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Southtowns’ Cluster Dinner
Sunday, September 26, 2004

Guest Speaker:  Rev. David Felton, Regional Conference Minister

On Sunday, September 26th the Southtowns’ Cluster, consisting of five churches – St. James – Hamburg; St. John’s – Eden; Trinity – Gowanda; Faith – Boston and First Congregational – Angola, will be gathering at 6:00 p.m. for punch and snacks.  Dinner will be at 6:30 p.m., catered by Island Park Catering.  At 7:30 p.m., Reverend David Felton, our Regional Conference Minister, will be speaking about his trip to India.

The cost of the dinner is $10.00 and everyone is invited to attend.  A sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the lobby or you can call the Church Office by September 12th.
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You’re Invited to the . . . 

Installation Service of our new Associate Pastor, Alva Looze
On Sunday, October 10th at 3:00 p.m., Alva will be installed as Associate Pastor at St. James UCC.  This will be a gathering of Western New York Churches in Covenant representatives, members, associates, family and friends.

Everyone is invited to witness the service of installation and to join us for refreshments afterwards.

From the Associate Pastor
I want to thank all the helping hands over the summer.  Lawns mowed, trimming, flowers tended to so that our church looks well cared for.  TLC and Helping Hands have been busy inside sprucing up.  It has shown me there are many gifts and by sharing these gifts, the workload becomes light.

As we look at new programming I need your help to share and follow through.  Feel free to call me or stop by to share our visions for St. James.  We are chosen by God for a life in Christ.  It is exciting to be called by God and to share His mission in the world.

God gives us everything, even His only Son so that we might bear good fruit.

Pastor Alva

WELCOME BACK REVEREND BOB MATLACK!
We know your sabbatical was well deserved and we are glad you are back.

St. James United Church of Christ
76 Main Street
Hamburg, NY 14075
716-649-6171

Email – stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com

Website – www.saintjamesucc.com
From the Pastor

This summer has been (and as I write this still continues to be) a wonderful experience.  My sabbatical time has been filled with times of quietness and prayer, with reading and meditation.  I find myself to be relaxed, refreshed, spiritually alive and re-invigorated – and looking forward to the fall, and the opportunity to minister with each of you once again.

The model of prayer that I having been using is called “Lectio divina” which consists of four steps or phases:

1.
Lectio – reading a passage several times.  The key is to allow the words to sink down the very depths of your being, and then to listen for a word or phrase that is calling for me to pay attention to it.

2.
Meditatio - is meditating upon the above word or phrase.  What images come to mind?  What thoughts or feelings?  What is it that God is saying to me?

3.
Oratio – speaking to God.  One of the keys here is to not do this too quickly, but rather to allow the words to arise from deep within.  God has been speaking, and this is a time to respond.  As in any conversation, there is often a back and forth of listening, and then speaking, listening again, etc.

4.
Contemplatio – when there is nothing left to say, and God too has fallen silent, then begins a time of contemplative rest.  This concluding phase offers a chance to look back over the prayer experience and to be grateful for it.

I lift this up as a simple and yet powerful form of prayer.  You can pray this way in the context of a few minutes or for an extended period of time – depending on the context of what is available.  I have found it to be both refreshing and insightful, as it has allowed God’s word to speak to me in new ways – or perhaps what has really happened is that it has opened me to hear God’s word in new ways.  In any case, I commend this model to you as you grow in your own prayer life, and I want to thank you for this opportunity for me to grow in mine.

Rev. Bob     


Quarterly Book Review Club News
This fall, the quarterly book review club will be discussing “Reading the Bible Again for the First Time” by Marcus Borg. The book’s subtitle provides the best description of the topic – “Taking the Bible Seriously but not Literally!”  Professor Borg uses his knowledge of recent sociological, archeological and theological discoveries to create thought provoking ways of reading and interpreting the Jewish and Christian Bible. 

If you are interested in reading the book and joining in on the discussion, led by John Ortner, please check with the Church Office for the availability of the book.  A sign-up sheet has been posted on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.

“Whether you read the Bible religiously or rarely, this book is thought provoking.”  Christian Science Monitor
“An accessible book, almost entirely devoid of scholarly jargon but filled with scholarly insight.”  Christian Century
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NEW LOOK TO OUR BULLETIN BOARDS!

Look!  The St. James’ Bulletin Board has a new look.  It’s now called “St. James Happenings.”  It will have all the information, sign-up sheets, and activities, etc. that pertain to St. James.

Also new – “The Community Happenings” bulletin board is located outside the ladies room by the Horton Lounge.  It will have articles and information pertaining to our community as well as other United Church of Christ churches.

The Youth Bulletin Board is still located outside of the Horton Lounge and has information of concern to our youth and upcoming youth events.

Coffee Hour
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Coffee Hour will be taking on a new look this year – it will be self-serve!

We are in need of people to sign up for a Sunday to pick up the donut holes (which are prepaid), set up, clean up and just to keep an eye open to ensure that things don’t need refilling.

It will be left to whomever is responsible for hosting the coffee hour that week to decide whether to use china or paper cups.

Instructions for coffee hour setting up and making coffee are on the inside cupboard door where the china cups are kept.

If supplies are low or empty, please notify Patty Jensen in the Church Office.
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Servers’ Fellowship Group

Tuesday, September 28th
The Servers’ Fellowship Group will be meeting on Tuesday, September 28th at 1:00 p.m. in the Horton Lounge. 

Flossie Rubeck and Laura Zittel will serve refreshments.  A short devotional period will be conducted prior to the Business meeting.

All women of St. James are invited to join the group.  Every other month, the meetings are held at a local restaurant; the time and place will be printed in the church bulletin the preceding Sunday.
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Women’s Sewing Mission

Tuesday, September 14th
The St. James Women’s Sewing Mission meetings will resume on Tuesday, September 14th.  We meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Assembly Hall.  Please try to join us – new members are always welcome.  Bring your lunch; Helen Markus will provide dessert.


Evangelism Committee . . . WE NEED YOU!

The Evangelism Committee will be meeting on Thursday, September 9, 2004 at 6:30 p.m. in the Horton Lounge.

A lot of exciting things are in the works for the coming year and we are looking for new members to help make this happen and also to provide your new and refreshing ideas to revitalize this extremely important part of our Christian journey.

If you are interested in joining, please let Roger Jackson know or just come to the meeting.

Stay tuned for updates to what’s happening!
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NOW AVAILBLE . . .

St. James Cookbooks!
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We have a number of St. James Cookbooks available.  

Inside you will find mouthwatering recipes for Orange Spritzer, Chicken Broccoli Casserole, Amazing Coconut Pie, Nite Nights and much more!  

From start to finish . . . the St. James Cookbook has what you’re looking for!  Stop in the Church Office and pick up one for yourself or a friend.

Thank You . . .

To My Friends at St. James . . .

I wish to thank you all for all the get-well cards I have received.  Cards and smiles are much appreciated.  And to the St. James School – Summer Session - I really appreciated the get-well card you created for me by the children of Summer Sunday School.


-
Dorothy Shadle

Fernando & Kitty Sandoval for mowing the lawn while Frank was on vacation.  Special thanks for trimming around the driveway.

Harold and Yolaine Staffehl for keeping our church grounds looking so lovely.  Harold and Yolaine gave many volunteer hours trimming shrubs and caring for the flowers.  St. James’ has received numerous awards from the Hamburg Garden Club for this job well done.  Emily, Sara and Patty Jensen for planting the flowers.

Horst Kirsten for taking over for Harold.  Horst has weeded, fertilized, watered and trimmed the flowers around the church property.  He has also trimmed the edges of the lawn here and at the Youth House.  NOTE:  We are looking for gardeners to help Horst in the Spring!

Karen Reinagel for staffing and teaching Summer Church School. Also for providing refreshments and cleaning up afterwards.

The Servers for the slipcovers in the Middle High Room.

And Helping Hands for sprucing up the Church!


-
Alva Looze

Since the Connector was not published for the month of June, July and August, I want to send a belated thank you to all the people who helped to make Norm’s Memorial Service and Luncheon so memorable.  It was so comforting to know that so many people, far too many to mention by name, were involved and worked so hard.  Rev. Matlack had a beautiful service, the music was outstanding, the dining room tables were so attractive and the desserts were delicious.  I have received so many favorable comments about St. James UCC and the friendliness of its’ members.  I will never forget.  Thank you so much.  


-
Laura Zittel
Karen & Nick Reinagel and Donna & Bill Schumacher for chaperoning the National Youth Event trip to Knoxville, Tennessee in July.  I hear it was a great success and we have YOUTH that we can be proud of.  Thank you to everyone who helped by supporting the efforts of our youth through donations and through the your support of their fund-raising events.


-
Charlotte Lujan

Mr. and Mrs. Reinagel – for all that you have done for the youth in preparation for the National Youth Event.  I appreciate all the hard work and effort you put into our fund-raisers and arrangements.  Mr. Reinagel, I would like to commend you on your dedication to the NYE Choir.  Mrs. Reinagel, your long days and efforts have given us all memories of immense proportions.  Thank you both.


-
Ryan Karn
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Youth and their advisors would like to thank Nancy Weimer for all her extra work in helping us prepare for the NYE.  The labels you made were awesome!

Pastor Alva and her cleaning committee for all the sprucing up around the building.  It looks squeaky clean!

Nancy Weimer and Patty Jensen for the great job on the new bulletin board set-up.  Everyone check out the new bulletin board system that Nancy and Patty have set-up.  

A special thank you to Donna Schumacher for all her dedication to the Sr. High Youth.  Donna is a great role model and leader for our Sr. High Youth and I can’t even begin to count the number of hours she dedicates to this program.  I got to know Donna a little bit better during our stay at the NYE in Tenn. and she is an incredible person.  Our Youth and our congregation is blessed to have her as a member.  I also want to thank my husband Nick and Bill & Donna Schumacher for traveling to Tenn. for the NYE event and donating their vacation hours to spend them with the kids that attend NYE.  The Youth appreciate it and think you’re awesome and I do too.  As Bob Hope used to say “THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!”  

Thank you to the parents of the 11 youth that attended NYE.  You should be very proud of your children.  They were well behaved, polite, respectful and a lot of fun.  We all had a great adventure together and it will always hold a special place in my heart.

God Bless You,

Karen

Food Pantry Items for September
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Sept. 5th
Peanut Butter and Meat Products

Sept. 12th
Canned Juice and Juice Mixes

Sept. 19th
Dry Milk

Sept. 26th
Cake and Muffin Mixes

Remember In Your Prayers . . . Pay a Visit . . . Send a Card . . .

Lakewood Health Center
Phone #: 648-2820

5775 Maelou Drive, Hamburg, NY 14075-7419


Reve Kibby


Mary Schumacher


Dorothy Mueller

Rosewood Village

Phone # 646-4307

76 Buffalo Street, Hamburg, NY 1405-5025


Norma Madden

Autumnview
Phone #648-2450 or 923-1865

4650 Southwestern Blvd., Hamburg, NY 14075-1939


Bertha Sickau


Maybelle Deichman


Dorothy Shadle

Eden Heights

Phone # 992-4466

4071 Hardt Road, Eden, NY 14057-9650


Alice Klein

Seneca Manor

Phone #828-0500

2987 Seneca Street, West Seneca, NY 14224-2648


Evelyn Ferguson

The Waters of Aurora Park
Phone #652-1560

292 Main Street, East Aurora, NY 14052


Harold Staffehl

Chatauqua County Home
10836 Temple Road, Dunkirk, NY 14048


Erma Meisenheimer


AT HOME:

Edith Avery 

12 N. Franklin St., Cattaraugus, NY 14719-1106

Minerva Anderson



5638 Homestead Road, Hamburg, NY 14075

Arch & Evelyn Ottley

52 Long Avenue, Hamburg, NY 14075

Registry

Baptisms
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Joshua Ryan Norman

Born:
March 9, 2004

Baptized:
May 23, 2004

Parents:  Robert & Dawn Norman

Zander Nicholas Macri

Born:
January 21, 2004

Baptized:
May 30, 2004

Parents:  Scott & Melissa Reinagel Macri

Travis Steven Gamache

Born:
December 8, 2003

Baptized:
June 6, 2004

Parents:  Steve & Lisa Gamache

Jon Thomas LaSalle

Born:
June 2, 2004

Baptized:
July 11, 2004

Parents:  Angela & Jon LaSalle

Ryan Michael Hollman

Born:
March 21, 2001

Baptized:
July 18, 2004

Parents:  Amy & Carey Hollman

Registry . . . continued

Weddings
Scott D. Karoleski & Tara L. Kane

Married:  June 12, 2004

Richard Lunkenheimer & Elizabeth A. Sansom

[image: image13.wmf]Married:  June 12, 2004

Helene Hayes & Edward Paul

Married:  July 4, 2004

Jennifer Gracon & Sean Obrachta

Married:  July 30, 2004

Heather Lindstrom & Jerome Johnson

Married: August 14, 2004 

Deaths
Norman E. Zittel

Born:
February 21, 1922

Died:
May 15, 2004

Service:
May 22, 2004
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Born:
January 16, 1906

Died:
July 1, 2004

Service:
July 6, 2004

Raymond Galeta
Born:
November 21, 1921

Died:
July 14, 2004

Service:
July 17, 2004

Grace Riefler Kleinfelder
Born:
September 29, 1907

Died:
July 14, 2004

Service:
July 19, 2004

THE CHURCH SCHOOL AND THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF ST. JAMES WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME REV. MATLACK BACK FROM HIS SABBATICAL!  We missed you and are glad you have returned.  

WELCOME HOME PASTOR BOB!!!!!!!
CHOIR SCHEDULE  RECAP for September    

Sunday, September 12  Choir meets in the Choir Rm.

9:15 a.m.Chancel (Adult); 11:00 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday, September  14  

All rehearsals take place in the choir room!

7:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m   Chapel Choir  (Younger Children)

7:30 p.m.–  8:15 p.m.   Youth Choir   4th – High School

Sunday, September 19, Chancel Choir Sings

Sunday, September 26, Youth Choir Sings

(Chapel choir will sing one piece on the 26th if they are ready.  We will notify parents.)

Questions?  Call the Church Office or Margaret Bukkosy at 627-3113.  Thanks!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE GOSPEL OF JOHN DVD SERIES
There is still time to sign-up to attend The Gospel of John Series.  A date will be set for October when the weather has cooled off.  

Since our summer has been let’s say not the greatest weather I have had requests to wait for cooler weather before we begin the series.  So there is still time to sign-up and attend the series later this fall.  Any questions see Karen.

  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

News from Lesotho!
To the members of St. James Church, I bring greetings from the students you support in Lesotho.

It has been a year of highs and lows for the students you support, and for myself.  The lowest point was when Pheelo was diagnosed with TB.  We were all afraid for him, but with lots of good food and support from all the students he is now well.

The high points were many.  Last year’s results were better than hoped for.  Bokang placed first at his school in the National Exams and placed fourth in the nation.  In January of this year four students were accepted at the best school in the country, St. Stephens.  Just to wear a St. Stephens jersey sets that student in a class by themselves.  They will be accepted at any school of higher learning in southern Africa.  Remember, these students were out of school and had no way of returning except for St. James.  Isaac has applied at the College of Agriculture in Lesotho and two of the girls will be going to the National University and a technical school in South Africa.

The students that are still at high school are not far behind.  Four are class prefects (presidents) and are ranked first in their classes and all but one are doing well, which as I type this letter I realize I have a perfect bell curve.  I haven’t given up on that one; I am more stubborn than he is and the others.  Please remember these students were not selected for their academic performance, but because they were, and are, living in poverty.  I am so proud of them!

When I returned to the States this June, I was afraid there would not be enough money to pay for the last half of this school year because the exchange rate has been cut in half.  However, the members who attended church this summer put my fears to rest.  They generously donated money to help fill the gap.  This coming year I plan to fill only the places left by graduating students until I find where the exchange rate is going.

Again, I invite anyone from church to visit Lesotho and experience first hand the wonders you have wrought in the lives of these children.

God Bless you all!

Jeannette Samter 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1You are Cordially Invited by the Youth to 

Attend a Thank You Luncheon

Sunday, September 19th Following Worship
NYE is over and we would like to thank everyone for all their support along the way.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board to attend our THANK YOU LUNCHEON!  We would like to honor everyone that helped in any way.  We will be sharing the story of our trip and adventures as a part of this special lunch.  Please consider joining us and letting us THANK YOU!

4th Grade Class to Receive Good News Bibles

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Traditionally the students in the 4th grade class receive Good News Bibles mid season in the fall of the year.  All fourth grade parents will be receiving information about the 4th grade bible presentation shortly.  

If you have any questions or don’t receive a letter by the end of September please contact the CE office.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Youth House will be open:

Sat., Sept. 18th 5pm - 10:30pm

The Sr. High Youth Group will be holding meetings the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  The first meeting is Wed., September 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the Youth House.

The Youth Board will be meeting the last Tuesday of each month.  September’s meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 28th at 6:30 p.m. in the Resource Room.

Sr. High Youth Group - The leaders for this group are Donna Schumacher & Rita Los

Middle High Group - The leader for this group is Kitty Sandoval.

CHAPERONE TRAINING NIGHT - There is a chaperone training night scheduled for Tuesday, September 14th at 7:30 p.m.  at The Youth House.  Please sign-up on the bulletin board if interested in attending.  If you are NO longer interested in being a chaperone for the youth house please let Karen Reinagel know.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS
The first day of 2004-2005 Church School begin on Sunday, September 12th.  

The year will be kicked off with a PERSEVERANCE PARTY and everyone is invited.  All Church School classes will be combined Sept. 12th & Sept. 19th and we will be celebrating with planned activities, crafts, a special video and ICE CREAM!  We will meet in the 2nd & 3rd (Room 220) grade classroom and share our time together with special events.  Please consider joining us for this special time.  

On September 12th class time will run approximately for ½ hour and the children will be released at 11a.m. for our annual ICE CREAM SOCIAL, which will be held in the assembly hall.  The Ice Cream Social has become a tradition for the opening of St. James Church School each fall.  We will dismiss the children at the end of class and they will meet you in the assembly hall after worship and indulge in one of America’s favorite treats ICE CREAM.  

We ask everyone to bring their favorite toppings and we will use them to create great tasty make your own sundaes.  Use your imagination bring m&m’s, chocolate syrup, sprinkles, bananas, caramel, Reese’s pieces, hot fudge, whipped cream or cool whip, nuts, or cherries.  The list can go on and on but I think you get the idea.  

This is a great time to get together, socialize, catch up on what you did over the summer and help kick off the Church School Year!  Hope to see you on September 12th.


God is still speaking,
TUESDAY FAMILY NIGHT AND CHOIR COFFEE TIME

Tuesday, September 14th is the first Tuesday Family Night for this school year.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and we are looking forward to seeing everybody.  

The event runs from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  We will continue our usual menu of pizza, salad, beverage, & dessert.  If you would like to bake something for dessert or help with the salad or set-up or clean-up speak to Karen Reinagel.  

This is a fun evening event for anyone that would like to attend and not much work is involved which is an extra bonus.  It is a time to get together - bring your spouse, children, and a friend or two.  We basically eat, chat, kids go to choir, we relax, and chat some more and then call it a night.  HOPE TO SEE YOU ON THE 12th!


Voter Registration

www.OurFaithOurVote.org
(website for more information)

Our Faith, Our Vote is a new UCC program (we learned about this at a NYE workshop) aiming to assist congregations & youth groups in registering people to vote, educating each other about the different aspects of issues that are important to the upcoming election, and finally getting out the vote in November.

“Whatever your political party beliefs, the gospel of Jesus Christ calls for your full participation in building a just and peaceful society this election year.” 

The Youth of St. James will be holding Our Faith, Our Vote VOTER REGISTRATION Sundays  on September 26th and October 3rd.  

We are offering voter registration as a service to St. James.  We are NOT supporting one party over another, we just want people to register and get out and vote.  If you find that you need transportation on Election Day Tuesday, November 2nd please contact Karen Reinagel in the CE office.

In Isaiah 58:1 it says, “Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet”.  You can do this by registering and voting on November 2nd.

National Youth Event 2004:  “The E attitude”   Embrace…Enlighten…Encourage…Empower -Romans 12:2

The Senior High youth group has had an exciting summer!  On July 21, 2004, 11 of our youth, along with two busloads set out from the Rochester/Buffalo area to attend what was to be one of the largest United Church of Christ gatherings in history!  

Thanks to everyone’s support during all of our fundraisers, the youth were able to participate in this magnificent event, which allowed them to grow emotionally in their faith and spirituality.  Ask the youth about the experience and you’ll probably hear about amazing worships like they’ve never participated in before, sounds of silence…sounds of thunder, scriptures…stories, dancing…praying, “traditional” church music …drummers… comedians, friendships…new and old, speakers…story-tellers.   Ask the adults about the experiences, you’ll probably hear about our youth!  What a blessed congregation we are to have such phenomenal youth in our midst!  Not only did they learn and grow through this experience, we adults learned and grew through them!

When asked to describe the event, we received many different responses…including

“Indescribable” 
“I grew in ways I never imagined; I’m a changed person thanks to this experience”

“NYE was the most amazing spiritual experience in my entire life, and if I can do it again I would."

“…a memory worth a thousand stories and songs”

“NYE was spiritually uplifting, thought provoking, exhilarating, exhausting, awesome and a special experience I will treasure forever”

“NYE Kicked BUTT!”

“I’ve been to NYE before, but it was never like this!  To see our youth grow throughout this week is truly what it made it special”

We learned how the United Church of Christ is redefining our world to build a better future, and discovered stories from our past, which built us to what we are today.  Some phrases which stand out for us include “God is Still Speaking”; “You’re never too young”; “the last chapter of The Bible, never does it say The End”;  “You’re never too good for God”;  “Talents can be anything, yes, even talking on the phone”; “you are Empowered to make a difference in our church!”.  

In addition to awesome worship services, highlights of the week included amazing entertainment, singing, dancing, sports, music, and nightly concerts.

This event, designed to establish “E-Attitudes” and Embrace, Enlighten, Encourage and Empower our youth, in the end turned out to be more than any of us could ever imagine.

On our way home, we asked our youth to summarize the memories of their youth event experience.  What we ended up with was over 100 experiences, which they felt contributed to what many referred to as “the best experience of my life”.  

Thank you to all of you who supported our youth and made this experience a reality for each of them.  Please join us for lunch in honor of all of your support on September 19 following church!

We returned from Tennessee and followed up the trip with a retreat at the Newcomb’s farm.  What a fantastic weekend that was!  The kids cleaned the chapel, built a cross, hiked, swam, canoed, camped, ate, and the list goes on…We had a fantastic worship service, including readings from all participants, relating to different aspects of our weekend, and completing with a powerful and moving reading, thanks to Rita.  The bonfire we had was fantastic, and God opened up the sky and cleared out the clouds just in time for all of us to enjoy the amazing nighttime sky and stars!  A very special thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Newcomb for allowing us the opportunity to camp with them!


To all of the Sr. High Youth that were unable to join us, we missed you!  Please join us September 8th for our first meeting and get ready for a great year!

From the Desk of the Music Director


— Margaret Bukkosy

Today is July 19, 2004.  As I write this, it is raining, as it seems to have rained most of the summer to this point.  Want to get out of the clouds?  Want to stop thinking about building an ark?  Want to find some fellowship?  Want to have your kids learn songs of our faith?  Want to…(you finish the ending!)? 

Chancel Choir starts September 12.   The Chancel Choir will meet at 9:15 a.m. Sunday, 9/12 to rehearse the music for that service.  The music will be readily accessible to anyone who has had some experience singing.  We have been blessed with some new members in the Chancel Choir over the past year.  We hope that some others will find it in their hearts to join us.  The Chancel Choir sings twice a month, usually the first two Sundays.  The Choir rehearses after church until 11:45 a.m.  It is a friendly, welcoming group, and we would be happy to see some “new” voices in all sections.  Come sing to the glory of God!

For kids, we have the Chapel and Youth Choirs.  Chapel Choir and Youth Choirs meet on Tuesday evenings.  Coupled with rehearsals are Family nights, if you choose to attend.  See the Christian Education news for details on this.  

The Chapel Choir is for younger kids, usually kindergarten through 3rd grade.  It meets at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday nights for a half hour.  Our first rehearsal will be held September 14.  Our last rehearsal will be April 19th, 2005.  Choir awards will be distributed on Sunday, April 24, 2005.

The Youth Choir has kids from approximately 4th grade through high school.  High school students may elect to sing with either the Youth Choir or the Chancel Choir.  Some students in the past have chosen to do both.  Youth Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 8:15 on Tuesday nights.   The Youth Choir does a special program the first Sunday in May for Teacher Recognition.  That program is the end of this Choir’s season.  Choir recognition will be on 4/24/05.

Both choirs depend on parent transportation.  In this busy world, we hope that you make this part of your child’s education a priority.  Be an angel, bring them to choir!


Applause!!!  Applause!!! Applause???  Applause??? APPLAUSE…

Applause:  approbation publicly expressed; marked commendation.

Approbation:  act of approving; approving, sanction, commendation.  (Webster’s Dictionary)

Well, I have been to three Chautauqua Institution services of worship as of this date, July 19, and I am disconcerted.  The congregation is applauding the Chautauqua Institution Choir, sometimes, after it sings.  (This week it was for the offertory anthem, although the first anthem was far superior in delivery.)   This week and last week the congregation applauded the sermons, even though at least 100 people got up and walked out of this 2,000 plus member congregation this week after the minister made some disparaging political remarks.  Obviously the majority of the congregation that stayed to the end of the sermon was in agreement, because there was vigorous applause.   Sometimes the Rev. Campbell asks for applause for certain people and their “efforts.”   

Why am I uncomfortable?  We come to church on Sunday to worship God.  We are not here to judge whether the sermon was OK, good, excellent, or stupendous.  The same applies to the music.  Some weeks, any part of worship will touch one person, and not another.  Applause has the tendency, when it becomes part of the weekly fabric of a worship service, to diminish the worshipful attitude many of us seek.  Applause creates the atmosphere of a concert, or a lecture program, not of worship.   It becomes a show.  When there is no applause at Chautauqua during morning worship, does it mean that the minister or choir has failed?  No, I don’t think so.  It may more likely mean that the music and the minister have struck a reverent balance, and showmanship has been put aside.

Is applause in church always “wrong?”  Of course not!  There are times when applause is encouraged by the circumstances of the worship service.  There are times, when there is a genuine joy to be applauded.  But applause every single week after choir anthems and the minister’s sermon?  I don’t think so!  It dilutes what we are about at worship.  What is the message when there is no applause when it becomes a routine part of “worship?”




If you are someone who would like to get involved with St. James Church School program please speak to Karen Reinagel and she will be happy to find a place that you would enjoy helping in our program.
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If you are interested in providing a meal (or a portion of a meal) to those that might be sick, recovering from surgery, having a difficult time, celebrating the birth of a child, etc., please contact Linda Meyer so that she can add your name to the list.





If you know of someone that could use a meal, please notify Linda Meyer at 842-5344 (daytime) or 649-4889 (nighttime).
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If you have an idea for a book or topic of a spiritual nature to cover in the upcoming year, please leave your name and thoughts with the Church Office.
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THE ST. JAMES CONNECTOR





What are my spiritual gifts?  How may I use them?  Come join us as we discover these and God’s purposes for our lives.





Harvest Your Gifts


Wednesday, September 29th


9:30 a.m.


St. Matthews, Hamburg, NY





Sponsored by Western Area UCC Women





For more information, please check out the flyer located on the bulletin board outside the Horton Lounge.
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