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A Letter from Bob:

To this wonderful congregation,

Friends, by now you have received a letter from the Church Council informing you that as of July 1st I will be here at St. James half time, and also working for Hy-Tek Sports Software providing technical support.

This is a major change for me and for the congregation, and yet it is a change that I think holds great promise.  I am personally excited about the possibilities this future holds.  

Most of you know of my passion for swimming.  It has been a great avocation of mine, and in many ways has provided a nice balance to the demands and stresses of ministry.

I believe that all of you know my passion for ministry and my love for this congregation.  Ministry is a fundamental part of who I am, and this congregation is the place where I feel called to be engaged in ministry.

I believe that this change provides an opportunity for us to walk into the future together in a way that is healthy for the congregation, for Alva, and for myself.

I envision the following:

1.
We would keep basically the same preaching schedule as we have.

2.
I would continue to oversee building issues/problems.

3.
Alva would take on more committee responsibilities, though I would still work with committees as well.

4.
Alva would take on much of the oversight of the office and more of the hospital calls and weekday pastoral care needs.  I would still be available to make hospital visits, etc. in the evening.

5.
Alva and I would share the pastor’s office on the first floor, and turn her current office into a small meeting room.

I will be working at St. James a couple of mornings a week (normally Tuesday and Thursday), several evenings a week, and of course weekends.

This is a significant change – both for me and for the congregation.  I have asked the Church Council to take a very careful look at this as we go through the process.  I believe that their role is to assess what is in the best interest of the congregation.  That is a vitally important role, and one that I believe they are working very hard at.  They have spent many hours in deliberation over this issue, and their deliberations will continue.  I want to affirm both their letter to the congregation, and the work that they are doing!

Along the way we may have to make adjustments and further changes.  I believe that we all want what is best for this congregation as we seek to build and expand the ministry that we provide in this community.  

As we walk through these days of change and transition there are several things that I hope we will all do:  1) Pray without ceasing, 2) Open ourselves to listen to what God is saying to us (about all things, but particularly about how we can best minister here at St. James), 3) Approach this with hearts filled with love and trust for each other, for that is how we are called to live as part of this wonderful community of faith!

May God Bless each of us - and this wonderful community of faith as we walk together into a future filled with new challenges!

Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is May 14th.  Everyone knows that (or at least better remember that in the next week or so).

Did you also know that the Christian Holiday is called the Festival of the Christian Home?  When a child is baptized, the parents make a commitment to teach their child about the Christian faith and to bring them up in the life of the church.  We make a serious commitment to really include our children as part of the Christian community, and to teach them about our faith.

Christian homes are where our faith is nurtured and shaped, so that it can grow and guide us through the years to come.  A Christian home is one of the responsibilities that we assume as parents, and it is one of the very best gifts that we can give to our children.  

Come and help us celebrate our mothers and the wonderful gifts they give us!  Come and help us celebrate the Christian homes in which our faith is nurtured and shaped!

Scholarship Applications
Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship Fund and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.   

The St. James Scholarship is awarded to members of St. James who are continuing their education past High School. Students are eligible for a maximum of four years.  

The Raymond Riefler scholarship is typically awarded to students in graduate school or their senior year of college.  You must be a member or the child of a member of St. James to be considered.  The applications for these scholarships include a list of guidelines.

Applications for either of these scholarships must be filled out and returned to the church office by June 1st in order to be considered.

Pentecost – June 4th 

Mark your calendars.  We’ll be down at Dunkirk Conference Center for our annual picnic!

Confirmation – June 11th  
This year we have a confirmation class that has four young people, and of course four mentors.  They will be confirmed on Sunday, June 11th.  You won’t want to miss it!

Women’s Bible Study

The Women’s Bible Study will be working on “Letting Old Testament Women Speak to Us.”  We will be studying Miriam, and Rahab.  Come join us on the 1st and 3rd Fridays in May from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.


Workshop, Dinner and Concert 

With Preacher and Jazz Pianist, Bill Carter

Sponsored by Ebenezer U.C.C. and Education Committee of WNY Resource Center  

Tuesday, May 16th - 3:00 p.m.

“Pass the Plate Again, There Isn’t Enough to Go Around”

6:00 p.m.
Dinner

7:00 p.m.
“Faith in a New Key: An Evening of Jazz”

Wednesday, May 17th  - 9:30-11:30 a.m.

“Overcoming Stewardship Laryngitis” 

See the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge for more information.

NOTICE:  SEEKING NEW EDITOR
As my studies continue – both formally and through self-study, I have found that I am unable to continue acting as editor of the Connector.  Beginning with the September Newsletter (which is produced in August), the Connector will be in need of a new editor.  Anyone interested in the position, please contact the Church Office.


- Linda Meyer

Coffee & Juice with Mr. C.
Sunday, May 14th  – after church in the lounge

Join Mr. C as he shares how God is Still Speaking Through Children in the book “The Kids from Brooklyn Heights”, written by Charley Markus.

This is an inspiring collection of fourteen contemporary Christian messages for late elementary and middle school children.  You may purchase the book from Inkwater Press at www.inkwaterpress.com or you can save on shipping charges by purchasing an autographed copy directly from Charley.

Membership Committee Meeting
April 25th
7:30 p.m.

As discussed at the St. James annual meeting in February, the church has a full-scale commitment to increase its membership.  A group has formed to accomplish this and have come up with the following items that can be implemented immediately:

· Enthusiastically greet visitors to our church services (details to be provided during the announcements at the beginning of church);

· Make follow-up contact with visitors; and

· Hold monthly membership Sundays;

· Revive the social group formerly known as the “Saints & Sinners” (listen for an announcement about this at a church service soon).

More plans are in the works and all are welcome to attend our next meeting.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Tuesday Family Night
Our last event until September 12th took place in April.  Hope everyone has a safe and healthy summer season and I look forward to Sept. 12th pizza, and time together eating, laughing and hanging out. 

A special thanks to everyone that helps with this event, whether you bake, set-up, clean up or attend.  We do have a great time.

Peace,

Karen 
Servers Fellowship Group
May 23rd
1:00 p.m.
The women of St. James are encouraged to come to our monthly meeting.  This month we will be having Ladies Tea (see insert on page 1 of this newsletter for details).

Mark your calendars – June 27th will be the Servers Annual Picnic, held at the home of Joanne Roberts.  Details to follow.

For those of you who missed our March meeting, we had a guest speaker – Eleanor Tweedy.  In October 2005 Eleanor went on a 10-day tour of Israel to visit the many places Jesus had traveled.  Thank you Eleanor for a very enjoyable presentation.

And a HUGE thanks to everyone who made the Homemade Soup & Dessert Dinner a success.  Not only was the food wonderful, but also with all the helping hands in preparing for this event and the wonderful fellowship shared we not only fed our bodies but also our hearts!

Sewing Mission Group

May 9th 
9:30 a.m.
The St. James UCC Sewing Mission Group will meet in the Assembly Hall.  Bring your lunch – dessert and the hostess will provide beverages.

We welcome Nancy Banks & Charlotte Wittmeyer to the group!

C.I.A. Undies Sunday
Many thanks to all those who made this wonderful project possible.  It will be like Christmas in April for many people.

There were 3,390 items of underwear and socks collected, sorted and bagged for delivery to six local missions.

Matthew 22:39  “The second most important commandment is like it; you must love your neighbor as yourself.”

God Bless.

SPEAKING MONEY – 

The St. James UCC Financial Forum
The St. James Budget and Finance Committee, together with the church Treasurer, hope to make “SPEAKING MONEY” a regular feature of the St. James Connector.  We will try to keep you informed of important church budget matters, its overall finances, and present a Christian perspective on money matters that may be of interest to you.

This year’s Budget and Finance Committee members are Dave Reichard (Chairperson), Boyd Earl, Rita Los, Donna Ludwig, John Ortner and Donna Schumacher.  If you would like to see a particular topic dealt with in this column, in a discussion group or by an outside speaker, please speak to one of these members.

Is there a special Christian perspective on money and financial matters?  Many investors seem to think so as evidenced by the popularity of so-called “socially responsible” mutual funds.  Within this broad category, there are a growing number of mutual funds that claim to reflect religious values in their investment decisions.  There’s even an Islamic-oriented fund that avoids buying any financial instruments that pay interest.

Morningstar, a company that analyzes and ranks mutual funds, recently reported that “religious” funds compiled an average annual 1-year return of 9.7% through the end of February, versus a 6.5% return for the benchmark S&P 500 stocks.  The point is that it is possible to find investments that reflect your own Christian values and also make money.

If you are interested in learning more about socially responsible investing, two good websites to visit are www.socialfunds.com and www.socialinvest.org.

Of course, at this point we need to make the standard disclaimers professional advisors make.  Whatever investments have been good in the past may not be good in the future.  And there is no guarantee that whatever we say now is what we will say in the future.  But we hope to make “sense and cents”!


-
Bud Jet


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Adieu – From Margaret TC \l1 "
It is with deep fondness for the members of the congregation of St. James that I will bid goodbye on June 18, after almost 36 years as director of music. To the many people who have been a part of the music program during these many years, KUDOS!  It has been a joy to work with each and every one of you!    

 TC \l2 "
My path has crossed with many people in this wonderful community of faith, but I would like to mention two sweet ladies for the incredible length of their music service to the St. James congregation. The first is Norma Monckton, who has been a singer in the alto section of the Chancel Choir during my entire tenure. The second is Ruth Rathman, who retired from the Chancel Choir recently, and still provides me with new hymns, programs, and articles to consider.  What a tribute to their faith!   Bravo! TC \l2 "
  TC \l2 "
There have been myriads of choristers, soloists, instrumentalists, music librarians and volunteer assistants over the years, and there is insufficient space to name every one who served the Lord through music. Some have become legends.  My deepest heartfelt thank you to everyone, past and present, for being such an integral and important part of the music of this church. TC \l2 "
There have been so many things to be thankful for:

· 
The singers in the choir program

· 
The youth and adults who have helped with the Chapel Choir 

· 
The energetic, caring parents who are at rehearsal every week helping where needed, making sure that nothing interferes with choir night 

· 
The committed staff:  Roger, Bob, Alva, Paula, Fran, Diane, Karen, Marti, Cathy, Barbe, Bernice, Carole, Pam, Allison, Nancy, Patty, Joe, Bob, Tom, John and Frank. 

· 
The chair people of the Music Committee, The Council, The Board of Christian Education, the many committees and volunteers of the church

· 
The congregation, for singing all of the wonderful new hymns so well

· 
My caring and supportive family, Steve, Sara and Laura who know that music is my life!  They understand that playing for worship is part of the fabric of my faith.  

Thank you for being such an important part of my musical life.  Continue to sing for joy!  I pray that the Lord will bless you and keep you.  May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace, now and evermore.



My Love to All,



Margaret TC \l2 "

	May 2006

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	1
	2

7:00 Board of CE

7:00 Budget & Finance Committee

No Choir Rehearsals
	3
	4

10:00 Bible Study

7:00 TLC Board
	5

7:00 Women’s Bible Study
	6

9:00 Property

6:30 Worship

	7

9:30 Chancel Warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:00 Chancel Reh.
	8

7:00 Church Council
	9

9:30 Sewing Mission

No Choir Rehearsals
	10

Dunkirk WAY Deadline
	11

No Bible Study
	12
	13

6:30 Worship

	14 

9:30 Chancel Warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:00 Chancel Reh.

11:15 Youth Group

6th -12th grade Meeting

11:05 Coffee & Juice with Mr. C.- Lounge
	15

Newsletter Deadline
	16

No Choir Rehearsals
	17
	18

10:00 Bible Study
	19

7:00 Women’s Bible Study

                4/19-4/21 

              Dunkirk WAY 
	20

9:00 Property

6:30 Worship

Work Weekend

	21

9:30 Chancel Warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:00 Chancel Reh.
	22
	23

1:00  Servers Tea

No Choir Rehearsals
	24
	25

10:00 Bible Study
	26

               4/26-4/28

    Memorial Day Work
	27

6:30 Worship

Weekend at Dunkirk

	28

9:30 Chancel Warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School


	29 MEMORIAL DAY
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	30

6:30 Youth Board

No Choir Rehearsals
	31
	JUNE 1st – DEADLINE to return St. James UCC and Raymond Riefler Scholarship Applications.

Sunday, June 4 – Pentecost and Dunkirk Day

Sunday, June 4 – No Choir

Chancel Choir is singing June 11 and June 18.   No Rehearsal June 18


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Christian Education Staff Appreciation Luncheon and Program
Sunday, April 30th following worship 

(Assembly Hall)

Place settings are provided for this event and all ages are invited to attend!

MENU:
Cold Cut & Meatball sandwiches

Tossed salad

A variety of dishes provided by members of the congregation planning on attending

Desserts:
Provided by The Church Council and church members

Beverages

If you are a member of the CE staff you should have received an email invite or a regular mail invitation to attend this event in your honor.  If we somehow missed you, please let the CE office know so we can correct our records.  And be sure to set the date aside and attend! Please remember to RSVP by contacting the church office.

This is the day set aside to honor our Christian Education Staff.  Everyone is welcome to attend this special occasion.   The Youth Choir will be providing the entertainment - songs from “The Phantom of the Opera”.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and space to indicate what you would like to bring.  The Board of Christian Education will be providing the Main course and tossed salad and the Church Council will be responsible for the desserts, as they have traditionally done.  

If you are interested in helping to honor those involved with our CE program please check the would like to help column on the sign-up sheet.  We can always use a hand setting-up, cleaning-up, putting the food out or making coffee, drinks or rolling meat for platters.  It’s a nice way to get involved and thank the people who have volunteered their time and talent to nurture our children and help guide them on their lifelong faith journey.  


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Youth News

Spring Fling – 

Theme Basket Social and Spaghetti Dinner 

Thank you to all our supporters!  We had a great time and the event was a great success.  A special thank you to Cher Kramer and Pam Wilson for co chairing this event.  We had a lot of help and it made the workload fun and easier.  Over a thousand dollars was raised to help support the St. James Youth Program.  Thank you to the following people, groups and business supporters for helping to make this event a success; St. James Youth Bd., St. James Bd. of CE, St. James Church Council, St. James Sewing Mission Group, St. James Choir, St. James Helping Hands Group, Alva Looze, Joanne Roberts, Dana Kramer, Deb Lickfield, Elly Foit, Lindstrom Family, Ila Spute, Kuhns & Wilson Family, Joyce Malaney, Whitworth Family, Nelson Family, Bimber Family, Earl Family, Sikau Family, Heather Lindstrom, Donna & Bill Schumacher, Nick Reinagel (Management Systems) & Karen Reinagel, Sue Martinez, Los Schumacher Family, Cher Kramer Family, Carole Conlon & Roy Priestley, Charlotte Lujan, Kim Gilgallon, Jensen Family, Karn Family, Barb & Dan Newcomb, Buzz & Emily Rust, Nancy & Charlotte Weimer, TLC Daycare, Village Kids Consignment Shop, Fisher Price, McDonald’s, Massage Works, Buffalo St. Grill, Tresses Salon, Kim & Jeff Waryk (ZJ’s Restaurant), Romanello’s, Domino’s, Elizabeth’s, Curves, Village Merry Go Round Consignment Shop, Now Pizzeria, Fowlers Chocolates,  Coyote Café, JB’s Salon, Magpie Gifts, Village Clay, Carter’s Florist, Clydes Feed, J.P. Fitzgeralds and Pegasus Restaurant.  Please remember to support our sponsors for this event.  If anyone was left out we apologize and thank you for your contribution. 

The Youth Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 30th at 6:30 p.m. in the Resource Room. 

The 6th - 12th grade Youth Group will meet on Sunday, May 14th at 11:15 a.m. in the Middle High Room.  Plan on bringing some ideas for an end of the school year event.

Dunkirk Work Weekend
The WAY (Western Area Youth) Work Weekend is scheduled for May 19th - 21st.  If you are interested in attending and helping get the camp spruced up for the beginning of the season speak to Karen and she will get more information for you. Cost for this event is $20.00 for each youth and $10.00 for Advisors.  Forms are available outside the CE office.  Deadline to register is May 10th.

Dunkirk Conference Center - Summer Camping - Theme for 2006 “Peace Talks”

It’s not to late to register for camp at the Dunkirk Conference Center.  Get a registration form at the CE bulletin board area or outside the CE office on the 2nd floor, fill it out, hand in your registration form and deposit to Karen Reinagel and we will do the rest.

Remember, we offer a 1/3 scholarship for St. James members based on the Super Early Bird Rate.  Children entering 2nd grade in the fall of 2006 are eligible to register as first time campers.  Camps are offered for children and youth through post high, a women’s weekend, family camps, and an adult music camp.  If you have questions, stop in or call the church office.

This year Dunkirk is offering a new scholarship - Trustee Scholarships for Family Camps Available for First Time Families attending Family Camp. Dunkirk has had a rich history of service to UCC Churches and still provides great family camp opportunities for families of all ages, shapes and sizes.  A Trustee Scholarship has been established to help make this an extremely affordable vacation for a family coming to Dunkirk for the first time.  Dunkirk will match any church scholarship up to 25% of the fees!  Here’s an example of how the scholarship could impact a family’s cost:

2 adults 

(parents, grandparents, guardians) @
$280
$560



1 youth (12 - 18) @ $266

$266



1 child (7 - 11) @ $242

$242





TOTAL        $1,068

Dunkirk Trustee Scholarship @ 25% 
- $267

Church Camp Scholarship @ 25% 
- $267

The cost to the family is now only $534
2006 Summer Schedule - 

Family Camp 1 July 9-15

       Dir: Rev. David & Beth Long-Higgins

Family Camp 2 July 23-29  

Dir: Rev. Gary Burdick and Family

Family Camp 3 July 30-Aug.5

Dir: Revs. Carlan Helgeson & Joanne Lance

Other camps offered by Dunkirk:

WAY Work Weekend, May 19th - 21st (see article on this page)

Memorial Day Work Weekend, May 26th - 28th 

Women’s Weekend, June 2nd - 4th 

Sr. High Camp, June 25th - July 1st – registration deadline is June 23rd 

Pilgrim Mini Camp, June 25th - 28th, Grades 2nd - 4th
Junior High, July 2nd - 8th , Grades 7th-9th – registration deadline is June 23rd 

Explorers, July 2nd - 8th, Grades 3rd - 5th 

Pioneers, August 6th - 12th, Grades 5th – 7th – registration deadline is July 28th 

August 27 - Music Festival

Sept 15th - 17th - Adult Music Camp

October 6th - 8th - Fall Work Weekend 

Dunkirk Day/ Church Worship and Picnic

Our Theme is “Walk With Me”

Sunday, June 4th 

Mark your calendars and plan on attending our annual church picnic and worship service at the conference center grounds.  The service begins at 11:00am with the picnic immediately following.  We are once again teaming up with First Congregational UCC from Angola to celebrate and worship together in song, prayer and praise of our Lord!  Please join us as we complete our church school program and begin our summer schedule.  Check next month’s newsletter for last minute details and be sure to sign-up on the bulletin to attend.  Directions will be available near the church office and near the bulletin board. 

Summer Church School & Childcare for 

Children Infant -Grade 5

Beginning Sunday, June 11th until Sunday, September 3rd we will be holding our Summer Church School Program.  We are striving to bring a quality program to the children that enter our doors during the summer months.  We are inviting church members to help provide the best program we can offer.  If you are someone that enjoys spending time with children please consider donating a Sunday or two to our Summer Church School program.  Contact Karen Reinagel, Director of Christian Education for more information on ways you can help.  Karen can be reached at the office most afternoons at 649-6171 or at home 648-1092 or by email karen@saintjamesucc.com or sign-up on the bulletin board and someone will call you.  People are needed to serve as leaders in the program, assistants, craft people, childcare workers as well as room organizers, administrative workers, subs for classes, people to serve refreshments, as well as donate items such as juice, ice tea, lemonade, cookies, and other snacks.  

Often during the summer months people seem to take a break from attending church on a regular basis.  I don’t know why.....we are still here and what better time to take a moment out of your schedule to attend a service and thank the Lord for all the sunshine we are enjoying.  

Volunteering to be a part of this program is also a nice way to get to know the children in our congregation.  We have some really neat kids and they sure are easy to love.  Spending time with them sure can put a smile on your face! If you are worried that you don’t have any ideas don’t be; Karen has plenty of supplies to get you started. 



Paula Pfister Spring Dessert Auction

A total of $249.50 was raised for the Paula Pfister Scholarship Fund on Palm Sunday.  Jim Stuhr was the high bidder on an Apple Pie baked by Dave Bimber. There were 31 items donated and I heard people mention they can’t wait for our fall auction to try and win some tasty items for Thanksgiving.  Thank you to everyone that donated and to everyone that bid and to the winners.  The monies raised help the scholarship fund and help to keep the memory of Paula Pfister alive.  Paula was CE Director at St. James during the 80's.  A special thanks to those of you who round up your winning bid and donate even more to the cause.  

Just a reminder - to return your Paula Pfister Scholarship application by June 1st. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Christian Education Staff Reviews and

Help Wanted Season
It is the time of year when the Board of Christian Education is calling our CE staff and asking if they would like to return in the fall and teach, sub, assist, work in childcare, be an office assistant or whatever else they might like to volunteer for.  So be on the look out for Board of CE members who are looking for you - to talk to you and get your valuable input about our CE program at St. James.  If you haven’t taught before or worked within our CE program this is a good time to consider joining us and helping to work with wonderful families, great children and no pay!  

Interested - talk to a Board of CE member or Karen Reinagel.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1VBS - Evening Vacation Bible School for the Whole Family 

Monday, August 7th - Thursday, August 10th 

At St. Matthews UCC on McKinley Parkway

St. Matthews, St. James & Hamburg Pres. are gearing up for VBS!  We are excited about a new type of VBS an EVENING VBS - Family Evening Vacation Bible School!

Theme Verse: John 3: 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

WORSHIP!

The evening will start with worship as an entire group, with a leader from each church leading one evening and music provided by all the talent we are blessed with in our congregations!  Each day will have an additional verse and we would like to put together a songbook of fun favorites, some from past VBS programs - perhaps.

CLASSES!

We would then like to break up into age groups for class time for approximately 45 minutes.  Our younger kids will enjoy a story and craft in keeping with the spirit of VBS based on Gospel Lights Son Island VBS curriculum.

Adult Series - Pastor Andy Armstrong will lead

20 - 30 Group - Video resource currently being reviewed 

High School Youth - Looking for 3 nights of programming!  Sports, fellowship, good movie, community mission work?

3rd, 4th & 5th Grades - Traditional VBS offering

1st & 2nd Grades - Traditional VBS offering

4 Year olds - Kindergarten - Traditional VBS offering

MISSION!

In keeping with our theme verse John 3:16, we would then like to highlight each of our three special church mission projects:

As the classes break up we would like to gather in the fellowship hall enjoy a snack and offer each church a “Meet the Missionaries Night” - a time where their special unique church missionaries could share something unique; a game, music, culture, in regards to the people they are serving.  We would also like each mission to come with a need; books, sports equipment, school supplies, toiletries.  We will ask parents to donate to these on our closing night.

CLOSING WORSHIP!  

We will gather together to close out the evening!

THURSDAY EVENING CORN ROAST

During our closing night we will gather for worship, share some memories and enjoy fellowship together.  There will be an area where families can donate to the mission projects and we will have games, maybe a pony ride, maybe our teens can have a softball game?  Lots of great ideas!

Names are needed of people who would like to teach and do crafts for a particular age group for our 45-minute class segments.

Kitchen Help is also needed!

This event is still in the planning stages, but above was a sample of what is being planned so far.

Interested in working on VBS - please sign-up on the bulletin board or talk to Karen Reinagel.  More information to come in next month’s summer edition of the Connector. 

Food Pantry Items for May

May 7th
Canned Vegetables

May 14th
Instant Potatoes

May 21st
Noodles & Macaroni

May 28th
Paper Products

Deaths

Mabel K. Deichman

Born:
May 27, 1911

Died:
April 2, 2006

Service:
April 6, 2006

Thank You!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1March 20, 2006

Dear Friends:

Thank you for remembering the hungry and homeless with your kind donation of $435.55 through your recent event (Souper Bowl of Caring).

We are grateful that you’ve chosen Friends of the Night People to be the recipient of such thoughtfulness.  Your donation will help us continue to provide supportive services and essential programs to this area’s less fortunate.

Again thanks so much.

Sincerely,

Darren M. Strickland

Executive Director Friends of the Night People 

--------------------------------------------------------------

Thank You

Rev. Matlack sorry I didn’t see you in person.  St. James Church was so good to me. Thank you Rev. Matlack, Karen, Nancy and members of the church for being so kind to me.  I will stay in touch and tell you how I am doing.

Yours truly,

Jeff Jones

--------------------------------------------------------------


I would like to thank Karen Reinagel, Donna & Bill Schumacher, Cher Kramer, Pam Wilson, Rita Los and anyone else that have worked with the youth this year for all their hard work.  They have done a wonderful job and we should be thankful for them.  I particularly want to praise the spaghetti dinner and theme basket social.  The sauce and meatballs were some of the best I have eaten and the theme baskets were beautiful.  I look forward to more sauce and meatballs...I hope you have some frozen somewhere.

Thanks again, 

Charlotte Lujan

-----------------------------------------------------

A special thank you to Karyn, Beth & Jenny Bimber, Eric & Philip Reinagel, Jenny Mumm, Margaret Stuhr, Kim Waryk, Barb Castillo & Melissa Sandoval and anyone else who helped with childcare, enrichment time or the Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday.  Thanks for stepping up and being around, you truly are special people to give of your time and energy on a holiday. 

Thanks,

Karen 

-----------------------------------------------------------

The Lake Shore Association of Christian Churches and Operation Good Neighbor thank you for your generosity.


“For I was hungry and you gave me food”



Matthew 25:35


“Truly I tell you, just as you did it for the least of these, you did it for me.”



Matthew 25:40

-----------------------------------------------------------

Rev. Matlack,

Thank you for all your support to All Saints Food Pantry, most recently the Boy Scouts Troup #525.  Your help is much appreciated.

Thank you,

Doris Perl

This is for all the mothers who froze their buns off on metal bleacher at football games Friday night instead of watching from cars, so that when their kids asked, “Did you see me?” they could say, “Of course, I wouldn’t have missed it for the world,” and mean it.

This is for all the mothers who have sat up all night with sick toddlers in their arms, wiping up barf laced with Oscar Mayer wieners and cherry Kool-Aid saying, “It’s ok honey, Mommy’s here.”

This is for all the mothers of Kosovo who fled in the night and can’t find their children.  This is for the mothers who gave birth to babies they’ll never see; and the mothers who took those babies and gave them homes.  

For all the mothers of the victims of the Colorado shooting, and the mothers of the murderers.  For the mothers of the survivors and the mothers who sat in front of their TVs in horror, hugging their child who just came home from school safely.  For all the mothers who run carpools and make cookies and sew Halloween costumes; and all the mothers who DON’T.

What makes a good Mother anyway?  Is it patience?  Compassion?  Broad Hips?  The ability to nurse a baby, cook dinner and sew a button on a shirt, all at the same time?  Or is it heart?  Is it the ache you feel when you watch your son or daughter disappear down the street, walking to school alone for the very first time?  The jolt that takes you from sleep to dread, from bed to crib at 2:00 a.m. to put your hand on the back of a sleeping baby?  The need to flee from wherever you are and hug your child when you hear news of a school shooting, a fire, a car accident, a baby dying?

So this is for all the mothers who sat down with their children and explained all about making babies; and for all the mothers who wanted to but just couldn’t.  This is for reading “Goodnight Moon” twice a night for a year; and then reading it again, “Just one more time.”

This is for all the mothers who yell at their kids in the grocery store and swat them in despair and stomp their feet like a tired 2-year old who wants ice cream before dinner.

This is for all the mothers who taught their children to tie their shoelaces before they started school; and for all the mothers who opted for Velcro instead.

For all the mothers who bite their lips sometimes until they bleed when their 14 year olds dye their hair green.  Who lock themselves in the bathroom when babies keep crying and won’t stop.  This is for all the mothers who show up at work with spit-up in their hair and milk stains on their blouses and diapers in their purse.

This is for all the mothers who teach their sons to cook and their daughters to sink a jump shot.  This is for all mothers whose heads turn automatically when a little voice calls “Mom?” in a crowd, even though they know their own offspring are at home.

This is for all the mothers who put pinwheels and teddy bears on their children’s graves.  This is for mothers whose children have gone astray, who can’t find the words to reach them.  This is for all the mothers who sent their sons to school with stomach aches, assuring them they’d be just FINE once they got there, only to get calls from the school nurse an hour later asking them to please pick them up, right away.

This is for young mothers stumbling through diaper changes and sleep deprivations; and for mature mothers learning to let go.  For working mothers and stay-at-home mothers.  Single mothers and married mothers.  Mothers with money, mothers without.

This is for you all.  So hang in there.  Please pass along to all the moms in your life.  “Home is what catches you when you fall – and we all fall.”

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL OF YOU

· submitted by Ruth Rathman

Making Decisions

William McKinley, the 25th U.S. President, once had to choose between two equally qualified men for a key job.  He puzzled over the choice until he remembered a long-ago incident.

On a rainy night, McKinley had boarded a crowded streetcar.  One of the men he was now considering had also been aboard, though he didn’t see McKinley.  Then an old woman carrying a basket of laundry struggled into the car, looking in vain for a seat.  The job candidate pretended not to see her and kept his seat.  McKinley gave up his seat to help her.

Remembering the episode, which he called “this little omission of kindness,” McKinley decided against the man on the streetcar.  Our decisions-even the small, fleeting ones-tell a lot about us.

Adapted from Presidential Anecdotes
Paul F. Boller, Jr.

Penguin Books
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Ladies:  Mark Your Calendars!


Servers Ladies Tea


May 23rd 1:00 p.m.





All ladies are invited and encouraged to bring a friend.  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  





Rev. Debbie Baxter will be speaking on her Sabbatical to the Lakota Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota.





An offering will be taken up to be sent to the Lakota’s.








Character Council of Hamburg, Inc.





May – Discretion





Discretion is having the freedom and power to behave with thoughtful and sound judgment.  Think carefully before acting appropriately.  











New York School of Ministry (NYSOM)


The Christian Studies Program


This program is designed for two types of student: 1) the inquisitive person who wants to deepen her/his understanding of the Christian faith through study that goes well beyond what may be reasonably expected in a local church adult education program, and 2) the person who is wrestling with a sense of call to ministry, and wishes to begin a study program without making the full commitment toward a specific type of recognized ministry.   This program, designed to be completed in three years, must be completed in five years.


For further information visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.uccny.org/ministries" ��www.uccny.org/ministries� or if you wish, Linda Meyer would be more than happy to share her experience with the program.











Rummage Sale Update





Our annual rummage sale was a huge success – we raised over 1,500.00!





Many thanks to all who helped out – especially all who helped with the clean up and removal of the leftover items.


					Patty Jensen
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