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	Come to the Chili Luncheon & Meet the Reps!
Sunday, January 15th
Come One, Come All!  The youth are sponsoring a chili luncheon in conjunction with “Meet the Reps.!”  Come have lunch (if you choose) and meet your Church Council, Board of Christian Education, Youth Board and Committee members     after church in the Assembly Hall.  A table for each group will be set up and you will have the opportunity to talk with members of the Church Council and also members of the various boards and committees that play an active role in our congregation’s life and to find out what it’s all about!  Tickets for the chili luncheon will be available during the 2nd week of January.  

2006 Confirmation Class
Sunday, January 22nd
Our 2006 Confirmation Class will begin with a meeting for all confirmands, mentors, and parents of confirmands immediately following our worship service.

Once again, each confirmand will have a mentor who they will meet with on a weekly basis to discuss issues of faith.  Ninth graders and other interested students should contact the Church Office or Reverend Matlack to indicate their interest in taking part in this year’s class.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 12, 2006
The Annual Meeting of St. James United Church of Christ will be held in the Assembly Hall immediately following our morning worship service.  We expect the meeting to conclude by 12:15 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Childcare will be provided during the meeting.

We need YOUR presence!  Some people always try to avoid business meetings, but this meeting of our congregation is a time to set policy and direction for the coming year; it is a time for YOU to be heard.  At this meeting we will hear more about our Capital Fund Campaign and follow up on our “Church Chat” – Long Range Planning efforts.

Please mark this date on your calendar and plan on attending.




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Peter Marlis

July 5, 1913 —

November 17, 2005

A wonderful man left this world on Thursday morning the 17th of November, Peter Marlis, my father and the dearly beloved husband of Audrey Marlis.  

Peter was the brightest light of my life, and he and Audrey had a profound love they shared every day of their marriage.  That love and my father's philosophical musings have been a great source of inspiration for me.  

Peter was a longtime and active member of St. James United Church of Christ.  He loved going to church and was intellectually and spiritually stirred by the sermons of his minister, Bob Matlack.  I'm sure Peter will be remembered by many members of the congregation.

Peter was born in Vienna, Austria in 1913 to a family of highly respected scientists. He attended the Consular Academy, a noted Viennese high school.  Unfortunately, World War II disrupted his life at a young age, and Peter left Austria for England where he met my mother, Ursula, who passed away in 1962.  Peter and Audrey, my dear stepmother, have lived on Combs Drive in Hamburg, New York since 1967.

Peter had many favorite verities that he shared with me over the years.  Here is one of his them, a quote by the German poet Rainer Maria Rilke: "Whatever you expect, it's something else."  Don't be deceived by the seeming simplicity of the poet's words; there is great truth and guidance there.  My father was many things in his time, a photography technician, an accountant, an insurance and mutual fund salesman, but most of all he was a happy philosopher.  He never tired of asking the big questions about the nature of life, reality, and God.  

Peter was a late bloomer. He felt that he came into his own when he was in his mid-sixties.  But what a bloom he was!  To know Peter was to love Peter, and to love life.


He is remembered with big love by his wife and sweetheart Audrey, his daughter Stefanie Marlis, and his "special daughter" and friend Dr. Mary Bennett.


Stefanie Marlis


November 21, 2005


Patagonia, Arizona 
Golden Hat

The insects are living their short summer lives 

as castenets, tamborines. We see it coming, the thing

we know is certain. At a crosswalk, the dream—

unsteady hand holding the rim of a golden hat. 

Florid clouds tipped toward the ocean, 

Johnny Appleseed clouds, a friend calls down 

from an upstairs window, a light coming on in her mouth as if a match were struck. 

Peter, there's a people who believe you go on 

until the very last one who's heard about you is gone. 

for Peter Marlis

The poem was published by Stefanie Marlis in rife, Sarabande Books, 1998.

“The Kids from Brooklyn Heights”

Written by Charley Markus

Congratulations to Charley on his newly published contemporary Christian book, “The Kids from Brooklyn Heights.”

This is an inspiring collection of fourteen contemporary Christian messages for late elementary and middle school children.  You may purchase the book from Inkwater Press at www.inkwaterpress.com or you can save on shipping charges by purchasing an autographed copy directly from Charley.

Coffee & Juice with Mr. C.
Date to be announced
Charley will be back from Florida sometime in May and will be sharing an opportunity to hear “God is Still Speaking” through children.  Look for the date and time in our March or April Connector.
St. James’ Committees Need YOU!
Beginning mid-January, sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge for anyone interested in serving on one of the many church committees available.  This is your opportunity to make a real difference in our church family (as well as to meet and work with some really nice people!)

“GOD IS STILL SPEAKING”

St. James U.C.C.

“No matter who you are, where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here”.

The “Comma Team” is busy welcoming everyone.  If you see someone new, extend a welcoming hand and show him or her around our church.

While showing a visitor around our church, make sure to give him or her one of our new “God is Still Speaking” pens, which includes our church address, telephone number, and worship service times, along with a welcome to come back!

Women’s Sewing Mission

Tuesday, January 10th and

Tuesday, February 14th   

 The St. James Women’s Sewing Mission will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Assembly Hall.  

Bring your lunch and join us for some morning conversation and rewarding work making nursing home lap throws and chux pads  (Remember:  No sewing experience needed!).  

Laura Zittel will provide dessert in January and Jennie Altes will provide the dessert in February.

All are welcome!

Prayer Shawls

Our ladies have been busy knitting or crocheting prayer shawls for those persons who find them a comfort.  If you have a special person that you would like a prayer shawl made let Alva or Joann know.  If you don’t knit or crochet perhaps you would like to donate yarn. Check with one of the ladies to see what type of yarn is used. 


Servers Fellowship Group
January 24 – Horton Lounge

February 28th – Meeting at ZJ’s Restaurant
The next meeting of the Servers Fellowship Group will be held at 1:00 p.m. in the Horton Lounge.  At that time we will have the installation of the following 2006 Officers:


President
Joann Roberts


Vice President
Myra Ferguson


Secretary
Kitty Sandoval


Treasurer
Norma Monckton


Sunshine
Myra Ferguson


Chaplain
Alva Looze

In February we will be meeting at ZJ’s Restaurant.  All women of St. James are encouraged to come.

Annual Rummage Sale
Thursday, March 23rd – Setup & Pricing

Friday, March 24th – 


Preview Night – 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - $1.00 donation

Saturday, March 25th – Rummage Sale


9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 26th – Bag Sale after Church
Mark the above dates on your calendar and let the cleaning begin!  Sign-up sheets will be on posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge in February.

We will be accepting your usable treasurers beginning Saturday, March 18th through Thursday, March 23rd.

Anyone interested in helping should sign-up on the bulletin board or talk to Patty Jensen (649-6171).  Workers are needed, as well as people to bake for the bake sale, which is held at the same time as the Rummage Sale.

Many hands make light work!


Thank Yous . . .

Thank you to Clyde Collins for keeping our walks and stairs shoveled.

Thank you to the Helping Hands for cleaning the nooks and crannies throughout the Church

Thank you to Bea Young, Linda Meyer, Patty Jensen, and Clyde Collins for arranging the poinsettias and all those who delivered plants to our sick and shut-ins.

Thank you to those who helped decorate the church for our Holy Days.  A special thanks to Barb and Dan Newcomb for providing the fresh greens for the doors.  The Newcomb’s have also provided the tree in the sanctuary that Ruth Rathman purchases each year in memory of her husband; Ruth and her friend did a wonderful job decorating the tree.




Registry

Baptisms
Andrew Christopher Zielinski

Born:
July 24, 2005

Baptized:
November 20, 2005

Parents:
Brian & Wendy

Nora Ellison Weber

Born:
October 8, 2005

Baptized:
December 10, 2005

Parents:
Greg & Krista

Food Pantry

Jan. 1st 
Canned Juice & Juice Mixes

Jan. 8th 
Dry Milk

Jan. 15th 
Cake & Muffin Mixes

Jan. 22nd 
Canned Vegetables

Jan. 29th 
Instant Potatoes

Feb. 5th
Noodles & Macaroni

Feb. 12th
Paper Products

Feb. 19th
Jello & Pudding Mixes

Feb. 26th
Bisquick & Bread Mixes


	January 2006

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	1     

10:00 Worship

Dan Jackson, pianist

No church school

Childcare room open if parents need to use it.

No choir rehearsal


	2
	3

7:00 Board of CE

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	4
	5

10:00 Bible Study
	6
	7

9:00 Property

6:30 Worship

	8

9:30 Chancel warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:00 Theme Basket Social Planning Meeting

11:15 Chancel Reh.


	9

8:30 Helping Hands

7:00 Church Council
	10

9:30 Sewing Mission

6:30 Tues.Family Night

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	11

7:30 Southtowns Cluster
	12

10:00 Bible Study
	13
	14

6:30 Worship

	15   

9:30 Chancel warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:15 Chancel Reh.

11:10 Chili Lunch and

          “Meet the Reps”


	16
	17

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	18
	19

10:00 Bible Study
	20
	21

9:00 Property

6:30 Worship

	22  

9:30 Youth warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:00 Meeting for Confirmands, Mentors,

 and  Parents 

11:15 Chancel Reh.


	23

8:30 Helping Hands
	24

1:00 Servers - Lounge

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	25
	26

No Bible Study
	27
	28

6:30 Worship

	29

9:30 Chapel warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:15 Chancel Reh.


	30
	31

6:30 Youth Board

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	
	January is “Cataract Awareness” and “Glaucoma Awareness” Month!

See pg. 7 for more information
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	February 2006

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	FEBRUARY IS “AMERICAN HEART MONTH”
See pg. 7 for more information!
	
	1

“WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH” DAY!

See pg. 7 for more information
	2

No Bible Study

7:00 TLC Board
	3
	4

9:00 a.m. Property

6:30 p.m. Worship

	5

9:30 Chancel warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

Souper Bowl of Caring

11:15 Chancel Reh.


	6

8:30 Helping Hands
	7

7:00 Board of CE

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	8
	9

10:00 a.m. Bible Study
	10
	11

6:30 p.m. Worship

Theme Basket Social

	12

9:30 Chancel warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:00 Annual Meeting
11:15 Chancel Reh.


	13

7:00 Church Council
	14

9:00 Sewing Mission

6:30 Family Night

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	15

Newsletter Deadline


	16

10:00 a.m. Bible Study
	17
	18

9:00 a.m. Property

6:30 p.m. Worship

	19

9:30 Youth warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:15 Chancel Reh.


	20

8:30 Helping Hands
	21

No Choir Rehearsals
	22
	23

10:00 a.m. Bible Study
	24
	25

6:30 p.m. Worship

	26

9:30 Chapel warm up

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:15 Chancel Reh.


	27
	28

1:00 Servers – at ZJ’s

6:30 Youth Board

7:00 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	MARCH 1st 

ASH WEDNESDAY
Chancel Choir Sings
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Notes from the Music Room

Thank you to all of the choir members who provided all of the music during the Advent and Christmas Season.  Kudos to all of you.

The Youth Choir has started working on our spring program.  We will be presenting a medley from “The Phantom of the Opera” on Teacher Recognition Sunday.

The Chapel Choir is learning “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand” and “Kum Ba Yah”.  They will sing with the Youth Choir on Palm Sunday, April 9, so we will be starting to work on that music soon.

In the cold winter, the choir room is a wonderful, warm refuge for everyone, from young to mature.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Hurricane Committee Update 

Our family has arrived.  Jeff Jones and his grandson Damian are living in the Youth House and seem to be settling in very nicely.  Jeff, Damian and Jeff’s nephew joined us for part of the Advent Workshop.  They had a nice time and Jeff loved all the leftovers that were given to him to take back to the house. He said he felt so welcomed by everyone.  

I am still in need of someone to hook up the washer and someone to run a gas line for the dryer.  If you know of anyone willing to donate his or her time please talk to Karen.  I also need some help moving two bookcases to the attic or the 2nd floor.  The bookcases that need to be moved housed the stereo system and I need a volunteer to unhook the system and set it up again on the top of the mantel in the living room. 

The Youth House is in need of a refrigerator, the one we currently have does not have a freezer and Jeff has no way of storing any of the items that require being frozen.  I will continue to leave the box for donations for Jeff in the back hallway by the Social Concerns Bulletin Board.  

Thank you for all your support, donations and concern regarding our visitors. 
News from the United Church Home Parish Nurse Ministry 

– Rev. amos acree, RN
A couple of the observances during January each year concern eye health.  “Cataract Awareness Month” and “Glaucoma Awareness Month are observed.

Cataracts are the leading cause of blindness in the world.  In the early stages, only a doctor can detect a cataract because there may not be any symptoms.  When you do start to notice changes in vision, they may include:  blurry distance vision, especially outdoors; streaks or rays of light seeming to come from headlights and stop lights; instinctively shading your eyes from the sun or feeling more comfortable wearing a visor; print appearing faded and lacking in contrast; colors appearing faded or changed in hue.  Blue may appear to be green and yellow may look white.  Because these may also be symptoms of other eye conditions, it is important to see your eye doctor annually, or whenever you notice a persistent change in vision.  For more information, one website to check out is www.visionconnection.org.

Glaucoma affects approximately 2 million Americans age 40 and older.  Half of these are unaware that they have this potentially blinding disease because they have no symptoms.  Although glaucoma cannot be cured, if caught early enough, it can be treated to preserve some vision.  For more information online, check out www.preventblindness.org or www.protectvision.org.

February, the month of Valentine’s Day and its many associations with the heart, is also observed as “American Heart Month,” including “Women’s Heart Health Day” on February 1.  It is a myth that heart disease is primarily a male problem.  It is the number one killer of women, more than five times as many women as die from breast cancer.  And WNY has consistently ranked Number 1 in the nation for cardio-vascular disease.  Not a good place to be No. 1!  Much publicity has been out recently about the many healthy risks due to obesity and weight problems, not just in adults but our children as well.  It truly pays to know how to keep your heart healthy.  For more information, contact your local Heart Association Chapter (564-1100) or go online at www.americanheart.org.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Theme Basket Social 

Our annual Theme Basket Social/Auction will be held in February.  We plan on making baskets early, we will be happy to take any donations of baskets or items for baskets anytime between now and the beginning of February.  We are also looking for some willing hands to help plan this event and to get together and help make up baskets.  If you are interested, please contact Karen Reinagel.  We will be having a short planning meeting Sunday, January 8th following worship in the Resource Room.  Please consider joining us as we work together to plan this fun event.  Workers are needed to donate pies, and layer cakes, donate Theme Baskets, or items for baskets, bake sale items, volunteer to help in the kitchen or to be runners, also people are needed to take admission visa to sell to others.  We need a lot of help to make this event a success! 

Children & Youth Offer Envelopes

Rev. Matlack will once again be sharing a special children’s sermon on the importance of church offerings sometime during the month of January.  He will have boxes of offering envelopes available for the children if they would like to take some home.  In addition, boxes of children’s and youth offering envelopes will be on the tables at the rear of the sanctuary.  Having your child put an offering in an envelope each Sunday is a wonderful way to involve them in the weekly ritual of making an offering.  There is no pledge for these envelopes and there are no individual records kept.  The envelopes are provided for those who wish to use them.  All money placed in the envelopes goes toward church school expenses.  

New York State Youth Event 

Will be held in March at The Watson Homestead in Painted Post, NY.  More details will be available as I receive information.  Please be on the lookout for details regarding registration, dates, etc. This event is for youth in 9th - 12th grade.


Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday 

February 5th is the day of the Super Bowl or at St. James the SOUPER BOWL.

Help the children of the church school program as they help to battle hunger with thousands of others.   Every dollar you drop in a soup pot will help people in need feel the power of God’s Love.  This program began 16 years ago on Super Bowl Sunday when a group of inspired young people decided they wanted to do something to help fight hunger.  They created the SOUPER BOWL DAY OF CARING.  Since going nationwide in 1993, more than $24 million has been raised for people in need.

Dunkirk Camping Information 

As of the newsletter deadline I had not received any information for Dunkirk 2006 Camping Schedule.  The SUPER EARLY BIRD DEADLINE IS ALWAYS MARCH 15TH (and in order to get the checks and information to Dunkirk on time the St. James deadline is Sunday, March 5th).  So keep that in mind and when the information does arrive I will have a display set up on the CE bulletin bd./table and forms will also be available outside the CE office in the bin near the door. 

Christian Education News

The Board of CE is pleased to announce that the church school program at St. James is now using the new curriculum “Walk With Me” - stop in and visit a class and see what the children are up to.  We are excited about this new curriculum and we hope your children enjoy it as well.

Christmas Pageant Thank You

The pageant is a big undertaking and many people contribute to putting the finished project together.  When people tell me what a great job I’ve done with the pageant I often wonder if they realize how many people volunteer to help with the pageant.  All of the following people helped by doing multiple jobs such as fitting costumes, helping with the dress rehearsal, helping with the party following the rehearsal, helping on the day of the pageant, video taping, putting costumes away, putting tables and risers up and down, moving the altar and moving it back again both for rehearsal and the day of the pageant.  I hope I didn’t leave anyone out but if I did please let me know so I can personally thank you; Robin Lindstrom, Gay Nelson, Margaret Stuhr, Nancy Redeye, Elizabeth Srutowski, Patty Jensen, Jennifer & Peter Reinagel, Nick Reinagel, Philip Reinagel, Dave & Jenny Mumm, 

Along with this dedicated group of volunteers are the 30 some children that were willing to take the time to help tell the story of the birth of the Christ Child.  Thank you to Nancy Weimer for all of her hard work regarding the pageant, Bob Matlack for all of his assistance in regards to the pageant and Margaret Bukkosy and the choir for their beautiful music.  A special thank you to Dan Newcomb for serving once again as pageant narrator.

Tuesday Family Nights 

Jan. 10th and Tuesday, February 14th 

6:30 p.m.- 8:30pm.

Just remember to check the bulletin board for sign-up sheet and other information. 

Lenten Meditative Walk

Once again the Lenten Meditative walk will be available during the Lenten Season.  Please be sure to take the time, beginning the first week of Lent, to visit the meditative walk that can be found throughout the church building.  This is the fourth year the walk has been available and I hope people find it inspiring and thought provoking.  There will be a list of stops on the walk at the rear entrance of the building.  If you have any questions please speak to Karen.

Lenten Handouts

Lenten handouts will be available during the Lenten season.  They will be in a basket near the Horton Lounge.  Please help yourself to one of more of the items for you and your loved ones to use and guide you through the Lenten season.

Youth Fund-Raising
Youth Can/Bottle Drive

Please feel free to leave your cans and bottles on the front porch of the Youth House (please place out of the way of the door) or ask a youth on a Sunday morning to empty your car of bottles and cans.

Youth Candy Sale

The youth are selling candy bars for $1.00 each.  They are located in the church office.

Paper Recycling Drive

The youth are continuing their paper recycling drive and the paper retriever bin is located behind the youth house.  Please support their efforts and bring your paper recycling and drop it off in the bin and help us raise money for the youth program at St. James. Remember - NO PLASTIC IN THE BIN, THIS MEANS NO PLASTIC BAGS TOO!
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Robert Matlack


	Pastor 





Alva Looze


	Associate Pastor





Karen Reinagel


	Director of Christian Education





Margaret Bukkosy


	Director of Music
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Lent Begins on 


ASH WEDNESDAY March 1st





EASTER SUNDAY


April 16th
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OFFERING ENVELOPES





Please pick up your offering envelopes by January 1st.  If you would like envelopes, please call Barbe Reuter at 649-0230 or the Church Office at 649-6171





CONTRIBUTOR’S REPORT





Please pick up your contributor’s report, which will be available in the beginning of January.





Thank You – Barbe Reuter





We anticipate that the 2005 Annual Reports will be available the weekend of February 4th& 5th in the rear of the sanctuary and the table just outside the church office.





This will give you the opportunity to look over the reports, including the proposed 2006 church budget, before the Annual Meeting the next Sunday, February 12 following worship in the Assembly Hall.

















Hope You Have a Happy and Blessed New Year!








Character Council of Hamburg, Inc.





January ’06 – Punctuality


Punctuality is having a strict observance of arriving exactly at the appointed period.





Demonstrate esteem for others by being on time!








February “06 – Resourcefulness





Resourcefulness is using the means at one’s disposal to meet the demands of a situation effectively.





Strive to be ingenious to maximize ability.   
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