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	A Message from Bob

Advent is the season of anticipation and preparation, which precedes Christmas. That’s tough for us.  We don’t like to wait.  We want it right now (sort of like the person who prays, “Lord give me patience, AND GIVE IT TO ME RIGHT NOW!”).  During Advent it’s easy for us to get into the decorating and the baking and perhaps the shopping, but most people find that it’s much harder to spend time in reflection and preparing themselves in other ways.  It’s easier when we can feel like we’re doing something, particularly in a season where we feel like there is so much to be done!

Yet Advent isn’t so much about doing, as about our state of being.  It’s a time to really prepare ourselves inside, a time when we need to stop and reflect, to pray and to ask God to really prepare us for the wonder of Christ’s birth. 

This year let’s try to really observe Advent.  Let’s spend some time waiting and preparing, time that really focuses on our spiritual lives and seeks to get us ready to celebrate Christ’s birth in the most meaningful of all ways.  This year, may Advent be a time of really preparing for the wonder of Christmas!

Bob
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Healing Service

Our quarterly Service of Healing will be held on Saturday, December 17th during our normal Saturday evening service.  We will sing carols together and seek the power of Christ’s healing in our lives as we prepare to celebrate Christmas.  Please join us!
Poinsettia Sunday is December 11.  Deadline to order is December 4.
Christmas Eve

7:30 p.m. Family Candlelight Service - There is something for everyone in this celebration.  It includes many favorite carols, a Christmas Story, and of course, communion.

11:00 p.m.  We will welcome Christmas Day with our traditional Candlelight Communion Service.

Christmas Day is a Sunday this year.  How appropriate for us to gather to worship on this most special of days.  Join us at 10 AM for a fun service with a lot of Christmas Carols!




“GOD IS STILL SPEAKING”

St. James U.C.C.

“No matter who you are, where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here”.

It was great to see so many wearing red for “God is Still Speaking” Sunday.  Some of the new poster ads:

“Our doors open extra wide.

After all, Jesus was a carpenter.”

“God gives you a second chance,

Why not give God one?” 

“If you accept Christ,

You accept everyone else too.”

“The question is not just what would Jesus do,

But what will you do?”

 The Evangelism committee is having a sale on their stock of polo shirts $13.00, T-shirts $7.00, and they are taking special orders.  Also, St. James coffee mugs for $5.00   

[image: image10.wmf]Women’s Sewing Mission

Tuesday, December 13th  

Our work session will conclude at 11:30 a.m.  We will then walk to the Promenade for our Christmas Luncheon.  If you are interested in attending the luncheon, please contact Jenny Altes at 649-3284 by December 5th to make your reservation.  

All are welcome at our luncheon and at our work sessions.  Remember, sewing skills are not needed.

Servers Fellowship Group
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There will be no December meeting but hope to see you at the Annual Christmas Party at Michaels on December 5th at 12:30 p.m.; lunch will be at 1:00 p.m.


Registry

Weddings
Christopher M. Reeder and Melissa M. Barnes

Married:
November 12, 2005

Deaths
Revé Kibby

Died:
October 23, 2005

Service:
October 28, 2005

Food Pantry

Dec. 4th
Pancake Mixes & Oatmeal

Dec. 11th
Pasta & Pasta Dinner Mixes

Dec. 18th
Canned & Dry Soups

Dec. 25th
Peanut Butter & Meat Products

Coffee Hour

As the holidays approach and guests from out of town come to worship with us, wouldn’t it be wonderful to welcome them with the aroma of fresh brewed coffee and a bit of conversation?

Please consider signing up for a Sunday or two – we are ALL called to serve!

Thank you.

Mark Your Calendars – 

Collect Your Cast Off Treasures

The St. James Rummage Sale will be March 23-26, 2006

Start collecting together items that still have some life in them because one man’s junk is another’s treasure.

Stay tuned for further information in the January/February Newsletter.
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	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
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	1

No Bible Study

7 TLC Board
	2
	3

9 Property

10 & 12 noon – Gingerbread Workshop

6:30 Worship

	4     Advent

9:30 Youth Warm-up

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

Pot Luck & Workshop

7:30 St. James dedicates Village Nativity Scene
	5

12:30 Server’s Christmas Party at Michael’s with lunch at 1:00
	6

7 Board of CE

Choir Rehearsals:

7:00 Chapel / 7:30 Youth

8:15 Instrumental Ensemble
	7
	8

10 Bible Study
	9

Youth WAY Retreat – return Sunday morning


	10

6:30 Worship

	11    Advent

9:30 Chapel Warm-up

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

11:15 Youth Grp. Meeting

Poinsettia Sunday
	12

8:30 Helping Hands

7 Church Council
	13      

9:30   Sewing Mission & 

      Christmas lunch at the 

      Promenade

6:30 Tues. Family Night

Choir Rehearsals:

7:00 Chapel / 7:30 Youth

8:15 Instrumental Ensem.
	14
	15

10 Bible Study
	16
	17

9 Property

10-12 noon Pageant Rehearsal & pizza party

After Rehearsal – Middle High Holiday Party

6:30 Healing Service

	18     Advent

9:30 Chancel Warm-up

10 Worship and Christmas

     Pageant

11 Chancel Rehearsal

Deadline for Angel/Mitten Tree gifts


	19
	20

No Choir Rehearsals
	21
	22

10 Bible Study
	23
	24   Christmas Eve 

7:00 Youth Warm-up

7:30 Worship

10:30 Chancel Warm-up

11:00 - Worship



	25    Christmas Day
9:30 Chancel Warm-up

10 Worship

No Child Care – room open for parents to use if needed

No Chancel Rehearsal
	26

8:30 Helping Hands
	27

6:30 Youth Board

No Choir Rehearsals
	28

“12 Hours of Christmas”

Sr. High Youth Holiday Party – leave St. James at 11 am – returning 11 pm

At Newcomb’s
	29

No Bible Study
	30
	31

Habitat

6:30 Worship



Notes from the Music Room
We have the Sopra-nose blues!!!!

It was refreshing to get some email responses for last month’s article!   We hope to generate interest in the adult choir this month.  In particular we are in serious need of additional sopra-nose.  I know that is not the way it is spelled, but I thought it would catch your eye.  

A soprano usually sings the melody of a song, although some composers/arrangers try to give variety to music by giving the melody line to different voice parts.   We have asked some Youth Choir members to help us out for December, but can’t expect them to sing in two choirs all of the time.  Their commitment is for Sunday, December 18, and Saturday, December 24, the 11:00 p.m. service.  We would welcome others who could rehearse with us from November 28th until December 18th.   We meet in the choir room after church until 11:45 and would warmly welcome you.  Christmas music is always so uplifting and fuzzy.  Can you spare the time for three 45-minute rehearsals after church?

We have a wonderful choir, but like all of us, people have emergencies, planned vacations and other circumstances that can affect what we do.  When the full choir is available, it has a wonderful sound.  A couple of additional people in each section, especially in the soprano section, would make a big difference.  Can you make a short-term commitment?

Questions?  Get in touch with me mbukkosy@yahoo.com, or the church office!

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone!   A special thank you for all of the members who sang and played instruments during the Advent and Christmas season.

Sincerely,

Margaret Bukkosy



Abigail Reichard – Named Director 

of Christian Education
The following article appeared in the St. John UCC newsletter:

Abigail Reichard is the new Director of CE at St. John UCC in Defiance, Ohio.  “Abby” is a student at Defiance College where she is an Art Education major and Christian Education minor with a 3.96 GPA.

This summer Abby was a full-time intern at The Oasis on West Elm UCC in Lima, Ohio.  Her immediate supervisor was the Rev. Dave Plant.  She coordinated a new ministry program called “The Bridge Coffeehouse.”  She also directed other summer interns and their programming; coordinated a neighborhood survey, summer programming and publicity; was the staff leader for Vacation bible School; researched and compiled information, created and published a new brochure for the church; and continued the congregation’s various ministries through music on Sundays.

Abby has also been a youth leader, vocalist, guitarist, Christian Songwriter, youth Bible study leader, and camp counselor.  She has also been a library assistant at Defiance College.  

In addition to numerous honors including Dean’s List and being a Scholar Athlete recipient, she has been a Co-Captain of the Defiance College Women’s Tennis Team and a published author with her writings.  She has also been active in various community settings with volunteer service.

Abby’s personal interests include reading, singer/song writing, guitar, photography, decorating, religion, painting and personal health.

Needless to say, the personal Committee was impressed with all that Abby has done and the potential for what she could do with us at St. John’ UCC.  We are pleased to welcome Abby as a gifted educator sent to us for her ministry among us.
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WAY Retreat 

When:
Dec. 9 - 11, 2005

Where:
Salem UCC  (Phone#692-3429)


106 Morgan St. (At Main)


Tonawanda, NY 14150

Who:
Western Assoc. of UCC & Disciples of Christ

Topic:
Holiday Outreach

Cost:
Youth $20.00

Advisors: $10.00

Registrations must be postmarked by Nov. 30th or a $5.00 late fee is charged.  Registration forms are available from Karen Reinagel, the bin outside the CE office or the Youth Bulletin Board.  

The retreat will center on baking and decorating Christmas Cookies that will be given to shut-ins.  It should be a fun filled time of fellowship and provide something to give back to the less fortunate during the up-coming Christmas Holiday.  Additionally, there will be some extra curricular activities.  Friday night will be Laser tag at Laser Tron.  Also, as plans are being formed for Saturday to have an outing at one of the following,; Imax Theater, Ghost Light Theater, Riveria Theater or a visit to the Falls Power Vista.  

Come one, come all for an active and stimulating weekend at Salem UCC in Tonawanda, NY. 


Snow Angels Needed

Forecast - snow, snow, and more snow.  Sound familiar?  Winter is just around the corner and the village gets more than its share of snow.  As winter arrives, comes the inevitable chore of keeping sidewalks and driveways clear of snow and ice.

Last year more than 30 youth in the village signed up to be “Snow Angels” and volunteered to provide assistance to village residents who needed assistance during the winter months.  

The National League of Cities recognized the Snow Angel Program as one of the most successful and creative programs from cities and towns across the country.  

The village wants to continue the Snow Angel program again this year and is looking for volunteers to sign up again.  The village tries to match up youths in the same area of the village where the residents have a need.  All arrangements made are between the youth and the resident.  

If you are a youth and interested in participating contact 649-6170 or; ldetzel@villagehamburg.vom - Lynn Detzel or bnye@villagehamburg.com - Recreation Supervisor Bill Nye

It is this service spirit that enables the village to work toward its vision of being the most desirable community in Western New York.  

Where quality of life, afford ability and innovation are the norm.

Christian Education Advent Handouts

Be sure to check out the basket of Advent Handouts near the lounge.  The Board of Christian Education has ordered, “Jesus is Coming,” advent calendars and they are available for pick up so you and your family can begin the count down to Christmas.  

Operation Christmas Child 

Thank you to Mary Beth Earl for overseeing this project.  As of printing time the total boxes donated was not known, but they sure were piling up in the Resource Room.  Thank you to everyone that donated to this worthwhile project.

Sr. High Youth Holiday Party 
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, Dec. 28th for the 12 Hours of Christmas.  Beginning by leaving St. James parking lot at 11AM and returning at 11PM. Plan on traveling to the home of Barb & Dan Newcomb and feasting on Chili and Christmas Cookies and other Christmas delights.  Bring a $10.00 gift exchange (if you’d like to participate in the gift exchange), that can be for male or female (be creative).   Make sure to bring a change of clothing, and remember to bring warm clothing, as we will be playing in the snow.  We look forward to celebrating this special time of year with as many of you (Sr. High) that can make it.  If you can’t come you will be missed, but remember we wish each and everyone one of you a happy holiday season. There is a sign-up sheet and outing forms on the Youth Bulletin Bd.

God Bless,

Karen, Donna & Rita

Middle High Holiday Party

The Middle High will meet to hold their holiday party directly after the pageant rehearsal/party being held on Sat., Dec. 17th.  Please bring a $6.00 gift exchange if you are interested in participating and remember it should be something that male or female could use or would like.  Remember to sign-up on the sheet posted on the Youth Bulletin Board so we know how many to plan for. If you can’t be with us please remember we wish you a happy holiday season.


God Bless,

Karen & Patty

Fundraisers

The combined youth groups of Senior and Middle High are hosting the following fundraisers; please remember to support our efforts.  

Can/Bottles Drive 

This is an on-going drive.  Please continue to drop your bottles/cans at the Youth House on the front porch under the picnic table, which is to the left as you go up the front steps. Please do not block the door as it makes it difficult to get in and out of the house.


Candy Sale 

There are candy bars for sale in the church office for $1.00 each.  Please remember to stop by and pick up a few.  

Paper Recycling 
The Youth are off and running collecting paper in our newly delivered paper retriever located on the lawn to the rear of the Youth House.  The retriever is filling up quickly and that is a good thing.  For every 0-3.99/ton the youth receive $5.00/ton; for every 4 - 7.99 tons the youth receive $15.00/; and for every 8 or more tons the youth receive $20.00/.  The paper retriever bin holds between 1 to 2 tons of paper.  Abitibi Consolidated sends a truck roughly once a month to collect and weigh the paper in the bin.  The truck that comes is equipped with an on-board scale computer.  All pickups are weighed on location.  Once our first pick up is made the youth will begin getting monthly statements along with a check for the amount of paper they have collected.  

Items that can go into the bins are; catalogs, magazines, newspapers, junk mail, office paper, fax paper, notebooks, folders, and flatten cardboard.  NO phone books, or bound books, please.  Also PLEASE DO NOT put cereal boxes, chipboard, milk cartons, soda cartons, or food cartons of any kind in the retriever bin.  Paper from bathroom or kitchen doesn’t make great newsprint.  I have noticed a few people have been putting their paper items in the bin inside a plastic bag.  Please DO NOT put any plastic bags in the bin.  If you bring you items in a plastic bag, please just dump them into the bin and throw the plastic bags away. It’s not fun climbing into the retriever to get the plastic bags out.  If you have questions or would like more information regarding this fund-raiser please feel free to speak to Karen Reinagel.  

150th Anniversary CD/DVDs 

We still have some left.  Make a donation and take home a special gift for some one.  Just stop in the CE office or speak to one of the youth regarding this fund-raiser.

Board of Christian Education
The next meeting will be Tuesday, Dec. 6th at 7:00 p.m. in the Resource Room.  There will be a short meeting and then we will break to enjoy some Christmas Cookies and refreshments.  Anyone willing to bake and bring cookies please speak to Karen.  

Hurricane Katrina Family Moving

Into Youth House
During the week of Nov. 15th Jeff Jones and his grandson Damian moved into the Youth House and will be living there as they try to pick up the pieces of their lives and begin a new. The Youth of St. James have stepped up to the plate and offered the use of this home to help someone less fortunate.  Isn’t it fitting that it is finally coming together as the holidays are upon us!   What a great gift our youth have given.  We should all be proud of them!  Jeff and Damian will be staying at the house and every 3 months we will reassess their need.  The purpose of this mission is to help them begin again and start their lives with a little help from some friends.  

I am writing this article before Jeff & Damian have moved in so I am not sure of all the needs that they might have.  I do however know a few items they need; there is a box in the back hall of church as you go down the steps to exit the building.  Feel free to place in the box any of the following items; tools of any kind (Jeff lost all his in the hurricane), canned goods, paper products, dry goods, cereal, pasta, disposable diapers (I will post the size when I find out, but Damian is about 1 ½ years old), baby wipes, baby shampoo, baby wash, regular shampoo, soap, dishwasher liquid, cleaning products, laundry detergent, fabric softener sheets, washcloths or call me if you have an item to donate but are not sure if it is something he could use.  I am still in need of someone to help by hooking up the washer and running a gas line for the dryer.  Mostly remember these two people and all the others that have been effected by the hurricanes in your prayers, and remember how blessed and lucky we are in Western NY.  We may get a little snow, but that is nothing compared to what these people have gone through.  And last but not lest, please make Jeff & Damian feel welcome if you should see them around.  

Congratulation to Dan Jackson and the Hamburg Varsity Volleyball Team for becoming the State Champions!

We are excited for you and the team, Dan.  Dan is in the 11th grade and attends Hamburg Sr. High.  This is his second year winning the State Volleyball Championship.  We’re all proud of you!


Youth Board
The Youth Board will meet Tuesday, Dec. 27th @ 6:30PM in the Resource Room.  They will hold a short meeting and break for Christmas Cookies and refreshments.  Anyone willing to bring something please speak to Karen.

Up Coming Dates to Mark On Your Calendar

July 13 - 16th Mid-Atlantic Regional Youth Event - “Find Your Way,” University of Delaware

Tuesday Family Night

Tuesday, Dec. 13th from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. will be a holiday gathering.  Please sign up to attend and if you are willing to bring Christmas Cookies please check the box so we know how many are bringing something special.  There will be an activity for the children and always plenty of conversation for the adults.  Come join us as we celebrate this special time of year. We will still have pizza & salad but we will also celebrate the holiday season.  

Christmas Pageant


Sunday, December 18th is the date to circle on your calendar for this year’s Christmas Pageant.  It is always a special morning and service when the children of our congregation tell the story of the birth of the Christ Child.  The service begins at 10:00 a.m. and in place of the children’s sermon the pageant will take place.  The children have been busy being fitted for their costumes and rehearsing for their parts.  This year’s pageant is based on the curriculum from “Walk with Me.”  

The dress rehearsal for the pageant is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 17th from 10:00 - Noon and will end with a holiday pizza party.  If you would like to help with the pageant, rehearsal, or party, please speak to Karen.  Permission slips have been sent out but if you did not receive one please contact the CE office on the 2nd floor.  We always have room for all the children that would like to be included in the cast.  Participation in the pageant is usually for four years old and up.  If a parent feels that their three- year old can handle being in the pageant, please speak to Karen to make the arrangements.  The youngest children are usually the stars.  Our church school class on Sunday morning is for 3 & 4 year olds and it is sort of hard to include the four year olds and not the three year olds.  If you have any questions please feel free to call the Christian Education Office and speak to Karen.

Angel/Mitten Tree 

The Angel/Mitten Tree is a tradition at St. James for as long as I can remember.  The tree is to place warm hats, mittens, gloves & scarves on the branches and the tags on the tree are to be taken and you purchase a gift for the child whose name appears on each tag.  You can either purchase the suggested items or choose one that you would like to give.  If you keep your receipt it can be attached to the top part of the tag for tax purposes.  

The gift tags have arrived and let the shopping begin.  Remember DO NOT wrap your gift.  Please just return it and place it under the tree in the lounge with the original tag attached to the item/s.  The Salvation Army needs to be able to see all the gifts, if you wrap them they just unwrap them to check each gift.  The deadline to bring in gifts, hats, mittens, etc. is Sunday, December 18th.  

Soup Bowl of Caring

Just a reminder that this event will be taking place on Super Bowl Sunday, which will be here before you know it.

Gingerbread Workshop

St. James UCC

Saturday, Dec. 3rd with 2 workshops running from 10a.m.- 11:30a.m. & a 2nd workshop from noon - 1:30p.m. 

Gingerbread workshop is a wonderful way to spend time with your family doing a holiday activity.  People attending the workshop will be decorating a pre-formed Gingerbread house.  There is a limit of 100 people for each workshop so if you are interested sign up early.

This event is to benefit Homespace Corp., which is a non-profit organization that opened its doors in 1994.  They provide transitional housing for homeless parents ages 18 - 25, and their children.  They also provide necessary life skills- job readiness, budgeting, household management, nutrition, and parenting - to help them successfully break out of the cycle of homelessness and lead lives that are self-sufficient and independent.  Twelve volunteers per workshop are needed.  If you are interested in volunteering to help with the workshop speak to Karen. For more information check their website at: www.homespace.org.
December is . . .

“Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month”

and

“Safe Toys and Gifts Month”

December has two important health-related observances – “Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month” and “Safe Toys and Gifts Month.”  Both are appropriate to recall and publicize since December is also a time of gift giving and partying.  

Statistics continue to show that alcohol involvement remains the leading factor in motor vehicle deaths.  It is important to remind our people of the danger of drinking and driving, especially since the weather turns unpredictable, and more folk are on our roads traveling and shopping and partying.  So a word of caution and love –take seriously your stewardship to drive responsibly.

As related to gift giving, one of the leading causes of blindness, especially among children, is unsafe gifts.  Make sure that when you are giving gifts to children, you make sure that they do not have unsafe parts.  You can contact the American Academy of Ophthalmology (www.aao.org) or www.preventblindness.org for more information.

Let’s have a blessed and safe Holy Season.  Encourage one another to drive and give responsibly as part of our stewardship of what God has blessed us with.

Amos acree, PN
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   December 4th at 7:30 pm 
Come share in the Hamburgh Holiday festivities as members of St. James dedicate this year’s Nativity Scene, Sunday December 4 at 7:30 pm at Memorial Park.   The dedication will be followed by refreshments.





Robert Matlack


	Pastor 





Alva Looze


	Associate Pastor





Karen Reinagel


	Director of Christian Education





Margaret Bukkosy


	Director of Music
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One of the special ways that we observe Advent is with the lighting of candles on our Advent wreath.  These candles remind us of some of the many gifts God offers to us.  Any individuals or families who would like to help by lighting the Advent Candles on a particular Sunday - or to help light the aisle candles on Christmas Eve, please contact Rev. Matlack.
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Thank you to all who participated in the Pie Auction.  $394 was raised for the Paula Pfister CE Scholarship!  Jill Ortner was the high bidder for Joanne Roberts’ cookies.





December 15 - Deadline for 2005 Annual Reports and the January/February Newsletter





Congratulations


To


Jeremy & Kimberly Rust


of Pinehurst, North Carolina


on the arrival of their son, Henry Richard Rust,


October 22, 2005!!!





OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD





CLOSE YOUR EYES AND IMAGINE CHRISTMAS, YOU PROBABLY THINK OF PRESENTS, TREES, LIGHTS, AND FESTIVITIES.  WELL CHRISTMAS IS CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, AND HE WANTS EVERYBODY TO HAVE FUN AND LOVE ON CHRISTMAS.





BUT UNFORTUNATELY IN MOST PARTS OF THE WORLD CHRISTMAS IS FUN FOR THE PEOPE WHO CAN AFFORD IT.  DO YOU THINKTHAT IS WHAT OUR LOAD WOULD WANT?





WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?





A LITTE SHOE BOX, PUT LITTLE GIFTS IN IT, AND THEN WRAP IT.  THIS SMALL LITTLE TRIFLE COULD MAKE A SMALL CHILD HAPPY, AND HELP THEM REALIZE THE TRUE JOY IN CHRISTMAS.





GO AHEAD AND SPREAD THE WORD AND TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE THIS A JOYOUS HOLIDAY FOR ALL, LIKE THE LORD INTENDED!








FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE OR MARY BETH EARL (716-646-0848).





THANK YOU!





BY,





Austin Schaffer





January 3


Choir Rehearsals Resume


7:00 Chapel


7:30 Youth





January 1


No Choir / No Rehearsals


No Child Care – room open for parents to use if needed


January 7 - Church School Resumes








ADVENT WORKSHOP


December 4th





Be sure to sign up for potluck on the bulletin board and sign up for projects for the family on the sign up sheets in the lounge. We can always use help with projects.  It’s a fun time with the involvement of all our church family.





Character Council of Hamburg, Inc.





December 2005 – 





Self-Control





Self-control is the ability to maintain restraint of desires, especially in difficult situations.





Take reputable charge of yourself.
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