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Lent Begins March 1st

Lent is a penitential season of the year, which begins on Ash Wednesday and consists of forty days (excluding Sundays).  The term lent is derived from roots that mean to lengthen.  The Lenten season points to the spring of the year and to the increasing daylight hours which spring brings.

We begin Lent with our traditional Ash Wednesday Service (March 1st at 7:30 p.m.).  During the moving ancient ceremony, ashes (from which Ash Wednesday gets its name) are placed on the foreheads of the faithful in the sign of the cross.  During that special moment these words from Genesis are spoken: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Let’s begin Lent in appropriate fashion – by coming to God in worship and spirit of repentance!
We will have a potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. (bring a dish to share and your own place settings), followed by worship at 7:30 p.m.  Please join us for this special service!  Please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board.

Southtowns Cluster Lenten Services

For many years our Southtowns Cluster of UCC Churches have jointly held Wednesday evening Lenten Services.  These services provide us with an opportunity to engage in a special Lenten discipline of worshiping in the middle of the week to help us really prepare ourselves for the good news of Easter.  In addition, these services provide us with a wonderful opportunity to meet and spend time with members of our sister churches in the Southtowns Cluster.

The schedule is the same each week.  We have a potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. (bring a dish to share and your own place settings), followed by worship at 7:30 p.m.  Please join us for these special services!

Date
Church

Sermon Given By:

March 8
Faith UCC, Boston
Rev. Bob Matlack 

March 15
St. James UCC, Hamburg
Rev. Jack Bacon

March 22
St. John’s UCC, Eden
Rev. Gary Burdick 

March 29
First Congregational UCC, Angola
Rev. Thomas Burian 

April 5
Trinity UCC, Gowanda
Rev. Jim Reidling 
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Saturday, March 11, 2006

Our quarterly healing service will be held on Saturday, March 11th  at 6:30 p.m.  Once again, we will be using a traditional liturgy of healing.  Those attending will be invited to come forward and be anointed with oil on their own behalf or on behalf of a loved one who needs God’s healing power.

St. James Scholarships
Due by Thursday, June 1st

Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.  Applications include a list of guidelines.

Applications for both scholarships must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, JUNE 1st .
World Day of Prayer

Friday March 3rd -
1:30 p.m.

The ecumenical World Day of Prayer Service for Hamburg and West Seneca will be at St. Matthew’s UCC, S51289 McKinley Parkway.  All women are invited.

Women’s Bible Study
Friday Evenings 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

We have been studying “From Mary to Lydia”, Letting New Testament Women Speak to Us by Nell W. Mohney.  We would love to have all women join us.

Prayer Shawls & Fleece Hats

The ladies of St. James have knitted and distributed a number of prayer shawls to people within the congregation and the wider community.  We are also busy making fleece hats for cancer patients and those in need.  If you know of someone, either at St. James or in the community that is in need of a prayer shawl or a fleece hat please contact Joann Roberts or Alva Looze.

Are You Interested in Going on A Hurricane Disaster Response Mission Trip to Florida?

The UCC and DC have scheduled trips to Florida to help in the hurricane disaster.  The scheduled trips are:  March 5-12, led by Rick Cowles; April 2-9, led by Michael Caine; and May 21-28, led by Marian Schearer.  

For more information and registration forms contact Beth Whitham at 315-446-3073 or secretary@uccny.org
How About a Trip to South Africa August 17-31, 2006

Sponsored by the Commission on the Global Church, NY Conference U.C.C.

For information please contact the trip coordinator: Rev. Rick Cowles at 315-622-4233 or by e-mail: cowls@uccny.org
SCRAP CAMP MEMORANZA

March 24 - 26th 

Are you interested in going to camp for a weekend of scrap booking?  There is a weekend at Dunkirk Conference Center on March 24, 25 & 26th.  
See Alva for registration forms.

Annual Rummage Sale
Thursday, March 23rd – Setup & Pricing

Friday, March 24th – 


Preview Night – 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. - $1.00 donation

Saturday, March 25th – Rummage Sale


9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 26th – Bag Sale after Church
Mark the above dates on your calendar and let the cleaning begin!  Sign-up sheets will be on posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge in February.

We will be accepting your usable treasurers beginning Saturday, March 18th through Thursday, March 23rd.

Anyone interested in helping should sign-up on the bulletin board or talk to Patty Jensen (649-6171).  Workers are needed, as well as people to bake for the bake sale, which is held at the same time as the Rummage Sale.

We are looking for someone to oversee the removal of leftover items and clean up of the Assembly Hall on March 26th. There will be a sign-up sheet for those interested.

Many hands make light work!

Servers Fellowship Group
March 28th – Horton Lounge

All women of St. James are encouraged to come.  A business meeting will be held and refreshments served.

The April 25th meeting will be held at ZJ’s Restaurant.
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Sewing Mission Group

Tuesday, March 14th 
9:30 a.m.

We will be meeting in the Assembly Hall as usual.  Bring a bag lunch, and save room for dessert made by Ellie Foit!  Beverages will be provided also.

Sewers are always welcome to the group of if anyone prefers to obtain Lap Throw Kits to do simple sewing at home, please contact Laura Zittel (649-5820).

The chux pad assembly is done as a group and no sewing skills are needed.

Needed:  Someone to Oversee Coffee Hour
We are in need of someone to take on the task of overseeing the weekly coffee hour.  While I have enjoyed doing this I now have other commitments that need my attention.

I will continue to serve in this capacity until the end of May.  We will need someone to take over beginning in September.  Anyone interested can contact me, Patty Jensen, at 649-6171 or 648-3728.  


From the Music Director

All the choirs are working hard to prepare music for Lent, Palm Sunday and Easter.  The Chancel choir will be singing some of their old favorites in the next few months.  Be sure you don’t miss these wonderful selections. If you have a favorite anthem, please let us know, and we will work it into our schedule. 

 March will be especially busy for the Chancel Choir as they prepare for Ash Wednesday and the Cluster Service in addition to their Sunday schedule. In April, be sure to attend the Tenebrae service on Maundy Thursday.  

Here is a synopsis of information about upcoming events and highlights during March and April:

· The Ash Wednesday service will feature two golden “oldies,” the Ave Verum by Mozart and God So Loved the World by Stainer.

· In April, we will welcome Alicia Herbert as cellist to accompany the choir for a haunting Lenten piece, Out of the Depths from the Rutter Requiem.
· The Youth and Chapel Choirs will sing on Palm Sunday and hand out the traditional palm branches to the congregation.

· The Chancel Choir is preparing special music for the Tenebrae service on Maundy Thursday.

· The Chancel Choir will sing on Easter and provide special music for that service.

· There will be no rehearsals the week immediately following Easter Sunday, as that is the spring break for many schools.

· Choir Awards Sunday is April 30th.   Please be sure that all choristers are at the service to receive their choir awards and acknowledgement for another year well-done!

· Youth Choir will present a medley from Phantom of The Opera by Andrew Lloyd-Webber following the service on April 30th at the Teacher Recognition Luncheon.  We have a real “phantom” in the choir.  You must come to hear his insidious laugh.  You will never forget it!  See you in the assembly hall at 11:15 for this special treat.

Thanks to everyone who has supported the choirs in any way!  The Lord will bless you!

Peace, 

Margaret
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	March 5th  - St. James’ Deadline for Dunkirk Camps Super Early Bird Registration
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	1

6:30 Potluck

7:30 Ash Wednesday 

        Service
	2

10 Bible Study on 

     Romans

7 pm TLC Board
	3

1:30 World Day of 

        Prayer

7-8:30 Women’s Bible

         Study
	4

9am Property

6:30pm Worship

	5

9:30 Chancel Warm-up

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

7 Confirmation


	6
	7

7pm Board of CE


	8

7:30 Cluster Lenten Service-Faith Boston

Rev. Bob Matlack preaching
	9

10 Bible Study on 

     Romans


	10

7-8:30 Women’s Bible 

      Study

3/10-3/12   NYS Youth

                    Event
	11

6:30pm Healing

     Service

	12

9:30 Chancel Warm-up

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal
	13

7pm Church Council
	14

9:30am SewingMission

6:30pm Tuesday 

      Family Night


	15

Newsletter Deadline

7:30 Cluster Lenten Service-St. James

Rev. Jack Bacon preaching
	16

10 Bible Study on 

     Romans


	17

7-8:30 Women’s Bible

        Study

                   
	18

9am Property

6:30pm Worship

	19

9:30 Chapel Warm-up

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

7 Confirmation
	20


	21
	22

7:30 Cluster Lenten Service-St. Johns Eden

Rev. Gary Burdick preaching
	23

10 Bible Study on 

     Romans

Rummage Sale All Day

    Set Up & Pricing

 
	24

7-8:30 Women’s Bible

         Study

5:30 - 9pm 

       Rummage Sale
	25

9-3pm Rummage Sale

6:30pm Worship

	26

9:30 Youth Warm-up

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

Bag Sale & Clean Up
	27
	28

1pm Servers

6:30pm Youth Board and assemble baskets for Theme Basket Social


	29

7:30 Cluster Lenten Service - First Congregational Angola

Rev. Thomas Burian preaching
	30

No Bible Study
	31

7-8:30 Women’s Bible 

         Study
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Annual  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Theme Basket Social & 

[image: image9.wmf]Spaghetti Dinner

The Youth of St. James will be hosting their annual Theme Basket Social on Sunday, April 2nd.  Along with the Social will be a spaghetti dinner.  The event will run from 11am - 6pm.  The spaghetti dinner includes delicious homemade sauce with meatballs, tossed salad, bread and butter, dessert and a beverage.  Pre-sale tickets are $7.00 for adults, $4.00 for children ages 5 to 12 and children under 5 are free.  Tickets the day of the event are $7.50 for adults; $4.50 for children ages 5 to 12; and under 5 are $1.00.  Take outs will be available.  

If you purchase a dinner you will receive a passport and 3 tickets for the Theme Basket Auction.  Those who wish to attend the social but not the dinner may purchase a passport for $5.00, which will include dessert and a beverage along with the 3 tickets for the Theme Basket Auction. 

People who attend the Saturday evening service will also be able to view and purchase tickets for the Theme Basket Social following the Saturday Evening Service on Saturday, April 1st.  Winners of the baskets will be announced during the last hour of the event on Sunday.  Winners need not be present to win. 

If you would be interested in helping the youth in this fund-raising event please speak to Pam Wilson, Cher Kramer, Karen Reinagel or sign-up on the bulletin board and indicate what you are willing to do (donate basket or items, bake, set-up, clean-up, etc.) This is one of the youth’s major fund-raisers and we need your help and participation.     

Tuesday Family Night

March 14th 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Consider joining us the second Tuesday of each month for Pizza, Salad, Beverage and Dessert, along with great conversation and a fun time.  It’s a chance to visit with other parents while your children attend choir, or just a chance to get out of the house and let the pizzeria do the cooking.  Any questions speak to Karen Reinagel.
Souper Bowl of Caring

This is the second year that the church school program at St. James has participated in this event.  In Feb. 2005 we raised $135.00.  This year we raised $300.55 and legacy granted us another $135.00, which brings our total to $435.55.  This is a great effort on the part of the teachers, the congregation and all that helped in anyway to make this mission project become a reality. 

When the children arrive at their class on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday they have a soup pot filled with decorations sitting on the table.  They are given ½ hour to decorate the soup pot.  When the church service ends the classes all go to their assigned areas to collect donations.  They bang their pots with spoons, shake any change that is in the pot or decorate themselves and hassle people until they donate something.  This year, our 2nd & 3rd grade classes were assigned to cover the area just outside the sanctuary.  They were amazed when they looked into their soup pot and saw that someone had put a $100.00 bill into the pot.  They have no idea who donated the money because as people are walking past they just drop the donations into the soup pots.  The class was thrilled and very proud because with that donation their class raised $165.00 and that was the most money for any of the classes.  We totaled just over $300.00 for this year and that is more than double what we collected our first year.  The person that placed that $100.00 bill in the soup pot taught the 2nd & 3rd grade classes a very valuable lesson.  “It is more blessed to give, than to receive.”  Did you know “God Love a Cheerful Giver.”  

This year it was decided after the votes were counted to send the donation to “Friends of the Night People”.  Thank you for all the support and God Bless the Cheerful Giver.  

If you would like more information on The Souper Bowl of Caring and to see our success story on their website just log onto www.souperbowl.org.
Meditative Lenten Walk – 
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Walk the Easter Path

During the Lenten Season you are invited to discover and explore the steps that Jesus walked, following in his footsteps. Footsteps that were marked on Earth long ago but continue to lead us today.  During the Lenten season there will be a series of stations for everyone to explore.  Each of the stations will have symbols and reminders to stop and look at and reflect on the path that Jesus walked.  Please take the time to visit the stations alone, or with your family or class.  Stop, pray and reflect on the meaning of each station.  The walk will be made available through out the Lenten season until a week following Easter.

The Gospel of John - DVD

The DVD has been returned and it will be available for people to borrow.  I recommend watching this DVD, particularly during the Lenten season.

The Auxiliary of the Dunkirk Conference Center, Inc.
The Auxiliary was organized in May 1932 by a group of women to provide support for the Evangelical Conference Grounds at Dunkirk, NY.  The membership dues became a gift to the camp.  The camp then has been able to use the gift money for dining tables, floor, and ceiling fans, kitchen equipment, smoke alarms, gas line repairs, paint, ramps for handicap accessibility, playground equipment and more.

Heidi Walling (the key person for the Auxiliary from St. James) has placed envelopes on the back table in the Sanctuary with cards in them.  As you enter for worship, please take one, fill out the name and address portion, and keep the receipt portion for yourself.  Enclose $2.00 per individual or $5.00 per family, make checks payable to “The Dunkirk Auxiliary”.  Place the envelope in the offering plate.  This is an annual membership drive.  The membership includes receiving the “Spirit Newsletter”.


Other churches that have participated in the past are:  Zion UCC, Christ UCC, Kenmore UCC, Faith Williamsville UCC, Cleveland Heights Christian, Epiphany UCC, St. Matthews UCC and others.

You may be asking yourself, “When would I use the Dunkirk Conference Center?”  Traditionally, St. James Day (our church picnic which is held the first Sunday in June) is held at DCC.  Rain or shine we have a wonderful time.  If we have to, we move indoors to a warm heated building that still allows us to celebrate in picnic style.  Also, in the summer months there are numerous camps to attend for ages 7 to 100+, children’s families, or groups.  St. James also sponsors a cabin at Dunkirk, which is maintained by members of our congregation.  Funds to make repairs and updates come from the annual rummage sale.  So, yes, we have plenty of opportunities throughout the summer/year to make use of this great facility. 

In advance Thank You for becoming a member of “The Auxiliary” for 2006 and enjoy your visits to the Dunkirk Conference Center. 

Western Area Youth Winter Retreat (WAY)

Donna Schumacher and several of our youth attended the Winter Retreat held at Faith, Boston the weekend of Feb. 24th - 26th.  The theme for the weekend was “Frozen February Frolic for Health”. There were speakers on health related topics and a fun time was had by all.

WAY - Work Weekend

When: May 19th - 21st
Where: Dunkirk Conference Center

Who:
Western Assoc. Of Youth of United Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

What: Help prepare Dunkirk for the upcoming

camping season
If interested in attending talk to Karen.
New York State Youth Event for Youth in Grades 9th through 12th
March 10th - 12th
Watson Homestead

Painted Post, NY

Theme: Challenges

This year’s theme is Challenges.  The agenda includes workshops dealing with challenges that we face in everyday life.  For more information check out the website www.uccny.org .  Consider attending along with over 200 other youth from all over New York State for fun and fellowship.  

The cost for this event is $115.00 plus travel and transportation costs.  One-half of the fee is covered by funds from Christian Education and the parents or the youth attending pay for the other half.  The deadline for applications is Feb. 25th so that means the St. James deadline is Feb. 15th.  If you are still interested and it is after the deadline talk to Karen and she will check to see if there is still room.

This year Mr. Tim Farewell, youth pastor from Briarcliff UCC, will be the keynote speaker.  Now, after 20 years as a successful Broadway Actor, Tim is working on his Masters of Divinity at Union Theological Seminary in NYC.  He brings his extraordinary creativity and enthusiasm to this year’s State Youth Event.  There will be over 15 workshops and activities with choices ranging from the ever popular music workshops to AIDS awareness, a Labyrinth, Bias Awareness, Youth Mission opportunities, and many more. 

There will also be the ever popular dance on Saturday night, as well as Bible studies and creative worship.  Bring your own musical instruments if you wish and do not forget the beautiful indoor pool.

Dunkirk Conference Center Summer Camps - Theme for 2006 is “Peace Talks”

Think Summer - Think Dunkirk
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Summer is on its way, and it’s time to register your child, your family or yourself to attend a camp at this non-profit center that is committed to enrich the lives of children, youth and adults in a Christian environment.   The camp has a very dedicated staff of volunteer directors and counselors that are to be commended for their long hours and untiring efforts.  They are special people who enjoy working with our youth who are our leaders of tomorrow.  The conference center is accessible for the physically disabled.  Five cabins are equipped with ramps, four with special lavatory facilities.  If you would like to learn more about the center go to www.dunkirkcc.org or speak to Karen Reinagel.


“Peace Talks”, the theme for this year has many definitions.  The scripture for each Daily Discovery gives a different way of understanding peace.  Some are very personal others emphasize the community.  Some talk about the inner life, others focus on the world.  Each is a part of God’s desire for humankind.  God wants us to live together in unity and harmony - spiritually, emotionally, socially, and politically.  Come and enlarge your understanding of peace and grow as the community of peace that God desires.    


Registration forms can be found outside the CE office and also on display near the lounge bulletin board.  The Super Early Bird Deadline set by the Conference Center is March 15th, so in order to get the check printed up and to the Center on time our deadline at St. James is Sunday, March 5th.  The next deadline for Dunkirk is the Early Bird rate by April 15th and for St. James, Sunday, April 5th.  After April 15th the cost is the full rate.

Children who will enter 2nd grade in the fall of 2006 are eligible to register as first time campers.  This is a shorter camp, which is geared for first time campers.  Camps are available for elementary, middle & senior high school, post high, youth, women and families.


St. James offers a scholarship to all campers from St. James.  The scholarship covers one-third of the cost of the March Super Early Bird registration.  All camping registration forms and monies are to be handed into the church office. (Nancy Weimer).  

Paula Pfister Dessert Auction

Sunday, April 9th during coffee hour in the Assembly Hall

It’s time for the spring cleaning of your rolling pins and pie plates and the Paula Pfister Dessert Auction.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board to bring a dessert to be bid on for this worthwhile event.  Paula Pfister was Director of Christian Education during the 80's and we hold a pie/dessert auction twice a year to raise funds for a scholarship that is in honor of her memory.  The scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors that have worked/volunteered during their four years of high school in the Christian Education program at St. James, either as a church school teacher, assistant or CE office assistant.  Paula was a wonderful person and this is a wonderful way to honor her memory.

Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarships

Graduating high school seniors who have served in the Christian Education program at St. James during their high school years, including their senior year, are eligible to apply for the Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship.  Applications are now available in the rack outside the church office door.  Completed applications must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, JUNE 1ST.

Youth Fund-Raising Efforts

The youth are still holding their can and bottle recycling drive.  They are also continuing with the paper recycling drive.  So remember keep those cans, bottles and paper coming.  Thank you for supporting the youth fund-raisers.





Hurricane Committee Update

It has been three months since Jeff Jones and his grandson Damian moved into the Youth House.  Jeff lost everything to Hurricane Katrina.  As I write this article for the March newsletter Jeff is traveling by bus back to Mississippi to explore his options of getting a job in the construction field back near where his home was ruined by the hurricane.  His grandson is back in Mississippi with his mom and she is expecting another baby in about a month.  Jeff wants to stay close to his grandson and feels that he will be able to get a job and rebuild his life.  The offer of the Youth House to Jeff was a good thing.  We can be proud that we helped someone in need.  We can be proud of the Youth in our congregation for stepping forward and looking beyond what they want and have and thinking of someone else and what they could do to help out.  The Youth will now move on and re-assess what role the Youth House will play in the future.  We ask your prayers and support as we make some decisions.  Thank you to everyone who helped in supporting the effort with housing Jeff and his grandson. Most important, remember, that even though Jeff has headed back to Mississippi that doesn’t mean that all is well and rebuilt.  Hurricane Katrina left great destruction and devastation for many.  It will take years for that area to regroup if ever.  We need to be mindful of this and remember to do what we can to help.  Remember these people in our prayers.



Thank You’s
Thank you to everyone who has been keeping my step-dad (Lenny Tanksi) in his or her prayers.  He has been making progress in his recovery but not without some set backs.  He has a long way to go and your continued prayers are appreciated.  It is difficult for my 80 year old mother (Emily) to get to the hospital as often as she would like so my sister Susan has taken a leave from her job for the next month and is staying with our mom.  I will from time to time be going to visit him in the Albany area and am grateful for the people that have stepped forward to help out in my absence.  My mother was especially grateful for the prayer shawl that I sent her from our congregation. 


Peace,


Karen & Nick Reinagel and our family

Thank you to the Senior High Youth for the beautiful altar flowers.  It was a real pleasure to share our home and snowy hills with you.  St. James can be very proud of its youth.

Hugs!


“Grandpa” Dan and “Grandma” Barb 
Thank you to evryone at St. James for all their prayers and cards.  They were much appreciated.


Barbara Peckham

A room full of roses to the Youth of St. James who put on such a delicious Chili Luncheon in January with such cheerfulness.

I have had the privilege of being a chaperone at St. James Place for them.  (Guess who has the most fun!)  I have said it before and I’ll say it again – St. James has the best Youth Group in or around Hamburg.


Marie Newman


Thanks to everyone for your thoughts, concern and prayers.  God blessed my heart through you and I now have a clean bill of health.

May He bless each and every one of you.


Viola Noel
Thank you to Donna, Bill, Rita and Karen for all they do for the Senior Youth Group.  The time and effort you put into the outings is really appreciated.

Thanks for all your hard work, dedication, time and positive influence you have had on my children.


Laurie Karn
Food Pantry Items
3/05
Hot & Cold Cereal

3/12
Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Stew & Ravioli

3/19
Pancake Mixes & Oatmeal

3/26
Pasta & Pasta Dinner Mixes


Baptisms
Henry Richard Rust

Born:
October 22, 2005

Baptized:
January 1, 2006

Parents:
Jeremy & Kimberly Rust

Gabriella Rosalind Mirando

Born:
October 8, 2005

Baptized:
January 15, 2006

Parents:
Domenic Mirando & Caitlin Whitworth

Cole Andrew Fraass

Born:
December 6, 2005

Baptized:
February 5, 2006

Parents:
Rob & Carol Lee Fraas


                               St. James 

                    United Church of Christ

            76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075


                    ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Thirty Books of the Bible . . . Can You Find Them?

Taken from the St. Peter’s UCC Newsletter; contributed by Debbie Dimmig

There are thirty books of the Bible in these paragraphs.  Can you find them?  This is a most remarkable puzzle.  It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours.  He enjoyed it so much he passed it on to some friends.  One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat.  Another friend studied it while playing his banjo.  Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column.  Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so involving; she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves.

There will be some names that are really easy to spot.  That’s a fact.  Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam; especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized.  Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them at the worst.  Research has shown that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in these paragraphs.

During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record.  The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had seen.  As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, “the books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight.”  Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to be shown.  One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and 

Samuel may occur without their numbers.  Also keep in mind that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal.  A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers.  Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus, there really are thirty books of the Bible lurking somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found.

The St. James Connector	March, 2006


	Editor:  Linda Meyer
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CHARACTER COUNCIL 


OF HAMBURG, INC.





March – TOLERANCE





Tolerance is recognizing and respecting the opinions and practices of those who may be different or unfamiliar to you.  





Seek to understand and appreciate diversity.








Ladies:  Mark Your Calendars!


Servers Ladies Tea


Tuesday, May 23rd 		1:00 p.m.





All ladies are invited and encouraged to bring a friend.  There will be a sign up sheet.  





Rev. Debbie Baxter will be speaking on her Sabbatical to the Lakota Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota.








HINTS FOR HEALTH AND HOPE





Stop global whining, think hope, tell the faith story, hug a child, go fly a kite – literally, pray for someone, smile at a grouch, worship God, laugh out loud, listen to an elder, share peace, be a carrier of hope, get plenty of sleep, celebrate life (from Wheat Ridge Ministries)








Button, Button


Who Has A Button ?





If you have any extra 1” and larger buttons you are looking to part with, please see Ruth Rathman.  





Upcoming dates to mark on your calendars:





Sunday, April 30th – Teachers Appreciation


              Luncheon and Musical Program





Sunday, June 4th – Church Picnic and 


              Service at Dunkirk
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