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G.I.F.T. Pulpit Exchange

G.I.F.T. stands for Growing In Faith Together.  Over the years several larger congregations (currently St. James, Amherst Community, & First Congregational, Angola) have worked with several smaller congregations (currently First Congregational, Niagara Falls and St. John’s, Strykersville).  In this unique partnership we have worshipped and ministered together.  We have supported one another, and we have all grown as a result.

In celebration of this special ministry, and also as a way of getting to know each other better, on April 24th we will be having a G.I.F.T. pulpit exchange.  Clergy from each of the five congregations will be preaching to a different congregation that Sunday.  Tomislav Dosch from St. John’s Strykersville will be here at St. James, and Bob will be up at Amherst Community Church.  Please help us in the special celebration of our common ministry.

Ladies, You Are Invited To . . .

The Western Area UCC & Disciples Women’s Annual meeting.  

Pilgrim St. Luke UCC, 335 Richmond Ave.

Saturday, April 9th 

9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

The theme is ”Showers of Blessings”.  Reservations need to be made by April 1st.   If you are interested in attending, please see Pastor Alva Looze. 

Annual Rummage Sale – April 8th & 9th; Bag Sale – April 10th
Just a reminder the rummage sale will be Friday, April 8th from 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, April 9th from 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.; the traditional bag sale will be on April 10th after worship.

We still need help with setting-up & pricing (Thursday, April 7th from 9:00 a.m. - ?), kitchen help, floor help and cleaning up.  We still need donations of baked goods to sell the two days of the sale.  Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.  If you have any questions, please contact Patty Jensen at 649-6171.

[image: image6.wmf]Mark Your Calendars – Sunday, April 17th 

Once again the Youth of St. James will be holding a Spaghetti Luncheon following worship.  Don’t forget to bring your appetite for an absolutely wonderful meal.

April 24th – After Church – Don’t Miss It

On Sunday, April 24th we will be officially kicking off our Capital Fund Raising Campaign.  You will be both surprised and delighted by the news you hear that day.  Don’t miss it!
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St. James United Church of Christ
76 Main Street
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-649-6171

Email – stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com
Website – www.saintjamesucc.com

“What the New Testament Church Says to Today’s Church”

Presented by Rev. Dr. Paul Hammer

April 16th, Saturday at Faith UCC Boston from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

It will be an exciting time that we can share with our sisters and brothers of the Southtown’s Cluster.  There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.

The New York Conference Annual Meeting

This event will be hosted in downtown Buffalo from May 20th-22nd at the Hyatt Regency.  It is an exciting time in the church.  There will be seven workshops, all on Saturday afternoon, and each designed to assist local churches in solving problems and strengthening their congregations.

Available Workshops:

1. Building Volunteer Church Choirs

2. Music for Congregations, Especially Smaller Churches

3. Your Pension, Our Church

4. How the NY Conference Can Help Your Church

5. Global Missions

6. The Healing Service

7. God Is Still Speaking
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Virtue

Our character for the month of April is Virtue.  Virtue is doing what is right demonstrated in thought, voice, and action throughout your lifetime.  Always take the high road to truth and justice.  Thinking, contemplating, and meditating on virtuous things produces virtuous life within us.  It will affect both what we say and what we do.  Living the life of virtue will produce God’s peace with us throughout our lifetimes.  The Bible is often called the “Good Book,” and for a reason.  Virtue is thinking, saying and doing God’s Word throughout our whole lives.  Virtue demonstrates God’s character through us and gives us His peace.


Excerpts taken from Brent Doyle, Jr.


Character Council Faith Based Committee 

Sewing Mission

Tuesday, April 12th – 9:30 a.m.


The St. James Women’s Sewing Mission will meet in the Assembly Hall.  Bring your lunch; dessert will be provided.

All are welcome – Come Join the FUN!

Servers’ Fellowship Group

Tuesday, April 26th – 1:00 p.m.


The next meeting will be held at ZJ’s Restaurant.

We extend a thank you to the following women who served at Coffee Hour during the month of April:


April 3rd 
Gladys Hornberger & Laura Zittel


April 10th 
Joyce Meyer & Alva Looze


April 17th
Nancy Banks & Charlotte Wittmeyer


April 24th 
Joanne Roberts & Marie Newman

The group is becoming very active with many projects planned for the future.  We would like you to come and offer your suggestions for our future planning.

	April 2005

	Sunday 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, April 3!
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	1
	2

9:00 Property

6:30 Worship

	3

9:30 Chancel Warmup

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:30 – Board of CE
	4

8:30 AM - Helping Hands
	5

NO Board of CE

7:00 Chapel Reh.

7:30 Youth Reh.
	6
	7

10:00 Bible Study

7:00 TLC Board

Rummage Sale Set-Up
	8

Rummage Sage
	9

Rummage Sale

6:30 Worship

	10

9:30ChancelWarmup

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:00 Rummage Sale

7:00 Confirmation


	11

8:30 AM - Helping Hands

7:00 Church Council
	12

9:30 Sewing Mission

6:30 Tues.Fam.Night

7:00 Social Concerns

7:00 Chapel Reh.

7:30 Youth Reh.
	13

7:00 Youth Group Meeting
	14

10:00 Bible Study
	15
	16

9:00 Property

9:30 Cluster Retreat at Faith UCC

6:30 Worship

	17

9:30 Youth Warmup

10:00 Worship

10:30 Church School

11:10 Youth Spaghetti Lunch
	18

8:30 AM - Helping Hands
	19

7:00 Chapel Reh.

7:30 Youth Reh.
	20
	21

10:00 Bible Study
	22
	23

6:30 Worship

	24   9:30Chapel Wup

10:00 Worship-GIFT

Pulpit Exchange

10:30 Church School

Kick-off for Capital

Fund Campaign
	25

8:30 AM - Helping Hands
	26

1:00 Servers

6:30 Youth Board

7:00 Chapel Reh.

7:30 Youth Reh.
	27
	28

10:00 Bible Study
	29[image: image2.wmf]
	30

6:30 Worship



Altar Flowers:  Now Provided by Carters Florist

St. James will now be getting the altar flowers from Carters florist at a cost of $12.50 per arrangement.

As always, please have the information you would like printed in the bulletin to the Church Office by Wednesday morning prior to the Sunday they will be placed. 

Also, remember to take your arrangement after worship.

Food Pantry

April 3rd 
Paper Products

April 10th 
Jell-O & Pudding Mixes

April 17th 
Bisquick & Bread Mixes

April 24th 
Hot & Cold Cereals

Deaths
Richard Szalasny

Born:  
February 12, 1926

Died:  
March 9, 2005

Service:
March 20, 2005

Thank You to . . .

On behalf of the residents at Hopevale, Inc., I would like to thank you for your contribution to our agency. The generosity of supporters like you helps us attain our mission of rebuilding the young lives that are placed here.  Your donations provide comprehensive, therapeutic, educational, and support services to the children living here, and your continued support allows us to provide a nurturing environment.  Thank you again for remembering our youth at Hopevale.

Mark O’Brien, Executive Director
Karen Cialone for her efforts in obtaining newer computers, which have been donated to St. James and TLC and also to Nick Reinagel and Dave Cialone for their efforts in downloading programs and setting the computers up.


Charlotte Lujan
Remember In Your Prayers . . . Pay a Visit . . . Send a Card . . .

Lakewood Health Center


5775 Maelou Drive, Hamburg, NY 14075-7419


Reve Kibby


Mary Schumacher


Dorothy Mueller


Ruth Goulding

Rosewood Village



6 Buffalo Street, Hamburg, NY 14075-5025


Norma Madden

Autumnview


4650 Southwestern Blvd., Hamburg, NY 14075-1939


Bertha Sickau


Maybelle Deichman


Dorothy Shadle

Eden Heights



4071 Hardt Road, Eden, NY 14057-9650


Alice Klein

Seneca Manor



2987 Seneca Street, West Seneca, NY 14224-2648


Evelyn Ferguson

AT HOME:

Edith Avery 

12 N. Franklin St., Cattaraugus, NY 14719-1106

Minerva Anderson



5638 Homestead Road, Hamburg, NY 14075

Arch & Evelyn Ottley

52 Long Avenue, Hamburg, NY 14075

Harold Staffehl



S5166 Pittsburg Street, Hamburg, NY  14075

Notes from the Music Director

Praise and Sacrifice

Wow!  Something wonderful happened this morning at church!  I hope you were at worship, or you missed it!   Today is Sunday, March 13, 2005 and every single person who is a regular member of Chancel Choir showed up to sing for the first time since September.  It was really exciting.  That meant we had 15 people singing their praises to God.  What a wonderful blend.  The music sounded so full and everything was sung so musically!  It made everyone feel good about the sacrifices they had made to prepare the music.

 If you were in church you would have noticed the full sound of the choir.  Patty, MaryAnn, Jill, Ann and Linda sang wonderfully in the soprano section.  The alto section, Jan, Norma, Cathy and Marta were right on cue.  Our two tenors, Nick and Dianne didn’t have to worry about covering up the melody because there were enough sopranos to balance the sound.  The basses, John, Dan, Dave and Bill sang with gusto!  We all noticed the BIG difference there is in the choir’s sound when all of these voices are lifted in song.  It makes all of our spirits soar, like eagle’s wings! 

We are always encouraging singers to consider joining our choirs.  The more voices, the better we can praise God.  I went home thinking wouldn’t it be wonderful if everyone came for every rehearsal and was able to come to sing every time the choir was scheduled.  I know that is not a reality, so adding more voices to the choir is the best option to keep a stable quality of music.  We especially need sopranos at the moment, but all voices are warmly welcome.  If you sang with a choir in high school or college, why don’t you consider making the 45-minute rehearsal commitment (sacrifice!) on Sunday mornings after church. If you played an instrument somewhere in the distant past, and can read music, even if you are not a singer, we can help you develop the skills.  We just need you to be willing to attend rehearsals regularly and sacrifice some of your time to this worthwhile endeavor.  


Sometimes we underestimate the importance of the small sacrifices we make to attend rehearsals faithfully.  This sacrifice is repaid many times in the feeling of personal accomplishment when the choir sings.  If we skip a choir rehearsal, it becomes twice as easy to skip the following week. The result is that the music becomes foreign to us because we haven’t practiced it enough.  Pretty soon we attend choir when it is convenient, or when nothing else is more enticing. Other choir members notice, and the result is that it spreads like a cancer.  This casualness is a part of our society, and is probably one of the reasons that the church is no longer the center of life for many families.  So, we hope that if you make the sacrifice to sing with choir, you will become a faithful member. 

A good choir enhances worship and certainly deserves the sacrifice that its members are making to enhance worship.  Are you willing to praise God and make a small sacrifice by attending rehearsals and singing with the choir when it is scheduled?  You will find that it will lift your spirits!  May the Lord help us to share what we have and not neglect to do good, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God (Hebrews 13).

Christian Ed & Youth News

Vacation Bible School

This year’s Vacation Bible School will be held at St. James August 1st – 5th.  The date and place has been set and the planning is underway.  Stay tuned for further details in future newsletters.  

Start saving empty frosting containers, and toilet and paper towel rolls that will be used for crafts.

Sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested in helping.  The next VBS meeting will be Thursday, May 12 at 7:00 pm in the Resource Room.   

St. James Day

St. James Day will be held on June 5th at the Dunkirk Conference Center.  This is our annual church picnic and ends the church school program for the summer months.

Youth Service

Sometimes in life you take things for granted and then something happens that moves you and makes you sit up and take notice.  This is what happened to me and many of the people who attended this year’s Youth Service.  What a wonderful job our Youth did!  I would like to share some of the messages I received in regards to this year’s service:

“Congratulations to the young people who did such a splendid job presenting their Sunday Service for Youth Sunday.  It was a pleasure to be there and know that we at St. James, can be very proud of each and everyone of them.  Thank you.”

Norma Monckton

   “I was pleasantly surprised to read in Sunday’s program that the Youth service was presented in memory of Mr. Zittel.

   All of the members that participated did an excellent job.  The sermon by Ryan Karn was so interesting.  Enjoyed the solo by Stephanie Aselin, accompanied by Dan Jackson – she has a lovely voice.  Needles to say the children enjoyed Emily Rust’s handout of candy following her children’s sermon.

   Special thanks go to you, Donna and Rita for the excellent guidance.

   Norm would have been so pleased by the honor.  Thank you so much.”

Laura Zittel

Paula Pfister Dessert Auction

A special thank you to all who baked or bid on one of our special desserts.  I hope you all enjoyed this fun event and I hope those who won a dessert enjoyed every bite.  The total raised for this event was not available at the time of printing, but we appreciate all who participated in this event to help raise funds for the Paula Pfister Scholarship fund.  The money from this fund is used to award scholarships to our youth who have been an active part of our Christian Education Program during their four years of high school. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Lost and Found Concert

(Performed at the National Youth Event in 2004)

NEWS FLASH!!!!!!  There is going to be a concert held at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 453 Old Falls Boulevard, North Tonawanda on April 17th at 4:00 p.m.  Our Middle and Senior High Youth will be provided tickets for the concert and pizza dinner.  Admission for others is $7.00/person or $10which includes pizza dinner.  Max cost is $25/family. 

Teacher’s Appreciation Luncheon

On Sunday, May 1st we will be honoring our Christian Education teaching staff, assistants, substitutes and anyone who is involved with the Christian Education Program at St. James.  Everyone is welcome to attend this special occasion.  The Youth Choir will be providing us with entertainment as they sing songs from West Side Story (one of my favorites).  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and a space to indicate what you would like to bring.  The Board of Christian Education will be making salads and the Church Council will be making desserts, as they traditionally have.  

If you are interested in helping to honor those involved with our Christian Education program please check the “would like to help” column on the sign-up sheet We can always use a hand setting-up, cleaning-up, putting the food out or making coffee, drinks or rolling meat for the platters.    

Tuesday Family Night

Join us for this special evening from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. for pizza, salad, beverages, dessert and a good time in conjunction with the last chapel & youth choir rehearsal until September. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board (it helps us figure how much pizza to order).  Please indicate if you are willing to bring a dessert.  Patty Jensen and Margaret Bukkosy will be overseeing the event this month.  If you would like to help in anyway or have any questions please talk to Patty or Margaret.  We will decide at the family night if we want to schedule a May 10th Tuesday Family Night or wait until September and start up again with the choir schedule.
Dunkirk Conference Center

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
It’s not to late to register for a camp at the Dunkirk Conference Center.  Sign-up, hand in your registration form and deposit to Nancy Weimer by April 10th and we will do the rest.  

Remember, we offer a 1/3 scholarship for St. James members based on the Super Early Bird Rate.  Children entering 2nd grade in the fall of 2005 are eligible to register as first time campers.  Camps are offered for children and youth through post high, a women’s weekend, family camps and an adult music camp.  If you have questions, stop in or call the church office.
Summer Childcare & Church School

I am looking for someone who is willing to oversee childcare for the summer months.  This entails keeping a watch on the Child Care Room and checking to see that people remember to sign-up (we will put up the sign-up sheet) for a date to help out and then checking to call and remind them of the date they signed up for.  

Please consider signing-up to do childcare for a Sunday or two during the summer months.  I would like to combine childcare with an enrichment time for the children.  This would be for children up to kindergarten and then following the children’s sermon the children in the service would join together in the lounge and have an enrichment time together.  Interested in helping?  Talk to Karen.

TLC & St. James

Did you realize that TLC and St. James are working together to provide a safe and happy learning environment for the children in daycare and the children that attend church school?  St. James is a busy place and many people, organizations and groups use the building.  By working together we can make St. James a positive experience to all who enter through our doors.

I always told my children when they were growing up that they need to be respectful of others and other’s property.  If we went on a picnic I would ask them to pick up an extra piece of trash or two just to do our part in helping to keep the places we used in good condition.  The same is true of our church building - many use it and we need to take extra pride and care to keep it in the best condition we can.

Did you realize that New York State has a person that visits our building to make sure that it is a clean and safe environment for the children that attend TLC? For example the infant room and the 3 & 4-year-old room (as we refer to them) need to be cleaned and disinfected each day.  If someone changes an infant or a child on a changing table in either of these rooms the changing table (by law) is to be cleaned and disinfected so infections and germs are not spread from child to child.  If toys are put in the children’s mouths the daycare center disinfects the toys so germs are not spread as easily.

So when we go into the rooms that are used by TLC we should be keeping this in mind and take care to not only put items back where we found them but also if a child is changed we need to disinfect the changing area.  This also applies to highchairs, tabletops, chairs, toys and floors.  Together we can continue to make St. James a place where our community feels welcome.






Karen

 Circus Tickets for April 2nd

The Christian Education Department has been given several FREE tickets to the Garden Bros. Circus being held at HSBC Arena on April 2nd.  There are two show times, one at 3:30 p.m. and another at 7:45 p.m.  You can visit WWW.GARDENBROTHERS.COM to learn more about this group and check out some of the games they have for children on the site.  If you are interested in attending one of the shows there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  Or speak to Karen if you want more information.  Thank you to Mark Walling for providing us with this opportunity.

Friday Night “ALIVE”

Windom Community Church

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Fridays, April 8th, May 13th and June 10th .

A nondenominational evening of Praise & Worship; Contemporary Christian Music; Live Bands, Adult Friendly, Child & Teen Oriented.
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THE ST. JAMES CONNECTOR











Sunday, May 1 – Teacher Recognition And Choir Awards Sunday!


Both Youth and Chapel Choirs will sing and receive their choir awards.


Youth Choir will sing songs from West Side Story at the Teacher Recognition Luncheon!





See Page 7 for Free Tickets to the Circus
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The piece in the March newsletter about one extra copy of These Days should have read “There is one extra LARGE print copy of These Days.  If you are interested please contact the church office.”  I apologize for any confusion.  The copies on the tables in the rear of the sanctuary and near the office are for anyone to take and enjoy. 
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