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Holy Week Begins

April 9th
 TC \l3 "
April 9th marks the beginning of Holy Week.  Our Palm Sunday Service is always a moving celebration, as once again we are invited to walk with Jesus through those last days of His ministry here on earth.  Palm fronds will be given out as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the start of the very first Holy Week.  The theme of our worship will be: “Forgiveness:  The Path of Faithfulness!”

Maundy Thursday

April 13th   7:30 pm

We will recall the Last Supper Jesus had with His disciples, and then be reminded of those last hours of Christ’s life here on earth – and the flight of His disciples during our service of Tenebrae.  This is a very special candlelight communion service! Twelve members of the congregation will serve as readers – interested?  Talk with Rev. Matlack.

Good Friday

April 14th TC \l5 "
Once again our sanctuary will be open from Noon (the time of Christ’s crucifixion) until 7:00 p.m.  During that period, people are invited to stop in for as long or as short a period as they would like to offer their prayers.  Bread and communion cups will be set up on the altar.  The elements will have been blessed and people are invited to silently have communion, and to spend some time in prayer as part of their remembrance of Christ’s death on the cross.  Please join us on this special day, as we remember the real Passion of Christ.

Holy Saturday – Great Vigil of Easter

April 15th 6:30 p.m.

The Great Vigil of Easter is an ancient liturgy of the church with deep roots in scripture.  

The vigil begins with the service of light.  A tall paschal candle is used to represent Jesus Christ.  

The vigil continues with the Service of the Word in which readings from scripture remind us of all that God has done for the human family in preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

[image: image4.wmf]The service of water follows in which we renew our baptismal vows.  In the sprinkling of water, each of us is reminded of our own baptism.

The Great Vigil of Easter concludes with a celebration of Holy Communion.  

Please join us for this special Easter Vigil!

Easter Sunday - 

April 16th 10:00 a.m. - One Worship Service

Our Easter Service is always special, and this year is no exception.  The music will be spectacular, and Rev. Matlack is preparing a special sermon titled “Forgiving As We Have Been Forgiven!”  Come and help us celebrate the special gift that Christ has brought into our lives.

[image: image5.wmf]Easter is, of course, the highlight of the church year.  Having gone through the darkness and despair of Good Friday, we come to the joy of the resurrection.  Come celebrate with us!  Invite your friends!  

For Christ is Risen!

 Christ is Risen Indeed!

Lenten Handouts
The Board of Christian Education is offering special materials to the families of St. James.  Please be sure to check the basket on the CE table/bulletin board area in the lobby and help yourself to any of the items that interest you.

Meditative Lenten Walk - 

“Walk the Easter Path”

Discover and explore the steps that Jesus walked, follow in his footsteps; footsteps that were marked on earth long ago, but continue to lead us today.  

During the Lenten season there will be a series of stations for everyone to explore.  Each of the stations will have symbols and reminders to stop and look at and reflect on the path that Jesus walked.  Please take the time to visit the stations alone, or with your family or class.  Stop, pray, and reflect on the meaning of each station.  

The walk will be made available throughout the Lenten season until a week following Easter.

Gospel of John DVD & Music CD
If you are interested in borrowing either of these items please speak to Karen. This is a perfect time of year to spend time watch this moving DVD or listen to the wonderful soundtrack on CD.


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

EASTER EVENTS
Easter Sunday Enrichment Time
There will be NO regular Church School classes on Sunday, April 16th (Easter Sunday).  Instead there will be a special Enrichment Time following the children’s sermon and it will be held in the lounge.  All children in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to attend.  We will be sharing a special Easter lesson and activity.  Children may be picked up in the lounge following the service.

Easter Sunday Childcare

In addition to this special time, there will be CHILDCARE provided for children through age 4 during the worship service. 

Easter Egg Hunt

Following the worship service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for children through 5th grade.  The egg hunt has been traditionally held outside but it is always dependent on weather permitting.  It will be announced during the service where the egg hunt is being held.

Please feel free to leave any donations to fill the eggs in the church office, Karen’s mailbox or the CE 2nd floor office area.  Thank you ahead of time for all of your donations.
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Easter Preparation

Saturday, April 15th  10:00 a.m.
Cabinet members and any interested helpers are invited to come prepare the wreaths and our sanctuary for our Easter Celebration.

St. James Scholarships

Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.  Applications include a list of guidelines.

Applications for both scholarships must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, JUNE 1st.

Paula Pfister Dessert Auction
Sunday, April 9th during Coffee Hour in the Assembly Hall
It’s official; it must be spring and time for the Paula Pfister Spring Dessert Auction.  Please sign-up and bring a dessert or two to be bid on for this worthwhile event.  Paula Pfister was Director of Christian Education during the 1980's and we hold a pie/dessert auction twice a year to raise funds for a scholarship that is in honor of her memory.

The scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors that have worked during their four years of high school in the Christian Education program at St. James either as a church schoolteacher, assistant, or CE office assistant.  Paula was a wonderful person and this is a wonderful way to honor her memory.

Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarships

Graduating high school seniors, who have served in the Christian Education program at St. James during their high school years, including their senior year, are eligible to apply for the Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship.  Completed applications must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, JUNE 1ST.


Women’s Bible Study

Friday Evenings 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

[image: image7.wmf]We have moved on to a new book “Letting Old Testament Women Speak to Us” by Nell W. Mohney.  All women are invited.


The Kathleen Mary House

The Kathleen Mary House is a community residence that will open its doors to women and their children who are victims of domestic violence and need safe, short-term housing.  The house is located in the Southtowns and it’s the first transitional home that will benefit families in this area.  There are pamphlets on the table by the elevator where we can be of help.

Charlotte Lujan has offered to be the liaison to the home.  We are in need of persons willing to transport supplies to the home or warehouse. 

Homemade Soup & Dessert Dinner

Sponsored by Servers & Friends

Saturday, April 22 from 2:30 to 6:00 p.m.

Please join us for our first fundraiser!  Take-outs will be available:  $5 for a quart of soup.  Bring your own container.  You may call your order in before Saturday at 649-6171.

Coffee & Juice with Mr. C.
Sunday, May 14th 

Join Mr. C as he shares how God is Still Speaking Through Children in the book “The Kids from Brooklyn Heights”, written by Charley Markus.

This is an inspiring collection of fourteen contemporary Christian messages for late elementary and middle school children.  You may purchase the book from Inkwater Press at www.inkwaterpress.com or you can save on shipping charges by purchasing an autographed copy directly from Charley.

Mark This Date on Your Calendar:

Mothers’ Day - Sunday, May 14th
Bring your mother to church or a special woman that has made a difference in your life.  Share your worship experience with the special lady in your life.

	April 2006

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Set Clocks Back

Saturday, April 1st
Daylight Saving Time Begins
	
	
	
	
	1

9AM Property Workday

6:30 PM Worship

	2

9:30 AM Chancel Warm up

10 AM Worship

10:30 AM Church School

11 AM Chancel Rehearsal

Spaghetti Dinner & Theme Basket Social
	3
	4

7 PM Board of CE

7 PM Chapel Rehearsal

7:30 PM Youth Reh.
	5

Cluster Lenten Service Trinity UCC Gowanda

6:30 Potluck

7:30 Worship


	6

10 AM Bible Study

7 PM TLC Board


	7

7 PM Women’s Bible Study
	8

6:30PM Worship

	9

9:30 AM Warm up Youth & Chapel

10 AM Worship

10:30 AM Church School

11 AM Chancel Rehearsal
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Dessert Auction
	10

7 PM  Church Council
	11

9:30 AM Sewing Mission

6:30 PM Tuesday Family Night

7 PM Chapel Rehearsal

7:30 PM Youth Reh.
	12
	13

10 AM Bible Study

7 PM Chancel Warm up

7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Service
	14

Good Friday

No Women’s Bible Study


	15   9 AM Property 

10 AM Decorate for Easter: Cabinet &Friends

6:30 PM Great Vigil of Easter Service

	16     Easter Sunday

9:30 AM Chancel Warm up

10 AM Worship

Child care for birth-4 years

10:30 AM Enrichment time for kindergarten-5th gr.

No Chancel Rehearsal

Easter Egg Hunt – children thru 5th gr. after worship
	17
	18

No Choir Rehearsals
	19
	20

10 AM Bible Study
	21

7 PM Women’s Bible Study
	22

2:30-6 PM Soup & Dessert Dinner

6:30 PM Worship

	23

9:30 AM Chancel Warm up

10 AM Worship

10:30 AM Church School

11 AM Chancel Rehearsal
	24
	25

1 PM Servers at Z.J.’s

6:30 PM Youth Board

7 PM Chapel Rehearsal

7:30 PM Youth Reh.
	26
	27

10 AM Bible Study

7 PM G.I.F.T. Meeting
	28

7 PM Women’s Bible Study
	29

6:30 PM Worship

	30  

9:30Youth,Chapel Warm up    10 AM Worship

Choir Award Sunday               10:30 AM Church School

No Chancel Rehearsal

11:15 Phantom of the Opera

CE Staff Appreciation Luncheon & program
	
	
	
	
	


Servers Fellowship Group
April 25th  1:00 pm.

The April 25th meeting will be held at ZJ’s Restaurant.



Sewing Mission Group

Tuesday, April 11th 
9:30 a.m.

We will be meeting in the Assembly Hall to work on assembling material for chux pads or sewing lap throws.  The chux pad assembly is done as a group and no sewing skills are needed.

Bring a sandwich for lunch at noon.  Dessert and coffee will be served by the hostess of the month and save room for dessert made by Ellie Foit!  Beverages will be provided also.

Sewers are always welcome to the group or if anyone prefers to obtain Lap Throw Kits to do simple sewing at home, please contact Laura Zittel (649-5820).

WE WELCOME ELLIE FOIT TO OUR GROUP!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Last year the Servers and ladies of the church started making prayer shawls to reach out to others. Shawls have been made for centuries as a universal and embracing symbol of an inclusive, unconditionally loving God.  They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, mother, hug, shelter and beautify.

You can be a part of the prayer shawl ministry by suggesting names of people needing them, or by collecting coupons from Joann Fabrics and AC Moore to help with the cost.  Already in 2006 our ladies have made and distributed 10 shawls.


From the Music Director

The Chancel, Youth and Chapel Choirs will be recognized during the worship service on April 30.  They have faithfully participated in leading worship, and this is an opportunity for the congregation to say thank you!  Our Choir Awards Sunday is always the culmination of our season, and this year it will include the Teacher Recognition Awards as well.   The Youth Choir has prepared a program of songs from The Phantom of the Opera, which will be presented after the worship service, in conjunction with the Teacher Recognition Luncheon.  

We were emptying the music from our Youth Choir folders recently, and everyone was a bit amazed at all of the music that we learned this year.   These choristers love to sing, and that binds them together.  I would like to thank the high school choir members for being such wonderful mentors to the younger singers in this group.  I would especially like to note the help of Melissa Sandoval and Emily Rust.  Cory Los Schumacher has been a wonderful percussionist. We were fortunate to have Cailey Rizzo and Melissa play instrumental parts with the choir.   Everyone has worked diligently, and it has been a joy to have such beautiful voices compliment worship.

Erica Jackson and Patty Jensen have been committed choir assistants with the Chapel Choir, and I thank both of them profusely for all they do to support the music program.

We appreciate the parents who have supported the choirs by providing transportation and assisting at rehearsals, as necessary.

We have a rather unsung (forgive the pun) hero in Jan Harris who is constantly working behind the scenes to keep our music library in order.  She has been a wonderful asset and has worked diligently to make labels, file, sort, and has helped in myriad other ways. She is quite the organizer!!!  If you see her, please thank her.  It is a time consuming job, and one that tends to go unnoticed.  Like all of the wonderful helpers in the music program, she works quietly and without fanfare.   Bless all of them!

The Choir Awards are a fitting ending to a month filled with special music.  My blessings on everyone who took the time and the effort to be a part of such marvelous groups!

Peace,

Margaret

Christian Education Staff Appreciation Luncheon & Program
Sunday, April 30, 2006

Everyone is welcome to attend this special occasion when we will be honoring our Christian Education teaching staff, assistants, substitutes and anyone who is involved with the Christian Education Program at St. James.  

The Youth Choir will be providing the entertainment as they sing songs from “The Phantom of the Opera.” 

The Board of Christian Education will be making salads and the Church Council will be making desserts, as they traditionally have.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and space to indicate what you would like to bring.  

If you are interested in helping to honor those involved with our Christian Education program please check the “would like to help” column on the sign-up sheet.  We can always use a hand with setting and/or cleaning-up, putting the food out or making coffee, drinks or rolling meat for platters.  It’s a nice way to get involved and thank the people who have volunteered their time and talent to nurture our children and help to guide them on their lifelong Christian journey.    

Annual Church Picnic & Worship – We Have a New Name!
Sunday, June 4, 2006

The Board of Christian Education has decided since we are continuing to share the day with members of First Congregational UCC from Angola we need to rename St. James Day.  So after some discussion we came up with Dunkirk Day!  

We hope you will mark the date on your calendars and look for information in next month’s Connector.

Tuesday Family Night

April 11th, 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

This will be the last Tuesday Family Night until September so don’t miss out on the fun!!!  We will celebrate Easter and have some fun activities for the kids as well as the adults.


Dunkirk Conference Center

Sunday, April 9, 2006 Early Bird Deadline

It’s not too late to register for camp at the Dunkirk Conference Center.  Get a registration form at the CE bulletin board area or outside the CE office on the 2nd floor, fill it out, hand in your registration form and deposit to Karen Reinagel by Sunday, April 9th for our Early Bird Deadline and we will do the rest.

Remember, we offer a 1/3 scholarship for St. James members based on the Super Early Bird Rate.  Children entering 2nd grade in the fall of 2006 are eligible to register as first time campers.  Camps are offered for children and youth through post high, a women’s weekend, family camps, and an adult music camp.  If you have questions, stop in or call the church office.

This year Dunkirk is offering a new scholarship - Trustee Scholarships for Family Camps available for First Time Families attending Family Camp. Dunkirk has had a rich history of service to UCC Churches and still provides great family camp opportunities for families of all ages, shapes and sizes.  A Trustee Scholarship has been established to help make this an extremely affordable vacation for a family coming to Dunkirk for the first time.  Dunkirk will match any church scholarship up to 25% of the fees!  

Here’s an example of how the scholarship could impact a family’s cost:

2 adults
@ $280
$560

(Parents, grandparents, guardians)

1 youth (12 - 18)
@ $266
$266

1 child (7 - 11)
@ $242
$242

TOTAL
$1,068

Dunkirk Trustee Scholarship @ 25%
- $267

Church Camp Scholarship @ 25% 
$267

The cost to the family is now only
$534

2006 Summer Schedule 

Family Camp 1 July 9-15 


Dir: Rev. David & Beth Long-Higgins

Family Camp 2 July 23-29


Dir: Rev. Gary Burdick and Family

Family Camp 3 July 30-Aug.5


Dir: Revs. Carlan Helgeson & Joanne Lance

YOUTH NEWS
Spring Fling – Spaghetti Dinner & Theme Basket Social
Saturday, April 1st following worship baskets will be on display in the assembly hall and people will have an opportunity to purchase tickets to take a chance at winning a basket or two.  Tickets will be sold for 3 for $1.00 or if you would like to purchase a pre sale ticket for the dinner please see Charlotte Lujan following the Saturday evening service.  The winners will be announced during the last hour of the event on Sunday.

Sunday, April 2nd following worship until 6:00 p.m. the doors will be open for the Spaghetti Dinner and Theme Basket Social.  Pre-sale tickets are available at a reduced rate so hurry and purchase them before the event.  Tickets will also be available to purchase the day of the event.  Take-out meals will be available. 

If you have any question please speak to Cher Kramer, Pam Wilson or Karen Reinagel.

The Youth would like to thank everyone for all the generous donations!  We appreciate all the help! 

NY State Youth Event Report
Donna & Bill Schumacher, a group of five youth from St. James and a few others from churches in the area headed once again to the yearly event in Painted Post, NY.  The theme was “Challenges,” and rumor has it that a great time was had by all.  St. James is blessed to have a couple as dedicated as Bill & Donna to volunteer to drive, be responsible for and spend a whole weekend with the youth that are interested in attending special events like this. I should also mention that the kids in our group are pretty special too!

WAY - Annual Work Weekend 
Interested in helping Dunkirk get ready for the summer months?  Speak to Donna Schumacher if you want details.

When:
May 19th - 21st
Where:
Dunkirk Conference Center

Who:
Western Area Youth

What:
Help prepare Dunkirk for the upcoming camping season

Hurricane Committee
WOW!!!  What an exciting several months it has been.   I hope everyone had an opportunity to see the article that was in The Hamburg Sun in March.  If not check it out on display on the bulletin board.  I was told by Mary Bailey from The Sun that this is one of the most interesting interviews she has ever had the pleasure of doing. It is truly heart wrenching to hear about all that Jeff has gone through and it sure is nice to know that we all helped in a variety of ways to make his time in Hamburg a time of healing and a time when he could begin to rebuild his life.  I spoke to Jeff before I wrote this article and he told me he hopes to be on the road heading back to Mississippi sometime the week of March 19th.  So by the time you receive this newsletter a lot of things will have changed.  

We now have a new couple living in the Youth House; some of you may know them.  The couple is Margaret and Steve Bukkosy.  Margaret & Steve needed a place to stay once they closed on the sale of their house and before they moved permanently into their new home, so we invited them to use the Youth House until the end of June.  The Youth felt it was the least they could do after all the years of beautiful music Margaret has provided to our congregation.  So if you’re walking by the Youth House and you see them relaxing on the front porch don’t forget to say hello and welcome to the village. 

Once again The House at St. James Place has served another purpose; it’s the house that keeps giving. 

Summer Childcare & Church School

I am looking for help for our Childcare/Enrichment Time for the summer months.  There are a variety of 

choices for helping.  Help is need to oversee the sign-up (we will put up the sign-up sheet) and remind people of the date they are volunteering, we also need people to keep a watch on the Childcare Room, we need people to donate snacks for the children and people that are willing to help serve a mini version of coffee hour following worship.

Please consider helping out with our Childcare during the summer months.  It a nice way to let a mom or dad spend a well deserved hour in peace and prayerful reflection (something all parents appreciate).  Children up to ages 3 & 4 years old are in childcare until the rest of the children join them in the lounge for Enrichment Time following the children’s sermon.  If you are interested in helping or would like more information please speak to Karen Reinagel.

Board of Christian Education Staff Reviews
The Board of Christian Education is currently in the process of conducting its yearly reviews of Christian Education Staff.  This involves speaking to current Christian Education Staff and finding out how their experience has been during this year.  If you would like a CE Bd. member to contact you regarding teaching opportunities in the fall or the summer, helping with the pageant or any other CE sponsored events or activities please call Karen and she will be glad to have someone from the Board contact you or you may speak directly with Karen.

Thank You’s

I would like to thank my church family for all of the prayers and support during my recent heart surgery.  The meals were wonderful and gratefully appreciated!  A special thanks goes to Bob for the visits, even when I wasn’t at my best!  Many thanks to everyone!

-
Cher Kramer

I am blessed to be honored with the lifetime member award of the Board of Christian Education!

God bless Karen and the Board – I not only learned but had fun!  Thank you, thank you!

· Marie Newman
To the St. James Congregation:
 

As many of you know, Boy Scouts from Troop 285 of Hillcrest Fire Department, Orchard Park, have completed several Eagle projects here at St. James. In December, I and four other Eagle and Life scouts formed Venture Crew 285. A Venture Crew is the next level of scouting for older boys (and girls). 

 

After we agreed to form the Crew, we found out that there were unanticipated items to pay for. The Crew requested and received from the Legacy Committee a grant to help us get started.

 

Three months later, the Crew has fourteen boys in it.  Our first community service project will be to help the property committee on Saturday May 1st.

 

Thank you St. James for the grant. Thank you for your ongoing support of scouting and our congregation's scouts.

 

· Chad Los Schumacher


President Venture Crew 285
Thank You from Church World Service

Dear Friends:

Let me thank you for your kind generosity.  Yours is a gift from the heart, an act of compassion that springs from your faith and love.  With your support, our humanitarian programs of disaster relief, economic and social development, education and advocacy, and refugee assistance, are addressing the root causes of hunger and poverty.

The funds we receive from generous donors like you are used quickly and efficiently.  We respond quickly to emergencies, but we also commit ourselves for the long haul.  When assistance has been required for the long term, we have provided decades of service.

Together, we help people build a life of hope for themselves and for their children.  From food, blankets, and shelter to clean water, medicine, and new skills, we help provide the necessities that bring people back from a world of suffering to a world of hope.  Church World Service helps people attain a future without hunger and poverty, and one with peace and justice.

Yours in the bond of faith,

Rev. John L. McCullough

Executive Director and CEO

(This was in response to our Blanket Sunday Gift of $325.00)

Food Pantry

Apr. 2nd
Canned & Dry Soups

Apr. 9th
Peanut Butter & Meat Products

Apr. 16th
Canned Juice & Juice Mixes

Apr. 23rd 
Dry Milk

Apr. 30th
Cake & Muffin Mixes

Deaths

Edward Max Collins

Born:
March 19, 1943

Died:
February 18, 2006

Service:
February 22, 2006

Walter E. Ziebarth, Jr.

Born:
October 9, 1930

Died:
March 5, 2006

Service:
March 9, 2006

Answers to Last Month’s Article - Thirty Books of the Bible . . . How Many Did You Find?  

Taken from the St. Peter’s UCC Newsletter; contributed by Debbie Dimmig

There are thirty books of the Bible in these paragraphs.  Can you find them?  This is a most remarkable puzzle.  It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours.  He enjoyed it so much he passed it on to some friends.  One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat.  Another friend studied it while playing his banjo.  Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column.  Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving; she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.

There will be some names that are really easy to spot.  That’s a fact.  Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam; especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized.  Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst.  Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in these paragraphs.

During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record.  The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had seen.  As Daniel Huma na humbly puts it, “the books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight.”  Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown.  One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers.  Also keep in mind that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal.  A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers.  Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus, there really are thirty books of the Bible lurking somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found.

State Youth Event 2006

Our weekend at Watson Homestead for the 2006 State Youth Event was a great one!  As we set out in our van, we were well prepared for a great weekend.  We had a lot of fun hanging out with old friends, as well as meeting new friends.  We joined together with our friends from across the state to learn about challenges in life and to worship God.  We had fun doing different activities throughout the weekend.  We participated in workshops from walking and learning about the Labyrinth, to learning about a mission trip to Guatemala.  We had outstanding speakers, including Tom Fauvell and Rev. Sara Smith.  These speakers had a great impact on our faith, as well as our direction and decisions in the future that will affect our lives and others.  Each day we came together as different family groups to share ideas of our faith and challenges, centering around Psalm 27: 1-3, 5-14 and 2Corinthians4: 8-10.  We tied it all together with family group skits and a closing worship service on Sunday morning.  If you have not joined us on a retreat before and are in grades 9-12, please join us for Work Weekend at Dunkirk Conference Center May 19-21! We had a fantastic weekend and we thank you all for your support.  


-- Donna Schumacher

Western Area Youth (WAY) Retreat 

We had a great time at the Western Area Youth (WAY) retreat held at Faith UCC in Boston.  On Friday, we played broomball in the parking lot, after getting to know each other playing Olympic charades!  On Saturday morning, we began the day with an educational and fun seminar from Planned Parenthood.  After lunch, we headed to Ralph Wilson Stadium for a full tour!  After touring the locker rooms, visiting the suites and getting out on the field, we headed into the Field House and played some football!  We returned to the church, where they provided us with a fantastic home cooked meal to prepare us for a night of tubing at the Colden Tubing Company.  After a great service from Rev. Burdick, (which included the whole WAY group!), we headed home.  If you didn’t join us for this retreat, and are in grades 9-12, please join us for Work Weekend at Dunkirk May 19-21!

Donna Schumacher


                               St. James 

                    United Church of Christ

            76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075


                    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Tending the Lawn

“The grass is not, in fact, always greener on the other side of the fence.” Writes Robert Fulghum in It Was on Fire When I Lay Down on It.”  “Fences have nothing to do with it.  The grass is greenest where it is watered.  When crossing over fences, carry water with you and tend the grass wherever you may be.

The St. James Connector	April, 2006


	Editor:  Linda Meyer
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April – CREATIVITY





Creativity is the power of imagination allowing the expression of new ideas with originality.  





Express yourself in a highly distinctive way.
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Ladies:  Mark Your Calendars!


Servers Ladies Tea


Tuesday, May 23rd 		1:00 p.m.





All ladies are invited and encouraged to bring a friend.  There will be a sign up sheet.  





Rev. Debbie Baxter will be speaking on her Sabbatical to the Lakota Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota.





An offering will be taken up to be sent to the Lakota’s.





If you are interested in helping with Enrichment Time, Childcare or the Easter Egg Hunt, please speak to Karen Reinagel.








Jean Robbins, Irma Winter’s daughter would like to invite you to a 90th Birthday Celebration in Honor of


 


Irma Meyer Winter on Sunday, April 23rd





1:30 – 4:00 p.m. at St. James UCC
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