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From the Pastor…

Advent was set aside as a season of anticipation and preparation.  The birth of Christ is such a special miracle, that we need to get ready so that we can really celebrate it!  That’s tough for us.  We know how to do the baking and the decorating and the shopping.  We know how to plan the parties and buy the food – and all of the other things that we do in our society to prepare for Christmas, but most people find it very difficult to spend time in reflection and preparing themselves spiritually to celebrate the wonder of Christ’s birth.  It’s easier when we can feel like we’re doing something, particularly in a season where we feel like there is so much to be done!

Yet Advent isn’t so much about doing, as about our state of being.  It’s a time to really prepare ourselves inside, a time when we need to stop and reflect, to pray and to ask God to really prepare us for the wonder of Christ’s birth. 

This year let’s try to really observe Advent.  Let’s spend some time waiting and preparing, time that really focuses on our spiritual lives and seeks to get us ready to celebrate Christ’s birth in the most meaningful of all ways.  This year, may Advent be a time of really preparing for the wonder of Christmas!

Bob

One of the special ways that we observe Advent is with the lighting of candles on our Advent wreath.  These candles remind us of some of the many gifts God offers to us.  Any individuals or families who would like to help by lighting the Advent Candles on a particular Sunday - or to help light the aisle candles on Christmas Eve, please contact Rev. Matlack.

Christmas Eve

7:30 p.m. Family Candlelight Service - There is something for everyone in this celebration.  It includes many favorite carols, a Christmas Story, and of course, communion.

11:00 p.m.  We will welcome Christmas Day with our traditional Candlelight Communion Service

Christmas Eve is a Sunday this year.  Sunday morning we will observe the fourth and final Sunday in Advent as we get ready for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  Plan on joining us to worship both Sunday morning – and Sunday evening, for that’s really what Christmas is all about!
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Jeannette Is Coming HOME! 

For many years Jeannette Samter has been serving St. James in Lesotho, South Africa. This year Jeannette is returning home for good. We have planned a special presentation and coffee hour for Jeannette on December 10th. Please plan to join us for this special celebration of Jeannette’s “Retirement”!

A special message from Margaret Bukkosy, former Music Director

Dear Members and Friends of St. James,

Steve and I wish to thank all of you for your kind wishes on my retirement.  We are still in the process of getting settled, but the difficult part is behind us.  It was so nice to receive the house-warming cards and personal notes from Karen Reinagel and Alva Looze, which arrived at our new home shortly after we moved to South Carolina.   

There were many memorable moments at St. James during the last two months of my tenure.  

The flowers given to me on Choir Award Sunday were especially heartwarming.  Thank you to Wendy Zielinski for all she did to organize the surprise tribute that day, and for the pictures that she took.  They are cherished.  The large picture frame, with all of your bon mots, is in the den.  I wish all of the children and youth my best!  Working with everyone was a true joy.

The choir luncheon, organized by John and Jill Ortner, was a great deal of fun. It was delightful to be together with such a fun loving, caring, and committed group of marvelous singers.  The question “quiz” was unforgettable.  I especially liked the question about how many pipes there are in the St. James Schlicker organ.

The coffee hour in May, which Nancy Redeye hostessed, gave some others the chance to say Godspeed. The cake with the picture of St. James on it was truly a work of art.   I love the St. James plate, as well as the bracelet and charm which were given to me as mementos for the almost 36 years of service to the church. If anyone has pictures of the event, I would appreciate a copy of them.  Thank you.

We truly love South Carolina, and have become active in our new community.  Steve and I love the water, and there are very few places that have more water than this area.  We are either down at the dock, “shrimping”, crabbing (blue stone, not at each other!), kayaking, boating or otherwise enjoying the ocean, the many rivers, marshes and the beach.  We also appreciate the southern gentility and the high quality arts community that exists here.  Everyone is so welcoming.  It is also nice to be living near my brother and sister.  They are both within 3 miles of our home.

It was somehow fitting that the last person that I saw as I walked out of St. James on my last Sunday was Ruth Rathman.  She was at the back door of the education wing.  She has been an inspiration to me during all of my years at St. James, her hug, and her many gifts have made an indelible imprint on my life.  This is so true of so many of you.  St James is a very special place.

Best wishes, 

Margaret Bukkosy
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Please remember that December 15 is the deadline for the combined JANUARY/FEBRUARY connector. Please remember, if you have events scheduled for FEBRUARY, the deadline for the newsletter is DECEMBER 15.
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>>>>>>>>>Youth News<<<<<<<<<<

Calling All Youth - Snow Angels Needed

Forecast - snow, snow, snow, and more snow!  Sound familiar?  Winter is just around the corner and the village gets more than it’s share of snow.  As winter arrives, comes the inevitable chore of keeping sidewalks and driveways clear of snow and ice.

Last year more than 30 youth in the village signed up to be “Snow Angels” and volunteered to provide assistance to village residents who needed assistance during the winter months.  Our Snow Angel Program was recognized by the National League of Cities as one of the most successful and creative programs from cities and towns across the country.

We want to continue the Snow Angel Program again this year and are looking for volunteers to sign up.  The village tries to match up youth in the same area of the village where the residents have a need.  All arrangements made are between the youth and the resident.

If you are a youth that is interested in participating, please contact me @ 649-6170 (ldetzel@villagehamburg.com) Lynn Detzel or (bnye@villagehamburg.com) Recreation Supervisor Bill Nye

It is this service spirit that enables the village to work toward its vision of being the most desirable community in Western NY.  Where quality of life, affordability and innovation are the norm.

Thank you!
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Board of Christian Education
The December meeting is scheduled for December 5th @ 7pm in the Resource Room.  There will be a short meeting and then we will break to enjoy some Christmas Cookies and refreshments.  Anyone willing to bake or bring a snack please speak to Karen.

WAY Retreat

During the weekend of Nov. 3rd - 5th we had the pleasure of hosting the Western Area Youth fall retreat at St. James.  Everyone had a great time and we hope they will use our facilities sometime in the future.  What a great group of youth!

Youth Holiday Gathering - The “12" Hours of Christmas
[image: image13.wmf]Mark your calendars for Thursday, December 28th for the “12" hours of Christmas.  Beginning by leaving St. James parking lot at 11am and returning to St. James at 11pm.  Plan on traveling to the home of Barb & Dan Newcomb and feasting on Chili and Christmas Cookies and other Christmas delights.  Bring a $10.00 gift exchange (if you’d like to participate in the gift exchange), that can be for male or female (be creative).  Make sure to bring a change of clothing and remember to bring warm clothing, as we will be playing in the snow.  We look forward to celebrating this special time of year with as many of you (Sr. & Middle High) that can make it.  If you can’t come you will be missed, but remember we wish each and every one of you a happy holiday season.  There is s sign-up sheet and permission form on the Youth Bulletin Board or outside the CE office in the bin.

God Bless You,

Karen, Donna, Rita & Vicky

He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree. 

 ~Roy L. Smith
Youth Fundraisers

Youth Can/Bottle Drive - This is an on-going fund-raiser sponsored by the Youth Group of St. James.  Please drop all your bottle/cans off at the Youth House.  Place them on the front porch off to the side when you first come up the steps in the bins provided if possible.  Do Not place them in front of the doorway.  It makes it hard to enter and exit if the doorway is blocked with bottles & cans.  We appreciate your continued support of this project.  
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Youth Paper Recycling Drive  - Please help and support this worthwhile fundraiser.

Did you know that 40% of everything that is in a landfill is paper? 

FACT: The average person in the U.S. generates four pounds of garbage each day or 1, 460 pounds per year.  Waste is something that you are no longer using and would like to throw away.

FACT:   Each year, people in the U.S. throw away enough office and writing paper to build a 12-foot high wall from New York City to Los Angeles.  Most of this paper ends up as litter.  Please bring paper suitable for the recycling program to the bin anytime of day or night.  Paper items that are suitable for recycling are:  

Newspapers, Magazines, Shopping Catalogs, Fax Paper, Notebooks, Folders, Flatten Cardboard, Office & School Papers and Junk Mail.  NO phone books, or bound books, PLEASE! Please be sure to make sure the paper you place in the bin is CLEAN & DRY.


On a regular basis, Abitibi Recycling empties the paper bin and the Youth earn revenue from the contents of the paper bin.  The paper is taken to Abitibi Recycling processing center, where it will be sorted.  Finally, it is sent to one of Abitibi’s de-inking facilities in the U.S., where it is turned into marketable paper products such as newsprint.  


This is an on-going fund-raising project sponsored by the Youth.  If you have any questions please speak to Karen Reinagel or one of the Youth Advisors.

St. Pauly’s Clothing Bin - The youth are continuing their clothing drive for clothes, blankets, curtains, shoes and linens.  All items can be placed in the clothing bin on the located at the rear of the Youth House.  Thank you for your continued support of this fundraiser.

Candy Bar Sale - Be on the look out for the candy bar sale coming soon to St. James.  Each bar cost a $1.00 and ½ the money goes directly to the youth program.

Up coming Dates for the Youth to Mark on Their Calendars
Dec. 2nd - Youth House Open - Bring a friend 7pm - 10:30pm

Dec. 9th & 10th - Scout Troop using Youth House for Christmas Party

Dec. 10th - Youth sponsored Pancake Breakfast

Dec. 16th - Christmas Pageant Rehearsal and party after. 10am

Dec. 16th - Youth House Event - still being planned

Dec. 17th - Christmas Pageant

Dec. 19th - Can & Bottles sorting @ 6pm followed by Youth Bd. Meeting @ 6:30pm

Dec. 24th - No Church School/ childcare only - Volunteers are needed!

Dec. 25th - Christmas Day

Dec. 28th - The “12" Hours of Christmas Happening for Middle & Sr. High

Dec. 31st - No church School/childcare only - Volunteers are needed!

Wednesday Family Night - (formerly Chow & Choir night) This month’s Wednesday Family Night is scheduled for, December 6th from 6:30PM - 8:30PM.  If you are interested in a relaxed, laid back, easy night with no cooking, JOIN US! We meet at 6:30PM, have salad, pizza & beverage followed by dessert if we have any and the children attend choir or play in the Assembly Hall.  Everyone who attends pitches in to help make the coffee and lemonade set up and clean up.  Try it - you’ll like it!  Please remember to sign up on the bulletin board so we know how much pizza to order. This will be our Christmas Celebration night so please bring some Christmas cookies or other special treat to help celebrate the season. 

Christian Education Advent Handouts

The Bd. of CE has decided to try something new.  Each Sunday in Advent during the children’s sermon, the children present will receive a special advent gift.  Be sure to attend and see what we have planned.  We will also be giving out a copy of “One Night in Bethlehem” written by Tim Weseman to each church school family. Please take the time during the advent season to read this special story with your children.

Operation Christmas Child

Thank you to Amy Dean for overseeing this project.  As of printing time the total boxes donated was not known, but they sure are piling up in the Resource Room.  Thank you to everyone that donated to this worthwhile project.
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Christmas Pageant

Sunday, December 17th is the date to circle on your calendar for this year’s Christmas Pageant.  It is always a special morning and service when the children of our congregation tell the story of the birth of the Christ Child.  The service begins at 10:00am and in place of the children’s sermon the pageant will take place.  The children have been busy being fitted for their costumes and rehearsing for their parts.  This year’s pageant is “The Night The Animals Sang”, by Katherine Babb.

The dress rehearsal for the pageant is scheduled for Saturday, December 16th from 10:00am - noon and will be followed by a holiday pizza party.  If you would like to help with the pageant, rehearsal or party, please speak to Karen.  Permission slips are available on the table by the CE bulletin bd. display. We always have room for all the children that would like to be included in the cast.  Participation in the pageant is usually for four years old and up.  If a parent feels that their three-year old is ready to be in the pageant, please speak to Karen to make arrangements.  The youngest children are usually the stars.  If you have any questions please feel free to call the Christian Education Office and speak to Karen.

Angel/Mitten Tree

The Angel/Mitten Tree is a tradition at St. James for as long as I can remember.  The tree is used to place warm hats, mittens, gloves, & scarves on the branches and the tags on the tree are to be taken so you can purchase a gift for the child whose name appears on the tag you’ve chosen.  You can either purchase the suggested items or choose one that you would like to give.  If you keep your receipt it can be attached to the top part of the tag for tax purposes.

The gift tags have arrived and let the shopping begin. Remember do not gift wrap your gift!!!!  Please just return it and place it under the tree in the lounge with the original tag attached to the item/s.  The Salvation Army needs to be able to see all the gifts, if you wrap them they have to unwrap them to check each gift.  The deadline to bring in gifts, hats, mittens, etc. is Sunday December 17th. If you have any questions please speak to Karen.

Souper Bowl of Caring   

Just a reminder that this event will be taking place on Super Bowl Sunday, February 4, 2007 which will be here before you know it.

Paula Pfister Pie Auction and Sweet Walk

Thank you to all who participated in this event. We are proud to announce that this year’s event brought in $295.00! Thank you to bakers and bidders alike!
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December – Sensitivity

Sensitivity is having a keen awareness and understanding of self and of relationships with other people.  Be carefully perceptive to the real attitudes and emotions of others.

ADVENT WORSHOP – DEC. 3RD. AFTER CHURCH

Everyone is invited to our potluck after church, and then join in the fun making projects for the season.  We have a project for the adults along with those for our young people.  Please sign up on the bulletin board and sign up for the crafts in the lounge.

JOIN US for

Women’s Bible Study in the lounge on the 1st. and 3rd. Fridays of the month.  We are discussing “The Purpose Driven Life” and welcome all women.  We also, are discussing, and trying some simple meditations.
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WE ARE A “FIVE FOR FIVE” CONGREGATION!

In 2005 St. James contributed to Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and also supported the four special missions offerings of our denomination:  One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund.

Thank you for your faithful generosity.









God is still speaking,
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The Evangelism Committee is concerned about the winter months for those people who don’t or can’t drive.  If you would like transportation to and from church, and activities, please let the office know.  The Evangelism Committee will then try and provide that transportation.

Sewing Mission
Tuesday, December 12, will find the St. James Sewing Mission group enjoying delicious food and lively conversation at our annual Christmas Luncheon at the Promenade. 

We will have our usual work session first, at 9:30 a.m. in the assembly hall. See Karen Sutton (532-5991) for menu choices and payment of $11.00. Payment can also be made to Jennie Altes. 

Guests are always welcome!
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THANK YOU!

To all who helped in making the annual G.I.F.T. Thanksgiving Gathering a lovely evening.  The dinner was delicious, steaming hot, and the presentation was great!  It takes many hands to prepare, set up, clean up, and for all who helped we give thanks.

The messages by Pastors Marna Pritchard and Jack Bacon were much appreciated.  Also, the music by Charlotte Lujan and Donna Ludwig was a delight. 
--Alva

The Western Area Youth (WAY) would like to thank St. James for hosting the fall retreat at St. James on November 3-5. We appreciate it!

--Western Area Youth

I wanted to say a huge Thanks to all who prepared and served the G.I.F.T. Thanksgiving Dinner. It was a wonderful effort on the part of everyone. I would also like to thank Donna Ludwig for jumping in to help with the music at the last minute.

--Charlotte Lujan

My mother was thrilled to receive the prayer shawl from St. James. She tells everyone about it!

Thank you for showing that we care about others.
--Maryann Reichard

Thank you to everyone who donated a shoebox gift or money to Operation Christmas Child. St. James has helped to make the Christmases of 18 children a little brighter! It was inspiring to see the thousands of boxes being gathered at the Williamsville drop-off site. If you loved the experience of donating this year, or missed out and would like to do it next year, start planning now! Thank you again, St. James, for coming through once again for a great cause!

--Amy Dean

	December 2006

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	1

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	2

6:30 – Worship

7-10:30 – Youth House Open – bring a friend

	3   9:15– Chancel Wmp

10 – Worship

10:30-Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal

11- Advent  Potluck and Workshop


	4
	5

1 – Servers Christmas Party

7 – Board of CE

7 - Evangelism
	6

6:30 – Wed. Family Night

7 – Cherubs

7:30 – Youth

8:15 - Teens
	7

10 – Bible Study

6:30 – TLC Board at Murphy’s restaurant.
	8
	9

6:30 - Worship

	10

9:15– Chancel Wmp

10 – Worship

Poinsettia Sunday

10:30-Church School

11 – Chancel Rehearsal


	11

7 – Church Council
	12

9:30 – Sewing Mission and Christmas Lunch
	13

7 – Cherubs

7:30 – Youth

8:15 - Teens
	14

10 – Bible Study
	15

7 – Women’s Bible Study

Deadline for January February Newsletter

Deadline for Annual Reports
	16

10 – noon – Pageant Dress Rehearsal & holiday pizza party

- 6:30 – Worship

- Youth House Event

	17

9:15– Chancel Wmp

10 – Worship

10 – Christmas Pageant

11 – Chancel Rehearsal

DeadlineAngelMittengifts 
	18
	19

6 – Youth can & bottle sorting

6:30 – Youth Board
	20

7 – Cherubs

7:30 – Youth

8:15 – Teens
	21

10 – Bible Study
	22
	23

6:30 - Worship

	24

10 – Morning Worship

Childcare only – no c s

7:30 & 11 – Christmas Eve Services
	25
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	26
	27

No Choir Rehearsals
	28

No Bible Study

“12 Hours of Christmas” -Middle & Sr. High Youth
	29
	30

6:30 - Worship

	31

9:15 - Chancel Wrmup

10 – Worship

Childcare only – no c s

No – Chancel Rehearsal
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Have You Seen This Book?

Karen Reinagel is looking for a copy of “The Legend of the Candy Cane” by Lori Walburg. If you have a copy to lend or donate, please talk to Karen. Thank you!

Servers Fellowship Group

The Servers will meet in the Horton Lounge on January 23 at 1:00 p.m.

The Servers are open to all women of the church. If you would like to become a member, please contact Kitty Sandoval at 

646-4444.

Church Register
Baptisms

Chad Michael Rusert

Born: July 15, 1986

Baptized: October 21, 2006

Parents: John and Audrey Rusert
Nicholas Thomas Karn

Born: April 11, 1996

Baptized: November 5, 2006

Parent: Laurie Karn
Weddings

Peter E. Mehlretter & 

Rebekah J. Ferguson

Married: October 28, 2006

Brian Overacher & Beth Anastasia

Married: November 10, 2006

Deaths

Marie J. Rusert

Born: November 28, 1922

Died: August 11, 2006

Service: October 28, 2006

A Brother Like That

Paul received an automobile from his brother as a Christmas present. On Christmas Eve when Paul came out of his office, a street urchin was walking around the shiny new car, admiring it. 

"Is this your car, Mister?" he asked. 

Paul nodded. "My brother gave it to me for Christmas." The boy was astounded. "You mean your brother gave it to you and it didn't cost you nothing? Boy, I wish..." He hesitated. Of course Paul knew what he was going to wish for. He was going to wish he had a brother like that. But what the lad said jarred Paul all the way down to his heels. 

"I wish," the boy went on, "that I could be a brother like that." 

Paul looked at the boy in astonishment, then impulsively he added, "Would you like to take a ride in my automobile?" 

"Oh yes, I'd love that." 

After a short ride, the boy turned and with his eyes aglow, said, "Mister, would you mind driving in front of my house?" Paul smiled a little. He thought he knew what the lad wanted. He wanted to show his neighbors that he could ride home in a big automobile. But Paul was wrong again. 

"Will you stop where those two steps are?" the boy asked. He ran up the steps. Then in a little while Paul heard him coming back, but he was not coming fast. He was carrying his little crippled brother. He sat him down on the bottom step, then sort of squeezed up against him and pointed to the car. "There she is, Buddy, just like I told you upstairs. His brother gave it to him for Christmas and it didn't cost him a cent. And some day I'm gonna give you one just like it...then you can see for yourself all the pretty things in the Christmas windows that I've been trying to tell you about." 

Paul got out and lifted the lad to the front seat of his car. The shining-eyed older brother climbed in beside him and the three of them began a memorable holiday ride. 

That Christmas Eve, Paul learned what Jesus meant when he had said: "It is more blessed to give..." 

Author Unknown
 

                               St. James 

                    United Church of Christ

            76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075


                    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Christmas Story 

A little boy returned from Sunday school with a new perspective on the Christmas story. He had learned all about the Wise Men from the East who brought gifts to the Baby Jesus. He was so excited he could hardly wait to tell his parents. 

As soon as he arrived home, he immediately began, "I learned all about the very first Christmas in Sunday school today! There wasn't a Santa Claus way back then, so these three skinny guys on camels had to deliver all the toys! And Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer with his nose so bright wasn't there yet, so they had to have this big spotlight in the sky to find their way around!"
The St. James Connector	December 2006
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FOOD PANTRY





December 3


Peanut butter & meat products





December 10


Canned juice and juice mixes





December 17


Dry milk





December 24


Cake and muffin mixes
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