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Has This Ever Happened to You?

From the Pastor

September is always an exciting month here at St. James!  Everyone has a great deal of energy and enthusiasm; there’s a great deal of activity taking place as we gear up for the new school year.  We’re starting a new choir program with new leadership!  Church School is beginning again!  Family night is on the schedule (make sure it’s on yours)!  Planning is going on for a variety of other activities!

We have wonderful opportunities for children, youth, and adults; BUT many of those opportunities are often a well-kept secret, and that’s a problem that we can easily fix – WITH YOUR HELP!

Each of us knows many people who aren’t currently active in a church; people who need the support and nurture of a faith community.  Please spread the word – and invite your friends to join us this September – and throughout the year.  There are many wonderful blessings that they will find here at St. James!

Bob
Music Search Committee Names New Director

The Music Search Committee (Robert Matlack, Alva Looze, John Cappellino, John Ortner, Jan Harris, Dan Jackson, Patty Jensen, Nick & Karen Reinagel, Emily Rust, Nancy Redeye, Kurt Schumacher, Michael Walling), along with members of the choir, met with and auditioned Christina Shrewsbury. She brings to St. James a wealth of experience, as well as excellent keyboard, vocal and conducting skills. Christina has worked in both Catholic and Protestant churches locally and elsewhere. Her academic credentials include the Westminster Choir College and a masters from the University at Buffalo. She has directed both youth and adult community choirs in Cheektowaga, and taught at Christ the King parish school in Snyder. Her special talent for working with young people has us excited about watching her work with our talented musical youth. We welcome Mrs. Shrewsbury as organist, choir director and Music Director at St. James and look forward to working with her as she shares her musical talents.

A “Note” from Christina Shrewsbury

St. James’ New Director of Music

It has been a pleasure to meet with many of your singers, youth and Music Committee members. I look forward to meeting many more members of St. James and hope you will introduce yourself personally at Choir & Chow Night (September 13th).

Musically, I am excited about exploring the many styles and traditions of church music with your Choirs and teens. Also, discovering some great new hymns together and singing “antiphonally”….we can talk about that later!

There is also a wealth of organ literature to hear along the way, enhancing your worship.  Please share your musical ideas with me as we begin the musical journey together at St. James.

God’s Blessings,

Christina
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It’s time to start thinking about your favorite ice cream topping to bring with you when you come to the Fall Church School Kick Off & Ice Cream Social. Church School Classes will begin following the children’s sermon at 10:30 a.m. Following worship and the class, we will all meet in the assembly hall for coffee hour and our annual Ice Cream Social. This is a favorite event of the young and old alike. Just bring your favorite topping to share and place it on the table near the kitchen the day of the event. The CE Board volunteers will take care of the rest. When you come down to the assembly hall following worship you will see Jen, Robin, Gay and the rest of the Board of CE ready to scoop you a dish of ice cream to smother with any topping you care to choose. Grab a cup of coffee and relax and catch up on what everyone has been up to the past few months. See you there!

Heifer Fair

The Church school classes will be working on a heifer fair (mission project) during the first month of class. The children will be choosing an animal and preparing a booth in order to raise awareness and funds for Heifer International. On Sunday, October 8th, the children will hold their fair in the assembly hall during coffee hour. Everyone will then have a chance to support this worthwhile mission project and watch the delight on the faces of the children in our congregation as they raise funds to support this project. Check October’s Connector for more details
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First Congregational Church United Church of Christ, 822 Cleveland Ave., Niagara Falls, NY 

are pleased to be hosts of Marsha Stevens ministry in music on Thursday, Sept. 7th at 7:30 p.m.  This is a free concert although an offering will be taken to defray her travel expenses. 

 Marsha is a marvelous singer and song writer.

For further information on Marsha Stevens and to hear some sound clips go to her web site www.BalmMinistries.com
Dalai Lama Visits Buffalo Area

The University at Buffalo is proud to host the Dalai Lama September 18-20 as part of their Distinguished Speaker Series. The visit by His Holiness, the head of state exile of Tibet and spiritual leader of the Tibetan people, is an unprecedented event for the University and the local community. The visit is educational, and will include audiences with UB faculty and students.  An interfaith service with representatives of local religious communities is planned. To learn more of the Dalai Lama’s visit, log onto www.ubca.org
*Interfaith Service

The service will be held at UB on Monday, September 18th from 4-5 p.m. A limited number of tickets are available for $15 from the Christian Education Office. See Karen Reinagel.

*The Address by the Dalai Lama

His Holiness’ address on the theme of promoting peace across borders will be the culmination of his visit. Prior to the lecture, the Dalai Lama will receive a SUNY honorary doctorate in humane letters. The event will be held at UB on Tuesday, September 19th. The program begins at 1 p.m., followed by the Distinguished Speakers Series Lecture at 3 p.m. There is a waiting list for tickets, which cost $31, and a fee of $15 per car, which will be divided among those who car pool. See Karen for more information.

Vacation Bible School

What a great time we had! St. Matthews UCC hosted VBS from Sunday, August 6-Tuesday, August 8th. We had dinner each evening at 6 p.m. followed by Bible stories, crafts, snacks, games, laughter & fun. We held a VBS evening program and had a wonderful time watching the children as we listened to the Bible story each evening, and enjoyed a guest speaker each evening who discussed different missions that each of our churches support. Jan Harris represented St. James by discussing the work her mom, Jeannette Samter, does in Lesotho, Africa. A special thanks to Jan, all who attended, and to those who volunteered: Margaret & Jim Stuhr, Heidi & Michael Walling, Kevin Ryan, Jennifer Gillman, Marie Newman, & Pastor Alva.
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Fundraising News

Abitibi Paper Recycling 

The youth continue to operate the Abitibi Paper Recycling program. The Paper Retriever bin has been relocated to the back of the church parking lot. This is a great time to clean out your closets and attics and get rid of newspapers, magazines, catalogs, telephone books, office and school papers and mail. Please do not place glass, plastic (including plastic shopping bags), metals, or trash in the Retriever.

Can & Bottle Drive

The youth program is continuing their Can & Bottle Drive as an on-going fundraiser. Leave your cans and bottles on the front porch of the Youth House, and they will be returned for the deposit money. (Please do not leave donations at back door or in the church building.)

St. Pauly’s Textile

Another great way to help St. James Youth! Directly behind the Youth House is a shed from St. Pauly’s Textile, a locally owned company and member of the Better Business Bureau, which works with more than 300 non-profit organizations to help achieve a portion of their fundraising needs. Their mission is to get useable clothing to people who can use it, both in the U.S. and abroad. This year alone, over 20 million garments have been distributed to over 3 million people worldwide.

 If you have USEABLE and unwanted clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes or stuffed toys, please place them in the shed (inside plastic bags, if possible). If you have questions, or wish to donate time or money, please talk to Karen Reinagel, or call Joe or Paul at St. Pauly’s at (585) 292-0460. 

NOTE: PLEASE do NOT donate: Rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods. These cannot be used and must be disposed of at St. Pauly’s expense.
“Anger is the only thing to put off till tomorrow.”

                                     Slovenian Proverb
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In one of the most creative fundraising endeavors ever, the St. James Youth have become the proud recipients of a flock of flamingos via a donation from Jan Harris. Jan constructed the flamingos and has graciously donated them for the youth to rent out for birthdays, anniversaries or whatever holiday that might be flamingo-appropriate. To rent them, please call the church office to make arrangements for the pick-up and return of the flamingos. While there is no fee for the rental, a kind donation is appreciated.

Coffee Hour

The new Coffee Hour sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. Buzz Rust (649-8140) and Sue Martinez (825-6682) will be overseeing Coffee Hour. Please take a few moments and look to see which week(s) you would like to choose. This is a good way to meet and talk to old and new friends!

Patty Jensen
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Choir & Chow Night

Wednesday, September 13  6:30-8:30
It must be the beginning of the school year and time to get back on track and attend those fall activities. This is a good time to begin a new activity if you haven’t attended our fun evening in the past. Once a month on the 2nd Wednesday (previously the 2nd Tuesday) of each month we gather to share dinner, kids attend choir rehearsals, and we visit and catch up on what is going on in our lives. It’s a fun and relaxed atmosphere for all. If you are planning to attend, please sign up on the sheet located on the bulletin board. If you would like to bring a baked good for dessert we would love to sample your baking. The menu is always pizza, salad, beverage and dessert (if someone brings something).

Direct any questions to Karen Reinagel
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Planting of the new landscape in the front of the church is scheduled for Saturday, September 9th!  Pray for good weather!

We want to thank everyone who has generously supported this effort by buying a plant or making a general donation.  Your response has been overwhelming!  A dedication ceremony will follow the worship service on Sunday, September 17th (assuming more good weather!).  At that time, the drawing for the services of the landscape crew will take place.

Many people have volunteered to come dig and help plant on the 9th!  And we would like to express special appreciation to two businesses with connections to some of our church members:

DR TREE CARE of East Aurora (Ph: 655-3520) has generously offered to remove the current old bushes free of charge.  This is a big job given the age and type of plants involved!

LILAC CREEK NURSERY of North Collins (Ph: 337-2260) will be supplying all the plants needed at prices that will make all the donations go a lot farther.

Some of our funds will be used to purchase topsoil, fertilizer, peat moss, and mulch.  Anything left over may be used to trim the large oak tree belonging to the church that is located between the exit driveway and the NOW Pizzeria.  Another possibility is upgrading the landscaping at the Youth House.

Again, thank you to everyone who has supported this project!

The Landscaping Committee
“If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion.”

                    The Dalai Lama
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Friday, Sept. 15th - 7:00 p.m.
We will gather with a Taize Service.  Our

First book discussion will be “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren.

BIBLE STUDY RESUMES

Thursday, Sept. 7th
The Bible is the source book for our faith.  We talk about it a great deal – BUT, we don’t all know a lot about it. We’ll start this fall with looking at some of the short letters in the New Testament – starting with 1 Peter.

Come and join us every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. as we study the Bible together.  

It will help you to Grow in Your Faith!  

[image: image7.wmf]Women’s Sewing Mission
                  Tuesday, September 12th 

Limber up those fingers and come to the September meeting of the Women’s Sewing Mission. 

We will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the assembly hall. Bring your lunch and enjoy the delicious dessert that will be sewed by our hostess of the month, Helen Markus.

HEALING SERVICE

Saturday, Sept. 9th 6:30 p.m.

Services of healing have a strong biblical heritage.  Anointing and the laying on of hands are acts that were understood as closely related to the covenant of faithful love between God and Israel.  In the New Testament, faith, forgiveness of sins, and healing are frequently seen as inseparable – basically as different aspects of the same experience.  Out of mercy and compassion, God works to bring about reconciliation.

As we start a new school year, and the activities of the fall season, it’s important to recognize that we all need the healing power of God’s love in our lives, so join us for this Service of Healing as we seek to be reconciled to God, and to experience God’s healing power.

Contributors’ Reports

Please pick up your contributors’ reports the beginning of October. This saves on the postage.

                               Barbara Reuter

Servers Meet

The Servers will meet in the Horton Lounge on September 26 at 1:00 p.m. The Fall Soup Sale will be held October 14 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Southtowns Cluster Dinner  

Sunday, Sept 24th @ Faith UCC, Boston
You are invited to the Southtowns Cluster Dinner. The gathering begins with refreshments at 5:30, followed by dinner at 6:00 p.m.

Immediately following dinner will be a presentation on the work being done in Florida to help rebuild after Hurricane Charlie.  Darlene De Pasquale and Edie Anderson from 1st. Congregational and Pastor Jim Reidling from St. John’s will lead the program. 

The cost is $15.00, and paid reservations must be made to the office by September 17th.
“SHELTER FOR THE SPIRITUALLY HOMELESS – GOD IS STILL SPEAKING” 

The United Church of Christ begins its year long 50th Anniversary Celebration in November. The program will continue through November 2007. For more information on the 50th Anniversary and U.CC. history, go to ucc.org/50
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All You Ever Need To Know
One aged grandmother, who never attended school, gave her granddaughter a slip of paper with the grandmother's version of the advice she would need to lead a good life. What she wrote is a valuable reminder for all of us: "Wash what is dirty. Water what is dry. Heal what is wounded. Warm what is cold. Guide what goes off the road. And love people who are the least lovable, because they need it the most."
--From Rev. Matlack’s sermon “Time Enough” 7/23/06

Coffee Hour

The new Coffee Hour sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. Buzz Rust (649-8140) and Sue Martinez (825-6682) will be overseeing Coffee Hour. Please take a few moments and look to see which week(s) you would like to choose. This is a good way to meet and talk to old and new friends!

Patty Jensen
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Youth Board Meeting

Tuesday, September 26

6:30 p.m. in the Resource Room

Middle High Youth Group

Vicky Loretto has agreed to serve as Middle High Youth Group leader. Please remember to check the bulletin as well as the Youth bulletin board and newsletter for more information regarding upcoming events.

Senior High Youth Group

Donna & Bill Schumacher and Rita Los have agreed to continue working with the Senior High Youth Program at St. James. Please remember to check the Youth Bulletin Board as well as the weekly church bulletin and the monthly newsletter for details concerning upcoming Senior High Youth activities.

*A Note To Parents & Church Members

If you are willing to donate your time and talents to help with the youth program, please speak to Karen Reinagel. We have jobs for all interests and talents, from volunteering to run a youth activity to chaperoning events or providing transportation for events. Get involved for the kids, get involved for yourself!
W  A  N  T  E  D     
A Fridge For The Youth House

The youth house needs a refrigerator/freezer. We donated our old fridge to TLC because it didn’t have a freezer section. We would love to be able to keep items like ice cubes, ice cream and freezer pops, meats and sauces for our activities. Let Karen know if you have ideas about where to get one for free via donation, or to purchase one at a reasonable price.

Coffee Can Collection

The youth are collecting empty standard-size coffee cans (13 oz) for their various fundraising efforts such as the Theme Basket Social. Please place any empty, washed coffee cans in the box under the Christian Education Bulletin Display area.

Our House: A Very, Very, Fine House

The youth of St. James are responsible for the care and upkeep of the Youth House. A special Thank You to all that have supported their efforts via financial donations, mowing the lawn in the summer, shoveling snow in the winter, donating paper recycling materials to the Paper Retriever program, donating to the St. Pauly’s Clothing Shed, bringing bottles and cans so the youth can return them for the deposit money, or for supporting our many fund-raisers. I have seen Michael Walling mowing the lawn this summer as well as Cory and Chad Los Schumacher, Joyce Bartholomew and Pastor Alva trimming bushes, and Nick Reinagel and Rev. Bob have helped by moving items. It doesn’t have to be just the youth doing all the labor – they’ll gladly share the labor! Please call the office if you are interested in helping out. We have a special group of youth at St. James and your continued support of their efforts warms the heart and helps them pay the bills.

Mid Atlantic Regional Youth Event 

The event was held at the University of Delaware from July 13 –16. Donna & Bill Schumacher served as chaperones and took a group of 6 youth (Ashley & Ryan Houghton, Dan & Erica Jackson, Matthew Karn and Hannah Rowland) along with them. They all had a wonderful time and came back with great ideas to share with our youth program at St. James.  Feel free to stop them and ask them about their experience when you see them. Thank you to Donna & Bill for volunteering your time and talents.
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15th
What if you could make a difference? What if you could feed hungry people? What if you could help stock food pantries? What if you could aid and comfort those lives torn apart by disasters? What if you could provide tools to help people become self-sufficient and strong? What if you could give relief to refugees in times of political upheaval? And what if all you had to do to make these things happen was…take a walk? YOU CAN!

Join the CROP walk!

Walkers will step out all over WNY this fall! One quarter of every dollar raised in the CROP walk will return to WNY communities for local hunger programs. CROP walks help to support food pantries, Meals on Wheels, meal sites, and Food For All in WNY.

Sponsor a walker, or be a walker yourself. Pledge information will be posted on the Bulletin Board. See Karen for more information

Summer Church School & Child Care

A special thank you to all who volunteered to help with the summer CE program. The children enjoyed the activities that were provided for them during the summer months. The following is a list of volunteers: Karyn, Beth & Jennifer Bimber, Patty Jensen, Karen Touris, Kathy Hoock, Amy Whitworth, Nancy Redeye, Jennifer Obrochta, Heidi & Michael Walling, Laurie & Matthew Karn, Alley Adymy, Robin Lindstrom, Gay Lynn Nelson, Margaret Stuhr, Emily Rust, Gary and Deb Chalker, and Pastor Alva. Thank you to the parents who brought their children to church during the summer months and for sharing them with us.
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I wish to thank the Servers and especially Jennie Altes for the lovely prayer shawl.  It was nice to be remembered, and I will treasure it forever.  I keep it near me at all times.

Dorothy Mueller

```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````

Thank you to Brownie Troop 949 for planting the beautiful inpatients and also to Horst Kirsten for watering and taking care of them.

Patty Jensen

To my friends at St. James,

     I wish to thank you all for the get-well cards I have received. Cards and smiles are much appreciated.
Dorothy Shadle
 (Thank You Continued)

To St. James Church School Summer Session,

I really appreciated the get well card created for me by the children of Summer Sunday School.

Dorothy Shadle

My thanks to the office staff, Nancy & Patty, for all their help in keeping the Church Office running so smoothly.

Also, many thanks to Heidi Walling for her efforts in leading the 9 a.m. morning Bible Study.

Norma Monckton

A Word from the Editor

When taking over a new job, particularly of the volunteer variety, one is struck by learning how many people are relieved they don’t have to do it. The newsletter was just such a case, and I couldn’t be happier. As a lifelong member of St. James, editing this newsletter has been a dream as long as I can recall, and I’m savoring the opportunity.

This dream would be a very big nightmare if not for the guidance and support of Nancy Weimer. I’m thankful for her input, and welcome each note that I’m using too much ink!

Of course, what I’m doing is simply building on the great work of Linda Meyer, my predecessor who made it look so easy month to month.

Lastly, the biggest thanks go to you, the far- and not-so-far-flung members of St. James, not only for reading, but also for contributing to your Connector. If you have something to contribute, please leave it in the Connector mailbox in the office, be it an idea, a poem or what have you. Like all other programs at St. James, the Connector is not just about information and communication, but about participation as well. Get involved!

I welcome your advice and suggestions about what you’d like your newsletter to be. You can always get me direct at 825-0794, or thadeenz97@verizon.net.

Jeff
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	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	1
	2

9 – Property

6:30 – Worship



	3

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School & Ice Cream Social


	4
	5

No Board of CE
	6
	7

10 – Bible Study

7 – TLC Board
	8
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	9

Landscape Planting Day  - all day starting at 9:00 am

6:30 – Healing Service

	10

10 – Worship

10:30 – Opening of Church School – Ice Cream Social
	11

7 – Church Council
	12

9:30 – Sewing Mission


	13

6:30 – 8:30 Choir & Chow Night
	14

No Bible Study
	15

Newsletter Deadline

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	16

9 – Property

6:30 - Worship

	17

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School

After Worship – Landscape Dedication 
	18

18th – 20th   Dalai Lama

Visits WNY 
	19


	20


	21

10 – Bible Study
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	22


	23

6:30 - Worship

	24

10 – Worship

10:30 – Church School

After Church ACT Information Session

5:30 – Southtowns Cluster Dinner
	25
	26

1 – Servers

6:30 – Youth Board
	27
	28

10 – Bible Study
	29

7 – Women’s Bible Study
	30

6:30 - Worship


SPEAKING MONEY

The St. James Financial Forum

Now is the time to ACT (Automate Contributions Today)!

I actually like writing checks and stuffing envelopes.  It gives me something exciting to do while watching baseball on TV.

But these days many people find it a chore.  And they don’t like having to go to ATMs to get cash either.  They’d rather just have all their bills paid automatically.

Soon you will also be able to make your contributions to St. James automatically through regular deductions from your bank checking or savings account.  This is an optional program and you are certainly free to continue writing checks and bringing cash to church.

The Benefits of Automatic Giving for You Are:

· The satisfaction of giving to God first.

· Allows you to contribute even when away and makes it easier to fulfill your stewardship commitment.

· You can’t forget!

· Helps organize your personal budget.

· Safer than bringing cash or checks to church.

The Benefits for St. James Will Be:

· Makes cash flows more predictable which helps budget planning.

· More pledges are fulfilled and reminder letters are needed less.

· Less cash to count on Sundays.

· Less cash and checks to carry to the bank.

To ACT you will simply fill out a form to indicate the amount of your periodic deduction and any other special contributions you wish to make (e.g., Blanket Sunday, Veterans of the Cross, etc.).  You can change your choices or stop participation at any time by completing a new form.  And it costs you nothing at all!

Look for more information on church bulletin boards and consider attending an information session that will be held after church on September 24th.  Signup forms will also be included in the next newsletter.

St. James Budget Summary:

    2006 Beginning Operating Fund Balance                     ($3,010.85)

    Advance Pledges Received in 2005 for 2006                  7,368.00

    2006 YTD Income                                                         109,912.73

    2006 YTD Expenses                                                    (119,325.13)

    Balance as of 7/26/2006                                                ($5,055.25)









Bud Jet
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News From TLC

Just wanted to share some great news with you. TLC has been awarded a $15,000.00 Health & Safety Grant from the New York State Office of Child & Family Services. This grant has been anticipated for many months, so we are very happy to finally have it come to fruition. The grant money will be used for improvements in the kitchen area with a new fire suppression system; new commercial refrigerator and other needed updates.

With fall approaching we are now enrolling children in preschool and school age classes. Our infant and toddler rooms are presently full and each has a waiting list. I would like to share a special letter received from a family attending TLC. It certainly is rewarding when all the diligence is noticed and appreciated.

Patty,

Enclosed is an excerpt from a book entitled The Wonder of Boys. It’s a section on day care and how it reflects what the author calls a child’s “second family.” I thought of TLC when I read it, especially when he says that in a day care “with the many voices teaching the child, the child hears echoes of values, wisdom, and self-worth. The child has more than one or two caregivers whom he or she can trust when she is feeling hurt, confused or lost. Children are being raised by a community so they feel inherently comfortable…if we send our kids to second families, they will feel loved.”

     We are so thankful and proud of the fantastic “second family” that you and your 

wonderful staff provide. How lucky we are that our children have several “moms,” all of whom take care and love them as their own.

     Please let your staff know what a tremendous—and lifelong—impact they are having on the children and families they serve. We see and feel it every day. It’s clear that all of you enjoy and love what you do a great deal.

Drew & Mary Beiter, Mitchell and Margaret

We look forward to a fun and exciting new school year.

Patty Connors

Director

CHURCH REGISTER
Food Pantry

September3 – noodles & Macaroni
September 10 – paper products, paper towels, napkins, toilet paper, tissue

September 17 –Jell-O & pudding mixes
September 24 – Bisquick and bread mixes
Deaths

Kenneth H. Kubli

Born: October 17, 1916

Died: May 22, 2006

Service: May 27, 2006

Baptisms

Samantha Rose Bella

Born: April 14, 2006

Baptized: July 1, 2006

Parents: Al & Roslyn Bella

Hailey Marie Cooper

Born: April 26, 2006

Baptized: August 6, 2006

Parents: Tara & Eric Cooper

Weddings

David L. Hojsan & Rachael M. Strader

Married: May 27, 2006
Todd Michael Zawadski & Pamela Lynn Westlake

Married: June 10, 2006
Mark J. De Carlo & Michelle A. Golata

Married: July 8, 2006

Gary Krypel & Antionetta Mucilli

Married: July 22, 2006

DUNKIRK CONFERENCE CENTER

What a great year to attend camp, the weather was great.  We had 10 people sign-up to attend camp over the summer and gave out over $700 in scholarship money.  We also had a few campers that brought a friend along with them.  There are many opportunities available at Dunkirk Conference Center and I hope when next year’s camping season rolls around you will take the time to check out what is going on at Dunkirk.  If you are interested in learning more about the camping experience at Dunkirk you can always speak to Michael Walling, Ryan Houghton, Sara Jensen, Emily Jensen, Matthew Karn, Dan Jackson, Brittany Reinagel, Kevin Gilgallon, Spencer Rubeck or Marie Newman since they know first hand what it’s all about.

Dunkirk Conference Center is holding its 

Annual Dinner and Recognition of their

Volunteer of the Year on Friday, Nov. 3, 

2006 at Salvatore’s Italian Garden. The cost

 is $25 per person.  The evening begins at 6

 p.m. with a social hour followed by 

dinner at 7 p.m.  There will be entertainment 

at 8 p.m.  Check the bulletin board for more 

details and a copy of the reservation which 

must be mailed back with your choice of 

dinner.

Why Go To Church?

A Churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday:

"I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all."

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:

“I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this.. They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" 

When you are DOWN to nothing.... God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

                                                                                        *Submitted by Karen Reinagel

                               St. James 

                    United Church of Christ

            76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075


                    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor" column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher:

“I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know this.. They all nourished me and gave me the strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!" 

When you are DOWN to nothing.... God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

                                                                                        *Submitted by Karen Reinagel
The St. James Connector                     September 2006


                                                                                                                             Editor:  Jeffrey Dean
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Church Office Hours:





The church office expects to be open Monday-Friday from 9-12 and 1-3.  





If you call and the answering machine picks up, please leave your name and phone number if you want to speak with someone and we will return your call.





We are not notified by the hospital when someone is in the hospital.





When you or someone you know is ill or struggling with a personal issue and would like a call or visit, please let the church office know.  We only know of a need if and when someone lets us know directly.





Thank you, 


The Office Staff


 





Fall Church School Kick Off &


Annual Ice Cream Social


Sunday, September 10th





�








�Sept. 10-16 is the celebration of the 12th annual National Assisted Living Week beginning Sept. 10 on Grandparent’s Day.





One of the major issues facing all of us these days as our life spans get longer is the question of alternative housing.  It is important to begin to think about this possibility before it becomes a necessity.  The better informed we are about the health care related needs we have, the better prepared to make these tough decisions, with less stress and hassle for all involved.





September is Prostate Health Month.  All males over 50 must have regular screenings.  For more information check out � HYPERLINK "http://www.prostatehealth.com" ��www.prostatehealth.com�.





Gaining 22 pounds increased a woman’s risk of breast cancer by 18 percent, according to a study in the Journal of the American Medical Association.  Women who lost the same amount lowered their risk by 57 percent, however.  The study tracked 87,000 women between the ages of 30 and 55 for 26 years.  Losing weight, ever after menopause significantly decreased the chance of breast cancer.  But age was still the main risk factor for developing the disease, the study concluded.





A new study by the Centers for Disease Control and prevention concluded that a global flu pandemic would not result from simple genetic mutations to the A (H5N1) subtype of the avian influenza virus.  Despite this finding, researchers warned the virus could still convert into a strain transmissible from person to person.





There is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke, according to a new report issued by the U.S. Surgeon General.  Nonsmokers exposed to secondhand smoke at home or work increase their risk of developing heart disease by 25 percent to 30 percent and lung cancer by 20 percent to 30 percent.  Nearly half of all nonsmoking Americans are still regularly exposed to secondhand smoke.  Exposure to secondhand smoke also causes sudden infant death syndrome, respiratory problems, ear infections, and asthma attacks in infants and children, according to the report.





PARISH NURSE
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