[image: image1.wmf]
MAY 2004

St. James United Church of Christ

76 Main St., Hamburg, NY 14075

716-649-6171


Robert Matlack, Pastor 
Karen Reinagel, CE Director
 Margaret Bukkosy, Director of Music


St James e-mail:  stjamesucc@choiceonemail.com
www.saintjamesucc.com
Edited by Linda Meyer

[image: image2.wmf] 


Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is May 9th.  Everyone knows that (or at least better remember that in the next week or so).

Did you also know that the Christian Holiday is called the Festival of the Christian Home?  When a child is baptized, the parents make a commitment to teach their child about the Christian faith and to bring them up in the life of the church.

Christian homes are where our faith is nurtured and shaped, so that it can grow and guide us through the years to come.  A Christian home is one of the responsibilities that we assume as parents, and it is one of the best gifts that we can give our children.

Come and help us celebrate this wondrous gift!
.
Confirmation – May 16th
This year we have a large confirmation class – and that is very exciting!  The members of this year’s class are:

Confirmand
Mentor

Timothy Aselin

Bob Whitworth

Chelsea Gifford

Yvonne Ferguson

Kevin Gilgallon

Brian Gifford

Ashley Houghton

Rita Los

Daniel Jackson

Dave Ferguson

Courtney Krieger

Kitty Sandoval

Jennifer Kuhns

Jennifer Yacone

Amanda Norman

Gail Gifford

Chad Los Schumacher
John Lindstrom

Ian Schumacher

Jen Klein

Jessica Stuhr
Pam Wilson

Please join us for this special celebration!


Scholarship Applications
Scholarship applications for the St. James Scholarship Fund and the Raymond Riefler Scholarship are now available in the rack outside the office door.   

The St. James Scholarship is awarded to members of St. James who are continuing their education past High School. Students are eligible for a maximum of four years.  

The Raymond Riefler scholarship is typically awarded to students in graduate school or their senior year of college.  You must be a member or the child of a member of St. James to be considered.  The applications for these scholarships include a list of guidelines.

FUNdraiser ALERT!

The youth will be hosting a TUPPERWARE PARTY as a FUNdraiser on Tuesday May 4th from 7:00 - 9:00 PM (doors open at 6:30).  Stop by and see us.  You’ll receive a FREE GIFT just for visiting!  

Check out the great sales available during the month of May.  We’ll have a number of “Cash and Carry” items, along with plenty of giveaways that you can bring home with you the same day!    There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board if you are interested in attending.

YOUTH HOUSE OPEN

May 8th
7:30 p.m.- 10:30 p.m.

May 15th 
Work Day to do spring cleaning, yard work, painting and whatever else needs to be done!

May 21st 
7:30 - 10:30pm

Sabbatical Plans

At the Annual Meeting it was reported that I would be taking a Sabbatical this summer.  Through Lent & Easter that seemed like a long ways away, but now as summer approaches, my sabbatical time is fast approaching, and so I want to share with you some of my plans, as well as the church’s plans for this period.

I will be on sabbatical leave from Monday June 7th (the day after our church picnic) through Labor Day (September 5th).  During that time, the Church Council has arranged for Pastor Alva Looze to be here 20 hours a week to cover our most critical needs.  Alva will lead worship, provide pastoral care – including visiting people who are sick, perform wedding and funeral services, staff meetings as she is available, and be here in the office for people to talk to.  I am very comfortable being on sabbatical leave knowing that our church family is in good hands during this period!

The focus on my sabbatical is prayer.  In our hectic society we have to be very intentional to create time and space in our lives for prayer.  The pace is normally so fast that we rush from one thing to the next.  I find that tension in my own life, as well as in the lives of many members of our congregation.  

In my sabbatical proposal I suggested 3 components to my focus on prayer:  1) my having significant and consistent time each day that I spend in prayer; 2) Reading – I have a list of books that I haven’t had time to get to.  The focus of much of this reading will be prayer – although there are also books on forgiveness and several other topics that I would like to get to; 3) the possibility of attending a workshop or two.
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To date I can report the following:  I have not yet found a workshop that I am genuinely excited about attending – but I am still looking; my reading list is expanding, and recently I have been focusing in on a form of prayer call lectio divina.  Lectio divina is defined as “a slow, contemplative praying of the Scriptures, which enables the Bible, the Word of God, to become a means of union with God.”  I will be taking some significant time to explore this form of prayer, although my journey may well include time spent in other forms of prayer as well.  During the 3-month sabbatical period I am also taking 3 weeks of vacation time, so those weeks will focus on relaxation and family.

I have heard that the last time I went on sabbatical (back in 1990) some people were concerned that I was looking for another church.  NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER FROM THE TRUTH!  One typical part of a sabbatical agreement is that the person taking the sabbatical agrees to return for a minimum of a year (and I hope to be at St. James for many more than that), so that the church has a chance to benefit from the experience as well.  Come September I’m looking forward to having some wonderful things to share with you out of this experience!

May God bless each of you!

Bob
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Book of the Quarter Club

In response to our last “study group,” there was an interest in a Book of the Quarter Club.  We would read books of interest to religious readers.

Our first book will be Marcus Borg’s “Meeting Jesus Again For the First Time.”  It is an examination of the implications of the recent research about Jesus for contemporary faith.  After reading the book (about 135 very readable pages) we will get together in late May or early June to discuss the book.  If you are interested in participating in the Book of the Quarter Club, a sign-up sheet has been posted outside the lounge or you may call the church office.

“Borg provides an account of contemporary Jesus scholarship – told in simple language for lay readers – and of his personal struggle to find authentic, mature faith.  Highly recommended.”

Library Journal
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Sewing Mission

The Women’s Sewing Mission of St. James will meet on Tuesday, May 11th in the recreation room at 9:30 a.m.  

Bring a sandwich and join us for conversation and charitable work.  Barb Peckham will provide dessert.

In June, our luncheon is planned for the Promenade Restaurant.  All are welcome.  If you would like to join us, please call Karen Sutton at 532-5991.
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Servers
The Servers Fellowship Group will be meeting at ZJ’s Restaurant on May 25th at 1:00 p.m. for a business meeting and luncheon.

If anyone is interested in joining our group, just come to the restaurant or to one of our meetings held in the Horton Lounge.
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We are a group of little girls who grew into teenagers – teenagers into young women – young women who went into the workplace, married, had a family – a family who went through all phases of life.

Now we are grandmas and great-grandmas.  We haven’t done all things right, but we’ve lived them out to the best of our abilities.

Now we have become a group of prayers.  If you find yourself needing prayer for any trial in your life, call on us – the Praying Grandmas – and we will pray for you.

Prayer with a Grandma’s Touch!
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•
John Ortner for his time and effort in guiding us in Bible Study.



Charlotte Lujan

•
Heidi Walling for the delicious meal delivered during those first few hectic days after bringing Alexander home.



Karen & Dave Cialone
•
The Servers for the beautiful new tablecloths – they looked lovely at our mid-week Lenten Service; the Cabinet, who did a beautiful job in setting up the tables and serving and blessings to all who participated in the service – it was so moving.



Alva Looze
•
Everyone who has been praying, sending cards and calling me during the past few months, while I was ill.  A special thank you to Bob and Alva for all their visits.



Joyce Meyer

•
Jennie Altes, Norm and Laura Zittel for the tasty meals, cookies and caring ways during these past few months of hospital and doctor visits with Mom.  And to all those who kept us in their thoughts and prayers – we couldn’t have made it through this difficult time without you!



Butch & Linda Meyer


Registry - Wedding

Pamela Kuhns and Frank Wilson

April 3, 2004

FOOD PANTRY

May 2nd
Pancake Mixes & Oatmeal

May 9th
Pasta & Pasta Dinner Mixes

May 16th
Canned & Dry Soups

May 23rd
Peanut Butter & Meat Products

May 30th
Canned Juice & Juice Mixes
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Blood Donations Needed
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Roswell Park Cancer Institute has an ongoing need for blood donations.  Cancer patients have an especially great need for transfusions of red blood cells.

Over 6,000 units are needed annually for cancer patients undergoing surgery, chemotherapy, and/or bone marrow transplantation.  Red blood cells are essential components of cancer therapy and are available from only one source:  caring, dedicated human donors.

Please consider giving blood.  Call 845-8275 for an appointment. 

(Lunchtime appointments available)

Notes from the Music Room



A Salute to the Saints of God

It is spring, so I am cleaning.  It is a ritual learned from my mother.  Not that I don’t clean the rest of the year, but at this time of year I do the “extras” that I never otherwise have time for.  It is going to be tougher next year when schools split the two weeks of vacation we normally had for Easter break into a week during President’s week, and another beginning with Good Friday. I will lose the rhythm of my madness to have everything in order.  I will have to rearrange my cleaning schedule to conform to my changed work situation. 

Well, I would imagine very few people have a walk-in closet with shelving devoted simply to music. That is what I was dealing with during Easter break, along with some other closets.  My astute husband razzing me says, “Why don’t you get rid of it?”  What he doesn’t understand is that all of this music would not fit anywhere else, and it is my home office for my church work.  Actually it is organized, one side has oratorios, vocal music, piano music, kid’s music, musicals, magazines, and Christmas music. 

The shelves on the other side of this walk-in closet have my organ music, filed in categories such as hymn tune preludes, anthologies, and volumes filed on the shelves by composer. I should mention that I worked in the music library at Fredonia State to help pay my way through college, so I picked up a few tips while there about how to organize things.  My father was an organizer to the “t.” His phonograph records were in alphabetical order by subject.  Get the picture?  Some of my need for order undoubtedly comes from him.

During our lives we keep accumulating “things,” which we sometimes discard, because they are no longer of use to us.  My music books may reach that point eventually, if I live long enough.  Once my eyesight starts failing, and my joints become too stiff, my memory eludes me, and all the other aspects of aging we all eventually have to deal with overcome me, playing the organ or piano may become too much of a chore and all of these music books will have to find “new homes.”  They have interesting stories to tell…and are really a history of where I have been.  They are silent old friends.  

More importantly, on the same side of shelving where my organ books stand in rows, is a collection of tape recordings of many St. James services from years back.  They bring to mind all of the “saints of God” who have served in the music program over the years, and some who have continued to serve in our Chancel Choir for many years.   Saints like Paul and Norma Burgwardt, Floyd Riefler, Eileen Draudt, Ida Heller, Bertha Sickau, Ruth Rathman, Norma Monckton, Fred Loos, Dave and Joan Doctor, Gary Braman, Deanna LaTulip, Charlotte Lujan, Carol Wahlenmayer, Nicholas Reinagel, Jill Ortner, John Ortner, Dianne Agate, Ann Matlack, Marta Rizzo, Jan Harris, Maryann Reichard, William Shadle, Dan Newcomb and many others who have made long term commitments.  We have some “newer” saints too...Patty Jensen, Heidi Walling, Linda Meyer, Billie Kirsten, Greg Harris, Adrian Matlack, Stephanie Aselin, Dan Jackson and many others who have made a choice to be an integral part of the worship music at St. James. I used to tape record the services for self-improvement.  On Sundays, after the service, the tape would be popped into my machine at home while I prepared dinner. That was my time to “worship.” To “catch” the message I may have missed in my busyness to have the next piece of service music on the organ while something else was happening during the service. These tapes are now a nostalgic reminder of the many people who have been “sainted” by their witness through music.

“I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” has always been one of my favorite hymns.  Not an easy one to play or sing, but one with a beautiful message. You can find it on page 295 in The New Century Hymnal, with these words:  I sing a song of the saints of God, faithful their whole lives through, who bravely labored, lived, and died for the God they loved and knew.  And one was a doctor, and once was a queen, and another a shepherd in pastures green:  they were saints of God, if you know what I mean, God help me to be one too.  They loved their God and they lived that love.  It was loving  that made them strong.  They did what was right for Jesus’ sake, lived justly their whole lives long.  And one was a prophet, and one was a priest, and another was slain by a fierce wild beast:  there is no earthly reason, none in the least, why I shouldn’t be one too.  They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of thousands still.  The world is filled with living saints who choose to do God’s will.  You can meet them in school, on the road, or at sea, in a church, in a train, in a shop, or at tea: for the saints are folk like you and like me, and I mean to be one, too.

And I have added a 4th verse in honor of Choir Awards Sunday, which was celebrated on the last Sunday of April:  I sing a song of the saints in choir, noble and committed:  who diligently practice, sing and play for the God they worship and adore.  And some are teachers, and one is a carpenter, and another a librarian in halls of learning: they are all saints of God, if you know what I mean, and God hopes you will become one too!  

Wordsworth I am not!  We would have needed many more verses to cover all of the occupations represented in choir, but please express your gratitude to one of our saints when you see them.  You will notice the halo around their heads!   Bless them all!

YOUTH NEWS

WESTERN AREA YOUTH (WAY)
The weekend of May 22nd  - 23rd is WAY ANNUAL SPRING WORK WEEKEND.  It is a time when the youth get a head start on the opening of the camping season.  Senior High youth and Youth Groups from all area churches volunteer for the weekend to help clean up, spruce-up & fix-up at Dunkirk.  

It is not necessary to volunteer for the entire weekend.  Plan on attending for a day, a few hours - whatever you can!  Speak to one of the Youth Leaders or Karen if you have an interest in helping out.  

WORK WEEKENDS

Work Weekends are scheduled for Memorial Day Weekend, May 28th - 31st and Columbus Day Weekend, October 8th - 11th.  Families and adult volunteers are needed to open and close the camp.  For details call Jean Coffey at (716) 649-0741 (email jecoffeydcc@adelphia.net), or Jay Rich @ (716) 649-6990.  See WAY article for youth work weekend information.

DUNKIRK AUXILIARY 

Dunkirk Auxiliary membership dues information is available on the table outside the church office or speak to Kitty Sandoval.   
SUMMER CHILDCARE  

HELP WANTED! 
The sign-up sheet is up and now all we need is for people who love to spend time with little ones to volunteer in our childcare room for a Sunday or two during the summer months.  This is a way of giving a Mom or a Dad an hour of special time for them to be able to worship in peace and quiet.  

I am also looking for someone to oversee the childcare for the summer months.  This special person would be responsible for keeping a watch on the Childcare Room and checking to see that people remember to sign-up for a date to help out and then checking to call and remind them of the date they signed up for.  If you are interested in helping please speak to Karen Reinagel.
ST. JAMES DAY

Mark your calendars for June 6th at Dunkirk Conference Center.  The church service begins at 11:00 a.m.  We are teaming up with First Congregational UCC Church from Angola to celebrate “CONGREGATIONS IN BLOOM.”  We will bloom together in song, worship, prayer and praise of our LORD!  Please join us as we complete our church school year and begin our summer schedules.  Check next month’s newsletter for last minute details.


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Mark your calendars for this year’s VBS, which is scheduled to take place the week of June 28th - July 2nd at Hamburg Presbyterian Church.  St. James, St. Matthews and Hamburg Presbyterian are teaming up once again to provide this event for the children in the community.  If you are interested in helping out, please call the CE office or sign-up on the VBS sheet on the bulletin board.  We are always looking for volunteers for this fun filled week.  We need bakers, childcare helpers, teachers, guides, kitchen help, and donations of juice or snacks.  

This year’s theme is “HERO QUEST - POWERED BY FAITH” (FAITH! COURAGE! STRENGTH!)  by Cokesbury.  “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.”  1 Corinthians 16:13.  

There are great activities being planned and we hope to see all of you at VBS the end of June.

  
SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT WORKSHOP

Saturday, May 8th, 9:30 - 12:30

St. James UCC

We are hosting a workshop for Seasons of the Spirit Curriculum.  Come to the workshop and learn general information about the curriculum, how to prepare for a lesson plan, review samples and network with other Christian educators.  There will be time for questions.  

This workshop is free but registrations are a must.  Email www.spiritseasons.com, <http://www.spiritseasons.com> or call 1-800-328-0200 to register or speak with Karen Reinagel. This is a great opportunity to learn or brush up on your teaching skills as well as take a look at a possible curriculum choice for St. James.  Hope to see you there.

EASTER EGG HUNT

Thank you to everyone who donated candy for our 2nd annual Easter Egg Hunt.  The weather surprisingly held out and all had a good time.  The bunnies hid over 300 eggs and I might add that the bunny that was in charge of the older group did quite a job hiding those eggs.  I think Pastor Bob might be finding eggs in his backyard long into the summer months.  We had approximately 40 plus children who took part.  A special thanks you to Eric Reinagel & Aimee Nash Reinagel for all their help.


CHILDCARE & EASTER ENRICHMENT TIME

A special thank you to Tammy Hornberger, Jennifer Kipler, Dana Kramer, Margaret Stuhr, Wendy Zielinski & Mark Igel for being in the Childcare Room on Easter Sunday.  It was great to have so much help.  

Also, thank you to Jenni Mumm for volunteering even though you couldn’t make it due to your family having the flu – I appreciate your offering to help out. 



TUESDAY FAMILY NIGHT
Thank you to everyone who helped over this past church school year to make our 2nd year of Tuesday Family Nights a success.  Kitty and Joanne thank you for baking and providing us with wonderful tempting desserts.  Thank you Laurie Karn, Kitty Sandoval & Patty Jensen for filling in when I couldn’t be there.  We held our last Tuesday Family Night on April 20th and will resume on Tuesday, September 14th.  Until then have a safe and happy spring and summer!  God be with you ‘til we meet again!


LIBRARY
The Library Committee has been busy checking all the books on the shelves.  If you have any books that need to be returned to the library this would be a good time to do it.  They are checking the books against the card catalog and once that is done they will be logging everything onto a computer.  If you would like to help the Library Committee call or speak to Jill Ortner. 




PAULA PFISTER PIE AUCTION REPORT
15 people donated a combination of 20 Pies and Desserts.  The highest bid was made by Robin Lindstrom (really Jeffrey Lindstrom, Mom just got to pay) for $25.25 for the incredible looking and, I hear tasting, cheesecake that was made and donated by Sue Pfister.  The 2nd highest bid was made by Paul Noel for $20.00 for the Raspberry Streusel Pizza that was made and donated by Beth Scheffler.  

Thank you to everyone who baked and contributed to the Paula Pfister Pie/Dessert Auction on Palm Sunday, April 4, 2004.  Over $250.00 was raised for the scholarship fund, which helps provide scholarships to graduating seniors who have helped out with St. James Christian Education Program during their high school years and are planning to attend college.      
REMINDER FROM THE EDITOR
Just a reminder that the next newsletter will be for June, July and August.

Please make sure you have your articles in by May 15th.

Thank you!

TEACHER’S APPRECIATION LUNCHEON

Sunday, May 2nd 

Approx. 11:10 a.m.

Following Worship in the Assembly Hall

You are cordially invited to attend this year’s TEACHER’S APPRECIATION LUNCHEON.  

It’s that special time of year when we set aside time to thank everyone who has helped in some way with our Christian Education Program during this past church school year – our teachers, students, assistants, substitutes, youth assistants, VBS staff, library staff, youth leaders, minister, and congregation.  

Please join us, and the Youth choir led by Margaret Bukkosy, as they present “Love Is All You Need”, A Tribute To The Beatles.  

Following the performance we will host a lunch in honor of everyone who works to make our Christian Education program a success.  Please sign-up on the sheet on the bulletin board and indicate if you are bringing a salad or a dessert to share.  The Board of Christian Education will provide the main course. 

*Note: CE staff is not expected to bring a dish to pass.     


WESTERN AREA MEETING

Sunday, May 2nd 

1:00 p.m.

In the Assembly Hall

The Youth of St. James will be providing lunch for the Western Area Meeting.  This event is a FUNdraiser for our youth so if you see them hop up and go to work that’s a good thing.  
A Tale of Two Bicycles

In August of 2003 Churches in Action was putting the final touches on our project at Paradise House on Mills Street in Buffalo.  I dropped off a load of furniture that had been picked up in Hamburg.  As usual, Deborah, who was moving into the lower front apartment, showed up to help.  The acting director of Paradise House told me that the next day was her 40th birthday.  I asked if there was going to be a party.  He said no, but he hoped that they could find the money to buy her the one thing she really wanted, a bicycle.

Deborah was the only client at Paradise House who had worked with us on a consistent basis.  We had to get her a bike.  I decided that I would ask for ten dollars from each of the next ten CIA people I saw.  I would then go to a discount store and get a bike.

The first person I saw was Russell Rich.  When I told him why he needed to give me ten dollars, he said that his brother, Howard, had an almost new high-end mountain bike for which he had no use.  Apparently, he had won it at a golf tournament.  That evening I went to his house and picked it up.

The next morning the bike went with another load of furniture to Mills Street.  As always, Deborah was there to help me unload the truck.  When she saw the bike her eyes lit up and a big smile came across her face.  I was almost as happy.  God had seen a need and filled it.

Deborah’s friend, who was moving into the lower rear apartment, saw the bike and jokingly pointed out that her birthday was last month and she would really like a bike too.  I told her I was sorry, but we only had one.  I thought that was the end of it.  I should have known better.

I left Paradise House to pick up another load of furnishings at three homes in Orchard Park.  At the first stop the homeowner said, “I have an almost new bike.  Do you know anyone who could use it?”  Now there was also a bicycle for Deborah’s friend.

We must never forget that God does answer prayers, sometimes before we even know to pray.

Don’t ever stop believing.


Dudley Hollenbeck


CIA Representative

Kids Page
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NOT TOO LATE . . .  
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If you are planning on attending this event, your forms and a $50.00 deposit are due to the CE office by Sunday, May 23rd 





Dunkirk Summer Camp Program





If you are interested and want more information, stop in or call the church office.
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If you are interested in attending the National Youth Event (NYE) your forms and a $50.00 deposit must be into the CE office by Sunday, May 23rd.
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