believe me.
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Food Pantry

November 4………..Hot & Cold cereals

November 11………Spaghetti sauce, canned stew, ravioli

November 18……..Pancake mixes, oatmeal

November 25…….Pasta and pasta dinner mixes

Church Registry

Baptisms

Nolan Harrison Chambers

Born: October 12th, 2006
Baptized: October 7, 2007
Parents: Darin & Rebecca Chambers

Deaths

Edward Fuller

Born: March 8, 1929
Died: October 12th, 2007
Service: October 15, 2007
[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]



Thank you! Thank you! Thank You!

Thank you to Charlotte & Alva for organizing the reception after church for Xi Mei and me! Thank you to everyone who brought desserts, helped serve and clean up m—and for the many people who came! It was a wonderful time, and Xi Mei and I really enjoyed the opportunity for you to meet her and welcome her!
Bob & Xi Mei Matlack

Thank you to everyone who sent cards, called me and kept me in their prayers as I went through and recovered from my surgeries. All of your well wishes meant the world to me.

Peace,
Karen Reinagel

Thank you to the Bimber family for mowing, trimming and fertilizing our lawn.

Thank you to Buzz Rust and Sue Martinez for overseeing the Coffee Hour.  Our balance is now in the black.

Thank you to Nancy, Patty and all of the volunteers who put this newsletter together each month. I also want to thank all of the contributors for getting their information to my mailbox by the deadline. 

Jeff Dean

Connector Editor

	November 2007

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	EVERY SUNDAY

9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Choir Warm-up

10:00  – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11:00 – Chancel Rehearsal


	[image: image21.jpg]



	
	1

2-8:30 – Photos for new picture directory

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	2

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	3

9-Noon  - Property Workday

6:30 - Worship

	4

Chancel Choir

No Adult Sunday School

Youth Candle Sale


	5
	6

5:30– Board of CE
	7

6:30-8:30 Family Night

7 – Cabinet

7 – Cherubs

7:30 - Youth

8:15 - Teens


	8

10 – Bible Study
	9

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	10

5:00 - GIFT Thanksgiving Dinner

6:30 – Worship

8 pm – Youth Slumber Bowl Party

	11

Chancel

Youth Pancake Breakfast

Youth Candle Sale
	12

7 – Church Council
	13

9:30 – Sewing Mission
	14

7 – Cherubs

7:30 - Youth

8:15 - Teens


	15

10 – Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline
	16

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	17

9-Noon  - Property Workday

6:30 - Worship

	18    Youth & Cherubs

Harvest Home Sunday

4th Gr. Receive Bibles

Due - Candle orders  

      and Payment 

Paula Pfister Pie Auction
	19
	20
	21

7:00 – Thanksgiving Eve Service

No Choir Rehearsals
	22

Thanksgiving Day

      [image: image10.wmf]
	23
	24

10 – Decorate for Christmas

6:30 - Worship

	25

Special Music Sunday

Poinsettia Orders
	26
	27

1 – Servers - lounge

6 – Youth Can Sorting

6:30 – Youth Board meeting
	28

7 – Cherubs

7:30 - Youth

8:15 - Teens


	29

No Bible Study
	30
	


UCC NEWS

Bits and pieces from the www.ucc.org website.
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Stronger than usual: OCWM giving continues to outpace last year  

With three months remaining in the year, financial reports are showing promising signs for Our Church's Wider Mission, the UCC's common purse for shared ministries at the national and international settings of the church.

Twenty-four of the UCC's 38 Conferences have remitted more money to date this year over last year. Thirteen are reporting less financial support. One Conference is reporting an equal amount.

Since June's report, the positive financial comparison has grown from a $316,705 net increase to $491,740, another promising sign.

Growing rich-poor gap is new form of slavery, say Protestant leaders  
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Leaders of the world's biggest grouping of Reformed churches, which includes the UCC, have compared the effects of economic globalization to the transatlantic slave trade, and said that Christians need to combat this modern form of "enslavement."

"As a matter of the integrity of our faith, we must say, 'No' to slavery in all of its forms," said the president of the UCC-supported World Alliance of Reformed Churches, the Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick. He was speaking at an October 18-28 meeting in Trinidad of Reformed leaders from around the world.

"While we acknowledge this year the 200th anniversary of the passing of the transatlantic slave trade act by the British Parliament, we are painfully aware that slavery is still with us," said Kirkpatrick. Kirkpatrick explained how his own denomination, the Presbyterian Church (USA) had been campaigning for the rights of migrant farm workers in the U.S., and underlined the need to fight human trafficking in all its forms. "But as we affirmed in Accra, an even more pernicious form of human enslavement is being wrought on millions through the process of neoliberal globalisation that is driving a dramatic and growing wedge between the rich and the poor," the WARC president stated.

Because of pro-gay stance, UCC church in Texas can't join prison ministry  

A United Church of Christ congregation in Texas has been told it cannot participate in an evangelical Christian program that assists children of prisoners because of the church's outspoken gay-friendly stance.

The Rev. Dan De Leon, pastor of Friends Congregational UCC in College Station, Texas, said he learned this summer that his church was disqualified from Prison Fellowship's Angel Tree program, which encourages churches to buy Christmas presents for the children of inmates.


                    St. James 

          United Church of Christ

     76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075
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UCC's historic Fisk University is facing major financial crisis  

From UCC.org

The president of UCC-related Fisk University in Nashville, Tenn., has said the historic school could run out of operating funds before year's end.

In an Oct. 25 front-page story in The Tennessean, Hazel O'Leary, who became president of Fisk in 2004, acknowledged the school's serious financial condition. 

The historically black university is trying to sell its stake in an art collection donated by Georgia O’Keefe. 

The school wants to use money from a $30 million deal to share its Alfred Stieglitz Collection of Modern American and European Art, but that deal has been stalled for two years. The case is expected to be heard by a Tennessee court in February, but The Tennessean reports that the school will run out of money two months before the case will be considered.

Fisk is one of six historically African-American colleges related to the UCC. It was founded in 1866 by the former American Missionary Association, an outgrowth of the Amistad Support Committee and a forerunner of the UCC's present-day Justice and Witness Ministries. Fisk's faculty and alumni include intellectual and historical giants, such as W.E.B. DuBois, Booker T. Washington and Aaron Douglas.
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