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Sabbatical Update

My sabbatical plans are coming more clearly into focus.  As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, I will be on sabbatical leave from Monday, June 7th (the day after our church picnic) through Labor Day, September 5th.  During that time, the Church Council has arranged for Pastor Alva Looze to be here to cover our most critical needs.

The focus on my sabbatical is prayer.  In our hectic society we have to be very intentional to create time and space in our lives for prayer.  The pace is normally so fast that we rush from one thing to the next.  I find that tension in my own life, as well as in the lives of many members of our congregation.

My intention is to have several (3 or 4) periods of intentional prayer each day.  As I previously mentioned, I will be working with a form of prayer that focuses on praying the scriptures.  In addition, I have an extensive reading list that I will be spending a significant amount of time on.  Many of these books focus on prayer, while others focus on other areas of the life of the church.  Some of these books are old friends that I have read before and want to explore further, while others are new to me, but I am excited about what they have to offer.

Much of the sabbatical time I will be here in Hamburg, though we have scheduled some family vacation time as part of the mix as well.

May God bless each of you!

Bob

Alva Looze Called as 

Associate Pastor!
Our Search Committee has worked hard in the months since our Annual Meeting.  They have met numerous times, including one meeting with the interim Regional Conference Minister of the New York Conference UCC.  In the process they have discussed what qualities and abilities we needed in an Associate Pastor.  They have considered a number of candidates and they recommended to the Church Council that we call Alva Looze to this position.  In a special meeting held after church on Sunday, May 16th, the Council approved this recommendation.

Alva has been a member of this congregation since June 17, 2000; previous to that time she was a member of St. John’s UCC, Eden.

Alva completed the New York Conference Lay Ministry Program in 1988 and became a recognized Lay Minister in our Association.  Since that time she has continued her education, taking at least two courses each year.  Alva has led worship services in many UCC congregations around the Association; and most recently served as the interim pastor of Trinity UCC, Gowanda from April 2001 – October 2003.

Alva will begin on June 1, 2004.  During the summer months she will work approximately 30 hours/week.  About 2/3rds of this time will be filling in for Reverend Matlack while he is on sabbatical; the remaining 1/3 of the time is intended to give Alva time to begin planning some of the new ministry initiatives that are intended to be part of the Associate Pastor position.

Starting in September, Alva will work half time as our Associate Pastor.  Alva, Karen Reinagel (our Director of CE) and Reverend Matlack will be meeting to define areas of responsibility so that we can limit the amount of overlapping responsibilities and keep our focus on expanding the ministries that St. James is able to offer. 

At the February 2006 congregational meeting this position will be evaluated and a decision will be made about our ability to continue this increased level of staffing.

With all her energy and expertise it is a pleasure to welcome her to the Associate Pastor position at St. James!

Bob

We Need YOU!
We are looking for Welcomers and Greeters – youth or adult members – for the coming months.

What, may you ask do they do?  They are the friendly people that welcome and greet members and visitors to worship at St. James.  Welcomers are located in the lobby outside the Horton Lounge; greeters are positioned in the back of the sanctuary.

Welcomers and Greeters can direct visitors to Nancy Weimer or Karen Reinagel regarding our Sunday School; or just say that first cheerful “hello” to someone.

Remember, this is God’s House – won’t you help Him make people feel at home?

Server’s Fellowship Group
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On June 22nd, the annual picnic will be held at the home of Joanne Roberts.  More information will be published in the Sunday bulletins during the month of June.

NOTE:  There will be no meetings held in July and August.

Sewing Mission
[image: image4.wmf]The Women’s Sewing Mission will meet on Tuesday, June 8th for our regular work session followed by lunch at The Promenade Restaurant.  ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US.  Please contact Karen Sutton at 532-5991 BEFORE Tuesday, June 1st to sign-up and to make a menu selection.

NOTE:  During July and August, the Women’s Sewing Mission will be giving their busy hands a vacation from sewing.
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Praying Grandmas
Remember us when you need a prayer!  God doesn’t take a vacation and neither will we.  Jesus said, “If you abide in me and my words, I will abide in you.  You will ask what you desire and it shall be done for you.”  John 15:7

Love & Blessing to All – Have a safe and happy summer!
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Tuesday Family Night – Encore
There has been a special request by the Long Range Planning Committee for a June Tuesday Family Night.  It will be held on Tuesday, June 22nd from 6:15 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (pizza arriving at 6:30 p.m.)

If you are interested in attending, please sign-up on the sheet located on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.  Please indicate whether you are willing to bring a salad or dessert.

Information regarding the resumption of Tuesday Family Night will be in the September Connector.

Thank You to . . .

· Ellie Tweedy for making the pretty crosses for us and in our “colors” too!  God Bless You Ellie – you are a Gem!

· The Servers

· Reverend Matlack for his many visits and prayers when I was in Mercy Hospital and at Lakewood.  Also, thank you to Alva Looze and my many friends at St. James for all their prayers, cards and concern.

· Shirley Perrine
· Everyone for their cards, calls, best wishes, prayers and visits from Reverend Matlack.

· Bob & Dorothy Mueller
· Butch and Linda Meyer – did you notice on Easter morning the flowers in the bell and how the archway was decked out in all its glory?  Thanks for sharing your creative talents.

· Anonymous
On May 13, 2004, Chad Los Schumacher, of Troop 285 sponsored by Hillcrest Fire Department was awarded the rank of Eagle Scout at the Presbyterian Church in Orchard Park.   Reverend Robert Matlack gave the service’s benediction.

· “I want to say Thank You all very much! It has been a long road to Eagle Scout. So many of you have helped along the way. The members of this congregation have bought scout popcorn to send me to summer camp. You bought raffle tickets to send me to the Florida Keys for my high adventure trip on a sailboat. When I asked to fix up the Youth House, the Board of Christian Education supported me. Everyone again found materials and funds to make my Eagle Project a reality. Rev. Bob and Nancy Weimer were there as I grew in my faith, and I have the badge to prove it. An eagle needs the wind to soar. St. James is the wind beneath my Eagle wings . . .”

· Chad Los Schumacher

· 
To the Sewing Mission Group for the cover they made for the overhead projector that is housed in the Resource Room.  I really appreciate your efforts.

· Karen Reinagel & the Brd. of CE

· Thank anyone and everyone for donating what they could and supporting me while I have been so far away for these past nine months.  Your thoughts and gifts came at the perfect time for me since this yearlong program is beginning to seem like it may never end!  Everything that was sent has been put to use in the best possible way – making this place feel a bit more like home, and it has helped more than I can describe in these short lines.  Also, rest assured that the pictures that the Sunday school classes drew for me are hung up on the fridge in our kitchen.  They really do tie the whole room together!  I can’t wait to come home in September and see everyone again and say thanks in person, but this will have to do for now.  Thanks again, please know that you are all in my prayers and thoughts.

· Peace, JJ Lindstrom
· Thank you for all your thoughts and prayers during my illness. It means a lot to have such a special church family praying for me.

· Peace, Peter Reinagel 
Dear Church Family,

Words cannot express our appreciation for all the prayers, love and support you gave our family during this most difficult time.  A special thank you for Bob for all the visits, prayers and talks.  The memorial service was such a beautiful tribute to Dick.  Also a special thank you to Margaret Bukkosy for the wonderful music for Dick’s service.  It meant a lot to all of us.  

Another special thank you to Norma Monckton, Pudge Schmidt, Charlotte Lujan, Ruth Rathman & Alva Looze for all their help with the reception after the memorial service.  We thank all of you from the bottom of our hearts.  Knowing Dick is now in heaven at peace and with God is most comforting.  Your thoughtfulness will always be remembered.  Love and Peace,

· Rose Marie Miller & Steven & Kimberly & Jeremy Rust 
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Get Started:

* Each player has a game piece
(buttons, beans, or coins).

* Youngest player starts.

How To Play:

* Flip a coin. For heads move 1 space. For tails move 2 spaces.

* If you land on a space with stars, move ahead as many spaces
as there are stars.

¢ Take turns flipping the coin. W w “ m ”





REGISTRY
Baptisms
Laney Marie Fraass

Born:  Feb. 5, 2004

Baptized:  Mar. 28, 2004

Parents:  Rob & Carolee Fraass

Dylan Patrick Dunham

Born:  Dec. 3, 2003

Baptized:  Apr. 25, 2004

Parents:  Kim Gilgallon & Dale Dunham

Alexis Rose Joan Lowry

Born:  May 2, 2004

Baptized:  May 9, 2004

Parents:  Jeremy & Lisa Lowry

Timothy J. Aselin

Born:  Oct. 2, 1988

Baptized:  May 16, 2004

Parents:  Joe & Sandy Aselin

Deaths

Richard N. Miller

Born:  Mar. 22, 1950

Died:  Apr. 16, 2004

Service:  Apr. 20, 2004




Food Pantry

June
6th
Dry Milk

13th
Cake & Muffin Mixes

20th
Canned Vegetables

27th
Instant Potatoes

July
4th
Noodles & Macaroni

11th
Paper Products

18th
Jell-O & Pudding Mixes

25th
Bisquick & Bread Mixes

August
1st
Hot & Cold Cereals

8th
Spaghetti Sauce & Canned Stew & Ravioli

15th
Pancake Mix & Oatmeal

22nd
Pasta & Pasta Dinner Mixes

29th
Canned & Dry Soup

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & YOUTH INFORMATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

June 1st (Tuesday) at 7 p.m. in Resource Room

July - No Bd. meeting

August 3rd (Tuesday) at 7 p.m. in Resource Room

FOR YOUTH EVENTS SCHEDULED IN JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 

Please refer to the Calendar in this edition of the Connector for dates and times of Youth Events occurring during the summer months.

ON GOING FUNdraiser - YOUTH CAN DRIVE 

The youth will be continuing their can drive indefinitely.  Cans may be left on the front porch of the youth house, outside the CE office on the 2nd floor, or talk to Donna, Rita or Karen.  Thank you to those of you who have donated. 

JUST A REMINDER!
Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 12th - Fall session of church school begins and we will be holding our annual ice cream social as a kick off!

ATTENDING KINGDOM BOUND 2004

AUGUST 1 - 4 @ SIX FLAGS DARIEN LAKE
Mark & Heidi Walling are interested in taking a group of youth to KINGDOM BOUND in AUGUST.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, check it out for more information or talk to Heidi or Mark (648-2138).

SENIOR HIGH (GRADE 10 – 12th) YOUTH CAMPING TRIP & RETREAT

AUGUST 7 & 8TH AT NEWCOMB’S
Dan & Barb Newcomb have generously offered to let the Sr. High Youth use their land to hold a retreat/ camping trip.  Donna Schumacher is planning this event if you would like more information please speak to her.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  


NATIONAL YOUTH EVENT  - (NYE 2004)

The E Attitude (Embrace Enlighten Encourage Empower - Romans 12:2

July 22nd - 26th  - Knoxville, Tenn.
As of newsletter printing time the youth have raised $3,028.50 toward the expenses of the trip to the NYE 2004 in Knoxville, Tenn. The final planning is underway and the 13 youth and 4 chaperones (Nick & Karen Reinagel and Donna & Bill Schumacher) are beginning to think of what to pack. The youth are planning a special thank you lunch on Sunday, September 19th.  This is our way of thanking everyone who helped to make this trip a reality.  

SUMMER CHILD CARE - HELP WANTED

Dee Fuller has once again stepped up and has agreed to oversee the summer childcare schedule for this year.  Please won’t you consider helping out for a Sunday or two?  If you are interested talk to Dee or Karen and place your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  Where else can you get smiles, hugs, laughter and a good time playing with our little one’s.   Help out our parents by volunteering to work in the child care room this summer.

NEWS FLASH !!!  SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL IS HAPPENING @ ST. JAMES
The Summer Session of Church School will begin on Sunday, June 13th.  That’s right the summer session!  Each week there will be a class held following the children’s sermon. Children entering Kindergarten in the fall through 5th grade are invited to attend the summer session of church school.  Each week they will meet and have an activity.  The activities will vary from week to week; some of the opportunities offered are crafts, videos, stories, puppets, etc.  INTERESTED!  Check us out over the summer and see what is going on!  The schedule was not worked out as of printing time, so be sure to check the bulletin for more information or talk to Karen Reinagel if you are interested in helping out.  A FEW GOOD VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!  As an added note Mark Walling has been working with the youth viewing the DVD “The Gospel of John”.  They will probably NOT be finished according to Mark by June 6,th so the Middle & Sr. High will continue meeting with Mark on Sunday mornings until they have finished viewing the film.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

Cost per child $5.00, max. per family $12.00
Monday, June 28th - Friday, July 2, 2004 - 9:00am to Noon
Place: Hamburg Presbyterian Church


177 Main St. - Hamburg, NY


Ph# 649-1970
The planning stages are underway and people are getting excited about this year’s VBS at Hamburg Presbyterian.  Each year, St. James, Hamburg Presbyterian, & St. Matthews’s team up to hold VBS.  This year’s theme is HERO’S QUEST.  Exciting events are being scheduled and young and old alike will be sure to have a great time.  The sign-up sheet for volunteers is on the bulletin board and registration forms are available.  Because this week is so close to the July 4th weekend, the closing for VBS will be held on Thursday, July 1st.  There will be an old fashion Block Party with the theme of being an everyday hero.  If you have a child attending Pilgrims Mini Camp this week feel free to sign them up for the last few days of VBS.  Talk to Karen if you have any questions.

ITEMS THAT ARE NEEDED FOR VBS
Small & medium rocks (tennis ball size)


Wiggle eyes
Tape

Post its 3X3
Masking tape

Burlap

Poster paint

Gold bells

Stickers

Wax paper

Acrylic paint

String


Buttons & marbles

3 - 4" flower pots
Play dough

Flats of flowers
Red craft foam


Magnetic tape
Clear contact paper

Wrapping paper
Glue sticks

Velcro


Flat mosaic glass

Aluminum foil

Paper grocery bags

Paint “stir sticks”
Noisemakers


Bright electrical tape


Yellow crepe paper
Wooden clothes pins w/springs

Cardstock - blue, yellow, black, red

8 ½ X 11 heavy cardboard


Large craft sticks-popsicle

Jewels, craft beads, sequins

Felt-bright green & other colors

Recycled plastic baby food containers

10X12 sheets of bright poster board

If you would like to donate any of the items listed above please bring them to St. James and place in box near lounge labeled VBS supplies.

ST. JAMES DAY

“CONGREGATIONS IN BLOOM”

Sunday, June 6th 

Dunkirk Conference Center

Service begins at

11 a.m. with

 Potluck lunch to follow

This year First Congregational UCC Church from Angola will be joining us as we celebrate “Congregations in Bloom” together.  We will be sharing the morning worship and then a potluck luncheon.  Join us as we bloom together in praise of our LORD!  Karen & Laura Bley from Angola have been working on the service and Cabinet has some special games planned for the young and old.  Bring a dish to pass, your own place setting and some meat to grill (if you like) and don’t forget your lawn chairs and sun screen.  It’s a day to celebrate, praise, and bloom together with our friends and family.  Invite a neighbor or a friend to come along - the more the merrier.  A sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.  A copy of a map to Dunkirk will be available on the table near the church office.

BULLETIN BOARD 
During the summer months our bulletin board near the Horton Lounge will be changing.  It will be used to just display items relating to St. James.  Other items will be displayed on a new bulletin board near the 1st floor ladies room.  So be on the lookout over the summer as this new project gets underway.


CIA – Churches in Action

A Note from Russell Rich

Dated 5/14/2004

On behalf of St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy and Churches in Action, thank you to all who helped make this our best ultimate makeover mission.  The staff of St. Luke’s has been meeting the needs of the poor on Buffalo’s East Side day and night, seven days a week for the past ten years.

Mother’s Day weekend, the CIA had over 60 people on Friday and close to 100 on Saturday.  This is our first project that we ran out of tee shirts; so if you did not receive one, please let me know.

I started to write a long list of all we had hoped to do then show you a longer list of all we did accomplish.  I wanted to show you how much can be changed by 50 gallons of paint.  We had a moving van full of tools and supplies.  I wanted to try to impress upon you what 150+ people working together can do (that’s about 1,200 man hours of labor).

I hope that gives you a small idea of the scope of this makeover.  Now add to that the fact that it was all done in the name of Jesus Christ; done because people like you wanted to serve God in our own community.  The paint will fade, our repairs will not last forever, our new doors will someday be old but a weekend spent doing what God has called us to do will be in the heart of every volunteer forever.  When they are asked, “Did you feed the hungry and shelter the poor?”  I trust we will all smile and remember the blessing we all received at St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy and proudly answer, “Yes, and we enjoyed every minute of it!”

P.S.  You can still help.  We budgeted $7,000 and spent $6,000.  We would like to do some repairs to the church after the recent break-in and replace exterior doors to bring the building up to fire code.  These repairs will cost an additional $7,000.  Please contact Russell Rich or send a check to Churches in Action, 177 Main Street, Hamburg, NY 14075.


Dear God,
I want to thank you for what you have already done.  

I am not going to wait until I see results or receive rewards; I am thanking you right now.

I am not going to wait until I feel better or things look better; I am thanking you right now.

I am not going to wait until people say they are sorry or until they stop talking about me; I am thanking you right now.

I am not going to wait until the pain in my body disappears; I am thanking your right now.

I am not going to wait until my financial situation improves; I am going to thank you right now.

I am not going to wait until the children are asleep and the house is quiet; I am going to thank you right now.

I am not going to wait until I get promoted at work or until I get the job; I am going to thank you right now.

I am not going to wait until I understand every experience in my life that has caused me pain or grief; I am going to thank you right now.

I am not going to wait until the journey gets easier or the challenges are removed; I am thanking you right now.

I am thanking you because I am alive.

I am thanking you because I made it through the day’s difficulties.

I am thanking you because I have walked around the obstacles.

I am thanking you because I have the ability and the opportunity to do more and do better.

I am thanking you because you have not given up on me.

God is just so good, and He’s good all the time.
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CONGRATULATIONS ALVA!





Best wishes to Alva Looze as she begins her new position as Associate Pastor at St. James.  I look forward to working with you!


God Bless!


Karen Reinagel





I would like to extend my best wishes to Bob Matlack as he begins his sabbatical this summer.  May you come back to us refreshed and renewed.  





Charlotte Lujan








OPEN HOUSE @ YOUTH HOUSE DURING BURGERFEST!





The Youth House will be holding an open house on Saturday, July 17th.  If you are interested in helping to man the house, check the bulletin board for sign-up sheet or talk with Karen Reinagel




















Friday, August 13th and Saturday, August 14th


HSBC Arena





For details, contact Heidi Walling at 648-2138





Contribution Statements will be available for pick up at the beginning of July – from Barb Reuter
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