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From the Pastor …

Stewardship Campaign

By now we hope that you have attended one of our Stewardship Breakfasts, and have prayerfully considered your 2007 commitment.  If not, you will be contacted either by a packet coming to your house or by a letter.  In both cases we will be asking you to consider your commitment for the coming year.

These are important commitments.  They are important to us as individuals, because they are a concrete commitment as to one important way that we intend to live out our faith.  They are important to us as a church, because they define how we can minister in Christ’s name.

Please make your commitment prayerfully and faithfully!
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Harvest Home Sunday

Sunday, November 19th
Sunday, November 19th is the date!  On that Sunday, we ask members to be especially generous with their donations to the food pantry.  We take having enough to eat for granted, but that’s not true for everyone in our community.  This Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reach out in a spirit of generosity and share with those who truly need it.  Please bring your offerings of food directly into the sanctuary.  There we will have members arrange them in the front of the sanctuary.  The Sunday before Thanksgiving is a time to be particularly grateful, and these food donations will be dedicated in thanks for the blessings that we all have received.  As one very special part of our service of thanks, communion will be celebrated.

Bob
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.C.C.

The United Church of Christ begins its yearlong 50th Anniversary celebration this month.  Throughout the year we will be highlighting important dates in their history.

1957 United Church of Christ is born when the Evangelical and Reformed Church unites with the Congregational Christian Churches.

1958 United Church Herald begins publication.

1959 UCC Statement of Faith is adopted.  UCC’s Everett C. Parker organizes churches and later wins Federal Court ruling for public airwaves.

1962    Andrew Young works for the UCC with Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Music Notes
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It has been a privilege to work and get acquainted with the singers and choir at St. James.  What a wealth of talent in all age categories. 

I am planning to have special vocal/instrumental ensembles during Advent and for the 7:30 Service Christmas Eve.  Please contact me ASAP so we can plan for this festive season of carols and songs.  Youth as well as adults are invited to participate in all special music offerings on Sundays.   

Our choir schedule for November will feature the Chancel Choir at 10 AM November 5th and 12th with warm-up at 9:15 AM.  Rehearsals follow services each Sunday and all voice parts are encouraged to participate. The Youth Choir and Teens will sing November 19th and the Cherub Choir will grace the sanctuary on November 26th, the first Sunday of Advent. We will need some special music on this date as well.       

Hymns of the Harvest Season   We Plough the Fields and Scatter.   This hymn was first published in 1783 in Hamburg…. Germany! and describes Thanksgiving in a North German farm house.  The tune was reproduced by a Miss Campbell and had a folksy and simple quality.  The hymn leaped into popularity through the school hymnals of Germany and is still a favorite today.  
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Shoebox Greetings

For most of us, memories of Christmases of our youth are filled with magic, lights and a bounty of gifts. In a land of plenty, it is easy to forget that there are children waking up on Christmas morning to face lands suffering from war, natural disasters or political instabilities. It would be nice if, for one special day, children in these depressed corners of the globe could receive a colorful gift of childish things.

Once again St. James is participating in “Operation Christmas Child,” a mission to bring Christmas joy to millions of children who otherwise might have nothing at all.

Participating is as easy as filling a shoebox with gifts suggested in the enclosed pamphlet, and following the directions. Drop your shoebox off at the Church Office anytime before the end of Church on November 19.

It’s a great way to share the joy of Christmas. If you have questions, please call Amy Dean at (716) 825-0794

ANNUAL G.I.F.T. THANKSGIVING GATHERING

Saturday, November 11th
Our annual get together for our G.I.F.T. congregations will be on Saturday, November 11th.  This year we have decided to go back to tradition and have a Thanksgiving Dinner with the other congregations bringing dessert.  The dinner will begin at 5 p.m. with the worship service at 6:30 p.m.    Dessert and coffee will follow after the worship service at 6:30 p.m. 

G.I.F.T. stands for Growing In Faith Together.  It’s a relationship that started back in 1994 when six congregations covenanted to support each other in a variety of ways.  Over the years there have been some changes in the membership of G.I.F.T.  Today we have five active congregations: St. James, First Congregational, Angola; First Congregational, Niagara Falls; Amherst Community Church, and St. John’s, Strykersville.

If you would like to help let Joanne Roberts know.  Come and enjoy dinner with members of our sister congregations.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the Church bulletin board.

Youth News
YOUTH FUNDRAISERS

Keep in mind these ongoing projects to benefit youth activities at St. James.


Can & Bottle Drive - This is an on-going fund-raiser sponsored by the Youth Group of St. James.  Please drop all your bottles/cans off at the Youth House.  Place them on the front porch in the bins marked with the appropriate names (cans, bottles, plastic).  We appreciate your continued support of this on-going fund-raiser.


ABITIBI PAPER RECYCLING FUND-RAISER - Please support the youth by dropping your paper recycling in the paper retriever located in the church parking lot.  The youth receiving cash for the pounds of paper they collect.


ST. PAULY'S TEXTILE - Directly behind the youth house is a shed for used clothing.  The clothing that is collected provides useable clothing to people who can use it, both in the U.S. and abroad.  This year alone over 20 million garments have been distributed to over 3 million people worldwide.  
If you have USEABLE clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, 
blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, or stuffed toys, please place them in the shed (inside plastic bags, if possible).  If you have any questions please feel free to talk to Karen.
  Note:  Please do not donate: rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods.  These cannot be used and must be disposed of at St. Pauly's expense. 


FLAMINGOES TO GO - Need a flock of Flamingoes to go?  Speak to a Youth volunteer and arrange a date to use the flamingoes and make a monetary donation to the Youth program @ St. James. 


YOUTH CANDLE SALE - Be sure to stop and check out the assortment of candles that can be ordered from the candle sale which runs from October 29th - November 19th. 
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November – Hospitality

Hospitality is extending welcome by the cordial treatment of guests.  Be generously open and giving to others.
Upcoming Events for Youth

November 3 –November5

WAY Retreat at St. James (Youth House)

November 5

Pancake Breakfast

November 11

State Volleyball finals at Kenmore West, followed by Rock Climbing

November 19

Candle orders and money due

Paula Pfister Pie Auction

Youth Group Meeting

November 28

Can and bottle sorting at Youth House 6:00 p.m.

Youth Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.
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Christmas Pageant News

The Christmas Pageant is a favorite tradition at St. James. It’s a great time to bring the congregation together to watch the children who have worked so hard to rekindle in us the magic of this special time.

This year's pageant is entitled "The Night The Animals Sang." The play, by Katherine Babb, is a heartwarming story based on the tradition that the animals learned to speak on the first Christmas. 

Children must have a signed permission form in order to be a part of the pageant. Permission slips and information will be available early in November at the CE bulletin board/table area. Please remember to fill out the permission slips and return them promptly so your child can be fitted for costumes.  Robin Lindstrom and her crew of volunteers will be overseeing the costume fittings.  There will be more details in the December newsletter.

Wednesday Choir & Chow Night

Wednesday, November 1  6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

 Please join us for a relaxed, laidback, easy night with no cooking!  We meet at 6:30pm for dinner (salad, pizza, & beverage followed by dessert if we have any). Then the children can either attend choir rehearsals or play in the Assembly Hall. Everyone pitches in to help make the coffee and lemonade, set up and clean up. Please consider bringing a dessert to share.

If you’ve been looking for an easy way for your family to become active at St. James, this is the perfect way to start!  Please remember to sign up on the bulletin board so we know how much pizza to order.
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Pastor Alva will meet with the 4th grade students Sunday, November 5th & 12th in preparation for receiving their own copy of "The Good News Bible," on November 19th during morning worship.  Letters have been sent out to parents of 4th graders with all the details.

If you know of someone who never received a Bible or if you are new to St. James and your child would like to participate along with the 4th grade class please speak to Karen Reinagel.

FAMILY ADVENT ITEMS

The advent season is rapidly approaching and it's time to remind everyone to be on the lookout for special advent handouts for our church school families.  The advent items will be located near the lounge.
Bill Keane, creator of the Family Circus cartoon strip tells of a time when he was penciling one of his cartoons and his son Jeffy said, "Daddy, how do you know what to draw?" I said, "God tells me." Jeffy said, "Then why do you keep erasing parts of it?" 
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Paula Pfister Memorial Scholarship Pie Auction & Sweet Walk

Sunday, November 19th during coffee hour

Sometimes getting a congregation involved in church activities can be like pulling teeth…unless there’s pie involved! One of St. James’ most revered traditions is the pie auction to benefit the Paula Pfister Memorial Scholarship fund. It's that time of year when we get out the rolling pins, our best recipes, and all the ingredients to make a great pie or two. The Board of Christian Education has timed it perfectly so you can bid on pies for Thanksgiving.

This year we are also introducing a feature called a "Sweet Walk." In addition to pies for the auction, we also encourage donations of other sweet treats, such as cakes, cookies, or other baked goods.  These other items will be placed on the "Sweet Walk” venue.  To be a part of the "Sweet Walk," people will purchase paper plates sold for $1.00 each (up to 20 plates being sold), the person who brings the dessert (sweet) will walk around on numbered plates and when the music stops the person who has the number of the plate that has been stopped on will win the item.

This is a way for everyone to have a chance to win something, even if you are at a meeting, choir, and teaching or just busy on Sunday morning you can give a friend some money to buy plates on your behalf and they can collect your sweets if your number is the plate that is landed on.  
Jennifer Reinagel will oversee this event, and if you have questions or are interested in helping please speak to Jennifer.


Donating a pie is a great and painless way to get involved. We’d love to see the tables filled this year. Bidding is often fierce, and a lot of fun to watch! Be there!


Holy Cow! 

Heifer Fair a Great Success!

Cow-abunga! We just herd! And now it’s time to let the cattle out of the bag: The Heifer Fair turned out to be a real cash cow for Heifer International. Congratulations to the children in the church school program who did a great job putting on the Heifer Fair on Sunday, October 8th. All attending were in a generous moo-d: the kids raised $344.71 for Heifer International and Legacy is matching the amount raised bringing the total to $689.42.  Thank you to the Legacy Funds and thank you to the children and everyone who supported this great mission event.

 The following is a list of the winners for the raffles held at the Heifer Fair;

Cardinal Candle - Laurie Karn

Give Us This Day Hanging  & Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep Hanging & Animal Magnets & Ceramic Chick - Karen Reinagel

Beanie Bear - The Chalker Family

2006 Angel & Bear Ornament - Josh

"The Farm Book" - Rosemarie Miller

Animal Pot Holders & Towel Set - Rita Los

Tin Angel Ornaments - Cher Kramer

Clock - Dee Fuller

Snowman Candle - Haley Loretto

Beanie Bunny, Pig  & Tin Rooster- Jen Reinagel

Beanie Bull - Bryce Reinagel

Beanie Chick & Gold Angel - Vera Shoemaker

"Lucy The Lamb" & "On The Farm" books - Joanne Roberts

Beanie Cow - Madison Loretto

Cherub Angel - Erin Berlin

Beanie Rooster - Samantha Schuman

Scarecrow - Beth Scheffler

T Shirt - Bryanna Karn

.

 ANGEL/MITTEN TREE

The Tree returns in mid-November to collect items for our less fortunate neighbors. 

ANGEL TAGS -Salvation Army Angel Tags will be located in the lounge once they arrive.  Just pick a tag from the tree, buy a gift for the appropriate age that is listed on the tag and return it to church.  [DO NOT WRAP THE GIFTS The Salvation Army needs to be able to see what is being given to the children for safety reasons].  There are gifts listed on the tags that the children have stated that they would like, but if you can't afford to buy the gift listed or if you have a gift you would like to give, please feel free to give what you would like.

MITTENS ETC. - Mittens, hats, scarves, gloves etc. may be placed on the Angel/Mitten Tree during the holiday season.  These items are donated to Boston Valley School for needy children or other needy families in the area.

NATIONAL DONOR SABBATH

November 10-12, 2006

Over 92,000 people in the US alone are waiting for life-saving organs transplants and hundreds of thousands need life-enhancing cornea and tissue transplants.

It is vital that our family members know of our desires before death or serious injury occurs.  For additional information contact the Upstate New York Transplant Services at 716-566-3943, or e-mail at vdent@unyts.org.

ADVENT WORKSHOP 

Dec 3rd after church 

Pot luck - bring a dish to pass  - have fun making crafts for the holiday season. If you have a craft that you would like to teach or share for the Advent workshop see Alva, Louise Harms or Donna Ludwig. 
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Server Fellowship Group News

The Servers will meet in the Horton Lounge on November 28th @ 1:00 p.m. The Servers Christmas Party will be December 5th @ 1:00 p.m. at Michael’s Banquet Hall. The Showers of Blessings drive will continue through November 19th. Thank you for all the many donations.

The Servers would like to thank everyone who volunteered to help with our Soup Sale. Some volunteered their time, others donated ingredients, money or baked goods. A great big THANK YOU to all who helped in any way to make the Soup Sale a success, including everyone who came to eat soup or buy take-out soup. 


Sewing Mission

Tuesday, November 14 9:30 a.m.

St James Womens Sewing Mission will meet on Tuesday, November 14 at 9:30 a.m. in the Assembly Hall. We’d love to have you join us! Bring your lunch and come for charitable work and conversation.

Snow Angels Needed

The Village of Hamburg is looking for youth to volunteer for the nationally recognized Snow Angels project.

Snow Angels enlists volunteers to help clear snow for elderly and handicapped residents who are unable to do the chore themselves.

If you or someone you know would like to volunteer for this special crew, please contact Lynn Detzel or Bill Nye at 649-0200
Sign Language

Some samplings from church signs around the country…

"Under same management for over 2000 years" 

"You can give without loving but you cannot love without giving." 

"Beat the Christmas rush, come to church this Sunday!" 

"Don't wait for the hearse to take you to church." 

"No Jesus - no peace, Know Jesus - know peace!" 

From Your Editor

As I write this, thousands of people are still without power in the Western New York region. While we lament the basement floods and the loss of thousands of beloved trees, power outages and the abrupt end to a too-short season of leaf-peeping, it is a universal sentiment that it could have been much, much worse. In this month of Thanksgiving, let us remember our good fortunes in the midst of chaos, and let that embolden us and guide us as we find ways to help out our less fortunate neighbors. Our blessings are many, because blessings are meant to be shared.

--Jeff

Parish Nurse

The recent storm caught most of us waaay off guard. Here are a few things to keep in mind as we get deeper into the cold weather:

Hypothermia- This condition is usually though of as a result of extreme cold weather. However, most hypothermia deaths occur in 50-60 degree temperatures. Dress warm, limit alcohol use, and if you lose your heating source, go to a public space or a friend’s home.

Carbon Monoxide – Sadly, seven WNYers lost their lives to the colorless, odorless and tasteless gas. Install CO detectors, have your furnace serviced regularly, do not light grills inside the house, and read directions on items such as generators.

	November 2006

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	1

6:30-8:30 Chow Choir Night * Note Change in Date

7:00 - Cherubs 

7:30 – Youth 

8:15 – Teens 
	2

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	3

7 – Women’s Bible Study

WAY Retreat
	4

9 – Property

6:30 – Worship

WAY Retreat

	5      WAY Retreat

9:15– Chancel Warmup

Youth Pancake Brekfst

10 – Worship

10:30-Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal
	6
	7

7 – Board of CE
	8

7:00 - Cherubs 

7:30 – Youth 

8:15 – Teens
	9

10 – Bible Study
	10
	11

5 – GIFT Thanksgiving Dinner

6:30 – Worship

Youth-St. Volleyball Finals Rock Climbing

	12

9:15– Chancel Warmup

10 – Worship

10:30-Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal
	13

7 – Church Council
	14

9:30 – Sewing Mission
	15

7:00 - Cherubs 

7:30 – Youth 

8:15 – Teens
	16

10 – Bible Study
	17

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	18

9 – Property

6:30 - Worship

	19   9:15–Youth, Teens Warmup

10 – Worship Harvest Home, Communion

10:30-Church School

11 Chancel Reh.- Paula PfisterPieActn/YGMtg. meeting
	20
	21
	22

No Choir Rehearsals
	23



	24
	25

10 – Cabinet decorate the church

6:30 - Worship

	26   10 – Worship

           Special Music

10:30-Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal

___________________

Dec. 3 – Pot Luck &

      Advent Workshop
	27
	28

1 – Servers

6:30 – Youth Board
	29

7:00 - Cherubs 

7:30 – Youth 

8:15 – Teens
	30

No Bible Study
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We would like to express our sincere thanks for all of the cards and prayers when our mother and grandmother passed away. Special thanks to pastors Matlack and Looze, and Mark Walling for their visits. We are forever grateful. 

                     Sincerely,
                                          The Whitworth Family 

Dear Friends and Representatives of the CIA,

You Did it Again…  With the support of all 14 CIA churches and its friends, we were able to collect over 1,000 bags of food valued at more than $16,000, which we distributed to the following shelters: Operation Good Neighbor, St. Luke’s Mission, St. Peter & Paul Outreach and Southtowns Christian Center. 


A special “thank you” goes out to Gail King & Bill Roberts for co-chairing this year’s food drive.  We appreciate your time and hard work behind the scenes.     


“Thank you” to Rev. Shawn Duncan, Carol Dole, Pat Small, Judy Kremers for allowing us to use the Trinity Episcopal Church as headquarters for the drive.  You were a great host! 


“Thank you” for all your help and support.  Praise God for using us to spread His love and care to our neighbors.     



In Christ Service       




Russell Rich

For I was hungry and you gave me food…”Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of these my brethren, you did it to me”  (Matthew 25:35-40)      
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Church Register

Weddings

Linda Mae Rishel & David Kenneth Banks

Married: October 7, 2006

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather's lap as he read her a bedtime story. 
From time to time, she would take her eyes off the book  and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek.  She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again. 
Finally she spoke up, "Grandpa, did God make you?" 
"Yes, sweetheart," he answered, "God made me a long time ago." 
"Oh," she paused, "grandpa, did God make me too?" 
"Yes, indeed, honey," he said, "God made you just a little while ago." 
Feeling their respective faces again, she observed, "God's getting better at it, isn't he?"
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News From TLC

We are having a very successful school year. All of the children and staff are enjoying the fall season.

The preschoolers went to Zittle’s to pick pumpkins! They went through the hay maze, made popcorn hands and visited with some farm animals. It was so much fun.


The Health & Safety Grant has been issued and work will begin soon on the improvements. See if you can find them!


We also had a fundraiser with the Bon-Ton stores.


We look forward to our Thanksgiving Feast with all the children and their families this month. Wishing you a very happy Thanksgiving!

Patty Connors, TLC Director

What the UCC means to me…

The following letters are reprinted from United Church News. The letters are in response to a request for readers to tell the UCN how the UCC has touched their lives.

'We found a home' 

I am grateful for the welcome and hospitality of the First Congregational UCC of Austin, Minn., to my husband, Oliver, in the early 70s when he was a foreign exchange student from Cape Town, South Africa. The Stephen and Shirley Wright family hosted him, and Pastor Dwight Snesrud and his family befriended him. Leaving the Apartheid system 20 years ago, we found a common church home in the social activism of the UCC. 

Merlyn Lawrence
Moderator, 26th General Synod.
Member, First Congregational UCC of Glen Ellyn, Ill.

'A love relationship' 

Born in parsonage of Christian parents, I was brought up to take the gospel seriously. I'm an 84-year-old who enjoys a "love relationship" with the UCC because it dares to take the gospel of Jesus Christ seriously. 

A few examples: Historically, it dared to support the abolition of slavery. It dared to defend the Wilmington Ten. It dares to ordained gays and lesbians, and now dares to support the union of couples regardless of gender. It dares to be a peace and justice church. 

I do love this church! 

The Rev. Paul Olm-Stoelting
Venice (Fla.) UCC

'Made hope possible' 

Many mainstream Christian denominations have announced policies of exclusion. I believed that I would one-day live to experience a church that would welcome me as a gay man, and extend to me the opportunity to seek ordination. The UCC made that hope possible. I waited six months before joining the UCC, needing to know that I was not just joining because they had voted marriage equality for all people. In this denomination I have found hope. 

Francesco J Marshall
Riverside UCC
Jacksonville, Fla. 

'Embracing differences' 

Having served as a missionary in Japan for 12 years, I have been blessed with the opportunity to meet Christians from other denominations throughout the world. 

I have come to understand that it is because of my experiences within the UCC that I have been able to embrace differences in the way we practice our faith while, at the same time, celebrate the living Christ within each of us. 

The Rev. Diane Weible
Kaneohe, Hawaii

'Radically inclusive love' 

These are a few of my favorite things about the UCC: 

Our embodiment of God's radically inclusive love;
Our regular — almost consistent — stand for justice;
Mentors like the Rev. Gene Ross and the Rev. Paul Forman; and
The "God Is Still Speaking" campaign, which is giving me/us a language for evangelism that has integrity. 

The Rev. Jeffrey S. Spencer
Niles Congregational UCC
Fremont, Calif.

Now it’s your turn. The Connector wants to hear from you. How has the UCC touched your life? How has St. James made a difference to you? Don’t be shy – share the good news with your St. James Family! Leave your letters in the Connector Mailbox, send them to the church, or email Thadeenz97@verizon.net.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

                               St. James 

                    United Church of Christ

            76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

     
[image: image7.wmf]
             


    



  ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Hawaii Earthquake 
Oct. 16, 2006 

At 7:07 am on Sunday, October 15, a 6.6-magnitude earthquake on Hawaii caused at least one landslide and knocked out power across the state. Charles Buck, UCC Hawaii Conference Minister, is checking on churches and members. At least one UCC church, Kalahikiola, on the Island of Hawaii [the Big Island] was heavily damaged (see photo). According to Linda Petrucelli a UCC member on the Big Island, there is major damage to homes and businesses. As assessments are done, further information will be posted. 

The quake was centered just off the northwest shore of the Big Island of Hawaii, or about 155 miles to the southeast of Honolulu. On Hawaii Island, also known as the Big Island, there was some damage in Kailua-Kona and a landslide along a major highway, according to reports from the Pacific Tsunami Center. Local officials there were concerned about structural problems in Kona Community Hospital - the area's main hospital - and patients were being evacuated. Local hospitals reported many injuries, but no deaths have been reported. 

How you can help 

1. Pray for people who live in communities affected by earthquakes. 

2. To help those affected by disasters you may, send gifts payable to your congregation marked for "Emergency USA" with the request they be sent through your Conference office on to Wider Church Ministries. 

3. Send gifts, made out to Wider Church Ministries and marked in the memo portion "Emergency USA" to the Office for Global Sharing of Resources; Wider Church Ministries; 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115. 


The St. James Connector	November 2006


	Editor:  Jeffrey Dean


St. James United Church of Christ	Email: - � HYPERLINK mailto:stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com ��stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com�


76 Main Street, Hamburg, NY 14075	(716) 649-6171	Website – www.saintjamesucc.com








FOOD PANTRY





November 5


Peanut butter & meat products





November 12


Canned juice and juice mixes





November 19


Dry milk





November 26


Cake and muffin mixes
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