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Christmas Eve

7:30 pm

Family Candlelight Service: There is something for everyone in this celebration. It includes many favorite carols, a Christmas story, and, of course, communion.

11:00 pm

Traditional Service: We will welcome Christmas Day with our traditional Candlelight Communion Service.

From the pastor….
Advent was set aside as a season of anticipation and preparation. It was first identified in the 4th century by Hilary of Poitiers who indicated that it was observed for a three-week period in Gaul.

Now the first Sunday in Advent is the fourth Sunday before December 25. The focus of the season is intended to include not only preparation for the anniversary of Christ’s birth, but also the anticipation of Christ’s return at the close of history.

That’s different than what we typically do this time of year! In our society we know how to plan the parties and buy the food, to shop for presents and to do all of the other things that we do in our society to prepare for Christmas, but most people find it very difficult to spend time in reflection and preparing themselves spiritually to celebrate the wonder of Christ’s birth and to anticipate Christ’s return. It’s easier when we can feel like we’re doing something, particularly in a season where we feel like there is so much to be done.

Yet Advent isn’t so much about doing, as about our state of being. It’s a time to really prepare ourselves inside, a time when we need to stop and reflect, to pray and to ask God to really prepare us for the wonder of Christ’s birth.

This year let’s try to really observe Advent. Let’s spend some time waiting and preparing, time that really focuses on our spiritual lives and seeks to get us ready to celebrate Christ’s birth in the most meaningful of all ways. This year, may Advent be a time of really preparing for the wonder of Christmas!

--Bob
Got a light?

One of the special ways that we observe Advent is with the lighting of candles on our Advent wreath. These candles remind us of some of the many gifts God offers to us. Any individuals or families who would like to help by lighting the Advent candles on a particular Sunday – or to help light the aisle candles on Christmas Eve, please contact Rev. Matlack.

Relief Duty

The Evangelism Committee is sponsoring a Support our Soldiers Drive. We are looking to send items to our soldiers both overseas and within the United States to show them that we care. A box has been placed outside the Horton Lounge. Some items to consider donating:

Chapstick

Single-serve powdered drink mix

Antibacterial hand cleaner

Puzzle books

Toothpaste

Toothbrush

Combs

Soap

Phone cards

Hard candy (no chocolates)

Gum

Prepackaged snacks (chips, pretzels)

Stamps

Envelopes

Notepaper

Most Important: Cards and letters from YOU that we can put into the packages to let our troops know how much we care!

--Linda Meyer
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Sewing Mission

St. James Women’s Sewing Mission will meet in the Assembly Hall at 9:30 am on Tuesday, December 11th. We will celebrate the Christmas season with a luncheon at Heidi’s Hideaway following our work session. All are welcome to join us. Entrée choices and luncheon cost $11 and must be submitted by Wednesday, December 5th. See Jennie Altes or Karen Sutton for a reservation
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Spread Some Cheer!

As you make out your Christmas card lists this year, please consider adding one or more of the following members’ names to your list:

Ruth Goulding

Evelyn Ottley
C/O Lakewood Health Center

5775 Maelou Drive

Hamburg, NY  14075

Bertha Sickau

C/o Autumn View

4650 Southwestern Boulevard

Hamburg, NY  14075

Jeanne Draudt

Charlotte Weimer

C/o Eden Heights

4071 Hardt Road

Eden, NY  14057

Margaret Henry

4901 Brenner Dr

Hamburg, NY  14075

Harold Staffehl

5166 Pittsburgh St

Hamburg, NY  14075
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St. James Puts Best Foot Forward in Shoebox Drive

Amy Dean reports that the Operation Christmas Child shoebox drive was a terrific success, with 23 shoeboxes collected for distribution worldwide. Thank you to all who participated or donated money!

Servers Fellowship Group

The Servers’ Christmas Party is planned for 1:00 pm, Wednesday, December 5th at the West End.

Our next meeting will be held at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, January 22nd, in the Horton Lounge
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New Number for Youth House

Karen Reinagel reports that the Youth House will be getting a new telephone number. The number is:

312-2729

Please make a note of it.


December: THRIFTINESS

Thriftiness is wisely managing the wealth of resources available to you to ensure an economical outcome. Utilize your assets with frugality.

Advent Workshop

December 2nd After church

Everyone is invited to the potluck after church, and then join in the fun making projects for the holiday season.

See craft samples in the lounge. NO SIGN-UP NECESSARY FOR CRAFTS. However, YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR THE POTLUCK. Please see bulletin board.

There will be cardmaking for adults and children

Goofs & Gaffes From OTHER Bulletins 

Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience. 

During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing a good sermon when J.F. Stubbs supplied our pulpit. 

Next Sunday Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the morning service. The pastor will then speak on "It's a Terrible Experience." 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community. 

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the church basement on Friday at 7 p.m. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 
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Music Notes
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Advent and Christmas are seasons of joy and anticipation. The music of this season reflects our traditions in songs that are familiar and others that cross the cultural barriers.

The chancel choir will sing a special Advent Carol Service on Sunday, December 9th, 2007. If you would like to participate with us, please attend our rehearsals for December:

Chancel Choir Rehearsals

Sunday, December 2nd from 11-11:30

Thursday, December 6th from 7-8:30
Sunday, December 9th from 11-noon

Sunday, December 16th from 11-noon

Sunday, December 23rd from 11-noon
SUN, DEC. 30: NO REHEARSALS!!!
The Chancel Choir will warm up at 9:15 am each Sunday before worship.
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 Cherubs (7pm) & Youth/Teens (7:30)

Wednesday, December 5

Wednesday, December 12

Wednesday, December 19

WE NEED YOUR VOICES! Please join in the fun of singing and working with your peers!

YOUTH CHOIR FESTIVAL

Mark your calendars for March 8, 2008 for the Youth Choir Festival to be held at Kenmore Presbyterian Church at 3 pm.

Group rehearsals at 1 pm

Actual children's versions of Christmas Carols:
"...sleep in heavenly peas";
"Joy to the world, the Savior rains";
"This is he whom Sears of old...";
"Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plane";
"While shepherds washed their socks by night”

“Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, you’ll go drown in Listerine”

“Chipmunks roasting on an open fire…”

“Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Barney’s the king of Israel”

“Get dressed ye merry gentlemen…”

“Good king wants his applesauce at the feast this evening…”

“…where the treetops glisten and children listen, to hear slave elves in the snow….”
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Christian Education News

Christian Education Advent Items

The first Sunday in Advent (December 2nd) during the Children’s sermon the children will receive a special advent gift. They will also hear about the special “No TAG Left Behind” policy for this year’s Angel/Mitten Tree (see following article).

There will also be a basket of Advent items on display located near the bulletin board. Please help yourself to any items you might like during the advent season.

Angel/Mitten Tree

The Board of Christian Education has decided to center this Advent Season around the theme “Giving” and with that in mind the Board is pledging to make sure every tag on the Angel Tree has a gift to be sent back to the Salvation Army. The “No Tag Left Behind” policy. The money donated in the children’s offering envelopes will help to defray the cost of purchasing the gifts we need in order to fulfill the “No Tag Left Behind” goal. There will also be a canister for donations.  You can either purchase the suggested gift or choose one that you would like to give.

Remember – do not wrap your gift!  Just place the unwrapped gift/s under the tree in the lounge with the original Angel Tree gift tag attached to the gift.  The Salvation Army needs to be able to check each gift.  

The deadline for all unwrapped gifts, hats, mittens, etc. is Sunday, December 16th!

Christmas Pageant

Sunday, December 16th is the date to circle on your calendar for this year’s Christmas Pageant. It is always a special morning and service when the children of our congregation tell the story of the Christ Child. The service begins at  10:00 am and the pageant will be presented in place of the Children’s Sermon. The children have been busy being fitted for their costumes and rehearsing for their parts. This year’s pageant is “The Innkeeper’s Christmas,” written by our own Dave Reichard. It tells the Nativity story through the eyes of the innkeeper.

The dress rehearsal for the pageant is Saturday, December 15th from 10:00 am to Noon and will be followed by a holiday pizza party. If you would like to help with the pageant, rehearsal or party, please speak to Karen. Permission slips are available on the table by the CE bulletin board display. We always have room for all the children that would like to be included in the cast.

Youth Holiday Gathering: The “12” Hours of Christmas

Mark your calendars for Thursday, December 27th for the “12 Hours of Christmas.” Beginning by leaving St. James at 11 am and returning at 11 pm, plan on traveling to the home of Barb and Dan Newcomb and feasting on Chili and Christmas cookies and other delights. Bring a $10 gift exchange (if you want to participate in the gift exchange), that can be for a male or female (be creative). Make sure to dress warmly and bring a change of clothing. Sign-up and permission slips outside the CE office in the bin.

Thank You from Karen and the CE Department:

A special thank you to everyone who helped with the Halloween Party. The costumes were great and everyone had a good time.

Thank you to everyone who donated desserts and pies for the Paula Pfister Pie Auction. Thanks to all who participated in this worthwhile event.

A very, very special thanks to Sue Martinez, who was volunteered by Emily Rust to clean the Youth House. This is a project Sue agreed to do after all the dust had settled from the Main Street construction project. THANK YOU SUE!!!!!!

Thank you to Amy Dean for overseeing Operation Christmas Child. Thank you to everyone who donated to this worthwhile project.

The children of the Church School raised $350 during the CROP walk to help fight hunger! Great job! Thank you to everyone who pledged and supported this event(
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A very special Thank You to those who worked so hard to put together the new directory: Charlotte Lujan, Heidi Walling, John Ortner. And those who worked the days: Joyce Meyer, John Gracon, Nancy Weimer, Patty Jensen.

Thank you John Ortner for his computer knowledge in collating everything together.  And thank you to Nick Reinagel for installing a CD burner.  Thank you all who helped!

· Alva

Thank You, Thank You to Joanne and all those who worked on making our Thanksgiving GIFT Dinner so special. Bless You!

· Alva
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Food Pantry

December 2

Canned & dry soups

December 9

Peanut butter and meat products

December 16

Canned juice and juice mixes

December 23

Dry milk

December 30

Cake & muffin mixes

	December 2007

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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Every Sunday:

9:00 – Adult Sunday School

9:15 – Choir Warmup

10:00  – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal
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	1

9 – Property

6:30 - Worship

	2

Deadline Poinsettia orders 

Advent Workshop
	3

6:30 – Memorial Service for Frank Reuter 
	4

7 – Board of CE Meeting & Christmas Gathering
	5    1 - Servers Party

6:30 – Family Night

Holiday Celebration

7 Cherub

7:30 Youth/Teens  


	6

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	7
	8

6:30 - Worship

	9

Poinsettia Sunday

8:30-10 am – Breakfast sponsored by Mid/Sr.

Chancel Reh & Brunch
	10

7 – Church Council
	11

9:30 – Sewing Mission
	12

7 Cherub’s

7:30 Youth/Teens  


	13

10 – Bible Study
	14
	15    9 – Property 

10-noon - Pageant Rehearsal & Christmas Party

6:30 – Worship



	16

Pageant

Deadline – Angel & Mitten Tree 
	17
	18

6 – Youth - can, bottle

sorting

6:30 – Youth Board
	19

7 Cherub’s

7:30 Youth/Teens  


	20

10 – Bible Study
	21
	22

6:30 - Worship

	23

No Adult Sunday School

Combined Church School Class


	24

7:30 – Family Service

11 – Candlelight Communion Service
	25
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Merry Christmas!
	26
	27

10 – Bible Study

Youth ‘12” Hours of Christmas
	28
	29

6:30 - Worship

	30  

No Adult Sunday Schl. 

Special Music

No CS-ChildCare Only

No Chancel Rehearsal
	31


	
	
	
	
	December 15

- Deadline Jan/Feb. Newsletter

- Deadline Annual Reports 



                    St. James 

          United Church of Christ

     76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075
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                    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

CHRISTMAS FUND 2007

The Christmas Fund Offering (formerly the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross), one of four Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ (UCC), is an important way of sharing our joy at God's renewing and life-giving grace. The Offering, which is administered by the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance of the Pension Boards on behalf of the UCC, is an expression of joy and gratitude to, and for, those who serve the church.

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, emergency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employees and Christmas Gift Checks to hundreds of annuitants.

Facts taken from a 1953 publication indicate that: "In 1902, a little money was collected and special Christmas gifts were sent to ten older ministers." The same article also reports that $121,054 was received for the Christmas Fund in 1952.

A little more than 50 years later, in 2006 the Christmas Fund received $1,438,000 and nearly 1,500 families were assisted. Our goal is to be able to provide at least $1,500,000 in assistance from the 2007 appeal.

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees whose low income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs. This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 
Are you downsizing?  Do you have one or more roasters in good condition that would like a new home and where they would be used by the Servers for their wonderful Soup Sales.
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A Special Note of Gratitude





With gratitude we note that St. James will be receiving a bequest from the estate of Arch Ottley.  We have also been remembered in the will of Rev( Kibb(.


These expressions of faithfulness and continuing support for this church are much appreciated.








