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Southtowns Cluster Lenten Services

For many years our Southtowns Cluster of UCC Churches have jointly held Wednesday evening Lenten Services.  These services provide us with an opportunity to engage in a special Lenten discipline of worshiping in the middle of the week to help us really prepare ourselves for the good news of Easter.  In addition, these services provide us with a wonderful opportunity to meet and spend time with members of our sister churches in the Southtowns Cluster.

The schedule is the same each week.  We have a potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. (bring a dish to share and your own place settings), followed by worship at 7:30 p.m.  Please join us for these special services!

March 2
St. James U.C.C., Hamburg
Rev. Gary Burdick

March 9
Faith U.C.C., Boston
Rev. Jack Bacon

March16
St. John’s U.C.C., Eden
Rev. Thomas Burian

Holy Week Begins March 20, 2005 TC \l4 "
 TC \l3 "
March 20th marks the beginning of Holy Week.  Our Palm Sunday Service is always a special celebration, as we are invited to walk with Jesus through those last days of His ministry here on earth.  Once again, palm leaves will be given out as we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the start of the very first Holy Week.  The theme of our worship will be: “Things We Value: Knowing Who is God!”
Maundy Thursday
March 24th - 7:30 p.m.
We will recall the Last Supper Jesus had with His disciples, and then be reminded of those last hours of Christ’s life here on earth – and the flight of His disciples during our service of Tennebrae.  This is a very special candlelight communion service! Twelve members of the congregation will serve as readers – interested?  Talk with Rev. Matlack.

Good Friday
March 25th TC \l5 "
Once again our sanctuary will be open from Noon (the time of Christ’s crucifixion) until 7:30 p.m.  During that period, people are invited to stop in for as long or as short a period as they would like to offer their prayers.  Bread and communion cups will be set up on the altar.  The elements will have been blessed and people are invited to silently have communion, and to spend some time in prayer as part of their remembrance of Christ’s death on the cross.  Please join us on this special day, as we remember the real Passion of Christ.

Easter Sunday
March 27th – 10:00 a.m.
One Worship Service

[image: image7.wmf]Our Easter Service is always special, and this year is no exception.  The music will be spectacular, and Rev. Matlack is preparing a special sermon titled “The Morning that Ends All Mourning!”  Come and help us celebrate the special gift that Christ has brought into our lives.

Easter is, of course, the highlight of the church year.  Having gone through the darkness and despair of Good Friday, we come to the joy of the resurrection.  Come celebrate with us!  Invite your friends!  For Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen Indeed!
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St. James United Church of Christ
76 Main Street
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-649-6171

Email – stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com
Website – www.saintjamesucc.com

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Meditative Lenten Walk
During the Lenten Season you will once again find the Meditative Lenten Walk with different stations throughout St. James.  

At each of these stations you will be reminded of events that took place leading up to Easter.  You will find symbols, a passage of scripture, a prayer, a question or meditative comments as you go on your journey around the building.  Take the time to explore and find these stations - invite your children or someone to join you as you explore the Lenten Walk. There are copies of the different stations in the back entrance area or on the table near the church office.  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Enrichment Time 

Easter Sunday, March 27th 

There will be NO regular church school classes on Sunday, March 27th (Easter Sunday).  Instead there will be a special Enrichment Time following the children’s sermon and it will be held in the lounge.  All children in Kindergarten through 5th grade are invited to attend.  We will be sharing a story, “The Resurrection Eggs” along with some other special events.  Children may be picked up in the lounge following the service. 

In addition to this special tine, there will be CHILD CARE provided for children through age 4 during the worship service. If anyone is interested in helping with the special Enrichment Time or Child Care please speak to Karen Reinagel.

Following the worship service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt for children through 5th grade.  If you are interested in helping with the egg hunt speak to Karen.  The Egg Hunt has been traditionally held outside but it is always dependent on weather permitting.  Since Easter is early this year we might be forced to hold it indoors, it will be announced during the service where the egg hunt is being held.  

Please feel free to leave any donations to fill the eggs in the church office, Karen’s mailbox or the CE 2nd floor area.  Thank you ahead of time for all your donations.
One Great Hour of Sharing
In your newsletter this month you will find an envelope for your convenience in giving to this worthy mission.  We will join with seven other denominations in making this offering.  Each denomination receives and manages its respective OGHS offerings.  95% of every dollar contributed to OGHS in the UCC goes directly to mission.  Only 5% of each dollar is used for promotional costs.

Through One Great Hour of Sharing the UCC responds to needs in more than 90 countries, working with our local mission partners.

Our gifts help people to improve their living conditions through long-term international development projects in agriculture, education and healthcare.  By giving, we offer shelter, food, bedding, and other assistance to people who must flee their homes.  And when disaster disrupts lives in the U.S. and elsewhere, our gifts provide emergency relief for people caught in catastrophic circumstances.  The recent Tsunamai in the Indian Ocean is a wonderful example.  Through OGHS we were there right after it happened.  OGHS helped provide for some of the immediate and urgent needs, giving time for new contributions to help with the long-term process of rebuilding.

Today there is a world filled with need.  You can help.  Please respond by giving generously to One Great Hour of Sharing.  For more information you can visit http://oghs.ucc.org.

Healing Service TC \l3 "
Saturday, March 19, 2005 TC \l5 "
Our quarterly healing service will be held on Saturday, March 19 at 6:30 p.m.  Once again, we will be using a traditional liturgy of healing.  Those attending will be invited to come forward and be anointed with oil on their own behalf or on behalf of a loved one who needs God’s healing power.

St. James Scholarships

Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.  Applications include a list of guidelines.

Applications for both scholarships must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1st.

“What the New Testament Church Says to Today’s Church”

Presented by Dr. Paul Hammer

The Southtowns Cluster is having a retreat at Faith U.C.C. Church, Boston on Saturday, April 16, 2005 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The Rev. Dr. Paul Hammer will be speaking on “What the New Testament Church Says to Today’s Church.”  

Rev. Dr. Paul Hammer is a retired professor from Rochester Colgate University and is exciting to hear.  There will be a $5.00 charge for lunch. A sign-up sheet has been posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge; reservations will be accepted until April 10th.

A Message from Alva

Our new sign is up “God is Still Speaking”.  We will be welcoming new people into our congregation as they check the website, listen to the commercial, and see our new sign.  I would like to share a part of an article written by Rev. David Felton in the United Church News.  “As we welcome strangers to our churches be prepared to share what we have, but also be prepared to receive what they bring.  I believe that practicing hospitality will transform us every bit as much as it will transform our guests.  Let us live this season filled with hope, expectancy, and much joy for “God is Still Speaking.” 

Lent has begun; let us take time for prayer, reading and reflection. 

Character Council of Hamburg

If you have seen the green and yellow posters around town, in schools, churches, and in the Hamburg Sun and wondered what they are, I have found an explanation.  Our church is part of the faith-based committee of the Character Council of Hamburg.  

Each month during the Children’s Sermon we will be lifting up the virtue for the month, our youth along with their teacher, will hang it up on the stairway to the second floor.  

Our March virtue is “Sincerity” and will be hung up by the 4th & 5th graders.  Sincerity is being genuine and true in your manner of voice and behavior.  Express yourself authentically.


2005  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Church Council Members

Charlotte Lujan - President

Joyce Bartholomew

John Cappellino

Harold Cobb

Boyd Earl

Roger Jackson

Daniel Jackson

Thomas Jensen

Mark Karn

Carol Lee Madigan

Ruth Rathman

David Reichard

Carlton Robbins

Buzz Rust

Rosemarie Tew

Mark Walling

2005 Board of Christian Education Members

Mary Beth Earl

Kim Gilgallon

Laurie Karn

Jennifer Klein

Robin Lindstrom

Marie Newman

Gay Lynn Nelson

Jennifer Obrachta

Jennifer Reinagel

Kitty Sandoval

Bob Whitworth

Wendy Zielinski 

2005  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Cabinet Members

Ann Fleming

Cathy Jackson

Helen Markus

Marie Newman

Jackie Reese

Joanne Roberts

Beth Scheffler

Cindy Schuman

Karen Sutton

Marjory Vara

Jennifer Yacone
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	Monday


	Tuesday


	Wednesday


	Thursday


	Friday


	Saturday
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	1

7 PM  - Board of CE

7 PM - Chapel Reh.

7:30PM- Youth Reh.
	2

Cluster Service at St. James, 6:30 Potluck,

7:30 Worship

7PM Chancel Warmup

 Child care provided
	3

10AM - Bible Study

7:00PM - TLC Board


	4


	5

9:00AM - Property

6:30PM-Youth Service

	6

10AM-Youth Service

10:30AM- Church School

11AM- Chancel Reh.

11:45AM - DVD “Gospel of John” - Youth House

- St. James Super Early Bird Registration Deadline 

7PM - Confirmation 

   Meeting
	7

8:30AM - Helping 

     Hands


	8

9:30AM-Sewing Mission

6:30-8:30PM - Book Fair & Tuesday Family Night

7 PM - Chapel Reh.

7:30PM- Youth Reh.
	9

7:00PM - Youth Group

Cluster Lenten Service at

Faith, Boston
	10

No Bible Study
	11

NY State Youth Event
	12

6:30PM - Worship

NY State Youth Event

	13

10AM - Worship 

10:30AM -Church School

11AM - Chancel Reh.

NY State Youth Event
	14

8:30AM - Helping      Hands

7PM - Church

    Council
	15

7 PM - Chapel Reh.

7:30PM- Youth Reh.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
	16

Cluster Lenten Service at

St. John’s, Eden


	17

10AM - Bible Study
	18


	19

9:00AM - Property

6:30PM - Worship

	20    PALM SUNDAY

9:30AM - Chapel &

     Youth Warmup

10AM - Worship

10:30AM -Church School

11AM - Chancel Reh.

Paula Pfister Dessert

     Auction
	21

8:30AM - Helping      Hands
	22

1PM - Servers

7 PM - Chapel Reh.

7:30PM- Youth Reh.
	    23


	24               

 10AM - Bible Study

7PM- Chancel warmup

7:30PM - Maundy Thursday Service

           
	25  

GOOD FRIDAY

Sanctuary Open

Noon - 7 PM
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	26

6:30PM - Great Vigil of Easter

	27   EASTER SUNDAY
9:30AM-Chancel Warmup

10AM - Worship

Child Care

Enrichment Time for kindergarten - 5th grade 

Easter Egg Hunt
	28

8:30AM - Helping

      Hands
	29

6:30PM - Youth Board

No Choir Rehearsals
	30


	31

No Bible Study
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Sewing Mission

Tuesday, March 8th – 9:30 a.m.

[image: image9.wmf]
The St. James Women’s Sewing Mission will meet in the Assembly Hall.  Bring your lunch; Laura Zittel will provide dessert.

All are welcome – Come Join the FUN!

Servers’ Fellowship Group

Tuesday, March 22nd – 1:00 p.m.
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The next meeting of the Servers’ Fellowship Group will be held in the Horton Lounge.  Hostesses Laura Zittel and Kitty Sandoval will serve refreshments.

If you haven’t already seen it, please check the newspaper article on Charles Brock posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.  He and his wife, Vi, were faithful members of St. James.

Annual Rummage Sale

Weekend of April 8th – 9th 

The St. James Rummage Sale will be the weekend of April 8th & 9th.

Friday, April 8th
 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.


$1.00 admission – NO EARLY BIRDS

Saturday, April 9th
9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 10th
Bag Sale after worship

[image: image11.wmf]Rummage sale items may be brought in starting April 1st and put in the corner of the Assembly Hall.  Sign-up sheets will be posted for Set Up and pricing on Thursday, April 7th, helping out on Friday and Saturday, providing baked goods and clean-up on Sunday after the Bag Sale.  Remember – Many hands make light work!

If you have any questions, please contact Patty Jensen at 648-3728 or at the Church Office at 649-6171.
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The Gospel of John – Rated PG-13

March 6th 11:45 a.m.
Come join us and view the DVD at the Youth House.  We will be ordering lunch from the Now so be sure to bring money to pay for your order (or feel free to bring your own bag lunch!).  We will eat prior to viewing the movie.  As a group we will decide when to meet again to finish viewing the film.  If you have any questions, please speak to Karen Reinagel.  ALL ARE WELCOME!
The Samaritan Society
The Samaritan Society invites you to renew your Samaritan membership or become a member for $2.00 per person, per calendar year.

In previous years, we have focused on the needs of the United Church Home on Amherst Street.  We are now turning our attention to the needs of the United Church Manor at 50 North Avenue, West Seneca.

In 2004, the Samaritan Society purchased three Amish-made, wooden gliders – two for the front gazebo and one for the back patio at a total cost of $585.  The residents are now enjoying the new 47” Panasonic Projection TV, which was purchased by the Samaritan Society at a cost of $1,188. At Christmas, each resident was given a monetary gift, which was received with grateful appreciation.

We are looking forward to a brown bag lunch on July 19, 2005, followed by an Ice Cream Social for the residents at 1:30 p.m. on the patio.

We hope to continue our efforts to improve the quality of life for those seniors living at the United Church Manor.  Your prayers and support are vital to helping meet the anticipated needs of the Manor residents.  If you are interested in membership, please contact Ruth Rathman.

Helping Hands Poem


By Kitty Sandoval & Joanne Roberts

Helping Hands clean room by room

From floor to ceiling and wall to wall

Including every inch of the Assembly Hall

Dusting, Sweeping, gum wads removed

High, low, under, over, spit and polish

Windowpanes, Entry lanes

Handles, knobs and rails germ freed

Paper hanging and wood refinishing too

Pew, Altars, piano and sills, all polished

To shine for Service time

If you see something that needs our attention

All it requires is just a mention

If you notice a spot where a dust bunny does hide

Call on us - next week he'll no longer abide.

God's house is our house we clean once a week

We take pride in our mission, all dirt we do seek

All members of St. James, looking for something to do

Your helping hands are welcome too.

HELPING HANDS ESTABLISHED JANUARY 2004
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The New York Conference 

Remembers This Week in 

Their Prayers . . .

March 2005

Mar. 6th  
First Congregational UCC Church Fairport

Mar. 13th 
Mountain Rise UCC in Perinton

Mar. 20th 
United Church of Christ at New Vernon Howells

Mar. 27th 
North Congregational UCC, Middletown

[image: image14.wmf]Food Pantry

Mar. 6th
Cake & Muffin Mixes

Mar. 13th
Canned Vegetables

Mar. 20th
Instant Potatoes

Mar. 27th
Noodles & Macaroni
Remember In Your Prayers . . . Pay a Visit . . . Send a Card . . .

Lakewood Health Center


5775 Maelou Drive, Hamburg, NY 14075-7419


Reve Kibby


Mary Schumacher


Dorothy Mueller


Ruth Goulding

Rosewood Village



6 Buffalo Street, Hamburg, NY 1405-5025


Norma Madden

Autumnview


4650 Southwestern Blvd., Hamburg, NY 14075-1939


Bertha Sickau


Maybelle Deichman


Dorothy Shadle

Eden Heights



4071 Hardt Road, Eden, NY 14057-9650


Alice Klein

Seneca Manor



2987 Seneca Street, West Seneca, NY 14224-2648


Evelyn Ferguson

AT HOME:

Edith Avery 

12 N. Franklin St., Cattaraugus, NY 14719-1106

Minerva Anderson



5638 Homestead Road, Hamburg, NY 14075

Arch & Evelyn Ottley

52 Long Avenue, Hamburg, NY 14075

Harold Staffehl



S5166 Pittsburg Street, Hamburg, NY  14075

Baptisms

[image: image15.wmf]Mackenzie Lynn Coyle

Born:  July 28, 2004

Baptized:  January 5, 2005

Parents:  Kevin and Jill Coyle
From the Desk of the Music Director
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Maximum living!!!  Jesus gave his all without holding back!  Nothing laid-back about His life commitment!  We at St. James are blessed with choirs who give their music their best too!  While I don’t want you to think that I am comparing what we do to what Jesus did, the Chancel Choir is committed to singing with zeal and purpose!

On Ash Wednesday, the Chancel choir sang a plainsong hymn.  It was sung in unison (everyone on the melody), with no accompaniment.  Their dedication was obvious.  Every note and nuance was perfect.  We don’t reach that type of perfection all the time, but we are always committed to strive for it.  The congregation deserves our best music Sunday after Sunday, as we join to worship after what was undoubtedly a hectic, rushed week for many of us.  Music is food for the soul.

Somewhere in our congregation sit some singers who have not yet made the commitment to sing with the Chancel Choir.   We have had more singers join our ranks recently.  I have heard choir members say to these newcomers  “Where have you been?”  This is because each voice which is added to the choir makes the whole larger than the sum of its parts.

My question is WHERE ARE YOU?  You know who you are.  Please surprise us with your uplifted voice and commitment!  It will bring joy to the others who are already doing the Lord’s work!  Come, for all things are ready!  Are you ready for Maximum Living???
Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarships

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Graduating high school seniors, who have served in the Christian Education program at St. James UCC during their high school years, including their senior year, are eligible to apply for the Paula Pfister Christian Education Scholarship.  Applications are now available in the rack outside the church office door.  Completed applications must be submitted for approval NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1ST.
Tuesday Family Night and Book Fair

March 8th - 6:30 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.

Last month approximately 55 people attended Tuesday Family Night.  We all had a great time.  If you haven’t tried a Tuesday Night please consider joining us for FOOD, FUN, and FELLOWSHIP and also CHOIR for the children.  Just sign up on the bulletin board letting us know how many plan to attend and when you arrive plan to have a good time.  If anyone would like to bring a dessert they are more than welcome too.  Someone always seems to bring something for all of us to enjoy.  

At the March Family Night we will have a special opportunity along with choir and dinner.  We are hosting a book fair in and near the lounge throughout the evening.  Books from “Fruits of the Spirit’ book shop will be available to order or purchase.  St. James will receive 15% profit on the sales that are made.  This is a fun and easy way to support our church.  Part of the book sale will be a display of books in the lounge dealing with the sensitive subject matter of talking to our children about the changes their bodies are making as they mature.  There are some excellent choices for dealing with this topic and I really liked that the books looked at the subject with a Christian approach.  There will also be books for younger children, men, women, couples, etc. You will also have an opportunity to order items if you would like to.  So plan to stop by and check out the BOOK FAIR on Tuesday, March 8th.  If you have any questions please feel free to speak to Karen Reinagel or Jennifer Reinagel.

Youth Service 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sat. March 5th at 6:30 p.m. and

Sunday, March 6th at 10:00 a.m.

Karen Reinagel, Donna Schumacher & Rita Los have been busy working with the youth planning this year’s service.  The youth will meet at 3:30 p.m. on Sat.  March 5th and rehearse for the Youth Service, followed by pizza for dinner.  They will then present the service at the 6:30 p.m. service on Saturday.  

The Youth House will be open following the service until 10 p.m..  They will then return home and come back on Sunday morning to present at the Sunday 10:00 a.m. service (youth, please arrive by 9:15AM on Sun. morning).  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Theme Basket Social – A Great Success!

Thank you to everyone that helped put baskets together, donated items, went to local businesses to get donated items, to the local businesses that donated the items, the people that baked, the people that worked in the kitchen, helped set up, helped clean up, to Nancy Weimer for her extra work typing and printing tickets, thank you letters to ask for items and being supportive in our efforts.  There are so many people to thank and I am always afraid I will miss someone’s name but you know who you are and you know how much it meant to have your support.  A special thanks to Cher Kramer for chairing this event. It looks as though we raised around  $850.00 (all the totals were not available at press time), which is being used to pay the bills at the Youth House.  

The Youth of St. James hold this FUNDRAISER each year to raise money to pay the expenses for the Youth House such as the lights, heat, phone, and various other expenses the building has.  It is a big undertaking and a big responsibility for the youth but they mange to make enough each year to cover the expenses.  Thank you to everyone that helped and supported this event.  

Souper Bowl of Caring Report

Thank you to everyone who supported the efforts of the church school children as they worked to collect money for The Souper Bowl of Caring.  I am pleased to announce that the children raised $136.56 to send to a local agency by the name of “Food For All”, which is located on Delaware Ave. in Buffalo.  Everyone was invited to vote for the charity they would like to see the funds go to.  The majority picked a local agency and then I counted the votes for local agencies and “Food for All” had the most votes.   This was the first year we collected funds for The Souper Bowl of Caring, and I think you will all agree the kids had a fun time doing this project.  Each class was given a soup pot on the morning of the event to decorate and then they went to an assigned location in the building and collected donations for the cause.  They all had a great time and I saw a lot of smiles on people’s faces when they put their contributions in the soup pots.  What a nice way to stop and remember people less fortunate than we are and do a little something to ease their burden.  God Bless You for Your Donations!!!!!!

[image: image17.wmf]
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Vacation Bible School
It will be August before you know it and time to hold VBS.  The VBS curriculum has been ordered.  It is called SERENGETI TREK and it looks like a lot of fun times are in store for the week of August 1st - 5th.  It is our turn to host VBS this year and I am looking for willing people to volunteer their time to help in all aspects of VBS.  That means I need teachers, youth assistants, kitchen help, bakers, craft people, story tellers and people willing to help make decorations and also people willing to help decorate and last but not least help to clean up at the end of the week.  

There will be a meeting for VBS on Tuesday, March 15th at 7:00 p.m.  Please try and attend if you are interested in working on this fun project.  There will also be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  This VBS week is a project that we share with Hamburg Presbyterian and St. Matthews and we host it once every 3 years.  Please consider being part of the fun and excitement of this great event.

New York State Youth Event

March 11th – 13th 

Watson Homestead, Painted Post, NY

Theme:  “How Is My Worshiping?
Once again it’s time for another exciting New York State Youth Event.  This year’s event entitled “How is my Worshiping?” is filled with many fantastic activities and workshops.  It will be a wonderful opportunity for youth and adults from all over the state to get a chance to meet, learn, have fun, and worship together.  

Ms. Val Tutson from the New England Conference will be the keynote speaker.  Val was also a keynote speaker and workshop leader at the National Youth Event last July and we fell in love with her enthusiasm.  She is a very inspirational Bible study leader and storyteller.  Gregory & Rodney Milton will be returning as music leaders.  The workshops and activities have been expanded with over 15 creative choices ranging from the ever popular music workshops to Mandela Coloring, Guided Meditation, Bias Awareness and many more.

There will also be the popular dance on Saturday night, as well as Bible studies, and creative worship.  Those attending are encouraged to bring their musical instruments and remember there is an indoor pool.  

The cost for this event is $105.00 plus transportation and travel expenses (such as meals) to and from the event.  One-half of the fee is covered by funds from Christian Education and the parents or the youth attending pay for the other half.  We do have 2 scholarships that have been given to us by the New York State Youth Event Planning Committee for letting them use the Youth House for their planning weekend.  We are not sure how that money will be used but it will either be used to help cover an equal amount of each participant attending from St. James or it will go toward the transportation cost or travel expenses.  

Western Area Youth (WAY) 

Winter Retreat

Donna Schumacher (youth advisor), Ryan Houghton, Michael Walling, Ryan Karn, and Matthew Karn all attended the WAY Winter Retreat held in January.  It was held at Ebenezer UCC in W. Seneca and the theme for the retreat was “We Are God’s Hands”.  They actively participated at two city ministries, Corner Stone Manor, and the City Mission.  They played broomball and had a talent show.  A special thanks to Donna for chaperoning and I heard that Bill showed up to chaperone as well ......THANKS BILL!

Paula Pfister Dessert Auction

Sunday, March 20th during coffee hour in the Assembly Hall

It’s official; it must be spring!  According to the calendar this is the first day of spring and it’s time for the Paula Pfister Spring Dessert Auction.  Please sign up and bring a dessert to be bid on for this worthwhile event.  Paula Pfister was Director of Christian Education during the 80's and we hold a pie/dessert auction twice a year to raise funds for a scholarship that is in honor of her memory.  The scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors that have worked during their four years of high school in the Christian Education program at St. James either as a, church school teacher, assistant or CE office assistant.  Paula was a wonderful person and this is a wonderful way to honor her memory.     

Dunkirk Conference Center Summer Camping Program

Theme for 2005, “ GOD’S CALLING” 
It’s that time of year again when our thoughts begin wandering, thinking about warmer days, sunshine, summer vacation plans and sending ourselves or our kids to camp.  If you are interested in a good deal, well, I have one to offer you.  Even though the snow is still on the ground it’s time to register for Dunkirk Conference Center Summer Camp.  Registration for camp at Dunkirk Conference Center has a Super Early Bird Deadline of March 15th but in order to get our check mailed to them on time we have set the St. James deadline as Sunday, March 6th.  (This is the lowest rate for registering.  Each deadline here after increases in price.)

God calls people into a new way of living and serving.  Through the centuries GOD has called people to participate in sharing the good news of GOD’S Love and Grace.  Through bible stories such as those of Lydia, Samuel and Anna as well as JESUS’ call of the disciples, campers will explore their own call.

Everyone is invited to DUNKIRK CAMP to be a part of the love, wonder of creation, arts, crafts, swimming, games, campfires, and reflections at Vesper Point.  There is something for everyone!  You will renew acquaintances and make new friends.  

Children who will enter 2nd grade in the fall of 2005 are eligible to register as first time campers.  This is a shorter camp, which is geared for first time campers.  Camps are available for elementary, middle & senior high school, post high, youth, women and families.

St. James offers a scholarship to all campers from St. James.  The scholarship covers one-third of the cost of the March registration fee.  Schedules, registration forms and additional information are available now.  Speak to Karen Reinagel or Nancy Weimer if you have any questions.  All camping registration forms and monies are to be handed in to the church office (Nancy Weimer).  

Youth Group News

Middle High & Senior High

It’s time to regroup - in an effort to give our youth the best possible options for Youth Group and Fellowship it has been decided to open all Youth Group activities to both MIDDLE AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH.  Karen has met or spoken to all four of the volunteer advisors and they are willing to continue to run Youth Group in this manner.  I do have to mention however that when planning to attend or sign up for activities please make sure to double check making sure that the event does NOT specify whether it is a Senior or Middle High event only.  Sometimes there will be or are events that are limited to one age group or the other.  Events such as the New York State Youth Event are specifically for grades 9 - 12 only.  This is something we do not have any control over. We want all of our youth and their friends to feel welcome but once in awhile an event will take place that just won’t work out for both age groups, so please keep an open mind and try and make it to the events that are available for you.  

Each month Karen has been posting a Youth Calendar on the Youth bulletin board.  I make several copies so feel free to take a copy for home.  This is a good way to keep track of what is planned for each month.  Sometimes extra events are planned so try to remember to check the bulletin board and the weekly bulletin announcements and coming events.  We have many volunteers that are committed to providing a good youth program to the Youth of St. James, and we hope you will consider trying one or more of the events planned.  Friends are welcome as well.  I would like to thank Donna & Bill Schumacher, Rita Los, Glennis Berg & Pam Wilson for serving as youth advisors/leaders this year.  It is great to have such dedicated people working with our youth.  Let’s help support the events that they work hard to bring to you.  Remember these people DONATE their time and talents and don’t get paid.  They often have to use their vacation time or days off to spend the time providing you with activities.  They do this as Christians and people who love and care about you, let’s remember as youth, parents and a church family to support their efforts.   




OUR MILITARY

A display has been set up by the elevator to honor our military. If you have a loved one please drop off a photo to the church office or place it in Alva’s mailbox.  Please include a short paragraph or two about how they are related to you, where they are serving, and in what capacity.  Also, their address if they would like the Server’s to write and send cards.



Thank You to . . .

A huge thank you to Clyde Collins (Rev. Matlack & Alva Looze, too!) for shoveling snow from the walks and steps at church.  I certainly appreciate the help.


Frank Reuter
A thank you to our Helping Hands and silent workers for all the time spent doing all the tasks required and extra cleaning to brighten and shine our church.  A thank you to Horst Kirsten and our Property Committee (they need additional younger hands) for all their hard work.


Prayers for all – Barb Reuter

It is that time of year when we recognize good acts.  I would like to thank each of my Council Members who served so faithfully this year.  We worked hard, got things accomplished and had good times as well.  You should all be commended!


Charlotte Lujan
Farewell to the Paul & Diane Noel
It is with great sadness that I bid farewell to Paul and Diane Noel as they go off to a new home and jobs.  They have been a part of our church family for so many years.

Katie and Laura have grown up here at St. James and their singing talent has been a blessing to all.

So Paul and Diane – many blessings to you in your new ventures.  I wish you the best.  It has been a pleasure serving with you and being your friend.


Charlotte Lujan


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Auxiliary of the Dunkirk Conference Center, Inc.
Thank you to Kitty Sandoval for overseeing “The Auxiliary of the Dunkirk Conference Center, Inc. for the past few years.  Heidi Walling has agreed to take over as the key person at St. James for “The Auxiliary” of the Dunkirk Conference Center, Inc.  She has a primary responsibility to extend an invitation to the congregation of St. James to become members of “The Auxiliary:  “The Auxiliary”, was organized in May 1932 by a group of women to provide support for the evangelical Conference Grounds at Dunkirk, NY.  The membership is now extended to men, women, and families.  The membership dues, become a gift to the camp.  The camp then has been able to use the gift money for dining tables, floor, and ceiling fans, kitchen equipment, smoke alarms, gas line repairs, paint, ramps for handicap accessibility, playground equipment and more.

On the back table of the Sanctuary you will find envelopes with cards in them.  As you enter for worship, please take one, fill out the name and address portion, and keep the receipt portion for yourself.  Enclose $2.00 per individual or $5.00 per family, make checks payable to “The Dunkirk Auxiliary”.  Place the envelope in the offering.  This is an annual membership drive.  The membership includes receiving the “Spirit Newsletter”.

Other churches that have participated in the past are; Zion UCC, Christ UCC, Kenmore UCC, Faith Williamsville UCC, Cleveland Heights Christian, Epiphany UCC, St. Matthews UCC and others.

You may be asking yourself, “When would I use the Dunkirk Conference Center”?  Traditionally, St. James Day (our church picnic which is held the first Sunday in June) is held at the DCC.  Rain or shine we have a wonderful time.  If we have to, we move indoors to a warm heated building that still allows us to celebrate in picnic style.  Also, in the summer there are numerous camps to attend from ages 7 to 100+, children’s, families, or groups.  St James also sponsors a cabin at DCC, which is maintained by members of the church.  Funds to make repairs and updates come from the annual rummage sale.  So, yes, we have plenty of opportunities throughout the summer to make use of the great facility.

In advance, thank you for becoming a member for “The Auxiliary” for 2005 and enjoy your visits to the Dunkirk Conference Center.
With the Federal government allowing for tax deduction on 2004 for the Tsunami Relief donations, any contributions through January 31, 2005 MAY be deducted on 2004 income tax.  





Please notify Barb Reuter if you need a statement for this fund.  Thank you.





There is one extra copy of “These Days” for anyone interested.  Please contact the Church Office.





Notices, Want Ads and Lost & Found





Buttons, Buttons, Who’s Got Buttons?





The St. James Sewing Mission is looking for ¾” and 1” buttons.  If you have some you would like to donate please leave in the Church Office!





Heidi Walling is now the key person for the Dunkirk Auxiliary.  She will be accepting memberships in coffee hour during the month of March.





Robert Matlack


  Pastor





Alva Looze


  Associate Pastor





Karen Reinagel


  CE Director





Margaret Bukkosy


  Director of Music





Linda Meyer
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THE ST. JAMES CONNECTOR
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As of February 1, 2005, the altar flowers from Hess Brothers will be $20.00





TLC is in Need of a few cribs for the Infant Room.  If you or someone you know would like to donate a used crib to TLC please contact Patty Connors at 649-5303.





Thanks for your consideration.





The Comma Team has God is Still Speaking Bumper Stickers, which are available for $1.00 





Do you know of someone who is looking for a church, pick up a God is Still Speaking Door Hanger, which lists information regarding St. James.





God is Still Speaking Placemats are available for functions.


If you are participating in a church function out in the community, God is Still Speaking Signs are available.





If interested, please contact Roger Jackson or Alva Looze or leave your name in the Church Office.
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See Page 2 Regarding Childcare & Church School on Easter Sunday
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