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From the Pastor…

Southtowns Cluster Lenten Services

For many years our Southtowns Cluster of UCC Churches have jointly held Wednesday evening Lenten services. These services provide us with an opportunity to engage in a special Lenten discipline of worshipping in the middle of the week to help us really prepare ourselves for the Good News of Easter. In addition, these services provide us with a wonderful opportunity to meet and spend time with members of our sister churches in the Southtowns Cluster.

The schedule is the same each week. We have potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. (bring a dish to share and your own place settings) followed by worship at 7:30 p.m. Please join us for these special services!


March 7
St. John’s UCC, Eden


March14
Faith UCC, Boston


March 21
Trinity UCC, Gowanda


March 28
First Congregational UCC, Angola
Healing Service

Saturday, March 3, 2007

Our quarterly healing Service will be held on Saturday, March 3rd at 6:30 p.m. Once again, we will be using a traditional liturgy of healing. Those attending will be invited to come forward and be anointed with oil on their own behalf or on behalf of a loved one who needs god’s healing power.

St. James Scholarships

Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door. Applications include a list of guidelines.

Applications for both scholarships MUST be submitted for approval no later that Friday, June 1st!

Pastor Bob 
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The season of Lent is upon us! This brings many opportunities to sing hymns which reference scripture and lead us into a deeper spiritual experience.

I invite anyone who would like to join in singing during the Lenten/Easter season to come to any Sunday rehearsal at 11 a.m. We will be preparing a lot of special music for the season. If you can sing on a particular Sunday, just come to warm-up with the choirs at 9:15. We would love to have you sing with us! Solos are welcomed, both Vocal and instrumental. Just see me as soon as possible and we’ll make arrangements for special music.

Lenten Hymns

At the Name of Jesus is a hymn with several musical settings. The Chancel Choir will be singing the traditional Kings Weston, a British tune. The youth and teens will be singing the contemporary setting by Christopher Walker. Both tunes quote Philippians 2:

v.7: “He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, 

coming in human likeness.”

v.1: “At the name of Jesus, every knee should bend,

every tongue confess Him, King of Glory.

Jesus is Lord…King of Glory.”

Blessings to all during this Lenten season, 2007.

Christina Shrewsbury, Music Director

Dunkirk Auxiliary Annual Spring Meeting

Wednesday, April 11 12:00 Noon

The Annual Spring Meeting of the Auxiliary of the Dunkirk Conference Center will be held at First Congregational UCC, Angola, at noon on Wednesday, April 11.

A luncheon will precede the meeting. The agenda for the meeting includes a report by Camp Director Chuck Recktenwalt concerning projects at Dunkirk during winter.

The luncheon is $6.00 per person, and reservations must be made by Monday, April 2, 2007. Please call Jane Turner (834-9330) or Ruth Degener (668-4843) for more information.

Altar Flowers

We will now be getting the altar flowers from Expressions Florist. The cost of the arrangements are $15. Please let the office know what you would 

like printed in the bulletin the Tuesday before the flowers are to be pla ced. Please remember to take your flowers after the service on Sunday

From the Office

If you are moving or going away for the winter please let the office know your new address, or alternate address, so you will be able to keep getting the Connector and any other church information. This saves the church postage.

Thanks,

Patty and Nancy

[image: image15.wmf]Easter Flower Order & Dedication Deadline is April 1. 

No Foolin’.

Enclosed in this month’s Connector is the order form for Easter Flowers and dedications. Flowers are $7.00 apiece, and you may choose among lilies, tulips, mums or hyacinths. You may also dedicate a monetary gift to the St. James Scholarship Fund. Please fill out the forms provided and return it with the appropriate amount (check or cash) to the church office (or place in the collection plate) before APRIL 1.

World Day of Prayer

Friday, March 2 1:30 p.m.

The World Day of Prayer USA Committee invites you to join with the women of Paraguay in this service. The theme is “United Under God’s Tent.” We will worship together with the ladies from West Seneca and Hamburg Churches.
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March 2007 – Discernment

Discernment is the ability to show insight and good judgement based on intelligent perception and selectivity toward quality. Recognize fine distinctions to help guide a good decision.

National Nutrition Month –Eat Right & Benefit!

This is a nutrition education and information campaign sponsored annually by the American Diatetic Association. The campaign is designed to focus attention on the importance of making informed food choices and developing sound eating and physical activity habits.

Nutrition is a key component of health. Yet too often we take what we eat for granted. Oh, yes, there are all those fad diets and warnings and encouragements about what we should or should not eat. Some key points (found at www.eatright.org) to remember:

· Develop an eating plan for lifelong health

· Choose foods sensibly by looking at the big picture

· Learn how to spot a food fad

· Find your balance between food and physical activity

· Food and nutrition misinformation can have harmful effects on your health and well-being, as well as your wallet

[image: image16.wmf]Celebrate 50 Years of the United Church of Christ!

Important dates in UCC history

1973 Synod raises more than $1 million to pay the bail for the Wilmington Ten. Synod delegates fly to Coachella, California, to support beleaguered farm workers.

1974 UCC Hymnal is published. Pacific Islander and Asian American Ministries is organized.

1975 Robert Moss dies; Joseph Evans is elected UCC President and becomes the first African-American leader of a racially integrated mainline church in the United States. Carol Joyce Brun is elected secretary and becomes first female officer.

Women’s Bible Study

The first and third Friday of the month from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. We are working on “A Purpose Driven Life.” No study on the 16th due to the rummage sale.

Sewing Mission

The next meeting of the Sewing Mission Group will be held on Tuesday, March 14th, at 9:30 a.m.

We need newspapers, sheeting and washable cotton material for lap throws and walker bags.

Hostess of the Month will be Nancy Banks.

For more information, contact Laura Zittel (649-5320)
Operation Good Neighbor Presents “The Singing Priest”
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Operation Good neighbor is again sponsoring the concert by the Singing Priest from Canada at the Hamburg Wesleyan Church on March 25th. Tickets are $10.

The Singing Priest charges no fees for the concert; all money donated goes directly to Operation Good Neighbor. If you cannot attend, we would love to have you purchase and donate a ticket to someone who might otherwise be unable to attend. 

We would like to donate as many tickets as possible to people who use the services of Operation Good Neighbor as a goodwill gesture, and to thank them for their support and help (as many recipients of OGN services are also volunteers). 

Operation Good Neighbor was created in 1983 by the Lakeshore Association of Christian Churches, in response to the massive layoffs at Bethlehem Steel in 1983, and provides food, counseling, advocacy and other services to your neighbors in need. As Christians we realize that we are the hands and feet of Christ, doing his work. There is a sign at OGN that states "God at Work". 

Please see Charlotte Lujan (649-8493) for tickets (she is usually in the church office on Sunday mornings). Thank you for your generous support!

--The Social Concerns Committee
Spotlight on You!

 For those of you active in various church groups whose membership is flagging a bit, you are invited to submit a small description of what your particular group does. You would be surprised at how many people want to become more active at St. James, but often don’t know which groups fit them best (I had long been reluctant to join the Property Committee, believing I needed either a van full of high grade tools, or a drafting degree.)

Please follow Kitty Sandoval’s excellent example in the article below. If you would really like to stir up more interest in your particular group, please shine a light on your works. (If you would like to get the word out there, but aren’t a “writer,” just jot down the nuts and bolts, put it in the Connector mailbox, and I’ll write up a glowing description for you.

Thanks,

Jeff Dean

Editor

Servers Fellowship Group News

The Servers will meet in the lounge on March 27th at 1:00 p.m. The Spring Soup Salre is April 14th. The Servers are very active throughout the year. They are called on to bake cookies and serve at memorial services. They host April’s coffee hour, sponsor 2 soup sales a year, knit and crochet prayer shawls and formed a prayer telephone chain to remember anyone who is in need of prayer. Our need is for women members. Meeting attendance is optional, but being able to serve our congregation and community on occasion is a blessing. Please call Kitty Sandoval (646-4444) to become a member today!
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Pennies for People

The Servers nominated The Kathleen Mary House as recipients for Pennies For People, and sent their nomination into the WNY Women UCC. The WNY Women UCC sent the nomination into State, and we have received notice that they will be sending the Kathleen Mary House $1000 in May!

Our pennies are at work locally!

Trash v. Treasure: You Decide!

It’s Rummage Sale Time Again

Mark the dates below on your calendar and let the cleaning begin! Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge. We will be accepting your USEABLE items beginning Monday, March 12th through Thursday, March 15th. There will be a designated area in the Assembly Hall for your treasures. Anyone interested in helping should sign up on the bulletin board or talk to Patty Jensen. Workers are needed for the kitchen and floor as well as people to bake for the bake sale that will be held during the rummage sale.

Please do or ask to bring items earlier than the beginning date as there is no room at the Church to store them. If you need assistance getting things to the church, we will try to arrange a pick up.

We are looking for people with trucks and vans to help with the removal of leftover items and cleaning of the Assembly Hall on March 18th. Let’s make this year go as smoothly as last year. Remember, “many hands make light work!”

Here are those dates to remember:

· Thursday, March 15th, 9:00 a.m. to ?: Set-up and Pricing

· Friday, March 16th, 5:30 p.m. –9:00 p.m. 

PREVIEW NIGHT. $1 donation.

· Saturday, March 17th, 9:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

RUMMAGE SALE (Bag Sale begins at 1:30 p.m.)

· Sunday, March 18th
Bag sale AFTER CHURCH
Friday and Saturday there will be roast beef sandwiches, baked goods and beverages for sale.

Happy Cleaning!

Patty Jensen (649-6171)
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If you have digital photos of your event, please e-mail them to the Connector. We will try to include them as space allows. E-mail them in .jpg format to Thadeenz97@verizon.net.
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Please remember that the deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of the month. Articles submitted after the 15th can not be used in the upcoming connector, and will either be held for the next issue, or discarded, depending on time sensitivity. If you miss the deadline, please contact nancy about having your information in the Sunday Bulletin. 
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Local Musicians “Band together” To Aid Local Teen’s Cancer Fight

A benefit will be held Sunday, March 4, at the Hamburg Knights of Columbus hall, Pierce & Main Streets for 14-year-old Ashley Vanetta, a village resident recently diagnosed with leukemia.

The benefit will take place from noon until 9:00 p.m. Suggested donation is $20 per person. Food and beverages will be available, and the event will include plenty of live music from more than five local bands, including Hamburg favorites Alison Pipitone and Tom Stahl.

For information on the benefit, or how to donate to the auction, please call Gabrielle Hangen at 649-6389 or 646-0259 
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YOUTH NEWS
NYS Youth Event 

Once again it is time for another exciting New York State Youth Event.  This year’s event, entitled “Celebrate”, is filled with many fantastic activities and workshops.  It will be a wonderful opportunity for youth and adults from all over the state to get a chance to meet, learn, have fun, and worship together.

This year Rev. DaVita McCallister, minister for youth and young adults ministries for the national setting of the UCC will be our keynote speaker.  This year is the 50th anniversary of the formation of our denomination so we plan to celebrate our diversity and community of faith in style.  The workshops and activities have been expanded with over 15 creative choices ranging from music workshops to AIDS awareness, bias awareness, Taize, Youth Mission opportunities and many more.

We will also have the ever popular dance on Saturday night, as well as bible studies, and creative worship.  Bring your musical instruments if you wish and do not forget the beautiful indoor pool.

 For more information check out the website www.uccny.org .  Consider attending along with over 200 other youth from all over New York State for fun and fellowship.  

The cost for this event is $125.00 plus travel and transportation cost.  One-half of the fee is covered by funds from Christian Education and the parents or the youth attending pay for the other half.  The deadline for applications is Feb. 24th so that means the St. James deadline is Feb. 18th.  If you are still interested and it is after the deadline talk to Karen and she will check to see if there is still room.

Paula Pfister Dessert Auction

Sunday, April 1st during coffee hour in the Assembly Hall

It’s time for the spring cleaning of your rolling pins and pie plates and the Paula Pfister Dessert Auction.  Please sign-up on the bulletin bd. to bring a dessert to be bid on for this worthwhile event.  

Paula Pfister was Director of Christian Education during the 80's and we hold a pie/dessert auction twice a year to raise funds for a scholarship that is in honor of her memory.  The scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors that have worked/volunteered during their four years of high school in the Christian Education program at St. James either as a church school teacher, assistant or CE office assistant.  Paula was a wonderful person and this is a wonderful way to honor her memory.
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Youth Fund-raising Efforts

The following fundraisers are on going and a great way to support the Youth program at St. James.


The youth are still holding their can and bottle recycling drive.  They are also continuing with the paper recycling drive.  So remember keep those cans, bottles and paper coming.  Thank you for supporting the youth fund-raisers. 

Don’t forget you can bring your unwanted clothing to the St. Pauly’s shed 24 hours a day, seven days a week all year long.


Upcoming Events to lookout for:
April -  Teacher’s Appreciation Luncheon and Musical Program

June -  Church Picnic and Service at Dunkirk

Dunkirk Conference Center Summer Camping Program

Theme for 2007: “On The Way”

Think Summer - Think Dunkirk
Although the snow is still on the ground it is not too early to start to plan for the summer.  The program committee has been working hard over the last several months to make sure 2007 is our best year yet.  All of our camps have committed directors for the summer and they are all busily preparing for their camps.

The theme this year is “On the Way”.  Whether walking, wandering, fleeing, or traveling along the way, the characters in the biblical story are involved in a journey.  The image of a journey is a powerful one.  Abram, the Israelites, Jesus and the disciples, and Paul all had faith journeys.  As a camper you will explore how their faith journeys grow more fully into God’s intention for humanity, and you will explore the challenge of a call to a life of discipleship.

Two new camps have been added for the summer season.  The first is the Creation and Imagination Weekend.  This is a terrific chance for children to experience a great weekend.  Robb Utley, a long time Explorers Director will be directing this camp.  The other camp takes place over Labor Day weekend.  This is a paint ball camp for young adults.  Imagine playing paint ball at the many secluded places Dunkirk has to offer!  Robb Utley is also directing this camp with the help of Todd Brinkworth.

Counselors are being recruited (anyone interested in counseling this summer should contact Kathy Aures at Kaures@adelphia.net or (716) 655-0572), activities are being planned and Vesper services are taking shape.  The only thing missing is you!   Remember to fill out you registration form and send it in as early as possible to get the early bird discount.  There are many different camps and dates to choose from so you can certainly fit a Dunkirk vacation in to your busy schedule.

******


(Camp Schedule and Rate Information is printed on PAGE 9 of this newsletter)

******

Registration Starts Now!

Summer is on its way, and it’s time to register your child, your family or yourself to attend a camp at this non-profit center that is committed to enrich the lives of children, youth and adults in a Christian environment.   The camp has a very dedicated staff of volunteer directors and counselors that are to be commended for their long hours and untiring efforts.  They are special people who enjoy working with our youth who are our leaders of tomorrow.  The conference center is accessible for the physically disabled.  Five cabins are equipped with ramps, four with special lavatory facilities.  If you would like to learn more about the center go to www.dunkirkcc.org or speak to Karen Reinagel.


Registration forms can be found outside the CE office and also on display near the lounge bulletin bd.  The Super Early Bird Deadline set by the Conference Center is March 15th so in order to get the check printed up and to the center on time our deadline at St. James is Sunday, March 4th.  The next deadline for Dunkirk is the Early bird rate by April 15th and for St. James Sunday, April 8th.  After April 15th the cost is the full rate.

Children who will enter 2nd grade in the fall of 2006 are eligible to register as first time campers. This is a shorter camp, which is geared for first time campers.  Camps are available for elementary, middle & senior high school, post high, youth, women and families.


St. James offers a scholarship to all campers from St. James.  The scholarship covers one-third of the cost of the March Super Early Bird registration.  All camping registration forms and monies are to be handed into the church office (Nancy Weimer).  
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	March 2007

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	1

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	2

1:30 – World Day of Prayer, Hamburg Pres.

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	3

9 – Property Committee

6:30 – Healing Service

	4   

St. James Deadline Dunkirk Super Early Bird

9 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Chancel WU

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal

11:30 – Confirmation  Mtg.
	5
	6

7 – Board of CE
	7

6:30 – Family Night

7-9 Cherub Youth/Teen

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Lenten Service

at St. John’s
	8

10 – Bible Study


	9

            New York State
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                3/9 - 3/11
	10

6:30 - Worship

Youth Event

	11

9 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Chancel WU

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal


	12

7 – Church Council
	13

9:30 – Sewing Mission
	14

7-9 Cherub Youth/Teen

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Lenten Service

at Faith UCC, Boston
	15

No Bible Study

Rummage Sale Set-Up

Newsletter Deadline
	16

No Women’s

   Bible Study

Rummage Sale
	17

Rummage Sale

6:30 – Worship



	18

9 – Adult Sunday School

9:15–CherubYouth/Teen WU

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal

Rummage Sale
	19
	20
	21

7-9 Cherub Youth/Teen

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Lenten Service

at Trinity UCC, Gowanda
	22

10 – Bible Study


	23

6:15 PM - Al Gore’s  “An Inconvenient Truth”  DVD
	24

6:30 - Youth Service and Rehearsal



	25

9 – Adult Sunday School

9:15–CherubYouth/Teen WU

10 – Youth Service

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal
	26
	27

1 – Servers

6:30 – Youth can & bottle sorting

7 – Youth Board
	28

NO Choir Rehearsals

6:30 – Potluck

7:30 – Lenten Service

at First Congregational UCC, Angola
	29

No Bible Study


	30
	31

6:30 - Worship


Church Register

DEATHS

Joan L. Kruger

Born: November 22, 1934

Died: January 17, 2007

Service:  January 27, 2007

Dorothy S. Mueller

Born: October 23, 1917

Died: January 19, 2007

Service: January 27, 2007

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there; I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,
I am the sun on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circling flight. 
I am the soft starlight at night. 
Do not stand at my grave and cry, 
I am not there; I did not die.

--Mary Frye
Dunkirk 2007 Schedule
5/19/07 - 5/20/07
WAY Work Weekend

5/26/07 - 5/27/07
Memorial Day Work Weekend

6/1/07 - 6/3/07
Women’s Weekend

6/9/07 - 6/10/07
Creation & Imagination Weekend

6/24/07 - 6/30/07
Senior High Camp

6/24/07 - 6/27/07
Pilgrim Mini Camp

7/1/07 - 7/7/07
Explorers Camp

7/1/07 - 7/7/07
Junior High Camp

7/8/07 - 7/14/07
Family Camp I

7/15/07 - 7/21/07
Caring Love 

7/22/07 - 7/28/07
Family Camp II

7/29/07 - 8/4/07
Family Camp III

8/5/07 - 8/11/07 
Pioneers

8/26/07

Music Festival

9/1/07 - 9/3/07
Paint ball Camp

9/14/07 - 9/16/07
Adult Music Camp

10/5/07 - 10/7/07
Columbus Day Work Weekend 

*Note The camping rates for 2007 are the same as they were for 2006.  There has not been a price increase.  We have done this so we can remain competitive with our DCC camping program vs. other camp offerings from other organizations.  Be sure to take advantage of the Early Bird Rates!

Undie Sunday Reminder

Collection dates for Undie Sunday are March 4 and 11. Please bring new unopened packages of men’s, women’s and children’s underwear and socks to church. This special Churches In Action event is designed to collect essential underwear and socks for men, women and children in need. Donated articles will go to Cornerstone Manor, Shalom Zone, Harvest House, Sts. Peter & Paul and the Trading Post.

Mark Hemann in Concert

Mark Hemann will perform contemporary Christian music in a benefit for Habitat for Humanity on Sunday, March 18 at 4:00 p.m. The concert will be at Cleveland heights Christian Church, 4774 Union Rd, Cheektowaga. Tickets are $10 at the door.

 “An Inconvenient Truth”

You are invited by the Board of Christian Education to view the DVD “An Inconvenient Truth” by Al Gore (rated PG) on Friday, March 23rd at 6:15pm. 

Former Vice President Al Gore presents an eye opening and compelling view of the future of our planet and civilization - in a must see documentary of the year.  This is a wake up call that cuts through myths and misconceptions to deliver the message that global warming is a real and present danger.  An Inconvenient Truth brings home Gore’s persuasive argument that we must act now to save the earth.  Each and every one of us can make changes in the way in which we live our lives and become part of the solution.  Al Gore has been nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize for this film. 

 Come share the experience!  We will have pizza and salad, and you are invited to bring a snack or dessert to share during the movie.  Coffee and beverages will be provided.  The movie runs for 96 minutes and will be followed by a discussion if people would like. Please sign up on the bulletin board.

Theme Basket Social

 The Youth of St. James will be hosting their annual Theme Basket Social on Saturday, April 21st. 


If you would be interested in helping the youth in this fund-raising event please speak to Cher Kramer or Karen Reinagel or sign-up on the bulletin board and indicate what you are willing to do (donate basket or items, bake, set-up, clean-up, etc.) 

This is one of the youth’s major fund-raisers and we need your help and participation.     

Souper Bowl of Caring


This is the third year that the church school program at St. James has participated in this event.  In Feb. 2005 we raised $135.00. This year we raised $300.55 and legacy granted us another $135.00 which brings our total to $435.55.  This year $185.00 was raised.  This is a great effort on the part of the teachers, the congregation and all who helped in anyway to make this mission project become a reality. 


When the children arrive at their class on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday they have a soup pot filled with decorations sitting on the table.  They are given ½ hour to decorate the soup pot.  When the church service ends the classes all go to their assigned areas to collect donations.  They bang their pots with spoons, shake any change that is in the pot or decorate themselves and hassle people until they donate something. If you would like more information on The Souper Bowl of Caring and to see our success story on their website just log onto www.souperbowl.org.
Meditative Lenten Walk

Walk The Easter Path


During the Lenten Season you are invited to Walk the Easter Path.  Discover and Explore the steps that Jesus walked, following in his footsteps. Footsteps that were marked on Earth long ago, but continue to lead us today.  During the Lenten season there will be a series of stations for everyone to explore.  Each of the stations will have symbols and reminders to stop and look at and reflect on the path that Jesus walked.  Please take the time to visit the stations alone, or with your family or class.  Stop, pray and reflect on the meaning of each station.  The walk will be made available through out the Lenten season until a week following Easter.
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The Auxiliary of the Dunkirk Conference Center, Inc.

The Auxiliary was organized in May 1932 by a group of women to provide support for the Evangelical Conference Grounds at Dunkirk, NY.  The membership dues, became a gift to the camp.  The camp then has been able to use the gift money for dining tables, floor, and ceiling fans, kitchen equipment, smoke alarms, gas line repairs, paint, ramps for handicap accessibility, playground equipment and more.


There will be envelopes on the back table in the Sanctuary with cards in them.  As you enter for worship, please take one, fill out the name and address portion, and keep the receipt portion for yourself.  Enclose $2.00 per individual or $5.00 per family and make checks payable to “The Dunkirk Auxiliary”.  Place the envelope in the offering plate.  This is an annual membership drive.  The membership includes receiving the “Spirit Newsletter”.


Other churches that have participated in the past are: Zion UCC, Christ UCC, Kenmore UCC, Faith Williamsville UCC, Cleveland Heights Christian, Epiphany UCC, St. Matthews UCC and others.


You may be asking yourself, “When would I use the Dunkirk Conference Center?” Traditionally, St. James Day (our church picnic which is held the first Sunday in June) is held at DCC.  Rain or shine we have a wonderful time.  If we have to, we move indoors to a warm heated building that still allows us to celebrate in picnic style.  Also, in the summer months there are numerous camps to attend from ages 7 up to 100 plus, children’s, families, or groups.  St. James also sponsors a cabin at Dunkirk, which is maintained by members of our congregation.  Funds to make repairs and updates come from the annual rummage sale. So, yes we have plenty of opportunities throughout the summer/year to make use of this great facility. 


In advance thank you for becoming a member of “The Auxiliary” for 2007 and enjoy your visits to the Dunkirk Conference Center. 

Family Night

March 7th from 6:30 - 8:30-pm

Consider joining us the first Wednesday of each month for Pizza, Salad, Beverage and Dessert along with great conversation and a fun time. It’s a chance to visit with other parents while your children attend choir, or just a chance to get out of the house and let the pizzeria do the cooking.  Any questions speak to Karen Reinagel.
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Support the March of Dimes
  

Zander was born January 21, 2004 at 2:10 P.M. with an APGAR of 1 (then 7). He was 4.8 pounds, and was 18.25 inches long. He has beautiful blue eyes. When he came home he was only 3 & ½ pounds.

When he was born, via emergency c-section, he was not breathing and he was blue from lack of oxygen. After the NICU trauma team revived him and he went through a few scary days, he fought back strong. The first days of his life were scary while we waited in the NICU wondering his outcome. Our little angel came through and is now a very healthy boy.

Today in the US, 1 in every 8 babies will be born prematurely. Some of them won't survive, and others will have health problems that could last a lifetime. The funds we raise in WalkAmerica support research that saves babies' lives.

Thanks to the March of Dimes, and similar organizations, Zander received the necessary medical treatments to allow us to bring him home from the NICU. Zander is now 3!!! Z is no longer a little 3.2 pound baby :)

Please consider donating to our walk.

Http://www.walkamericaorg/mmacri25 

Thank you

Melissa Reinagel Macri & Zander Macri
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On Saturday, January 27th, two memorial services took place here at St. James. Joan Kruger and Dorothy Mueller’s lives were celebrated on that date. I want to give great thanks to the members of St. James who worked so hard to bake, serve lunches, clean up, and in general make both groups of folks feel welcome and loved. To my knowledge we have never celebrated two memorial services in one day. It was hard work and many hands made it possible. Thank you for everything you did to make this day run smoothly.

Charlotte Lujan

The family of Dorothy Mueller would like to take this opportunity to thank all who helped to make Dorothy’s memorial service a very special occasion.

A special thanks to Reverend Bob Matlack, and Church Director of Music Christina Shrewsbury, who made the service very special to all of us in attendance. The music was perfect, and Reverend Bob expressed our feelings about Dorothy so eloquently.

Another special thanks to all of those who worked in the kitchen and helped prepare food and baked goods for the luncheon after the service. All of the food was excellent and plentiful!

Finally, thanks to all of those who attended the memorial service, made donations to the church in memory of Dorothy, and those who sent sympathy cards to our family. We were overwhelmed with the support and kind words that were expressed by all.

The Family of Dorothy Mueller

We want to thank the church for the Christmas cards and beautiful poinsettia that Pastor Alva brought. We hope that you also had a wonderful holiday season.

Blessings,

Stephanie Avery for Edith Avery

We are truly blessed. Some churches have trouble with one pastor, and we are blessed with two! They not only work well together and with staff, but they both care about each and every one of us.

Blessings on Bob and Alva.

Ruth Rathman


 It is with utmost sincerity and heartfelt appreciation that I am sending this note of thanks to you and your parish community for the generosity you have bestowed on so many children whom without this would have no Christmas.

Once again, your parishioners have outdone themselves. Ever meeting and surpassing the needs which continue to increase with each passing year. Your efforts and generosity this year has exceeded anything you have done in the past. [St. James has] given our children a wonderful holiday [and has] exemplified the true meaning of Christmas.

Sincerely,

Allison Betti

Salvation Army Christmas

Angel Tree Coordinator




Speaking Money

If you have been considering investing your money, there is a new option that will not only help your money grow, but will also help the United Church of Christ grow as well.

The UCC’s Cornerstone Fund does not tie your money to the stock market like most investment funds. Your money is used to provide loans to UCC churches to make improvements to their facilities, build new buildings and expand their ministries. The interest paid by borrowers on their loans funds the interest paid to the investors.

Cornerstone Fund is not federally insured, and cannot guarantee your investment the way a bank can. However, because loans are made only to UCC churches, greater care is taken in selecting borrowers, and church property is used as collateral. Cornerstone Fund borrowers demonstrate they have the resources to repay their loan, generally through a capital campaign.

For more information, call 1-888-UCC-FUND (1-888-822-3863) or visit www.cornerstonefund.org.
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What is the Grace of God?

A man dies and goes to Heaven. St. Peter meets him at the gates.


“Here’s how it works,” St. Peter says. “You need 100 points to make it into heaven. You tell me all the good things you’ve done, and I give you a certain number of points for each item, depending on how good it was. When you reach 100 points, you get in.”


“Okay,” the man says. “I was married to the same woman for 50 years and never cheated on her, even in my heart.”


“That’s wonderful,” says St. Peter. “That’s worth three points.”


“Only three points?” The man says, looking a bit dejected. “Well, I attended church all my life and supported its ministry with my tithe and service.”


“Terrific,” says St. Peter. “That’s certainly worth a point.”


“One point?!” Now the man really looks worried. “I started a soup kitchen in my city and worked in a shelter for the homeless. That’s got to count for something.”


“Fantastic,” says St. Peter. “That’s good for two more points.”


“Two points?!” the man cries. “At this rate, the only way I’ll get into heaven is by the grace of God!”


“Bingo, 100 points!” cries St. peter. “Come on in!”
The St. James Connector	March 2006
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March Food Pantry


 


March 4	


Instant Potatoes





March 11	


Noodles & Macaroni





March 18	


Paper Products (toilet paper, Kleenex, paper towels, etc)





March 25	


Jell-O and pudding mixes
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