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[image: image11.wmf]From the Desk of Rev. Bob Matlack
GOD IS STILL SPEAKING

Hopefully by now you have seen the first commercial put out by the United Church of Christ.  It is part of a multi-year United Church of Christ advertising campaign.  In a very powerful way the commercial conveys the message – “No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, YOU are welcome here!”

Surprisingly this message has been controversial and some TV networks have chosen not to air it.  I have to say, that it’s hard to take their reasons for not showing the ad seriously when you consider all of the other things that they do air!  Apparently sex and violence and political attack ads are okay to put on TV, but a message of extravagant welcome and inclusion is too controversial.

Many studies have shown the large number of people who feel alienated from churches and religion.  Yet you don’t have to study the Bible very hard before you encounter Jesus’ own extravagant welcome – of tax collectors, lepers, the lame, the outcast, and everyone else that had been cast aside by the establishment of the day.  This ad takes us back to our real roots, namely the message that Jesus preached.

I want you to know that I am excited about this campaign for many reasons:  It offers a message of hope and inclusion that I believe is absolutely faithful to the message that Jesus brought; it reaches out to the alienated and the lost in a way that is very powerful; and it reminds each and every one of us of our responsibility to welcome everyone – just as Jesus did.

You may be wondering if this campaign will bring us new members – no one knows for sure, but my guess is that it probably will if you invite them!  I say that because a personal invitation to church is still far and away the most effective way to encourage new people to visit.  

God Is Still Speaking – in my life and in yours, and in the life of our congregation.  Together let us seek to faithfully lift up that message, and rejoice that God has given our denomination and us this wonderful opportunity!
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St. James United Church of Christ
76 Main Street
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-649-6171

Email – stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com
Website – www.saintjamesucc.com

St. James’ Committees Need YOU!

Beginning mid-January, sign-up sheets will be posted on the bulletin board outside of the Horton Lounge for anyone interested in serving on one of the many church committees available.  This is your opportunity to make a real difference in our church family (as well as to meet and work with some really nice people!).
Lent Begins February 9th
Lent is a penitential season of the year, which begins on Ash Wednesday and consists of forty days (excluding Sundays).  The term lent is derived from roots that mean to lengthen.  The Lenten season points to the spring of the year and to the increasing daylight hours which spring brings.

We begin Lent with our traditional Ash Wednesday Service (February 9th at 7:30 p.m.).  During the moving ancient ceremony, ashes (from which Ash Wednesday gets its name) are placed on the foreheads of the faithful in the sign of the cross.  During that special moment these words from Genesis are spoken: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

Please join us for this special tradition as we begin our Lenten Journey with worship! 

Southtowns Cluster Lenten Services
For many years our Southtowns Cluster of UCC Churches have jointly held Wednesday evening Lenten Services.  These services provide us with an opportunity to engage in a special Lenten discipline of worshiping in the middle of the week to help us really prepare ourselves for the good news of Easter.  In addition, these services provide us with a wonderful opportunity to meet and spend time with members of our sister churches in the Southtowns Cluster.

The schedule is the same each week.  We have a potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. (bring a dish to share and your own place settings), followed by worship at 7:30 p.m.  Please join us for these special services!

February 16

Trinity UCC, Gowanda

February 23

First Congregational UCC, Angola

March 2

St. James UCC, Hamburg (that’s us!)

March 9

Faith UCC, Boston

March 16 


St. John’s UCC, Eden
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A Blessed New Year from Alva

It is an exciting time in the United Church of Christ!  The “God is still speaking” sign is up.  The “Comma Team” is busy welcoming.  The ad has been on television stations announcing, “Jesus didn’t turn people away; neither do we.  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

Another new program for 2005 that I’m excited about is an ecumenical educational program of the New York Conference called New York School of Ministry (NYSOM).  It is a program to educate and train leaders of local churches for the 21st century.  The Mission of the New York School of Ministry is to further the ministry of Christ by strengthening local churches with well-trained, dedicated leadership.  This program will replace the Lay Ministry Program.

I am enjoying being a part of the staff of St. James.  I am learning about the many gifts all of you share in the ministry and mission of the church.  It’s exciting to see God at work in our lives, our church and the world.

Happy New Year!

Alva

Wow!  We had a record year of singers and Bakers!
 

Thank you to all who participated in this year’s CIA Christmas caroling. We were able to share songs, cookies, and fellowship at nine local group homes.  There were 170 singers of all ages and talents.  For many people this has become a favorite holiday tradition.  The folks at the group homes also look forward to the evening, particularly the cookies and cider. 
Thanks again, Susan Rich
28 December 2004
MEMORANDUM FOR:  St James United Church of Christ

FROM:  SSgt Charles L. Gumbus

SUBJECT:  Letter of Appreciation

1. This letter is to thank all of the fine men and women who donated school supplies and clothing for PROJECT CARE.  Thank you so much for all of your donations.  The compassion you have shown for the children of Kirkuk is very touching.  All the clothing and school supplies are passed on to local children through a program organized by the Army and Air Force chaplains stationed here.  While only a few service members are allowed to accompany the chaplains on trips to deliver the materials, the stories they tell clearly show how much the children and their teachers appreciate everything.

2. Attached is a picture of the men and women of the 506th EMEDS (Expeditionary Medical Squadron).  Our mission here includes providing life saving medical care to America’s Bravest, as well as injured Iraqi Interim Government military personnel.   I hope you enjoy the picture and again, thank you for your donation to PROJECT CARE.  And, most importantly, thank you for your unwavering support for all of us stationed in Iraq and elsewhere!









‘Signed’

CHARLES L. GUMBUS, SSgt, USAF

NCOIC, Public Health


IRISH CELI

Saturday, February 26th 

Have you ever been to an Irish Celi (pronounced kay-lee)?  Do you know what one is?  Here’s your chance to find out.

On Saturday, February 26th from 8:00 p.m. – 12:00 p.m., the dancers and musicians from an Irish Cultural Organization will be coming to spend a few hours playing Irish music, dancing and teaching Irish set dancing.  
The event will be open to the public so invite your friends and family to attend.  There will be a $5.00 entrance fee and refreshments and snacks will be provided.
Women’s Sewing Mission

Tuesday, January 11th & Tuesday, February 8th   

The St. James Women’s Sewing Mission will be meeting on Tuesday, January 11th and Tuesday, February 8th at 9:30 a.m. in the Assembly Hall.  Selected hostesses will serve dessert.


Helping Hands Volunteers
We will continue to meet on Monday’s at 8:30 a.m. as weather permits.  If the roads are snow covered please do not plan on meeting.

Thank you to all of the helping hands who have made such a wonderful difference in our church over the past many months.  All those who find a Monday morning free to assist, please feel free to join us. 

And for those who find that Monday’s at 8:30 a.m. might not fit into your schedule but wish to contribute to this worthwhile cause, please speak to Alva Looze – I am sure she can come up with something to do that will fit around your busy time-frame.  

This is our home – let’s take pride in it.

Long Range Planning Committee Update
Thank you to everyone who participated in the “Church Chat” planning session on November 28, 2004.  The Long Range Planning Committee has many exciting ideas to implement in the coming months and years.  The committee will present it’s report at the annual congregational meeting on February 13th.
Servers Fellowship Group

The next meeting of the Servers Fellowship Group will be held on Tuesday, January 25th.  The meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m. in the Horton Lounge.  Your hostesses, Myra Ferguson and Shirley Perrine, will serve refreshments.

Reverend Matlack will perform the service of installation of the following officers:


President
Joanne Roberts


Vice President
Myra Ferguson


Secretary
Laura Zittel


Treasurer
Norma Monkton


Chaplain
Alva Looze

We were delighted to have several guests at our Christmas party and we welcome them to come to our first meeting of the New Year!

Our next meeting on Tuesday, February 22nd will be held at ZJ’s Restaurant at 1:00 p.m.  We will continue our planning for the various programs for the coming year.  Every other month we will continue to gather at a local restaurant.  Again, we welcome all those interested to join the group.

Food Pantry Items for January

Jan. 2nd
Noodles & Macaroni

Jan. 9th 
Paper Products

Jan. 16th 
Jell-O & Pudding Mixes

Jan. 23rd 
Bisquick & Bread Mixes

Jan. 30th
Hot & Cold Cereal


Food Pantry Items for February

Feb. 6th
Spaghetti Sauce, Ravioli, Canned Stew

Feb. 13th 
Pancake Mixes & Oatmeal

Feb. 20th 
Pasta & Pasta Dinner Mixes

Feb. 27th 
Dry Milk

	January 2005

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	[image: image1.wmf]
	
	
	1

6:30  Worship

              [image: image2.wmf]

	2

9:30 Chancel  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

11 ThemeBasketSoc Mtg

11 Budget&Finance Com. 
	3

8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting
	4

7  Board of CE

7 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	5
	6

No Bible Study

7  TLC Board
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	7
	8

6:30  Worship

7:30-10:30  Youth House Open

	9

9:30 Chancel  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

11 Lion King Information Meeting
	10

8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting

7  Church Council
	11

9:30  Sewing Mission

6:30-8:30  Tuesday Family Night

7 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	12

7  Youth Group meeting

7:30  Southtowns Cluster
	13

No Bible Study
	14

7-8 Friday Night Alive @ Windom
	15

6:30  Worship

	16

9:30 Chancel  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal
	17

8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting
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	18

7 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.

7 Joint Meeting Long Range Planning & Evangelism meeting
	19
	20

10  Bible Study

7  GIFT Meeting - ACC
	21
	22

6:30  Worship

Youth Ice Skating –

   Time TBA

	23    

9:30 Youth  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

11 Confirmation meeting
	24   8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting


	25  

1 Servers - lounge

6:30  Youth Board Meeting

7 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	26
	27

10  Bible Study


	28
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	29

6:30  Worship

WAY Retreat 1/28-1/30

	30 

 Chapel  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal


	31   8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting
	
	
	
	
	


	February 2005

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	1

7  Board of CE

7 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	2
	3

10  Bible Study

7  TLC Board
	4
	5

9  Property

6:30  Worship

Theme Basket Social

	6

9:30 Chancel  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal

11 Souper Bowl of Caring

11 Theme Basket Social
	7

8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting
	8

9:30  Sewing Mission

6:30-8:30  Tuesday Family Night

7 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	9     Ash Wednesday

6:30 Potluck     

7:30  Service   

7 Youth Group meeting                           [image: image6.wmf]    

7 Youth Group meeting

             
	10

No Bible Study
	11
	12

6:30  Worship

7-8  Friday Night Alive @ Windom

	13

9:30 Chancel  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

NO Chancel Rehearsal

Annual Meeting
	14

8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting

7  Church  ouncil   
	15

Newsletter Deadline

7 Chapel Choir Reh.

7:30 Youth Choir Reh.
	16

Lenten Service–Trinity,

Gowanda

6:30 potluck

7:30 Service


	17

10  Bible Study
	18
	19

9 Property

6:30  Worship

7:30-10:30  Youth House Open

	20

9:30 Youth  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal
	21

8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting
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	22

1 Servers @ ZJ’s

6:30  Youth Board meeting

NO Choir Rehearsals
	23

Lenten Service – First 

Congregational, Angola

6:30 potluck

7:30 Service
	24

10  Bible Study
	25
	26

6:30 Worship

8-12  Irish Celi

	27

9:30 Chapel  Warmup

10 Worship

10:30 Church School

11 Chancel Rehearsal
	28

8:30  Helping Hands – weather permitting
	
	
	
	[image: image8.wmf]
	


Remember In Your Prayers . . . Pay a Visit . . . Send a Card . . .

Lakewood Health Center


5775 Maelou Drive, Hamburg, NY 14075-7419


Rev( Kibby


Mary Schumacher


Dorothy Mueller


Ruth Goulding

Rosewood Village



76 Buffalo Street, Hamburg, NY 1405-5025


Norma Madden

Autumnview


4650 Southwestern Blvd., Hamburg, NY 14075-1939


Bertha Sickau


Maybelle Deichman


Dorothy Shadle

Eden Heights



4071 Hardt Road, Eden, NY 14057-9650


Alice Klein

Seneca Manor



2987 Seneca Street, West Seneca, NY 14224-2648


Evelyn Ferguson

AT HOME:

Edith Avery 

12 N. Franklin St., Cattaraugus, NY 14719-1106

Minerva Anderson



5638 Homestead Road, Hamburg, NY 14075

Arch & Evelyn Ottley

52 Long Avenue, Hamburg, NY 14075

Harold Staffehl

S5166 Pittsburg Street, Hamburg, NY  14075





The New York Conference 

Remembers This Week in 

Their Prayers . . .

January 2005

Jan. 2nd 
First Congregational Church of Deer River

Jan. 9th
First Congregational Church, Hopkinton

Jan. 16th
First Congregational Church of Lisbon

Jan. 23rd 
United Church of Christ, Elizabethtown

Jan. 30th
United Church of Bristol

February 2005

Feb. 6th 
First Congregational Church, UCC Canandaigua

Feb. 13th 
Castile United Church of Christ

Feb. 20th
Union Congregational Church UCC, Churchville

Feb. 27th 
First Congregational, East Bloomfield


A Note from the Church Office . . .

· Please notify the Church Office if you will be moving or any other changes that will help us keep our records up-to-date.

· Coffee Hour Needs YOUR Help!

There is a new sign-up sheet for coffee hour posted on the bulletin board outside of the Horton Lounge.  Please consider signing up for a Sunday or two – it’s a great way to meet and greet friends.

We all enjoy the fellowship this time allows while we wait for the children to finish with Sunday School – we also know that there are many individuals that look forward to participating in this event, yet we do not see their names listed on the sign-up sheet to help continue this worthwhile service.  All it takes is one Sunday of your time to help continue this service.  Surely, you can commit that small amount of time to share with others.  Thank you.

As a side note – those groups that borrow items

from the coffee hour supplies are pleased asked

to replace them.

Thank You to  . . .

A great big thank you to all of you wonderful people for picking up the myriad of leaves in our yard.  Thank you to Emily Rust, Cory Los Schumacher, Michael Walling, Buzz Rust, Mark and Heidi Walling and last, but by no means least, Rita Los.  All this tells us again what a wonderful church and great congregation we have.


Our Sincerest Thanks, Audrey and Peter Marlis

I have said it many times and I will say it again – St. James has the best Youth Group around.  They may make enough noise to raise the shingles off the roof but they are considerate, polite and just a happy group.  Thank you for sharing yourselves with everyone.  And thank you for the wonderful luncheon on 12/12/04 – the chili was great.


Marie Newman

I want to thank the Property Committee, Nancy Redeye and John Cappellino for preparing the presentation for the congregational meeting December 12th.  It was key in helping us all understand the seriousness of our roof problem and the best way to replace it.  

 
Charlotte Lujan
At the end of this year I am retiring as head usher.  I want to thank all who said “yes” when they have been asked to usher.  Roger Jackson will be taking over for me and I hope that you will give him the same full support you have given me.


Jim Landes

The Evangelism Committee, and I am sure everyone else in the congregation, want to thank Jim Landes for his ongoing support as head usher for St. James.  I have heard many comments on how you knew, without looking, that if someone was tapping you on the shoulder it was Jim looking for an usher for the coming month.  His tireless dedication is much appreciated.  A big THANK YOU Jim for a job well done!

The Evangelism Committee and All the Members of St. James UCC

The Evangelism Committee and everyone who ever received a card in the mail -- whether it was to wish you happy birthday, get well soon or we miss you -- thank Pudgie Schmidt for her tireless effort in serving as the Evangelism Committee’s Sunshine Girl!  Much to our sadness Pudgie has decided to step down from this task.  We thank her for her many years of support.

The Evangelism Committee (as well as the congregation) has been blessed that Myra Ferguson has agreed to take on this additional role for us.


The Evangelism Committee

Many hands have worked with love in our church and a thank you is extended to…Linda & Butch Meyer for the beautiful chair in the Narthex.  Linda, your decorated arch that is so inviting as we enter the church.  It is extended into the sanctuary where the Cabinet hung beautiful evergreen wreaths.  Ruth Rathman, and her friend spent loving hours decorating the tree.  The Helping Hands are busy every Monday morning sprucing wherever needed.  Horst Kirsten refinished the window sills, and the doors in the Resource room, Alva’s office, and Karen’s office.  The Property Committee painted the candleholders for Christmas Eve.  God Bless. - Alva

Notes from the Music Room

The sounds of Christmas carols from the choir room have more or less disappeared as you read this article.   The Chapel choir worked on a number of them this year.  I always have a little one who asks for Jingle Bells or Rudolph!  After all, did you know the difference between Christmas carols and songs of the season from our pop culture when you were 5 or 6?  Probably not, unless you were unusually precocious.  

January is a great time to join any of the choirs, adult, youth, or the children’s choir!  We are regrouping during January, starting new music and thinking ahead to Lent, which will be here before we know it.  

We have a snowbird in the Chancel choir, and would love to have someone replace her in the soprano section while she is gone, and perhaps even stay when she returns in the spring. Adult choir meets after church on Sundays for a 45-minute rehearsal.  We welcome all voices.  

The Youth Choir will start working seriously on West Side Story in January, so if you have 10 to 18 year-old kids who like musicals, please deposit them on our doorstep on Tuesday nights at 7:30.  We will be sure to return them to you.  Meanwhile, you will have 45 minutes of peace.   (By the way these kids really care about each other, which is wonderful to see.)

The Chapel choir is excited about the new rhythm instruments that we will be using in choir.  We have added a set of bar chimes.   You will hear them soon.  Stay tuned!

Hope to see many new faces in January.  After all, why hibernate, come and join the choir kids and adults in the music “den.”   Really, outside of skiing and sledding, what better way to spend some time…in a warm room, with warm people.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“WHAT THE CHURCH MEANS TO ME” - The following article appeared in the Jan./Feb. Vineyard and was submitted by The Senior High Youth of St. James UCC:

“What the church means to me”...that was a question that our youth pondered during our most recent meeting.  It seemed easier to evaluate the things it doesn’t mean; at times we receive messages such as “there’s no hate”, “there’s no judging”,” you don’t have to worry about things like you do during school and other activities”.  Those were not among our answers.  When asked this particular question, there wasn’t an easy answer.  As a teenager, you have so many decisions to make regarding all of your daily activities, it’s not always easy to remember your Church and to remember your faith; it’s especially difficult to describe it; however this is what we asked.  During our discussion, not only did we get comments from our youth, but conversations were created based on these statements, allowing them to realize what the Church truly has meant, currently means and will mean to each individual, in his or her own way.  

The conversations began with one youth member indicating, “Without the Church, I don’t know where I’d be”, and with that, there’s no telling where this discussion would lead.  These kids really help everyone to remember what it means to be a youth member of the United Church of Christ!  One member indicated that “the Church is my guiding light to success, it motivates me”.  We’re reminded “Its all about God!”  And “The Church allows us a better understanding of God”, very simple statements which really demonstrate the meaning of our Church.  “It really gives us a better understanding of Community Service”, our youth understand that without it, they may not know all of the many opportunities there are to help others.  “It introduces you to life-long friends”, our church has allowed for very special bonds, which have led to very special friendships.  We of course had “good times” and “it kicks butt,” “eating” and “sleep-outs”, but the true base of these statements led into discussions that these are all a result of our church and our Faith.  Another thing we wouldn’t have experienced without our Church!

Special events within our church are remembered, such as the Christmas Pageant, Advent, Lunches, Family Nights, our Youth House, and our Youth outings, youth group meetings, FUNdraisers, Easter Sunday, and our Youth-led church services.  Church camp and retreats hold special memories for many.  Teaching younger youth and helping them grow in their Faith, along with participation in the choir, playing an instrument, and other special musical services, also provide memories and joys.  All of these things allow us to grow in our relationship with God, with each other and with those around us.  The root of all of this is our church.  In the words of one of our youth...”it’s a spiritual journey with no end!”  May God and our Church continue to bless the lives of our youth as they continue to grow through the years ahead.

God Bless,

The Senior High Youth of St. James UCC

Christian Education & Youth News

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THANK YOUS
Salvation Army Giving Tree - Thank you to everyone who generously donated items to the Giving Tree.  We sent over 70 gifts to the Salvation Army, which were used to help make some people’s Christmas a little more joyful.  We also collected 5 sets of slipper socks, 45 hats, 25 scarves and 30 pairs of gloves and mittens.  Margaret Bukkosy delivered them to the Boston Valley School nurse to be distributed to those in need.

Samaritan Purse Shoebox Gifts  - A special thank you to MaryBeth Earl for overseeing the Samaritan Purse Project.  MaryBeth and her 4th and 5th grade class collected shoeboxes filled with small gifts for the cause of helping others in need.

Paula Pfister Pie Auction  - The figures are in and the auction raised $424.75 for the Paula Pfister Scholarship Fund.  Thank you to bakers and bidders!  Look for the dessert auction coming this spring on March 20th. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Children & Youth Offering Envelopes
 Rev. Matlack will be sharing a special children’s sermon on the importance of church offerings sometime during the month of January.  He will have boxes of offering envelopes available for the children if they would like to take them home.  In addition, boxes of children’s and youth offering envelopes will be at the tables at the rear of the sanctuary.  Having your child put an offering in an envelope each Sunday is a wonderful way to involve them in the weekly ritual of making an offering.  There is no pledge for these envelopes and there are no individual records kept.  The envelopes are provided for those who wish to use them.  All money placed in the envelopes goes towards church school expenses. 

YOUTH  NEWS 
Dates to mark on your calendar:

January

2nd 
Church School Resumes

2nd 
11:00 a.m. meeting for people interested in working on the Theme Basket Social

8th 
Youth House open 7:30 p.m.- 10:30 p.m.

12th 
Youth Group meeting 7p.m. - Youth House

22nd
Youth Ice Skating TBA

23rd 
Youth Sponsored Luncheon

25th
Youth Board - 6:30p.m. in the Resource Room

28th
30th WAY Retreat at Ebenezer UCC (pick up forms outside CE office)

February

5th -6th 
Theme Basket Social

6th
SOUPER BOWL of Caring following worship

9th
Youth Group meeting 7 p.m. - Youth House

13th
Annual Congregational Meeting following worship (Karen needs volunteers to do childcare during meeting)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
19th
Youth House Open 7:30 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

22nd
Youth Board - 6:30 p.m. - Resource Room

March

March 11th - 13th New York State Youth Event at Watson Homestead, Painted Post, NY

March 6th - St. James Super Early Bird Deadline for Dunkirk Camp so we can get registrations in on time.

On December 11th the youth also hosted a Christmas Party for our group, along with some youth from some other area churches!  A great time was had by all with over 35 in attendance at the party!  We played games, ate, had a gift exchange, did Karaoke, and just hung out while reuniting with some old friends! 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dunkirk Camping Information
As of the newsletter deadline I had not received any information for Dunkirk 2005 Camping Schedule.  The SUPER EARLY BIRD DEADLINE IS ALWAYS MARCH 15th (and in order to get the checks and information to Dunkirk on time the St. James deadline is Sunday, March 6th).  So keep that in mind and when it does arrive I will have a display set up near the bulletin board and forms will be available outside the CE office in a bin near the door.


Christmas Pageant Thank You! SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
The pageant is a big undertaking and many people contribute to putting the finished project together.  When people tell me what a great job I’ve done with the pageant I often wonder if they realize how many people volunteer to help with the pageant.  All of the following people helped by doing multiple jobs such as fitting costumes, helping with the dress rehearsal, helping with the party following the rehearsal, helping on the day of the pageant, video taping the pageant, putting the costumes away following the pageant, putting tables and risers up and down, moving the altar and they deserve recognition for their work.   I hope I didn’t leave anyone out but if I did please let me know so I can personally thank you: Robin Lindstrom, Jackie & Bill Reese, Gay Lynn Nelson, Margaret Stuhr, Cher Kramer, Nichole Reynolds, Nancy Redeye, Dawn Berlin, Elizabeth Strutowski, Jackie Barnes, Patty Jensen, Jennifer & Peter Reinagel, Marta Rizzo, Joanie Adymy, Kim Waryk, Nick Reinagel, Philip Reinagel, Boyd & MaryBeth Earl and Dave Mumm.

Along with this dedicated group of volunteers are the 30 some children that were willing to take the time to help tell the story of the birth of the Christ child.  Thank you to Nancy Weimer for all of her hard work regarding the pageant, Bob Matlack for all of his assistance in regards to the pageant and Margaret Bukkosy for her musical input and willingness to juggle so much at once. A special thank you to Dan Newcomb for serving as pageant narrator.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Tuesday Family Nights for January and February 2005
Tuesday, January 11, 2005 and Tuesday, February 8, 2005 are the next scheduled Tuesday Family nights.  The evening runs from 6:30 p.m. until approximately. 8:30 p.m.  We eat pizza, have salad, a beverage and someone usually brings a dessert or two.  It’s a fun way to spend an evening while your children attend choir or even if they don’t.  

JOIN US!  WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU COME AND SPEND TIME WITH US!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Honoring those in the Military 

Rev. Bob, Pastor Alva & Karen meet each month and talk about things that are planned for St. James and things they would like to see happen.  It was during one of these meetings that we decided we would like to find a way to honor our members who serve in the military.  A special area is being set-up to display photos of those serving in the military.  We would like to set-up the display by Presidents day weekend, Sunday, February 20th.  If you have a loved one serving in the military please drop off a photo to the church office or place it in Karen or Alva’s mailbox.  We hope this display will serve as a reminder of our military personnel that are serving our country and help us to remember them in our prayers.  You are also invited to include a short paragraph or two about how they are related to you and where they are serving and in what capacity.  

Friday Night Alive

Friday, January 14 and Saturday, February 12, 2005  (due to their Lenten Fish Fries)

Mark you calendars with these two dates and remember to put your name on the sign-up sheet.  This is a fun way to spend an evening attending a Contemporary Musical Service at Windom Community Church led by Pastor Herbert Haley., 3766 Orchard Park Rd. , (by Ralph Wilson Stadium).  All are welcome and entire youth groups and families are encouraged to attend.  There will be live music and a lot of singing.  If you are interested in attending there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or you can ask Karen what the service is like.  THIS IS MOST DEFINITELY A FAMILY FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE!!!!!  There is no childcare but you won’t need it because all are included to dance, sing and praise the Lord!!!

Lion King

An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 9, 2005 following worship in the Bulletin Board area.  At that time you will be asked to pick which date you would like to attend the Lion King.  Once we have all agreed on a date that is best for the majority a deposit must be placed and tickets will be ordered.  If you have any questions please speak to Karen.
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Feb. 6th is the day of the Super Bowl or at St. James the SOUPER BOWL.  

Help the children of the church school program as they help to battle hunger with thousands of others.  Every dollar you drop in a soup pot will help people in need feel the power of God’s Love.  This program began 15 years ago on Super Bowl Sunday when a group of inspired young people decided they wanted to do something to help fight hunger.  They created the SOUPER BOWL OF CARING.  Since going nationwide in 1993, more than $24 million has been raised for people in need.  

As you leave worship on the morning of the NFL Super Bowl, individuals are encouraged to contribute $1 or more to help support anti-hunger programs.  Church School children will be standing throughout the building ready to accept your donation.  

While at the National Youth Event in Knoxville, Tennessee last July we had the chance to see a Souper Bowl of Caring Hunger Labyrinth that was made with 750 pounds of food and toiletries.  

Lenten Meditative Walk
Please be sure to take the time, beginning the first week in Lent, to visit the meditative walk that can be found throughout the church building.  This is the 3rd year the walk has been made available and I hope people finding it inspiring and thought provoking.  There will be a list of the stops on the walk at the rear entrance of the building.  If you have any questions please speak to Karen. 

Lenten Handouts

During the Lenten season there will be handouts in a basket near the Horton Lounge.  Please help yourself to one or more of the items for you and your loved ones to use and guide you through the Lenten season.

Gospel of John  (DVD)

 On Sunday, March 6th at 11:45 a.m. anyone interested in viewing the movie “The Gospel of John” is invited to meet at the Youth House.  We will be ordering lunch from the Now (please remember to bring some cash to pay for your lunch).  Any questions can be directed to Karen.  The movie is rated PG-13 (parents strongly cautioned some material may be inappropriate for children under 13).  The movie is about 4 ½ hours in length.  We will begin viewing the movie and see how far we get and decide as a group when we would like to finish viewing it.

FUNdaising
We hosted another successful FUNdraising lunch; this time we served chili.  A special thank you to all who helped make this lunch a success, despite a very busy holiday season.  We will be hosting another lunch January 23rd, so mark your calendars.  If you are willing to make desserts or help with the lunch, please let us know.  Any donations of paper products are also appreciated.

The youth are continuing their can/bottle drive - so if you have any to donate please drop them off on the front porch of the youth house and we will take care of them.  Please try to place the cans/bottles near the inside porch wall so we can get into the youth house.  We appreciate all the drop off’s that have been made and please remember this is an on going FUNdraiser.  We do not return these weekly, so please try and rinse the bottles and cans before dropping them off.  

Community Service

Our Community Service Committee is planning a few events.  It may seem early, but the 2005 Tour de Cure registration is already in progress.  Help us make a difference in the lives of the 18 million Americans suffering from diabetes by joining us in this great event!  The ride will take place June 4th.  Chad Los Schumacher has volunteered to be our organizer for this event, please see him or Donna Schumacher for more information.  

YOUTH SERVICE – A date has not been selected for the Youth Service but will be posted in your bulletin as soon as it is selected.
Mission Trip Update
We have talked a lot about planning a mission trip for the summer of 2005.  We have decided that rather than trying to quickly pull together the trip over the next few months, we’re going to do some long range planning of our own.  We are planning a smaller scale trip for the summer of 2005, where we hope to visit some of the less fortunate than ourselves for a few days.  Please watch for more details.

150th Anniversary CD/DVD
If you haven’t done so, pick up a copy of the anniversary CD/DVD and make a donation to the youth.  There are still several copies available, just ask a youth to get you a copy from the CE office.  We try to have them available on Sunday mornings, so look for them following worship.  All donations go directly to the youth program.  This is a youth FUNdraising project, so please support their efforts.

Theme Basket Social/Auction 

Our annual Theme Basket Social/Auction will be held on Saturday, February 5th from 7 p.m.–9 p.m. and Sunday, February 6th during coffee hour.  Drawings will be Sunday at 11:45a.m.  A few baskets will have the winners drawn on Saturday evening.  This year we would like to start making baskets early so we have more time to display them and we aren’t as rushed!  We will be happy to take donations of baskets or items for baskets anytime between now and February 1st.  We are also looking for people to help plan this event and to get together and make up the baskets.  If you are interested, please contact Cher Kramer at 649-6551 or Karen Reinagel.  We will have a short planning meeting Sunday, January 2nd following worship in the Resource Room.  Please consider joining us as we work together to plan this fun event.  Workers are needed to donate pies and layer cakes, theme baskets or items for baskets, bake sale items, help in the kitchen or to be runners, and people are also needed to take admission visas to sell to others.  We need a lot of help to make this event a success!  Cher Kramer has already donated items for the Theme Basket Social.  When I came into my office I thought Santa had arrived.  Also Thank You to Rita Los for thinking ahead and collecting and donating several baskets that we can fill.  Great Job Ladies!  We’d like to see baskets donated from Council, Cabinet and other committees.

WAY WINTER RETREAT

(Western Area Youth)   

When:
January 28 – January 30, 2005

Where:
Ebenezer United Church of Christ


630 Main Street


West Seneca, NY 14224


Phone:  674-4566


Rev. Ralph T. Anderson – Pastor

Who:
Western Association Youth of United Church of Christ & Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Topic:
We Are God’s Hands
Cost:
Youth – $20.00


Advisors - $10.00


MUST BE POSTMARKED BY JANUARY 19, 2005.


$5.00 Late Fee after January 19th.  No reservations at the door.

Ratio:
6 Youth to 1 Adult

Start:
Registration is at 7:00 p.m. Friday, January 28th.

Finish:
Pickup is 12:15 p.m. Sunday, January 30th (after church)

For additional information regarding this event, please see Karen Reinagel or the sign posted on the Youth Bulletin Board.

NEW YORK STATE YOUTH EVENT 

Do you remember back in October 2004 when we hosted the New York State Youth Planning Committee WELL---- the time is coming for the event they were planning and it’s happening the weekend of March 11th - 13th at Watson Homestead in Painted Post, NY.  Forms were not available before the newsletter went out, but circle the dates and check the bulletin and the Youth bulletin board for future information.  This event is for 9th - 12th grade.  

YOUTH ICE SKATING 

The youth will be going ice-skating Jan. 22nd.  Times to be determined.  Please check the bulletin, the youth bulletin board & your home mailbox for more details over the next few weeks.

From the Editor . . .
As 2004 is drawing to an end (by the time you receive this newsletter we probably will already have ushered in 2005!) I looked around the church at the many different people that I see every week.  Some I know better than others – some, I am ashamed to say, I probably haven’t even stopped to say hello to.  Yet, each of you are part of my family – for we are ALL God’s children.

As I sat and looked around at everyone, I began to wonder – what are your hopes and dreams for 2005?  So, I asked this question:  “If you had one wish for 2005, what would it be?”

Here are a few of the answers:

Peace, always peace.  Bring our military home.  Peace on Earth.  (More often than not, this was the response I received.)

A Healthy and Happy New Year for my personal family and my church family.

I want people to have good health.

Happiness!

For my grandson to get well.

Peace and Harmony.

Compassion.

For my wife’s back to be cured.

No more hunger in the world.

I wish my children would talk to each other – that would make me so happy.

Healing for everyone on the prayer list.

Good health – definitely!

That our troops return home safely.

And what would my wish be for 2005?  I want to be able to say that I have done a better job at speaking and getting to know all of our church family members – for in knowing each of you, I know God more fully.  

May everyone have a blessed 2005.

Linda Meyer


Got rummage or junk that has been hanging around the house that you keep telling yourself you should just get rid of one of these days?





Now’s the time to start planning to do just that!





The annual St. James Rummage Sale will be held on April 8, 9 and 10.  Start saving your stuff and remember:  “One man’s junk is another man’s treasure!”  Further details will be forthcoming.


					 Patty Jensen





Look for more information in the March Newsletter.





NY Conference UCC


42nd Annual Meeting


May 20 – 22, 2005





Buffalo Hyatt Regency Hotel





Lift Every Voice That All May Have Life in Fullness





Our 2005 Confirmation Class will begin with a meeting for all confirmands, mentors, and parents of confirmands on Sunday, January 23rd immediately following our worship service.





Once again, each confirmand will have a mentor who will meet with their confirmand on a weekly basis to talk about issues of faith.  Ninth graders and other interested students should contact the Church Office or Reverend Matlack to let them know that they would like to be a part of this year’s class.
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CHURCH SCHOOL RESUMES SUNDAY, JANARY 2, 2005!





January/February 2005




















THE ST. JAMES CONNECTOR





The Annual Meeting of St. James United Church of Christ will be held in the Assembly Hall immediately following our morning worship service on Sunday, February 13th.  We expect the meeting to conclude by 12:15 – 12:30.





Childcare will be provided during the meeting.





We need YOUR presence!  Some people always avoid business meetings, but this meeting of our congregation is a time to set policy and direction for the coming year; it is a time for YOU to be heard.  At this meeting we will hear more about our Capital Funds Campaign and follow up on our “Church Chat” – Long Range Planning effort.





Please mark this date on your calendar and plan on attending.





We anticipate that the 2004 Annual Reports will be available starting Sunday, February 6th.








ANNUAL MEETING


Sunday, February 13th  











2005 CONFIRMATION CLASS


Sunday, January 23rd
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