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Holy Week Begins

April 1st
April 1st marks the beginning of Holy Week.  Our Palm Sunday Service is always a moving celebration, as once again we are invited to walk with Jesus through those last days of His ministry here on earth.  Palm fronds will be given out as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the start of the very first Holy Week. 

Maundy Thursdaytc "Maundy Thursday"
April 5th   7:30 pm

We will recall the Last Supper Jesus had with His disciples, and then be reminded of those last hours of Christ’s life here on earth – and the flight of His disciples during our service of Tenebrae.  This is a very special candlelight communion service! Twelve members of the congregation will serve as readers – interested?  Talk with Rev. Matlack.

Good Fridaytc "Good Friday"
April 6th

Once again our sanctuary will be open from Noon (the time of Christ’s crucifixion) until 7:00 p.m.  During that period, people are invited to stop in for as long or as short a period as they would like to offer their prayers.  Bread and communion cups will be set up on the altar.  The elements will have been blessed and people are invited to silently have communion, and to spend some time in prayer as part of their remembrance of Christ’s death on the cross.  Please join us on this special day, as we remember the real Passion of Christ.

Holy Saturday – Great Vigil of Easter

April 7th 6:30 p.m.tc "April7th 6\:30 p.m."
The Great Vigil of Easter is an ancient liturgy of the church with deep roots in scripture. The vigil begins with the service of light.  A tall paschal candle is used to represent Jesus Christ.

The vigil continues with the Service of the Word in which readings from scripture remind us of all that God has done for the human family in preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

The service of water follows in which we renew our baptismal vows.  In the sprinkling of water, each of us is reminded of our own baptism.


The Great Vigil of Easter concludes with a celebration of Holy Communion.  
Please join us for this special Easter Vigil!

Easter Sunday - tc "Easter Sunday - "
April 8th 10:00 a.m.
Our Easter Service is always special, and this year is no exception.  The music will be spectacular, and Rev. Matlack is preparing a special sermon titled “I Have Seen the Lord!”  Come and help us celebrate the special gift that Christ has brought into our lives. Easter is, of course, the highlight of the church year.  Having gone through the darkness and despair of Good Friday, we come to the joy of the resurrection.  Come celebrate with us!  Invite your friends!  For Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen Indeed!

Music Notes
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April is a time of blossoming and Easter celebrations - also a time of renewal.  A special thank you to all the choirs at St. James, Cherub, Youth, and Chancel for the fine music throughout the Lenten and Easter services.

Consider joining us for some uplifting singing for the weeks following Easter - also, solos are welcome from both youth and adults.  Come at 9:15 any Sunday to participate and learn more about what the choir brings to worship - also what the music will give back to you.

See you at Rehearsal,

Christina

Music Director

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1COFFEEHOUSE AT ST. JOHN’S –

FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 7-8:30 PM
 If you yearn for shows like Mitch Miller’s sing-a-long and would like to go out on a Friday evening for some social fellowship and a good cup of coffee (tea or juice, too) and a snack, then you will have a great time at St. John’s Coffeehouse on Friday, April 27, 7-8:30 in the Gathering Room.  You are invited to come and join in the audience chorale on some old favorites and maybe hear a few jokes or two.  We’ll see you there.  St. John’s is located at 2871 East Church Street, Eden, 992-9143.

 

 

PEACE SERVICE TO BE HELD AT ST. JOHN’S – SUNDAY, MAY 20, 6 PM

 All are welcome and invited to come to a peace service on Sunday, May 20, at 6 pm, at St. John’s United Church of Christ in Eden to by led by retired UCC minister Philip Smith and His Ambassadors.  As children of the Prince of Peace, we’d like to join with our fellow Christians to renew our mission to be instruments of the peace of Christ.  The service will offer music, scripture, and a message about the Christian perspective on peace.  St. John’s is located at 2871 East Church Street, Eden, 992-9143.

St. James Scholarships

Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.  Applications include a list of guidelines.

Please note: The Community Foundation has changed their schedule, so applications for the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are due in by APRIL 1ST!!

Applications for the St. James scholarship must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, JUNE 1st.

 Dalai Lama Book Display 
Throughout the month of April there will be two books on display in the Horton Lounge.  Karen Reinagel has put together a scrapbook of the events surrounding the Dalai Lama’s visit to UB this past fall and UB has published a book entitled “Extraordinary Event”. Both of these books will be available for you to enjoy.  Stop by the lounge and  take a look at them. 

Paula Pfister Dessert Auction
Sunday, April 1st during Coffee Hour in the Assembly Hall
It’s official; it must be spring and time for the Paula Pfister Spring Dessert Auction.  Please sign-up and bring a dessert or two to be bid on for this worthwhile event.  Paula Pfister was Director of Christian Education during the 80's and we hold a pie/dessert auction twice a year to raise funds for a scholarship that is in honor of her memory.  The scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors that have worked during their four years of high school in the Christian Education program at St. James either as a church school teacher, assistant, or CE office assistant.  Paula was a wonderful person and this is a wonderful way to honor her memory.

EASTER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION EVENTS
Easter Sunday Enrichment Time
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There will be NO regular Church School classes on Sunday, April 8th (Easter Sunday).  Instead there will be a special Enrichment Time following the children’s sermon and it will be held in the lounge.  All children in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to attend.  We will be sharing a special Easter lesson and activity.  Children may be picked up in the lounge following the service.

Easter Sunday Childcare

In addition to this special time, there will be CHILDCARE provided for children through age 4 during the worship service. If you are interested in helping with Enrichment Time or child Care please speak to Karen Reinagel.

Easter Egg Hunt

Following the worship service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for children through 5th grade.  If you are interested in helping with the egg hunt please speak to Karen.  The egg hunt has been traditionally held outside but it is always dependent on weather permitting.  It will be announced during the service where the egg hunt is being held.

Please feel free to leave any donations to fill the eggs in the church office, Karen’s mailbox or the CE 2nd floor office area.  Thank you ahead of time for all of your donations.
Lenten Handouts

The Bd. of CE is offering special materials to the families of St. James.  Please be sure to check the basket on the CE table/bulletin bd. area and help yourself to any of the items that interest you.

Meditative Lenten Walk - 

 You are invited to Walk The Easter Path during the Lenten season.  Discover and explore the steps that Jesus walked, follow in his footsteps.   Footsteps that were marked on earth long ago, but continue to lead us today.  During the Lenten season there will be a series of stations for everyone to explore.  Each of the stations will have symbols and reminders to stop and look at and reflect on the path that Jesus walked.  Please take the time to visit the stations alone, or with your family or class.  Stop, pray, and reflect on the meaning of each station.  The walk will be made available through out the Lenten season until a week following Easter.

Board of Christian Education Staff Reviews

The Board of CE is currently in the process of conducting it’s yearly reviews of CE Staff.  This involves speaking to current CE Staff and finding out how their experience has been during this year.  If you would like a CE Bd. member to contact you regarding teaching opportunities in the fall or the summer, helping with the pageant or any other CE sponsored events or activities please call Karen and she will be glad to have someone from the Board contact you or you may speak directly with Karen.

Christian Education Staff Appreciation Luncheon and Program
Sunday, April 29, 2007

On Sunday, April 29th we will be honoring our Christian Education teaching staff, assistants, substitutes and anyone who is involved with the Christian Education Program at St. James.  Everyone is welcome to attend this special occasion.  The Youth Choir will be providing us with entertainment as they sing songs from “The Wizard of Oz”.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and space to indicate what you would like to bring.  The Board of Christian Education will be making salads and the Church Council will be making desserts, as they traditionally have. 


If you are interested in helping to honor those involved with our Christian Education program please check the “would like to help” column on the sign-up sheet.  We can always use a hand setting-up, cleaning-up, putting the food out or making coffee, drinks or rolling meat for platters.  It’s a nice way to get involved and thank the people who have volunteered their time and talent to nurture our children and help to guide them on their lifelong Christian journey.    

Spring Fling - Theme Basket Social
Saturday, April 21st 
Following worship, baskets will be on display in the assembly hall and people will have an opportunity to purchase tickets to take a chance at winning a basket or two.  Tickets will be sold for 3 for $1.00.  The winners will be announced during the last hour of the event.

If you have any questions please speak to Cher Kramer or Karen Reinagel.

N. Y. State Youth Event Report

Donna & Bill Schumacher and a group of 9 youth from St. James attended this year’s event in Painted Post, NY.  The theme was “Celebrate - 50th Anniversary - United Church of Christ”, and rumor has it that a great time was had by all.  St. James is blessed to have a couple as dedicated as Bill & Donna to volunteer to drive, be responsible for and spend a whole weekend with the youth that are interested in attending special events like this. I should also mention that the kids in our group are pretty special too!

WAY - Annual Work Weekend 
Interested in helping Dunkirk get ready for the summer months.  Speak to Donna Schumacher if you want details.

When: May 19th - 20th
Where: Dunkirk Conference Center

Who: Western Area Youth

What: Help prepare Dunkirk for the upcoming camping season

Gospel of John DVD & music CD
If you are interested in borrowing either of these items please speak to Karen. This is a perfect time of year to spend time watch this moving DVD or listen to the wonderful soundtrack on CD.

Wednesday Family Night - April 4th,  6:30pm - 8:30pm

Join us as we celebrate Easter and have some fun activities for the kids as well as the adults.

Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarships

Graduating high school seniors, who have served in the Christian Education program at St. James during their high school years, including their senior year, are eligible to apply for the Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship.  Applications will be mailed to eligible seniors and must be completed applications be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, JUNE 1ST.


Summer Childcare & Church School

I am looking for help for our Childcare/Enrichment Time for the summer months.  There are a variety of choices for helping; help is need to oversee the sign-up (we will put up the sign-up sheet) and remind people of the date they are volunteering, we also need people to keep a watch on the Childcare Room, we need people to donate snacks for the children and people that are willing to help serve a mini version of coffee hour following worship.

Please consider helping out with our Childcare during the summer months.  It is a nice way to let a mom or dad spend a well deserved hour in peace and prayerful reflection (something all parents appreciate).  Children up to ages 3 & 4 years old are in childcare until the rest of the children join them in the lounge for Enrichment Time following the children’s sermon.  If you are interested in 

helping or would like more information please speak to Karen Reinagel.

Souper Bowl of Caring Update 

$185.00 was raised during our Souper Bowl of Caring event this year.  The legacy committee voted to match the funds that were raised by the church school so our grand total is $370.00 which is being sent to South Towns Food Pantry.  Thank you to the legacy committee for supporting this worthwhile fundraiser and to our church family for helping to support the efforts of the children in our church school program

Annual Church Picnic & Worship

Sunday, June 10, 2007

“DUNKIRK DAY”!  The Board of CE has decided since we are continuing to share the day with First Congregational from Angola.  We hope you will mark the date on your calendars and look for information in next months Connector.

Dunkirk Conference Center
It’s not to late to register for camp at the Dunkirk Conference Center.  Get a registration form near the CE bulletin board area or outside the CE office on the 2nd floor, fill it out, hand in your registration form and deposit to Karen Reinagel by Sunday, April 8th for our Early Bird Deadline and we will do the rest.

Remember, we offer a 1/3 scholarship for St. James members based on the Super Early Bird Rate.  Children entering 2nd grade in the fall of 2006 are eligible to register as first time campers.  Camps are offered for children and youth through post high, a women’s weekend, family camps, an adult music camp.  If you have questions, stop in or call the church office.


April: Cautiousness

Cautiousness is being alert for the potential of danger in risky situations and establishing safeguards to act responsibly. Use careful forethought to allow for making the right choice.

Celebrate 50 Years of the UCC!

Important Dates in UCC History
1977 Avery Post is elected president. General Synod recognizes Council for Hispanic Ministries.  The Disabilities Ministries begins.

1977 Anne Holmes becomes first openly lesbian woman to be ordained. United Church People for Biblical Witness is organized.

Women’s Bible Study

No Women’s Bible Study on April 6th – Good Friday. Bible Study Resumes April 20th @ 7:00 p.m.

Child Abuse Prevention Month

“Promote Healthy Families in Your Community” is the theme for the April 2007 observance of Child Abuse Prevention Month. One of the main goals this year is to promote the “protective factors” for healthy families. Research has shown that if these factors are present in the home, the health and well-being of children and families increased. The church needs to be involved in this vital issue of reducing the risk factors that lead to abuse, and supporting the community resources available to children and families. This includes advocacy for appropriate and adequate funding and programs to assist families. Check out their website at www.preventchildabuse.org
Parish Nurse News
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Alcohol Awareness Month

The number one drug problem in the US is alcohol. The cost and consequences of alcoholism and drug dependence place an enormous burden on American society.

Substance abuse crosses all societal boundaries, affects both genders, every ethnic group, and all tax brackets. There are more deaths and disabilities in the US from substance abuse than any other cause.

Unfortunately, this is a problem that is generally kept under the table these days, especially in the church. For more information, visit www.ncadd.org
The number of spinal cord injures among people aged 70 and older has risen more than fivefold in the past three decades, U.S. researchers report. This jump in cases is likely the result of an aging population and propensity for these patients to have SCI (spinal cord injury) with minor trauma.

Minimally invasive heart bypass surgery results in longer and better quality of life than the use of artery-opening stents for patients who have a single blocked coronary artery, according to the results of three British studies. Two of the studies found that the minimally invasive bypass procedure was more cost-effective than stenting, and the third found that minimally invasive heart bypass surgery resulted in fewer complications than stenting

Spring is the time of year we look forward to for tossing off the boots, perhaps digging into the soil. After the rough winter, we tend to put certain activities on the front burner: Cleaning the patio furniture, repairing shingles, washing windows, and getting the car ready for summer travel. This year how about something new? Take yourself into the shop. If the last time you were at the doctor he was wearing that little mirror thing on his head and bleeding you with leeches, make it a point to go back this spring. Living in Western New York, there’s a good chance you’re overweight, underexcercised, and that your cholesterol and blood pressure are in a race to the top of the charts. The good news that most things that ail you can be treated. A few years ago a St. James member was beset by exhaustion, pain, insomnia, and a constant need to eat. A persistent sore throat sent him to the doctor and the cause was revealed to be acid reflux. Two weeks later, all of those symptoms, which he’s been living with for more than 20 years, were gone. It’s worth your time.

An Egg-cellent Tip

Peeling eggs gets easier with age!

Most of you old-timers probably thing I’m daffy, but let me explain. I’m not referring to the age of the peeler. Rather, it is the age of the egg that decides whether your hard-boiled Easter eggs slip out of their pretty shells, or if you end up with scrambled confetti. While you may think fresher is better when it comes to eggs, hard-boiled eggs like a few days to mellow. Buy your eggs at least three days before you plan to boil them. I’d go into the chemistry if I understood it, but the result is unmistakable: a perfect peel every time.

   Sunday Funnies: Collected from Sunday Schools around the country.

  • The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him
     • When the three wise guys from the East Side arrived, they found Jesus in the manager. Jesus was born because Mary had an emaculate contraption. 
         • Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says to do one to others before they do one to you. He also explained, "Man doth not live by sweat alone." 
     • A Christian should have only one wife. This is called monotony. 
     
EDITOR WANTED!

As I wrote several months ago, becoming editor of the Connector was a dream for me. Unfortunately, the opportunity came to me just as my wife and I purchased a home in Buffalo, and shortly before I changed jobs and began to plant the seeds of my own business. I now find my energies overtaxed. As much as I’ve loved the work, to continue as the editor would do the Connector a disservice. I believe this organ of information is a vital link among congregation members, and especially to the sick and shut-in who like to be kept “in the loop.”

Therefore, the Connector needs a new editor. This is a great opportunity for someone who’s watched “the Front Page” a hundred times and can recite all of the dialog from “All the Presidents Men.” Well, it’s not that exciting. But maybe you could inject some excitement into the job. So, any journalist – budding, budded, or gone to seed – who would like to be the next editor of the  Connector, please talk to Bob, Alva or Nancy.

Jeff Dean

Editor

Sewing Mission Group

The sewing Mission Group will meet on Tuesday, April 10th at 9:30 a.m. in the church basement.

Bring a sandwich or a salad, and a dessert will be furnished by this month’s hostess Margaret Paget.

The group wishes to extend thanks to all who donated material or sheeting, and especially the nice lady who made the lovely crochet lap throw (she didn’t give us her name). These will be delivered to the local nursing home patients.

For more information, please contact Laura Zittel @ 649-5320

Servers Fellowship Group

The Servers will meet in the lounge on April 24th at 1:00 p.m. This is a location change. The Spring Soup Sale is April 14th: Bring family & friends for lunch. $5.00 per person and $5.00 per quart for takeout.
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Thank you for all of the prayers and cards while I was in the hospital. A special thank you to Rev. Matlack and Pastor Looze for their visits and prayers.

Frank Reuter

In Memorium
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Dorothy M. Shadle

Born: November 7, 1907

Died: February 17, 2007

Service: March 24, 2007

Edith Avery

Born: 1910

Died: February 20, 2007

Service: Private
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	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1     Palm Sunday

9:15 -All choirs reh.

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11- Pfister Dessert Auct

11 – Chancel Ch. Reh. 
	2      



	3

7 – Board of CE
	4

6:30 – Family Night

7:45 Chancel Choir Rehearsal w/ Trumpet
	5

10 – Bible Study

7:30 - Maundy Thursday


	6

Noon – 7:00 - Sanctuary Open for Good Friday


	7

10 – Cabinet decorate church

6:30 – Great Vigil of Easter

	8

9:15 – Chancel WU

10 – Easter Worship

Childcare thru age 4

11 – Easter Egg Hunt

No Rehearsal
	9

7 – Church Council
	10

9:30 – Sewing Mission
	11

No Rehearsals


	12

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board


	13


	14

11:30-2:30 or sold out Spring Soup Sale

6:30 - Worship

	15    9:15  - WU for singers instrumentalists

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Reh

Newsletter Deadline


	16
	17
	18


	19

10 – Bible Study


	20

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	21

9 – Noon  - Property

6:30 - Worship

7 – “Spring Fling” - Theme Basket Social 



	22     9:15 Choir WU

10 - Worship

10:30 – Church School

11 – Chancel Reh

11:15–Evangelism Sem

11:30 Confirmation cls
	23
	24

1 – Servers

6:30 – Youth Can & Bottle Sorting

7 – Youth Board
	25


	26

10 – Bible Study


	27

DVD Retreat with St. Matthews & Hamburg Pres. at Youth House
	28

6:30 - Worship

	29

9:15 WU for choirs

10 – Worship

10:30- Church School

Teachers Appreciation

11 Chancel Reh.
	30                


	
	 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE:

No Adult Sunday School 4/1, 4/8, 4/15

9 – Adult Sunday School 4/22 & 4/29


	



From www.ucc.org

As we go boldly into the information age, it should be kept in mind that nearly half of American homes are without Internet access and the overwhelming majority of seniors are not online. Because the United Church of Christ’s mission is so important to our congregation on a local level, it is important that everyone be kept informed. Therefore, we have culled a few headlines from the UCC website. If you do have Internet access, we highly recommend it for it’s broad range of news and topics.

	New UCC report shows minorities still hurt by environmental injustice 
	
	


	Written by Sandy Sorensen - 

	Friday, 23 March 2007 

	   Environmental injustice in minority communities is as much or more prevalent today than 20 years ago, according to a follow-up study to the landmark “Toxic Waste and Race in the United States” report that put the environmental justice movement on the map two decades ago. 

   The findings show that 20 years later, disproportionately large numbers of people of color still live in hazardous waste host communities, and that people of color are not equally protected by environmental laws. 

    “People of color across the United States have learned the hard way that waiting for government agencies to respond to toxic contamination can be hazardous to their health and the health of their communities,” said Robert Bullard.

    The new report points to the dismal post-Katrina response in New Orleans as one example of unequal treatment of minorities in hazardous waste emergencies. The findings also show that environmental laws don’t protect minority communities any more than they did 20 years ago when the report was originally commissioned. 



	New 50th anniversary hymn commissioned, ready for congregational use 
	
	


	Written by J. Bennett Guess, 

	Friday, 16 March 2007 

	The Rev. Carl Daw Jr., a well-known hymn writer, has completed a commissioned hymn to commemorate the UCC’s 50th anniversary celebration. 

  

"God our Maker, whose first summons” is a new hymn text based on the UCC’s anniversary-year theme, "Let it shine!" It may be used freely in the UCC throughout the anniversary year, as long as the copyright information is included as it appears on the hymn page. 

  

“This image of Christians as bearers of light is the unifying theme of this hymn, and the various stanzas relate this theme to the three persons of the Trinity, both individually and jointly,” Daw wrote in his artistic statement. 

  

Daw authored the text to accompany the ever-popular Welsh tune, CWM RHONDDA, popularly known by its more-common text, "God of grace, and God of glory." 

  

Daw, an Episcopal priest, is executive director of The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada and an adjunct professor of hymnology at Boston University. 

  

Well acquainted with the UCC, Daw was involved in the creation of The New Century Hymnal as one of the poets engaged to recraft the language of older hymns. In the end, eight of Daw’s texts were included in The New Century Hymnal. 

  

“Daw’s texts, known for their rich use of metaphors, appear in almost all the modern denominational hymnals,” says Art Clyde, who was editor of the UCC’s popular 1995 hymnal.


	United Church News wins best national religion newspaper 
	


	Written by staff reports    

	Monday, 19 March 2007 

	United Church News, the UCC’s national newspaper, will be recognized as the nation’s best religion newspaper at the 2007 DeRose-Hinkhouse Memorial Awards on April 26 in Louisville, Ky. 

  

The annual awards program is sponsored by the interfaith Religion Communicators Council and honors the best in religion communications in print, video and electronic media. 

  

United Church News has more than 185,000 subscribers nationwide, making it the largest U.S. denominational publication in terms of readership. 
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  ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

	Three boys are in the schoolyard bragging about their fathers.  The first boy says, "My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem and they give him $50." 

The second boy says, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song and they give him $100." 

The third boy says, "I got you both beat.  My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon.  And, it takes eight people to collect all the money!" 
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April Food Pantry


 


April 1	


Bisquick/Bread Mixes





April 8	


Cereals





April 15	


Spaghetti sauce, canned stew/ravioli





April 22	


Pancake mixes/oatmeal





April 29


Pasta/pasta dinners








�





April 1st Deadline for Raymond Riefler Scholarship Applications





�


June 1st - Deadline to submit applications for St. James and Paula Pfister CE Scholarship. 
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