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Our 2004 Confirmation Class will begin with a meeting for all confirmands, mentors, and parents of confirmands on Sunday, January 18th immediately following our worship service.

Once again, each confirmand will have a mentor who will meet with their confirmand on a weekly basis to talk about issues of faith.  Ninth graders and other interested students should contact the Church Office or Reverend Matlack to let them know that they would like to be a part of this year’s class.
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Sign-up sheets will be posted on the church bulletin board beginning mid-January for anyone interested in serving on a church committee.

Please consider signing up for the coming year.  These committees are placed where you can make a real difference at St. James (as well as meet and work with some really nice people!).
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The Annual Meeting of St. James United Church of Christ will be held in the Assembly Hall immediately following our morning worship service on Sunday, February 8th.  We expect the meeting to conclude by 12:15 – 12:30.

Childcare will be provided during the meeting.

We need YOUR presence!  Some people always avoid business meetings, but this meeting of our congregation is a time to set policy and direction for the coming year; it is a time for YOU to be heard.

Please mark this date on your calendar and plan on attending.

We anticipate that the 2003 Annual Reports will be available starting Sunday, February 1st.
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On January 11th at 3 PM Jack Bacon will be ordained as a minister in the United Church of Christ.  The service will be held at First Congregational UCC in Angola.  Many of you will remember that Jack was an active member of this congregation when he decided to go back to school and answer a call to ordained ministry.  Our congregation will be giving him a special gift at this service of ordination, and I hope that many of you will be there at the service to witness and celebrate the conclusion of a 10-year process.  Jack’s journey to ordination is one in which this congregation has played a very important role.  We were instrumental in encouraging him to answer his call to ministry, and also in supporting him along the way.

Bob
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The Women’s Sewing Mission of St. James will meet in the Assembly Hall at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 13th, 2004 and February 10th 2004.

If you have either (or both) of those mornings free, come and enjoy the company of our group and work with us on charitable items for others.  Remember – you DO NOT need sewing skills. 

Bring your lunch; Alice Kipler, hostess of the month for January, will serve dessert; our hostess of the month for February is Jennie Altes.  

We look forward to having you join us!  “MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!
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The Server’s Fellowship Group will meet on Tuesday, January 27th at 1:00 p.m. in the Horton Lounge.

There will be a business meeting and refreshments will be served by our hostesses, for the month, Alva Looze and Marie Newman.

The February meeting will be held on February 24th at a restaurant yet to be determined.

All women of the Church are invited to attend.
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The kitchen has been cleaned, painted and a border added.  We are in the process of repairing the cupboards and sprucing them up.

A thanks goes out to those who worked so diligently before the holidays.

We appreciate monetary gifts to help defray the costs of this project.


Jan. 4th
 - hot and cold cereals

Jan. 11th  - spaghetti sauce, stew, 

                  ravioli

Jan. 18th  - pancake mixes, oatmeal

Jan. 25th  - pasta and pasta dinner 

                   mixes

Feb. 1st  - canned and dry soup

Feb. 8th  - peanut butter and meat

                     products

Feb. 15th  - canned juice mixes

Feb. 22nd  - dry milk

Feb. 29th  - cake and muffin mixes


Welcome to Suzanne Wiltberger who joined St. James on December 13th

It’s time to start cleaning out the garage, attic and your closets! The annual Rummage Sale will be held in March.  If you are interested in working on the rummage sale contact Paul Noel.  Look for more information and dates in the March newsletter.


MARRIAGES:

James Michael Spute and Ila Folckemer

Married:  November 26, 2003

BAPTISMS:

Jacob Scott Rowland

Born:  June 2, 2003

Baptized:  November 16, 2003

Parents:  Dale and Suzanne Rowland

Shaylynn Marie Chambers

Born:  May 19, 2003

Baptized:  November 23, 2003

Parents:  Darin and Becky Chambers

Matthew Bryan DeSpirt

Born:  August 20, 2003

Baptized:  November 30, 2003

Parents:  Michael and Christa DeSpirt

Zackary Kristian Boyle

Born:  July 12, 2003

Baptized:  December 14, 2003

Parents:  Rob and Lisa Boyle

DEATHS:

Frederick E. Penny

Born:  August 5, 1919

Died:  November 8, 2003

Service:  November 14, 2003

Clifford Critoph

Born:  December 4, 1931

Died:  November 27, 2003

Service:  December 1, 2003

Myrna J. McConnell

Born:  September 14, 1916

Died:  November 23, 2003

Service:  December 2, 2003


· Dan Newcomb for the greens that enhanced our sanctuary during the Advent & Christmas Season.

Alva Looze

· Reverend Matlack and Alva Looze, and all my friends at St. James for the support and kind expressions of sympathy in the recent death of my brother.



Shirley Perrine
· Bea Young for all of her generous donations of Christmas decorations, carpet runner and supporting the youth of St. James.  It’s people like Bea that make a difference in people’s lives.



The Youth of St. James
· Tim and Allison Smith for the church school supplies that they donated in the fall.  Your donation helps to keep some busy little hands occupied.



Karen Reinagel



Thank you to everyone that took the time to take a tag from the tree and return a gift for the needy this holiday season.  I couldn’t believe all the gifts that piled up in my office.  The gifts were picked up by the Salvation Army and they were pleased with the great response from St. James.  

Margaret Bukkosy delivered the hats, mittens and scarves to Boston Valley Elementary School.  They were gratefully received.  Congratulations St. James on a job well done!!!!
Notes from the Music Room
You know the old saying: Birds of a feather flock together!  I know that to be truth because my husband, Steve, feeds birds.  He knows much more about them than I do, because he spends time observing their habits.  I know that cardinals like to eat late in the afternoon.  Some of the doves prefer to peck around on the ground for fallen seed.   I know spring has arrived when the oriole feeders go up, no matter what the weather is like outside.  It means Steve has spotted the orioles, and it is time to start feeding them.  He can imitate many of the birds’ calls, and can tell me “who” is singing.  I wish I would have more time to spend watching and listening.  It is one of our favorite activities on a warm summer night.  We sit on the patio and watch the “traffic” to the feeders, listen to their calls and their shrill sounds of alarm when the resident hawks fly up from 18-mile creek for their supper.  Imagine how silent the forest would be if only the best birds were allowed to sing. 

If you didn’t get my point, God intended that every bird have something to offer in the way of a song.  Even the crow has its place.  When many birds sing together there is a wonderful cacophony of sound.  Individually, they may be less strong, and maybe even reticent to sing.  But if another bird starts singing, pretty soon another starts, and then another, etc.  

At this point you are probably laughing, I hope, and have decided that I am heading for the premise that our choirs are made up of birds, because they all sing.  Well, in a sense they are just like the birds that sing.  Some of them are strong. Some are more reticent.  Some like to follow, some like to lead, some are independent and from this wonderful cacophony of voices we have choirs who are more than the sum of their parts.  Imagine how silent the church would be if only the best singers were allowed to sing.

We have had two people join the Chancel Choir this month, Linda Meyer and Patty Jensen.  We are thrilled to have them.  Linda would prefer to sing alto, and she will be moved as soon as we have some more sopranos join.  She is filling a real need at the moment.  If you are still thinking about reasons you should join a choir, here are a few…

Top Ten Reasons for Being a Soprano ala Dave Letterman

10)
The rest of the choir exists just to make you look good.

9) You can entertain your friends by breaking their wine glasses.

8) Can you name an opera where an alto got the man?

7) When sopranos want to sing in the shower, they know the tune.

6) Great costumes, like the hat with the horns on it.

5) How many world famous altos can you name?

4) It’s not likely you are ever going to sing the alto part by accident.

3) When the fat lady sings, she’s usually singing soprano.  

2) When you get tired of singing the tune, you can sing the descant.

1) You can sing along with Michael J.

Top Ten Reasons for Being a Tenor

10) Tenors get high…without drugs.

9) Name a musical where the bass got the girl.

8) You can show the sopranos how it should be sung.

7) Did you ever hear of anyone paying $1,000 for a ticket to see The Three Basses?

6) You’ve got resonance!

5) Tenors never have to waste time looking through the self-improvement section of a bookstore.  They are always in demand.

4) You get to sing “High Calypso” with John Denver CD’s.

3) When you get really good at falsetto, you can make tons of money doing voice-overs for cartoon characters.

2) Gregorian chant was practically invented for Tenors.  Nobody invented a genre for basses.

1) You can entertain your friends by impersonating Julia Child.

Top Ten Reasons for Being a Bass

10)
You don’t have to tighten your belt to reach your notes.

9)
You don’t have to worry about a woman stealing your job,

8)
or a pre-adolescent boy stealing your job.

7)
Action heroes are always basses…that is, if they ever sang, they would sing bass.

6)
You get great memorable lyrics like bop, bop, bop, bop or bah rup a pum pum.

5)
If the singing job doesn’t work out, there’s always broadcasting.

4)
You never need to learn how to read the treble clef.

3)
If you get a cold, so what…you can sing even deeper.

2)
For fun, you can sing at the bottom of your range.  Kitchen?

1)
When you miss a note, nobody gets hurt. 

 Top Five (yes, only five) Reasons for Being an Alto  (Altos don’t need as many reasons.)

5)
You have lots of time to chat during soprano solos.

4)
You can sometimes find part time work singing tenor.

3) Altos get all the great intervals.

2) When the sopranos are holding some outrageously high note at the end of an anthem, the altos always get the last words.

1) You don’t need to warm up to sing 12 consecutive bars of E flats.

We are looking for a few more “birds” to fill our forest.  We will let you preen on choir time, and sometimes maybe even let you go to the feeder.  Come join the flock.  We ruffle our feathers from 11:00 to 11:45 on Sunday mornings, and usually sing the first two Sundays of the month.  All choirs meet in the Choir Room off the Assembly Hall for rehearsals and warm-up.
Chapel Choir News

We had four boys join Chapel Choir in November and December!  Welcome to Andy, Lucas, Drew and Bryce!  We are like the old woman who lived in the shoe, who had so many children, she didn’t know what to do!  Except, we do know what to do and can hardly wait for some more kids to join!  January is a great month to start.  We finish rehearsals at the end of April, with our choir party, and awards.   We are off for two weeks at Easter.  When school is not in session, we do not meet.  Come to approximately 13 rehearsals, and have a great time!  We sing, play instruments and have treats!  Come to the family nights and enjoy!  See the calendar for dates!    Chapel Choir meets from 7:00 – 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.  Parents, please encourage your kids to come!  It is an extension of their religious education.  Busy kids stay out of trouble!   Chapel Choir usually has kids from around 5 years of age to third grade.  

Youth Choir News

We have 16 great singers in Youth Choir.  The oldest are in 11th grade.  The youngest is in Fourth. We have four boys who really sing out.   We 

have a great time, lots of fun, and are working on a Beatles Medley for the first Sunday in May.  Come join us now and you will still have time to learn all of the Beatles’ songs about love!  Youth Choir meets from 7:30 – 8:15 on Tuesdays!  Be there!

From the Christian Education Department
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT -

Christmas is such a special time of year and it is made even more special when people make the extra effort to help with events like our annual Christmas Pageant. A special thank you to all who help to fit the costumes, serve refreshments at the rehearsal party, clean up after the party, set-up the risers, move the altar and any other jobs that were done.  I like to add a special thanks to Robin Lindstrom and Gay Nelson for overseeing the fitting of the costumes.  Thanks to Patty Jensen for helping with the rehearsal and the day of the pageant.  Thanks to Nancy Weimer for all the behind the scenes typing, copying and various other jobs.  Thank you to Jennifer Reinagel who did a beautiful job playing the role of the mother in our little production.  Thanks to Brittany Reinagel and Danielle Adymy for playing the daughters for the pageant, they did a super job.  A heartfelt thanks to all of the parents who mended and washed the costumes and shared their children to help tell the story of the true meaning of Christmas and the birth of the Christ child.  Finally thank you to the children of our church school program for blessing us with their sweet faces and voices and sharing the Christmas story with us.


 CHURCH SCHOOL NOTES

     Our regular church school program will resume on Sunday, January 4, 2004.  We look forward to the children being back in the classroom. The church school teachers are planning some great lessons for them.  When church school resumes we will continue the winter quarter of the Bible Quest Curriculum.  We encourage you to look at the weekly story cards your children bring home and talk together about what they are learning in class.  Enjoy these wonderful stories with your children, ask them about the projects that his/her class is working on, volunteer to help - get involved with your child/children.  Most of all share your love of Christ with them.

YOUTH WORSHIP SERVICE

     Beginning January 4, 2004, the Senior High Youth Class will start working on the Youth Worship Service for this year.  The tentative date is scheduled for March. Look for more information in your March newsletter.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH OFFERING ENVELOPES 

    Rev. Matlack will be sharing a special children’s sermon on the importance of church offerings sometime during the month of January.  He will have boxes of offering envelopes available for the children if they would like to take them home.  In addition, boxes of children’s and youth offering envelopes will be the tables at the rear of the sanctuary.  Having your child put an offering in an envelope each Sunday is a wonderful way to involve them in the weekly ritual of making an offering.  There is no pledge for these envelopes and there are no individual records kept.  The envelopes are provided for those who wish to use them.  All money placed in these envelopes goes towards church school expenses.

TUESDAY FAMILY NIGHT

    Begin the New Year with a new tradition!  Attend the Tuesday Family Night on January 13.  We meet the 2nd Tues. of each month and enjoy, pizza, salad, beverage and dessert.  

    A special Valentine Day project is planned for the February 10 Tuesday Family Night.

    It’s easy, fun and there is always good conversation and company.  

NOTE: The new time is 6:15 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. with pizza being served at 6:30 p.m..  Sign up on the bulletin board near the lounge and plan to spend some quality time with some quality people.

DUNKIRK CONFERENCE CENTER SUMMER CAMPS

The snow is still on the ground and the New Year is just beginning, but it=s time to think about how to spend those lazy, hazy, days of summer.

How about a week at camp?

St. James registration for camp at the Dunkirk Conference Center has a Super Early Bird Registration date of March 7th.  (This is usually the lowest rate for registering.  Each deadline afterward increases the price.)

Children who will enter the 2nd grade in the fall of 2004 are eligible to register as first time campers.  This is a shorter camp, which is especially geared for first time campers.  Camps are available for elementary, middle school, senior high, and post high youth, women and families.

St. James offers a scholarship for all campers from St. James.  The scholarship will cover one-third of the cost of the March 7th deadline.

Schedules and additional information will be posted as soon as they are available.  Speak to Karen Reinagel or Kitty Sandoval if you have any questions.

YOUTH NEWS

Thank you to Rita Los for serving as Co-Chairperson of the Youth Board.  Rita has resigned as Co-Chair and Pam Kuhns is now serving in that position along with Ryan Karn.

YOUTH HOUSE OPEN:
Jan. 9th  - 7:30 to 10:30PM

Jan. 24th - 7:30 to 10:30PM

Feb. 7th  - 7:30 to 10:30PM

Feb. 20th. - 7:30 to 10:30 PM

Any chaperones interested in chaperoning give the CE office a call and let us know.

YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS:
Sunday, Jan. 25 @ 11:30am

  after church school.

Sunday, Feb. 22 @ 11:30am

   after church school

THEME BASKET SOCIAL

The Youth of St. James will be hosting a Theme Basket Social April 3, 2004.  To make this event a success we need your help.  If you are willing to donate any of the following please let us know:

1.
Pies & 2-layer cakes

2.
Theme baskets or items such as certificates for service or hard items.

3.
Musical talent - individuals or groups willing to play easy listening music throughout the evening.

4.
Bake sale items

5.
Volunteer to help in the kitchen or to be “runners.” 
6.
People willing to take admission visas to sell to co-workers and friends.

7. You - to help make this event successful!

NATIONAL YOUTH EVENT 

This event happens only once every 4 years.  The National Youth Event (NYE) will be July 22 -26, 2004 on the campus of the U. of Tenn. (UT) in Knoxville, Tenn.  Registration begins at 10 a.m. on Thursday, July 22nd.  The event opens with dinner on Thursday followed by Opening Worship and concludes around midnight on Sunday with Monday being a travel day.  A great program is being planned including some great speakers, workshops, of all kinds, music, service projects, meeting new friends, recreation, after-hour activities, the Extravaganza, evening devotions, and free time for fellowship and refreshment.

Donna & Bill Schumacher and Karen Reinagel are ready and willing to attend as chaperones and would love to take a group of youth to this exciting event. If you are interested in attending the NYE in July you need to contact Donna or Karen A.S.A.P. so you can get registration information and forms filled out. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR GETTING YOUR FORMS IN IS SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2004.  

This date gives us the best rate to attend.  Registration will be first in/first registered.  This event only happens once every 4 years, so don’t miss out on a great opportunity!  Contact Karen or Donna for details and forms.

There is a meeting scheduled for Thursday, January 8, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. to go over details with our youth and their parents.  Please plan on attending! 

The youth are planning several FUNdraisers to help pay the cost of  this event.

Please support them and help in anyway you can.       THANKS!

``````````````````````````````````````````

THE NEW YORK STATE

YOUTH EVENT

WHEN:  March 5 - 7, 2004

WHERE:  Watson Homestead, 

                 Painted Post, NY.

THEME:  ABRANCHES@ (I am the vine and you are the branches ...get it?).  With supporting biblical verses from John 15: 4-5, 16-17.

PRICE:  $105.00 per person

APPLICATIONS:  available in early Jan. in the CE office or on line @ the NY Conference web site.


YOUTH HOUSE WISH LIST
The youth house is always in need of new board and card games.  We could also use a vacuum cleaner in good working order, a new mop, soda and snacks.  If you would like to donate any of these items please talk to Karen, Donna or Rita.  THANKS
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WESTERN AREA YOUTH (WAY) 

See Karen Reinagel in CE office for registration forms.

WHEN:
February 6 - 8, 2004

Registration 7:00PM 

Friday, Feb. 6, 2004

Pickup is 12:15PM Sunday, Feb. 8, 2004 (after church)
WHERE:
 First Congregational UCC

132 N. Main St., P.O. Box 231, Angola, NY 14006
WHO:
Western Association

Youth of: United Church of Christ &

Christian Church Disciples (Disciples

of Christ)
TOPIC:
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC WORKSHOP

COST:
Youth - $18.00 

Advisors - $10.00

Workshop Only - $10.00

(Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 3 p.m.)

Checks are to be made out to Western Area Youth.
DEADLINE:  Must be postmarked by January 28, 2004

*$5.00 LATE FEE AFTER JANUARY 28TH.  

NO RESERVATIONS AT THE DOOR!


THE YOUTH BOARD ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE 

Will meet on Sunday, Jan.11th @ 11:30am following church school.


           

Wondering what to do with all of those empty soda and beer cans or bottles left over from the holidays?  Don’t want the hassle of returning them to the store?

Worry no longer, we’ll return them for you!  Bring your ‘empties’ to church with you and the youth will take them off of your hands.  We will be collecting cans and bottles as one of our FUNdraisers for National Youth Event (NYE) 2004.  

Please help us start our fundraising efforts by bringing us your cans and bottles to church.  If you are unable to bring them, but still want to support us, please contact Donna Schumacher (310-3637) or Karen Reinagel (648-1092) and we’ll arrange for someone to pick them up.

National Youth Event 2004 is coming up before we know it!  Please pass this information on to a friend or two!  

If you are a St. James youth in 8th-12th grade and are interested in finding out more information about the event, please give Donna or Karen a call!

Watch your church bulletins for other upcoming events and festivities, including a luncheon during the month of January!  We hope to make our raising money fun and exciting for everyone at St. James and are planning many other FUNdraisers!



� EMBED TextArt7.Document  ���

















ANNUAL MEETING


Sunday, February 8th  








ORDINATION SERVICE


Sunday, January 11th 








� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





KITCHEN UPDATE 

















REGISTRY














2004 CONFIRMATION CLASS


Sunday, January 18th 


Sunday, December 21st  





ST. JAMES NEEDS YOU!


COMMITTEES OF THE CHURCH  
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SERVER’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP


Tuesday, January 27th


   And


Tuesday, February 24th 





THANK YOU TO….





WELCOME TO A NEW MEMBER!
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WOMEN’S SEWING MISSION


Tuesday, January 13th


   And


Tuesday, February 10th 
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